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The Ukrainian Orthodox Word traces its origins to 1950s
when it was established by Metropolitan Ioan (Theodorovych)
of blessed memory.  His Beatitude determined that a more
direct method of communication was needed to carry rapidly
and widely the Church’s message and news to all
parishioners. At this time it was magazine size and two
separate magazines one in English and one in Ukrainian were
published. The first issue in the tabloid newspaper for appeared in
1990s at which time it was published monthly and became a bi lingual paper.

The Paper now bridges the often enormous gap between the Metropolia
and its numerous communities and helps create a feeling of identity among
parishioners, keeping them informed on a multitude of subjects. Through its
bilingual content, it serves all parishioners regardless of background.

MISSION

The Ukrainian Orthodox Word serves as a direct link between the
leadership of the Church and each individual reader. It plays a dominant role in
communicating the activities of our Church and in enlightening and informing
the Orthodox Community.

1. It provides general news of local, national and international interest about
the Church.

2. It presents timely articles on the Orthodox faith, our heritage and the Church’s
policies.

3. It publishes features and columns by outstanding writers and among its
regular contributors are theologians of the Church who provide spiritual and
theological guidance.

4. It publishes news of the Diocese, its departments, church related organizations,
supplements for our young generation, statements and opinions of the Church’s
leadership, and an Orthodox perspective on major issues of the day.

DEVELOPMENTS

Through the years, the Ukrainian Orthodox Word has undergone many
changes and improvements. State of the art computer equipment was obtained
and by using desk top publishing software the Ukrainian Orthodox Word became
an in house production. By the adoption of these new technologies and printing
agreements, together with revamping the mailing preparation production of the
Word became more efficient and cost reduced. In house production of the
newspaper requires higher levels of time and expertise, but comes with other
benefits in addition to the savings. It makes possible extending the deadlines for
more timely articles and news items, improving the quality of photographs, and
utilizing more graphics and visual highlights.

GOALS

The current staff views the Ukrainian Orthodox Word not only as a
vehicle of information, but also as a line to bring additional members to our
communities by promoting the ministries of our Church . The Word would also
like to reach out to those Orthodox who are unchurched, bringing them closer
to the Church, as well as many other who seek to learn more about Orthodox
Christianity.
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It is with deep sorrow that the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of Canada (UOCC) announces that on Monday, January 10, 2005,
His Beatitude Metropolitan Wasyly, Archbishop of Winnipeg and
Metropolitan of All Canada, fell asleep in the Lord at 95 years of age.
His death comes only three days after he celebrated the Feast of
Christ’s Nativity on January 7, according to the Julian Calendar.

Metropolitan Wasyly was born in the Bukovyna region of
Ukraine. In 1912, when he was three years old, his family came to
Canada, settling in Sheho, Saskatchewan. After graduating from high
school, he completed studies in teacher’s college in Saskatoon and
worked as a school teacher in rural Saskatchewan.

Wasyl Fedak was married in 1932, and in 1944, he was
ordained into the diaconate and the priesthood after completing his
seminary training. Fr. Wasyl spent the first seven years of his ministry
serving parishes in Manitoba and southwestern Ontario. In 1951, he
was assigned to St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Hamilton,
Ontario. In his 29 years of pastoral service at St. Vladimir’s in Hamilton,
he played an instrumental role in the growth of this parish community,
which would eventually be honored with the title “Sobor”.

In 1978, following the death of his wife two years earlier,
Archimandrite Wasyly was consecrated a bishop in the UOCC, serving
first in the Church’s Central Diocese (Saskatchewan and Manitoba),
and then the Eastern Diocese (Ontario and Quebec). In 1985, he was
elected primate of the Church, receiving the title Archbishop of
Winnipeg and Metropolitan of All Canada.

Among his greatest achievements as UOCC Primate was
overseeing the normalization of Eucharistic relations between the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada and the Ecumenical Patriarchate
of Constantinople, in 1990. This move followed a Primatial tour to the
Patriarchates of Jerusalem, Antioch and Constantinople, in 1987, in

preparation for the UOCC’s celebration of the Millennium of
the Baptism of Rus’ into the Holy Orthodox Faith, in 1988. The
step of formalizing canonical ties with the Ecumenical
Patriarchate brought the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
onto the field of canonical world Orthodoxy, giving the
Ukrainian Church an important voice in this sphere.

In 1993, His Beatitude was blessed with the opportunity
to visit his beloved ancestral homeland, Ukraine, including the
village in which he was born. On this trip he met informally
with representatives of both Ukrainian Orthodox jurisdictions,
his on-going hope and prayer being that Ukraine would one
day have a unified, canonically recognized, autocephallous
Orthodox Church.

In the Orthodox scene in Canada, Metropolitan Wasyly
was a fervent promoter of brotherly relations between the
Orthodox jurisdictions here. Many times he hosted Orthodox
bishops when they visited the city of Winnipeg. Among these
visits, two of the most important were Eucharistic concelebrations
with his brother Canadian hierarchs during the visit of His All-
Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, in 1997, and the
UOCC’s celebration of the Second Millennium of the birth of
Christ, in the summer of 2000.

In addition to receiving numerous honorary degrees
and awards from Ukrainian ecclesiastical and secular institutions,
for his years of dedicated service to the wider Canadian
community Metropolitan Wasyly was inducted as an Officer
of the Order of Canada.

May the memory of His Beatitude Metropolitan
Wasyly be eternal!
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Óêðà¿íñüêà Ïðàâîñëàâíà Öåðêâà Êàíàäè ç âåëèêèì ñóìîì
ïîâ³äîìëÿº, ùî â ïîíåä³ëîê, 10 ñ³÷íÿ 2005 ð.Á. óïîêî¿âñÿ â Áîç³
Áëàæåíí³øèé Âàñèë³é,  (ñâ³òñüêå ³ì’ÿ Âàñèëü Ôåäàê), Àðõèºïèñêîï
Â³íí³ïå´ó ³ Ìèòðîïîëèò âñ³º¿ Êàíàäè, ïðîæèâøè 95 ðîê³â. Ïîê³éíèé
Ìèòðîïîëèò â³ä³éøîâ íà â³÷íèé ñïî÷èíîê âñüîãî òðè äí³ ï³ñëÿ
ñâÿòêóâàííÿ Ð³çäâà Õðèñòîâîãî 7 ñ³÷íÿ ö.ð.

Áë. ï. Ìèòðîïîëèò Âàñèë³é íàðîäèâñÿ íà Áóêîâèí³. Â 1912
ð., êîëè éîìó áóëî âñüîãî òðè ðîêè, éîãî ðîäèíà ³ìì³´ðóâàëà äî
Êàíàäè, îñ³âøè â ì. Øåãî, ïðîâ. Ñàñêà÷åâàí. Ï³ñëÿ ñåðåäíüî¿ øêîëè
(High School), â³í çàê³í÷èâ ó÷èòåëüñüêèé êàëåäæ â Ñàñêàòóí³ ³
ó÷èòåëþâàâ ó ñ³ëüñüêèõ øêîëàõ Ñàñêà÷åâàíó.

Ó 1932 ð. ïîê³éíèé îäðóæèâñÿ, à ó 1944 ð. áóâ ðóêîïî-
ëîæåíèé ó äèÿêîíè, à çãîäîì ñâÿùåíèêè, çäîáóâøè  ïåðåä òèì
ñåì³íàð³éíó îñâ³òó. Ïåðøèõ ñ³ì ðîê³â ñâîãî ñâÿùåíñòâà â³í îáñëó-
ãîâóâàâ ïàðàô³¿ â Ìàí³òîá³ ³ ï³âäåííî-çàõ³äíîìó Îíòàð³î, à â 1951
ð. éîãî ïðèçíà÷åíî íàñòîÿòåëåì öåðêâè ñâ. Âîëîäèìèðà â
Ãàì³ëòîí³, Îíòàð³î. Çà 29 ðîê³â ñâîãî ïàñòèðñüêîãî ñëóæ³ííÿ â³í
ñïðè÷èíèâñÿ äî ïîâàæíîãî çðîñòó ö³º¿ ïàðàô³ÿëüíî¿ ãðîìàäè, ÿêà
çãîäîì îòðèìàëà òèòóë “ñîáîð ñâ. Âîëîäèìèðà”.

Ó 1978 ð., äâà ðîêè ï³ñëÿ ñìåðòè éîãî äðóæèíè,
Àðõèìàíäðèòà Âàñèë³ÿ õ³ðîòîí³çîâàíî íà ºïèñêîïà ÓÏÖåðêâè
Êàíàäè. Ñïî÷àòêó â³í î÷îëþâàâ öåíòðàëüíó ºïàðõ³þ ö³º¿ Öåðêâè
(Ñàñêà÷åâàí ³ Ìàí³òîáà), à ïîò³ì ñõ³äíó ºïàðõ³þ (Îíòàð³î ³ Êâåáåê).
Ó 1985 ð. éîãî îáðàíî Ïåðøî³ºðàðõîì ÓÏÖåðêâè Êàíàäè, ç
òèòóëîì Àðõèºïèñêîïà Â³íí³ïå´ñüêîãî ³ Ìèòðîïîëèòà âñ³º¿ Êàíàäè.

Îäíèì ³ç íàéâàæëèâ³øèõ îñÿãíåíü Ïîê³éíîãî áóëà
íîðìàë³ççàö³ÿ ó 1990 ð.  ºâõàðèñò³éíèõ â³äíîñèí ïîì³æ ÓÏÖåðêâîþ
Êàíàäè ³ Âñåëåíñüêîþ Ïàòð³ÿðõ³ºþ Êîíñòàíòèíîïîëüñüêîþ. Öå
â³äáóëîñîÿ ï³ñëÿ â³äâ³äèí íèì ó 1987 ð. ªðóñàëèìñüêîãî, Àíò³îõ³é-

ñüêîãî ³ Êîíñòàíòèíîïîëüêîãî Ïàòð³ÿðõàò³â, ó ï³äãîòîâö³ äî
â³äçíà÷åííÿ â 1988 ð. ÓÏÖåðêâîþ Êàíàäè Òèñÿ÷îë³òòÿ Õðåùåííÿ
Ðóñ³-Óêðà¿íè ó ñâÿòó Ïðàâîñëàâíó Â³ðó. Âñòàíîâëåííÿ êàíîí³÷íèõ
çâ’ÿçê³â ç Âñåëåíñüêîþ Ïàòð³ÿðõ³ºþ âèíåñëî ÓÏÖåðêâó Êàíàäè ó
ñâ³ò  êàíîí³÷íîãî Ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ, íàäàþ÷è öèì ñàìèì ÓÏÖåðêâ³
Êàíàäè âàæëèâèé ãîëîñ ó íüîìó.

Ó 1993 ð. Éîãî Áëàæåíñòâî ìàâ íàãîäó â³äâ³äàòè ñâîþ
óëþáëåíó áàòüê³âùèíó-Óêðà¿íó, âêëþ÷íî ³ç ñåëîì, äå â³í
íàðîäèâñÿ. Ï³ä ÷àñ ö³º¿ ïîäîðîæ³ â³í çóñòð³÷àâñÿ íåôîðìàëüíî ç
ïðåäñòàâíèêàìè îáîõ óêðà¿íñüêèõ ïðàâîñëàâíèõ þðèñäèêö³é.
Éîãî ïîñò³éíèì ìîëèòîâíèì  áàæàííÿì áóëî, ùîá çãîäîì
Óêðà¿íà ìàëà ºäèíó, êàíîí³÷íî âèçíàíó  Ïîì³ñíó Àâòîêåôàëüíó
Ïðàâîñëàâíó Öåðêâó.

Íà ïðàâîñëàâíîìó ïîë³ Êàíàäè, Ìèòðîïîëèò Âàñèë³é
óñåðäíî ñïðèÿâ ï³äòðèìóâàííþ áðàòí³õ â³äíîñèí ïîì³æ ð³çíèìè
ïðàâîñëàâíèìè þðèñäèêö³ÿìè. Áàãàòî ðàç³â â³í ïðèéìàâ ó ñåáå
ïðàâîñëàâíèõ àðõèºðå¿â, ï³ä ÷àñ ¿õí³õ â³äâ³äèí Â³íí³ïå´ó. Ç ïîì³æ
öèõ çóñòð³÷åé íàéâàæëèâ³øèìè áóëè ºâõàðèñò³éí³ ñï³âñëóæ³ííÿ ç
éîãî êàíàäñüêèìè ñîáðàòàìè ï³ä ÷àñ â³äâ³äèí Éîãî Âñåñâÿòîñòè
Âñåëåíñüêîãî Ïàòð³ÿðõà Âàðôîëîìåÿ ó 1997 ð. òà â³äçíà÷åííÿ
ÓÏÖåðêâîþ Êàíàäè äðóãîãî Òèñÿ÷îë³òòÿ â³ä Íàðîäæåííÿ Õðèñòà,
â ë³ò³ 2000 ð.

Â äîäàòêó äî ÷èñëåííèõ ïî÷åñíèõ òèòóë³â, âðó÷åíèõ éîìó
óêðà¿íñüêèìè öåðêîâíèìè ³ ñâ³òñüêèìè óñòàíîâàìè çà äîâã³ ðîêè
â³ääàíî¿ ïðàö³ íà êîðèñòü êàíàäñüêî¿ óêðà¿íñüêî¿  ãðîìàäè,
Ìèòðîïîëèòà Âàñèë³ÿ áóëî ââåäåíî, ÿê ñòàðøèíó â  Îðäåð
Êàíàäè.

Â²×ÍÀ ÏÀÌ;ßÒÜ ÑÏÎ×ÈËÎÌÓ ÌÈÒÐÎÏÎËÈÒÎÂ²
ÂÀÑÈË²ªÂ²!
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Venerable Father Pastors and devout faithful:

Glory to Jesus Christ, born for our sake in Bethlehem:
 
As you are aware, the Òsunami, triggered as a consequence of the
earthquake in the Indian Ocean, has devastated several land masses,
claimed hundreds of thousands of lives, among them more than 45
thousand children, and caused physical and psychological suffering to
millions.
 
Countries, secular organizations and faith communities have pledged
assistance. Needed supplies are being shipped to devastated areas and
despite a damaged infrastructure, are
being now made available to those in
need.
 
Christian Communities representing
various faith families, among them
many parishes of our Holy Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA, have
not only offered their prayers for the
living and deceased, but also their
assistance in the form of donations.
We commend them for their concern
and initiative based on Christ Jesus’
Evangelical counsel that we respond
to our brethren in need.
 
It is our most fervent desire that you,
the pious faithful of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA continue to participate in the Tsunami
Relief Fund by donations, made during the sacred and holy days of
Christ’s Nativity and Holy Theophany. Donations are to be
forwarded to the Consistory, which in turn, citing your parish
and/or individual donors, will make them available to the
International Orthodox Christian Charities.
 
The scope of this natural disaster is difficult for us to comprehend.
With you and my brother Bishops I can only stand in awe at the
magnitude of the devastation inflicted, in this instance, by a planet,
which continues to develop.
 
May Christ our true God, Who suffers with those in anguish, grant us
the strength and wisdom to be His instruments of compassion and
healing as we reach out to assist those in need.
 
With gratitude for your attention to this letter and your concern, I
remain in behalf of the Council of Bishops,
 
+Antony,
Archbishop, Consistory President

Consistory                          of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

Âñå÷åñí³ îòö³-íàñòîÿòåë³ ³ ïîáîæí³ â³ðí³!

Ñëàâà ²ñóñó Õðèñòó, äëÿ íàøîãî ñïàñ³ííÿ ó Âèôëåºì³ íàðî-
äæåíîìó!

ßê âàì â³äîìî, öóíàì³, ùî ïîñòàâ, ÿê íàñë³äîê çåìëåòðóñó ó
²íä³éñüêîìó Îêåàí³, ñïóñòîøèâ äåê³ëüêà îñòðîâ³â òà ïðèîêåàíñüêèõ
êðà¿í, çàáðàâ æèòòÿ ó ñîòí³ òèñÿ÷ ëþäåé, âêëþ÷íî ç á³ëüøå, ÿê 45
òèñÿ÷àìè ä³òåé òà ñïðè÷èíèâ ô³çè÷íå ³ ïñèõîëîã³÷íå ñòðæäàííÿ
ì³ëüéîí³â.

Ð³çí³ êðà¿íè òà ñâ³òñüê³ ³ ðåë³ã³éí³ îðãàí³çàö³¿ îá³öÿëè äîïîìîãó
ïîòåðï³ëèì, ³ íàïåðåê³ð ïîø-
êîäæåíèì øëÿõàì çâ’ÿçêó, õàð÷³
òà ³íø³ íåîáõ³äí³ ïîòðåáè óæå
ïîñòà÷àþòüñÿ  ïîòðåáóþ÷èì.

Õðèñòèÿíñüê³ ãðîìàäè ð³çíèõ
ðåë³ã³éíèõ óãðóïîâàíü, ì³æ
íèìè é ïàðàô³¿ íàøî¿ ñâÿòî¿
ÓÏÖåðêâè â ÑØÀ, íå ëèøå ìî-
ëÿòüñÿ çà æèâèõ ³ ïîãèáëèõ, àëå
é äîïîìàãàþòü ñâî¿ìè ïîæåð-
òâàìè. Ìè õâàëèìî ¿õí³ òóðáî-
òè, ùî çàñíîâàí³ íà ºâàíãåëüñü-
êîìó â÷åíí³ ²ñóñà Õðèñòà –
ï³êëóâàòèñÿ íàøèìè áëèæí³ìè,
ùî â ïîòðåá³.

Íàøèì ãàðÿ÷èì áàæàííÿì º,
ùîá âè, ïîáîæí³ â³ðí³ ÓÏÖåðêâè â ÑØÀ, ó ö³ ñâÿò³ äí³ Ð³çäâà
Õðèñòîâîãî òà Áîãîÿâëåííÿ,  áðàëè ó÷àñòü ó äîïîìîãîâ³é àêö³¿
íàøî¿ Öåðêâè. Âàø³ ïîæåðòâè ñë³ä ñëàòè íà Êîíñèñòîð³þ ÓÏÖåðêâè
â ÑØÀ, à âîíà â ñâîþ ÷åðãó ïåðåøëå ¿õ äî International Orthodox
Christian Charities, ïîäàþ÷è ñóìó ïîæåðòâ òà íàçâó âàøî¿ ïàðàô³¿
é ³ìåíà îêðåìèõ æåðòâîäàâö³â.

Íàì òÿæêî º óÿâèòè ñîá³  ñôåðó ö³º¿ ñòèõ³¿. Òàê, ÿê ³ âè, ³ ìî¿ ñîáðàòè
ºïèñêîïè, ÿ ìîæó ëèøå ç æàõîì ñïðèéìàòè âåëè÷³íü ñïóñòîøåííÿ
íàíåñåíîãî, â öüîìó âèïàäêó, ñàìîþ íàøîþ ïëàíåòîþ, ÿêà
ïðîäîâæóº ðîçâèâàòèñü.

Íåõàé æå Õðèñòîñ, Áîã íàø, ßêèé ñòðàæäàº çà òèõ, ùî ñòðàæäàþòü,
ïîäàñòü íàì ñèëó ³ ðîçóì, áóòè Éîãî çíàðÿääÿì ìèëîñåðäÿ ³ ãîºííÿ
ï³ä ÷àñ äîïîìîãè ïîòðåáóþ÷èì.

Ç âäÿ÷í³ñòþ çà âàøó óâàãó äî öüîãî ëèñòà òà çà âàø³ òóðáîòè, â³ä
³ìåí³ Ñîáîðó ªïèñêîï³â ÓÏÖåðêâè â ÑØÀ

+ Àíòîí³é,
Ìèë³ñòþ Áîæîþ Àðõèºïèñêîï ³ ãîëîâà Êîíñèñòîð³¿.

Êîìó/To: Âñå÷åñíèì îòöÿì-íàñòîÿòåëÿì òà ïîáîæíèì â³ðíèì ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ.
The Venerable Pastors and devout faithful of the parishes of the UOC of the USA
 
Â³ä/From: Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùåííîãî Àðõèºïèñêîïà Àíòîí³ÿ/His Eminence Archbishop Antony

Ñïðàâà/Subject: Ôîíä äîïîìîãè ïîòåðï³ëèì â³ä öóíàì³/Tsunami Relief Fund.
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Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî

4 January, 2005
 
His Excellency, Victor A. Yushchenko,
President-elect of Ukraine
Office of the President
Kyiv, Ukraine
 
Your Excellency:
 
Glory to Jesus Christ!
Christ is born!
 
We the members of the Council of Bishops of the Holy Ukrainian
Orthodox Church, His Beatitude Metropolitan Constantine,
Archbishop Antony and Archbishop Vsevold, offer our most
sincere congratulations on your election to the august office
of President of Ukraine. We assure you of our prayers and
those of the clergy and faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the USA.
 
It is our most sincere prayer that under your capable and
righteous leadership, the people of Ukraine might, as we pray
in the Liturgy, “lead a tranquil and peaceful life in all piety and
dignity” and realize their personal potential and experience the
potential of their nation.
 
We rejoice and render thanks to Almighty God for His All
Holiness Patriarch Bartholomew’s congratulatory letter to Your
Excellency of 3 January in which he expresses concern for the
good estate of Holy Orthodoxy in Ukraine.  Having labored
with His All Holiness in matters pertaining to unity and the
establishment of one Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Ukraine,
we not only pray, but are also convinced in heart, that the
steps for Church unity, which your predecessors were unwilling
to take will be taken by Your Excellency and that His All
Holiness will be invited to discuss the matter with Your Excellency
in Ukraine, a land which was, like Constantinople, blessed with
the presence of the Holy and Firstcalled Apostle Andrew.
 
Conveying to Your Excellency our most sincere Christmas
Greeting, we pray that your administration may in every way
reflect truth, justice and righteousness for the people committed
to your care.
 
CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIGY HIM!

4 ñ³÷íÿ 2005 ð.Á.

Éîãî Åêñöåëåíö³¿ Â³êòîðó Àíäð³éîâè÷ó Þùåíêîâ³,
Íîâîîáðàíîìó Ïðåçèäåíòîâ³ Óêðà¿íè
Àäì³í³ñòðàö³ÿ Ïðåçèäåíòà,
Êè¿â, Óêðà¿íà

Âàøà Åêñöåëåíö³º, âåëüìèøàíîâíèé Â³êòîðå Àíäð³éîâè÷ó!

Ñëàâà ²ñóñó Õðèñòó!  Õðèñòîñ Íàðîäèâñÿ!

Ìè, ÷ëåíè Ñîáîðó ªïèñêîï³â ñâÿòî¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâ-
íî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ, Ìèòðîïîëèò Êîíñòàíòèí, Àðõèºïèñêîï
Àíòîí³é òà Àðõèºïèñêîï Âñåâîëîä, ñåðäå÷íî â³òàºìî Âàñ ³ç
îáðàííÿì íà âèñîêå ñòàíîâèùå Ïðåçèäåíòà Óêðà¿íè.
Çàïåâíÿºìî Âàñ ó íàøèõ ìîëèòâàõ òà ìîëèòâàõ äóõîâåíñòâà
³ â³ðíèõ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ.

Ïðèíîñèìî íàø³ ùèð³ ìîëèòâè çà òå, ùîá ï³ä Âàøèì óì³ëèì
³ ñïðàâåäëèâèì êåðóâàííÿì íàðîä Óêðà¿íè ì³ã, ÿê ñêàçàíî ó
ñâ. Ë³òóðã³¿, “…âåñòè ùàñëèâå ³ ìèðíå æèòòÿ ó ïîáîæíîñò³ ³
ã³äíîñò³”, çä³éñíþâàòè ñâ³é îñîáèñòèé ïîòåíö³ÿë òà âò³øàòèñÿ
ïîòåíö³ÿëîì ñâîº¿ äåðæàâè.

Ìè ðàä³ºìî çì³ñòîì ïðèâ³òàëüíîãî ëèñòà, íàä³ñëàíîãî Âàì
Éîãî Âñåñâÿò³ñòþ Âñåëåíñüêèì Ïàòð³ÿðõîì Âàðôîëîì³ºì, â³ä
3-ãî ñ³÷ííÿ 2005 ð.Á., ³ ïðèíîñèìî ïîäÿêó Ãîñïîäåâ³ çà íüîãî.
Â öüîìó ëèñò³ Âñåñâÿò³øèé Ïàòð³ÿðõ âèñëîâëþº ñòóðáóâàííÿ
çà äîáðèé ñòàí ñâÿòîãî Ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ â Óêðà¿í³. Ìè, ðàçîì ç
Éîãî Âñåñâÿò³ñòþ ïðàöþâàëè íàä ñïðàâàìè, ùî ìàëè âåñòè
äî âñòàíîâëåííÿ ºäèíî¿ Ïîì³ñíî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â
Óêðà¿í³. Ìè íå ëèøå ìîëèìîñü çà òå, àëå º ãëèáîêî
ïåðåêîíàí³, ùî êðîêè, ùî âåäóòü äî öåðêîâíî¿ ºäíîñò³, ÿê³
Âàø³ ïîïåðåäíèêè íå áàæàëè çðîáèòè, áóäóòü çðîáëåí³ Âàìè,
âåëüìèøàíîâíèé Â³êòîðå Àíäð³éîâè÷ó. Òàêîæ ìîëèòîâíî
íàä³ºìîñü, ùî Éîãî Âñåñâÿò³ñòü áóäå çàïðîøåíî äëÿ äèñêóñ³é
ç Âàìè, ïàíå Ïåçèäåíòå,  â Óêðà¿íó, êðà¿íó, êîòðà, ÿê ³
Êîíñòàíòèíîïîëü, áóëà áëàãîñëîâåííà ïðèñóòí³ñòþ ñâÿòîãî
àïîñòîëà Àíäð³ÿ Ïåðâîçâàííîãî.

Ïåðåñèëàþ÷è Âàì íàø³ íàéñåðäå÷í³ø³ ð³çäâÿí³ ïîáàæàííÿ,
ìè ìîëèìîñü çà òå, ùîá Âàøà àäì³í³ñòðàö³ÿ ïîâñÿê÷àñ áóëà
ïðèêëàäîì ïðàâäè, ñïðàâåäëèâîñò³ ³ ïðàâåäíîñò³ äëÿ íàðîäó,
äîâ³ðåíîãî Âàø³é îï³ö³,

ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÍÀÐÎÄÈÂÑß!     ÑËÀÂÌÎ ÉÎÃÎ!

COUNCIL OF BISHOPSCOUNCIL OF BISHOPSCOUNCIL OF BISHOPSCOUNCIL OF BISHOPSCOUNCIL OF BISHOPS
OF THE UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USAOF THE UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USAOF THE UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USAOF THE UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USAOF THE UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USA

ÑÎÁÎÐ ªÏÈÑÊÎÏ²ÂÑÎÁÎÐ ªÏÈÑÊÎÏ²ÂÑÎÁÎÐ ªÏÈÑÊÎÏ²ÂÑÎÁÎÐ ªÏÈÑÊÎÏ²ÂÑÎÁÎÐ ªÏÈÑÊÎÏ²Â
ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÎ¯ ÏÐÀÂÎÑËÀÂÍÎ¯ ÖÅÐÊÂÈ Â ÑØÀÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÎ¯ ÏÐÀÂÎÑËÀÂÍÎ¯ ÖÅÐÊÂÈ Â ÑØÀÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÎ¯ ÏÐÀÂÎÑËÀÂÍÎ¯ ÖÅÐÊÂÈ Â ÑØÀÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÎ¯ ÏÐÀÂÎÑËÀÂÍÎ¯ ÖÅÐÊÂÈ Â ÑØÀÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÎ¯ ÏÐÀÂÎÑËÀÂÍÎ¯ ÖÅÐÊÂÈ Â ÑØÀ

Message of Congratulations to President-Elect of Ukraine Viktor Yushchenko!
Ïðèâ³òàëüíå çâåðíåííÿ äî íîâîîáðàíîãî ïðåçèäåíòà Óêðà¿íè Â³êòîðà Þùåíêà!

Ðiê LV  ×èñ. II, ëþòèé, 2005



7

Ï³ä ÷àñ îáãîâîðåííÿ ³ñòîðè÷íî¿ íåîáõ³äíîñò³ îá’ºäíàííÿ óêðà¿íñüêîãî
ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ - Àðõèºïèñêîï Àíòîí³é, áëàæåííî¿ ïàì’ÿò³ ïàòð³ÿðõ

Ìñòèñëàâ òà Âñåëåíñüêèé ïàòð³ÿðõ Âàðòîëîì³é.

Disscussing the historical need of united Ukrainian Orthodox Church:
His Eminence Archbishop Antony, His Holiness Patriarch Mstyslav of blessed

memory and His All-Holiness Patriarch Bartholomew,
Archbishop of Constantinople, New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch

ÂÑÅÑÂßÒIØÈÉ ÏÀÒÐIßÐÕÂÑÅÑÂßÒIØÈÉ ÏÀÒÐIßÐÕÂÑÅÑÂßÒIØÈÉ ÏÀÒÐIßÐÕÂÑÅÑÂßÒIØÈÉ ÏÀÒÐIßÐÕÂÑÅÑÂßÒIØÈÉ ÏÀÒÐIßÐÕ
ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍÎÏÎËÜÑÜÊÈÉÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍÎÏÎËÜÑÜÊÈÉÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍÎÏÎËÜÑÜÊÈÉÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍÎÏÎËÜÑÜÊÈÉÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍÎÏÎËÜÑÜÊÈÉ

ÏÐÈÂIÒÀÂ ÍÎÂÎÎÁÐÀÍÎÃÎ
ÏÐÅÇÈÄÅÍÒÀ ÓÊÐÀ¡ÍÈ

ÂIÊÒÎÐÀ ÞÙÅÍÊÀ

3 ñ³÷íÿ 2005 ð.Á. Âñåëåíñüêèé Ïàòð³ÿðõ Êîíñòàí-
òèíîïîëüñüêèé ïðèâ³òàâ íîâîîáðàíîãî Ïðåçèäåíòà Óêðà¿íè
Â³êòîðà Þùåíêà. Íèæ÷å ïîäàºìî ïîâíèé ïåðåêëàä  ç
àí´ëîìîâíîãî îðè´³íàëó öüîãî ëèñòà.

Éîãî Åêñöåëåíö³¿, íàøî¿ Ñìèðåííîñòè óëþáëåíîìó ó
Ãîñïîä³: ïàíó Â³êòîðó À. Þùåíêîâ³,
íîâîîáðàíîìó Ïðåçèäåíòîâ³ Óêðà¿íè, ëàñêà ³ ìèð â³ä Áîãà!

Â³ä ³ìåí³ Õðèñòîâî¿ Öåðêâè-Ìàòåð³ ³ â³ä íàøî¿ Ñìèðåííîñòè,
ÿê Âñåëåíñüêîãî Ïàòð³ÿðõà Êîíñòàíòèíîïîëüñüêîãî, ìè
ìàºìî ïðèºìí³ñòü ïåðåäàòè Âàø³é Åêñöåëåíö³¿ íàøå
çàäîâîëåííÿ ³ç ïðèâîäó îáðàííÿ Âàñ Ïðåçèäåíòîì Óêðà¿íè.

Ìè ïîñò³éíî ìîëèìî Âñåìîãóòíüîãî Ãîñïîäà, ïîáëàãîñëî-
âèòè ìíîãîñòðàæäàëüíèé óêðà¿íñüêèé íàðîä ìèðîì,
äîáðîáóòîì ³ ñâîáîäîþ äëÿ âñ³õ ãðîìàäÿí Óêðà¿íè.

Ìè áîëÿ÷å ðîçóì³ºìî ³ º çàñìó÷åí³ ñó÷àñíîþ êðèçîþ
Ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ â Óêðà¿í³, ïðàä³ä³âñüêî¿ â³ðè óêðà¿íö³â.

Êîëè ìè íåîäíîðàçîâî âèñëîâëþâàëèñÿ ïðî íåñïðèºì-
ëèâ³ñòü ðîç’ºäíàíîãî Ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ â Óêðà¿í³, ìè âîäíî÷àñ
âèñëîâëþâàëè íàøó ãîòîâí³ñòü äîïîìîãòè çì³íèòè öþ áîëþ-
÷ó ñèòóàö³þ.

Çäàºòüñÿ , ùî ñó÷àñíèé ìîìåíò º íàéá³ëüø ñïðèÿòëèâèì
äëÿ òîãî, ùîá ðîçïî÷àòè ïðîöåñ çàãîþâàííÿ ðîç’ºäíàííÿ,
à Âåëèêà Öåðêâà Õðèñòîâà, Âñåëåíñüêa Ïàòð³ÿðõ³ÿ, ãîòîâà
ïîäàòè â öüîìó ñâîþ äîïîìîãó.

Â³òàþ÷è ùå ðàç Âàøó Åêñöåëåíö³þ, ìè øëåìî Âàì íàøå
ïàòð³ÿðøå Áëàãîñëîâåííÿ ³ ìîëèìîñü çà Âàøå çäîðîâ’ÿ ³
äîáðîáóò  ó öüîìó Íîâîìó Ðîö³ ³ ùå íà áàãàòî ðîê³â ó ìàé-
áóòíüîìó.

Â Ïàòð³ÿðõ³¿, 3 ñ³÷íÿ 2005 ð.Á

Âàøî¿ Åêñöåëåíö³¿
óñåðäíèé çàñòóïíèê ïåðåä Áîãîì

+ Âàðôîëîì³é,
Àðõèºïèñêîï Êîíñòàíòèíîïîëüñüêèé ³ Íîâîãî Ðèìó

òà Âñåëåíñüêèé Ïàòð³ÿðõ.

HIS HOLINESS PATRIARCH OFHIS HOLINESS PATRIARCH OFHIS HOLINESS PATRIARCH OFHIS HOLINESS PATRIARCH OFHIS HOLINESS PATRIARCH OF
CONSTANTINOPLECONSTANTINOPLECONSTANTINOPLECONSTANTINOPLECONSTANTINOPLE

CONGRATULATES PRESIDENT-ELECT
VIKTOR YUSHCHENKO

Patriarch Bartholomew I of Constantinople on 3 January
2005 sent greetings to Ukrainian President-elect Viktor Yushchenko.
The full, original English text is given below.
 
Your Excellency Mr. Viktor A. Yushchenko,
President-elect of Ukraine,
our Modesty’s beloved in the Lord: Grace and peace from God.
 
On behalf of the Mother Church of Christ and our Modesty as the
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, we are pleased to convey to
Your Excellency our satisfaction on your election to the Presidency of
Ukraine.
 
We are constantly praying to Almighty God to bless the long-suffering
nation of Ukraine with peace, justice, prosperity and freedom for all
its citizens.
 
We are painfully aware and saddened by the present cris³s of Orthodoxy
in Ukraine, the faith of the forefathers of the Ukrainian people.
 
As we have expressed repeatedly our concerns about the unacceptable
disunity within Orthodoxy in Ukraine, we have also repeatedly
expressed our readiness to assist to ameliorate this painful situation.
 
It seems that it is most propitious as this junction to initiate the process
of healing this disunity, and the Great Church of Christ, the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, is ready to render any assistance in this endeavor.
 
Congratulating Your Excellency once again, we bestow upon you
our patriarchal blessings and prayers for your health and well being
in this New Year and for many years to come.
 
At the Patriarchate, 3 January 2005
 
Your Excellency’s
fervent supplicant before God
+ Bartholomew
Archbishop of Constantinople,
New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch
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8 Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî

Ï³ä ÷àñ âèáîð÷î¿ êàìïàí³¿ â Êèºâ³ áóëî îòðèìàíî äâà
ïîñëàííÿ äî óêðà¿íñüêîãî íàðîäó â³ä ïðàâîñëàâíîãî Âñåëåíñüêîãî
Ïàòð³ÿðõà Âàðôîëîì³ÿ ², àðõèºïèñêîïà Êîíñòàíòèíîïîëüñüêîãî. Öå
äðóæí³ ïîñëàííÿ ï³äòðèìêè ³ ñõâàëåííÿ òèõ äåìîêðàòè÷íèõ
ïðîöåñ³â, ÿê³ â³äáóâàþòüñÿ ñüîãîäí³ â Óêðà¿í³. Ó äðóãîìó ïîñëàíí³
Ïàòð³ÿðõ ïîçäîðîâëÿº  (ï³ñëÿ îãîëîøåííÿ ïîïåðåäí³õ ðåçóëüòàò³â)
³ç ïåðåìîãîþ ó âèáîð÷èõ çìàãàííÿõ óêðà¿íñüêèé íàðîä òà Â³êòîðà
Þùåíêà.

Çãàäàí³ ïîñëàííÿ ìîæíà ââàæàòè ùå îäíèì ïðîÿâîì òèõ
“òåêòîí³÷íèõ çñóâ³â”, ÿë³ áóëè ñïðè÷èíåí³ íàäçâè÷àéíèìè é
íåñïîä³âàíèìè äëÿ ñâ³òó (ïî ïðàâä³ êàæó÷è - ³ äëÿ ñàìèõ óêðà¿íö³â)
ïîä³ÿìè, ùî ñóïðîâîäæóâàëè âèáîðè ïðåçèäåíòà â Óêðà¿í³. Ç áîêó
Âñåëåíñüêîãî ïàòð³ÿðõà öå áóâ êðîê åêñòðàîðäèíàðíèé – äî öüîãî
ïîä³áíèõ ïóáë³÷íèõ äåìîíñòðàö³é ïðè÷åòíîñò³ Âñåëåíñüêîãî
ïàòð³ÿðõàòó äî óêðà¿íñüêèõ ñïðàâ, òèì á³ëüø ñâ³òñüêèõ, íå
ñïîñòåð³ãàëîñÿ. Òîìó äëÿ óêðà¿íñüêèõ ïðàâîñëàâíèõ “Âñåëåíñüêèé
ïàòð³ÿðõ” – òî äåùî â³äñòîðîíåíà, íàâ³òü àáñòðàêòíà îñîáèñò³ñòü,
ïîâ’ÿçàíà ñêîð³øå ç ³ñòîð³ºþ Êè¿âñüêî¿ Ðóñ³, í³æ ³ç ñó÷àñí³ñòþ (îô³ö³éí³
öåðêîâí³ êîíòàêòè ç Öàðãîðîäñüêèì ïàòð³ÿðõîì îá³ðâàëèñÿ ï³ñëÿ
ï³äïîðÿäêóâàííÿ Êè¿âñüêî¿ Ìèòðîïîë³¿ Ìîñêîâñüêîìó ïàòð³ÿðõàòó
â 1686 ð.). Õî÷à é â³äîìî, ùî óðÿä Ëåîí³äà Êó÷ìè ðîáèâ
äèïëîìàòè÷í³ ñïðîáè çàëó÷èòè ïàòð³ÿðõà Âàðôîëîì³ÿ ³ äî âèð³øåííÿ
óêðà¿íñüêèõ ïðàâîñëàâíèõ ïðîáëåì.

Âåëüìè âàæëèâèì º òå, ùî ó äðóãîìó â³òàíí³ ïàòð³ÿðõ
Âàðôîëîì³é ² çàïðîïîíóâàâ ñâîþ äîïîìîãó äëÿ âðå´óëþàííÿ
ðîçêîëó Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè (ÓÏÖ). Òîìó íå äèâíî,
ùî ïîñëàííÿ ïàòð³ÿðõà Âàðôîëîì³ÿ ² äî Óêðà¿íè âèêëèêàëè íåãàéíó
ðåàêö³þ Ìîñêîâñüêî¿ ïàòð³ÿðõ³¿ (ÌÏ). Â³ää³ë çîâí³øí³õ öåðêîâíèõ
çâ’ÿçê³â ÌÏ îö³íèâ (³ ð³çêî çàñóäèâ) ³í³ö³ÿòèâó Âñåëåíñüêîãî ïàð³ÿðõà,
ÿê ïåðøèé êðîê äî, òàê áè ìîâèòè, “ïåðåïîä³ëó” ïðàâîñëàâíîãî
ñâ³òó – à ñàìå, äî âèêëþ÷åííÿ ÓÏÖ Ìîñêîâñüêîãî ïàòð³ÿðõàòó (ÓÏÖ
ÌÏ) ç³ ñêëàäó Ðóñüêî¿ ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè (ÐÏÖ) ³ ï³äïîðÿäêóâàííÿ
âñüîãî óêðà¿íñüêîãî ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ Êîíñòàíòèíîïîëüñüê³é
àðõèºïèñêîï³¿. Ö³ íàì³ðè º òèì á³ëüø â³ðîã³äíèìè äëÿ Ìîñêâè, ùî
³ñíóº îô³ö³éíà çàÿâà Êîíñòèíîïîëüñüêî¿ àðõèºïèñêîï³¿ (20-ò³ ðîêè
ìèíóëîãî ñòîë³òòÿ), â ÿê³é êàíîí³÷íà òåðèòîð³ÿ Ìîñêîâñüêîãî
ïàòð³ÿðõàòó âèçíàºòüñÿ ò³ëüêè â ìåæàõ 1589 ðîêó, òîáòî íà ÷àñ
óòâîðåííÿ öüîãî ïàòð³ÿðõàòó, ³íøèìè ñëîâàìè – áåç Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
Öåðêâè.

Áëèñêàâè÷í³é ðåàêö³¿ Ìîñêîâñüêî¿ ïàòð³ÿðõ³¿ äèâóâàòèñÿ
òóò íå ïðèõîäèòüñÿ, áî òóò éäåòüñÿ ïðî ãîëîâíå äëÿ íå¿ - ïðî
âåðõîâåíñòâî ó ïðàâîñëàâíîìó ñâ³ò³. À âîíî òåïåð âèçíà÷àºòüñÿ
ãîëîâíèì ÷èíîì, ðîçì³ðàìè Öåðêâè – ê³ëüê³ñòþ â³ðóþ÷èõ, ãðîìàä,
õðàì³â, ìîíàñòèð³â. Ñüîãîäí³ íàéá³ëüøîþ Ïðàâîñëàâíîþ Öåðêâîþ
ñâ³òó º Ðîñ³éñüêà Öåðêâà, ÿêà íåóñèïíî ïðàãíå ãðàòè âèð³øàëüíó,
ãîëîâóþ÷ó ðîëþ ó ñâ³òîâîìó ïðàâîñëàâ’¿ (ó öüîìó ¿¿ çàâæäè
ï³äòðèìóâàëè ³ ï³äòðèìóþòü óñ³ ðîñ³éñüêî¿ âëàäè – êíÿæà, öàðñüêà,
á³ëüøîâèöüêà ³ òåïåð³øíÿ). Õî÷ çà ³ñòîðè÷íèìè öåðêîâíèìè
ïðàâèëàìè “ïåðøèì ïî ÷åñò³” º Âñåëåíñüêèé ïàòð³ÿðõ, à
Ìîñêîâñüêèé – ò³ëüêè íà ï’ÿòîìó ì³ñö³ â ³ºðàðõ³¿ ïðàâîñëàâíèõ
Öåðêîâ.

ßê çì³íèòüñÿ ïîçèö³ÿ ÐÏÖ ó âèïàäêó, êîëè óêðà¿íñüê³
ïðàâîñëàâí³ âèéäóòü ç ¿¿ ñêëàäó? Âèÿâëÿºòüñÿ, ùî ðàäèêàëüíî ³
êàòàñòðîô³÷íî äëÿ ¿¿ àìá³ö³é. Áî ñüîãîäí³ 10 000 ïàðàô³é ÓÏÖ
Ìîñêîâñüêîãî Ïàòð³ÿðõàòó (ãðîìàäè íà òåðèòîð³¿ Óêðà¿íè)
ñêëàäàþòü òðîõè ìåíøå ïîëîâèíè âñ³º¿ Ðîñ³éñüêî¿ Öåðêâè, ³
âòðà÷àþ÷è ö³ óêðà¿íñüê³ ãðîìàäè âîíà âòðà÷àº ñòàòóñ (Ä³éñíî òàê!)
íàéá³ëüøî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè ñâ³òó. À ÿêà Ïðàâîñëàâíà Öåðêâà
ñòàíå ó öüîìó âèïàäêó íàéá³ëüøîþ ó ñâ³ò³, ×èòà÷ó? Ïðàâèëüíî –

Óêðà¿íñüêà Ïðàâîñëàâíà! ßêùî âîíà áóäå ºäèíîþ, îá’ºäíàíîþ,
ìîíîë³òíîþ, òî â ¿¿ ñêëàä³ áóäå ìàéæå 15 000 ãðîìàä – çíà÷íî
á³ëüøå, í³æ íà òåðèòîð³¿ Ðîñ³¿.

ßê áà÷èìî ãîëîâíà ïåðåâàãà Ðóñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè
ó ïðàâîñëàâíîìó ñâ³ò³ - ðîçì³ð – ïîâí³ñòþ çàëåæèòü â³ä âõîäæåííÿ
äî ¿¿ ñêëàäó ÓÏÖ ÌÏ. Éäåòüñÿ íå ò³ëüêè ïðî äîõîäè ³ íàâ³òü íå
ò³ëüêè ïðî ïîë³òè÷íèé âïëèâ íà óêðà¿íñüêå ñóñï³ëüñòâî (ùî ÿñêðàâî
ïîêàçàëè îñòàíí³ âèáîðè), àëå é ïðî “ñâÿòå” – ïðî âòðàòó ñâ³òîâîãî
ïðåñòèæó ³ ïåðåõ³ä íà íèæ÷ó ³ºðàðõ³÷íó ùàáëèíó. ×åðåç òå íå ò³ëüêè
Ðîñ³éñüêà Öåðêâà, àëå é ðîñ³éñüêà ñâ³òñüêà âëàäà òàê òðèìàþòüñÿ
ÓÏÖ ÌÏ, òàê ¿¿ ï³äòðèìóþòü.

ßê ìîæíà çðîçóì³òè ç³ çãàäàíî¿ çàÿâè Â³ää³ëó çîâí³øí³õ
öåðêîâíèõ çâ’ÿçê³â ÌÏ, ìîñêîâñüê³ äóõîâí³ äèïëîìàòè âïåâíåí³ ó
òîìó, ùî ïàòð³ÿðõ Âàðôîëîì³é ² çáèðàºòüñÿ âêëþ÷èòè Óêðà¿íñüêó
Öåðêâó â Ìèòðîïîë³þ ÷àñ³â Êè¿âñüêî¿ Ðóñ³. Òðåáà âèçíàòè, ùî òàê³
äóìêè ïðîâîêóº íå ò³ëüêè ï³äîçð³ë³ñòü ìîñêîâñüêî¿ ïàòð³ÿðõ³¿, àðå é
òà îáñòàâèíà, ùî ïàòð³ÿðõ Âàðôîëîì³é ², çãàäàâøè ó ñâîºìó ïîñëàíí³
îäíó íàøó áîëþ÷ó ïðîáëåìó – ðîçêîë, íå çãàäóº ³íøó, íå ìåíø
âàæëèâó – íàäàííÿ óêðà¿íñüêîìó ïðàâîñëàâ’þ ñòàòóñó àâòîêåôàë³¿,
òîáòî ïîâíî¿ íåçàëåæíîñò³. Òóò âàðòî ïîð³âíÿòè òàêîæ ðîçì³ðè
Âñåëåíñüêîãî ïàòð³ÿðõàòó – äåñü 3000 ïàðàô³é, ðîçêèäàíèõ â óñüîìó
ñâ³ò³ - ç ðîçì³ðàìè óêðà¿íñüêî¿ ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ ñï³ëüíîòòè (á³ëÿ 15
000 ïàðàô³é). Íå çàáóâàéìî, ùî âïëèâ ³ ðîçì³ðè Êîíñòàíòèíî-
ïîëüñüêî¿ Öåðêâè, ÿêà êîëèñü ôàêòè÷íî ïðàâèëà âñ³ì ïðàâîñëàâíèì
ñâ³òîì, êàòàñòðîô³÷íî çìåíøèëèñÿ ï³ñëÿ ïàä³ííÿ Êîíñòàíòèíîïîëÿ
1452  ðîêó.

ßêùî ä³éñíî Âñåëåíñüêà ïàòð³ÿðõ³ÿ ìàº âèùå çãàäàí³ íàì³ðè
(ñêîð³øå çà âñå, òî ò³ëüêè õâîðîáëèâà ï³äîçð³ë³ñòü), öå íå âëàøòîâóº
íå ò³ëüêè Ìîñêâó, àëå é Êè¿â.  Àëå ó áóäü-ÿêîìó ðàç³, ïðîöåäóðà
âõîäæåííÿ áóäü-ÿêî¿ Öåðêâè äî ñâ³òîâî¿ ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ ñï³ëüíîòè
- íå ïðîñòà ³ íå øâèäêà ñïðàâà (íàâ³òü ó âèïàäêó ï³äòðèìêè
Âñåëåíñüêèì Ïàòð³ÿðõàòîì). ßê â³äîìî, Öåðêâà Ãðåö³¿ (Åëëàäñüêà
Ïðàâîñëàâíà Öåðêâà) ï³ñëÿ îòðèìàííÿ êðà¿íîþ íåçàëåæíîñò³ áóëà
íåâèçíàíîþ ê³ëüêà äåñÿòèë³òü, à Ìîñêîâñüêà Ìèòðîïîë³ÿ, ÿêà
â³ää³ëèëàñÿ â³ä Êè¿âñüêî¿, íå ìàëà çàêîííîãî ñòàòóñó ìàéæå 140
ðîê³â – äî ïðîãîëîøåííÿ Ìîñêîâñüêîãî Ïàòð³ÿðõàòó.

ßê áà÷èìî, âèáîðè óêðà¿íñüêîãî ïðåçèäåíòà ïðèçâåëè é
äî, òàê áè ìîâèòè, öåðêîâíîãî â³äëóííÿ, ³ ïîâ’ÿçàíî âîíî íå ò³ëüêè
ç³ Âñåëåíñüêèì ïàòð³ÿðõîì. Àäæå íåìàº ñóìí³âó ó òîìó, ùî îñòàíí³
ïîä³¿ â êðà¿í³ çì³íèëè - ³ íà êðàùå – ñòàòóñ, ³ì³äæ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè Ìîñêîâñüêîãî Ïàòð³ÿðõàòó â ñóñï³ëüñòâ³.
×èìàëî ¿¿ ïàðàô³ÿí ³ äóõîâíèõ îñ³á íå ïðèéíÿëè àæ çàíàäòî àêòèâíó
ïåðåäâèáîð÷ó ïîë³òèêó ö³º¿ Öåðêâè, â³äñòîðîíèëèñü â³ä íå¿ ³ íàâ³òü
â³äêðèòî çàÿâèëè ïðî ñâîþ íåçãîäó (ùî áóâàº â Öåðêâ³ ð³äêî). Íå
âàðòî, âò³ì, î÷³êóâàòè, ùî ö³ îáñòàâèíè ìîæóòü ðàäèêàëüíî ³ øâèäêî
ïåðåìîãòè ñèòóàö³þ ó ö³é Öåðêâ³, ïîì³òíî â³ääàëèòè ¿¿ â³ä
Ìîñêîâñüêî¿ ïàòð³ÿðõ³¿ àáî çì³íèòè ñòàâëåííÿ ÷àñòèíè äóõ³âíèöòâà
äî âèêëèê³â óêðà¿íñüêî¿ äåðæàâíîñò³.

Àëå çäàºòüñÿ, ùî òàê ÷è ³íàêøå, ïîñòóïîâî-ïîñòóïîâî
ïîë³òèêà ÓÏÖ ÌÏ áóäå òàêè çì³íþâàòèñÿ, áî ÷àñè ïîâíî¿ áåçêàðíîñò³,
íàâ³òü ñâàâîë³ äåÿêèõ âëàäèê ³ áàòþøîê ó áàãàòüîõ âàæëèâèõ äëÿ
ñóñï³ëüñòâà ñïðàâàõ, ïðîéøëè. Äóìàºìî, ùî áóäóòü ïîòèõîíüêó
óñóíåí³ ç êàôåäð íàéá³ëüø àêòèâí³ é ãó÷íîìîâí³ ïðîðîñ³éñüê³
âëàäèêè, çíàéäåòüñÿ óïðàâà íà ä³ÿëüí³ñòü òàê çâàíèõ ïðàâîñëàâíèõ
áðàòñòâ òà ³í. ³ ìîæå Óêðà¿íñüêà öåðêâà òàêè çãàäàº, ùî ó Ãðåöüê³é
Öåðêâ³ ñëóæàòü ãðåöüêîþ ìîâîþ, ó Ãðóçèíñüê³é – ãðóçèíñüêîþ, à â
ïðàâîñëàâíèõ öåðêâàõ Çàõ³äíî¿ Åâòîïè – ìîâàìè ñâî¿õ ïàðàô³ÿí.

À Âñåëåíñüêîìó ïàòð³ÿðõó Âàðôîëîì³þ ² ìè
ñåðäå÷íî äÿêóºìî!

Êëàðà ¥óäçèê, “Äåíü” ÷.26, ñåðåäà, 12 ñ³÷íÿ 2005.
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During the presidential campaign in Kyiv, Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew I, Archbishop of Constantinople, addressed two friendly
messages to the Ukrainian people, expressing his support and approval
of the democratic process in Ukraine. In his second message the Patri-
arch greeted the Ukrainian people and Viktor Yushchenko on the elec-
tion victory (after the announcement of the preliminary turnout).

These messages may be described as yet another manifesta-
tion of the tectonic shifts caused by the extraordinary events that
took place during the presidential campaign, which were totally unex-
pected for the rest of the world (frankly speaking, also for most
Ukrainians). Also, it was an extraordinary move on the part of the
Ecumenical Patriarch, as his office had never publicly demonstrated
such attention to Ukrainian affairs, even less so in the secular domain.
For Ukrainian Orthodox adherents, the Ecumenical Patriarch remains a
distant, even abstract, entity, mostly having to do with the history of
Kyivan Rus’ (official religious contacts with the Patriarch of
Constantinople were terminated after the Kyiv See was subordinated
to the Moscow Patriarchate in 1686), although Leonid Kuchma’s ad-
ministration tried through diplomatic channels to get Bartholomew I
involved in solving Ukrainian Orthodox problems.

Another very important fact is that in his second message
Patriarch Bartholomew I offered to help settle the schism in the Ukrai-
nian Orthodox Church. Not surprisingly, his messages triggered an
immediate response from the Moscow Patriarchate. The office of ex-
ternal church contacts sharply denounced the Ecumenical Patriarch’s
initiative as the first step in the direction of “redividing” the Orthodox
world, specifically by excluding the Moscow Patriarchate-affiliated UOC
from the Russian Orthodox Church and subordinating Ukrainian Or-
thodoxy to the Constantinople See. Such intentions must seem obvi-
ous to Moscow, especially considering the fact that the Constantinople
See issued an official statement in the 1920s, which recognized the
canonical territory of the Moscow Patriarchate only within the bound-
aries that were established in 1589, when the patriarchate was estab-
lished; in other words, without the Ukrainian Church.

The Moscow Patriarchate’s instant response was only natu-
ral, because the point at issue is its supremacy in the Orthodox world,
a matter of the highest priority. This supremacy is now mainly deter-
mined by the size of the church and the number of adherents, reli-
gious communities, temples, monasteries, and convents. The Russian
Church remains the largest in the Orthodox world and it is resolved to
maintain its lead and play a decisive role (in this it has always been
supported by the secular authorities ranging from princes to tsars to
Bolsheviks to the current Russian government). However, according
to the historical canon, the Ecumenical Patriarch occupies first place in
the Orthodox hierarchy and the Patriarch of Moscow, fifth.

How would the ROC’s status change if the Ukrainian Ortho-
dox adherents withdrew? The answer is radical and spells disaster. At
present, 10,000 UOC-MP parishes (Moscow-affiliated religious com-
munities in Ukraine) make up slightly less than one-half of the Rus-
sian Church. Therefore, by losing these religious communities, the ROC
would actually lose its status as the world’s largest Orthodox Church.
Dear Reader, guess which church would then be the largest? Correct.
The Ukrainian Orthodox Church, provided it is undivided, sound, and
solid. It would have almost 15,000 communities, considerably more
than in Russia.

The ROC’s main advantage in the Orthodox world is its size,
and thus it completely depends on the UOC-MP membership. It is not
so much a matter of revenues, not even political influence in Ukraine
(as vividly demonstrated by the presidential campaign), as the pros-
pect of losing international prestige and having to climb down one
rung on the hierarchical ladder. That is why both the Russian Church
and Russian government are holding fast and paying such close at-
tention to the UOC-MP.

From the statement issued by
the office of the Moscow Patriarchate’s
external church contacts it follows
that Moscow’s ecclesiastical dip-
lomats feel certain that Patriarch
Bartholomew I intends to in-
clude the Ukrainian Church in
his sphere of influence, even
place it under his jurisdiction —
in other words, restore the sta-
tus of the Kyiv See as it was
in Kyivan Rus’. Such assump-
tions, it should be noted, are
provoked not only by the
Moscow Patriarchate’s suspi-
cions, but also by the fact that
in his message Patr iarch
Bartholomew I mentions
Ukraine’s one painful problem,
namely the church schism, but
makes no mention of another,
equally important, issue: granting the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church autocephalous
status, meaning complete independence. Here one ought to compare
the size of the Ecumenical Patriarchate (some 3,000 parishes scattered
throughout the world) to that of the Ukrainian Orthodox community
(about 15,000 parishes). Also, the size and influence of the Church of
Constantinople, once the de facto ruler of the entire Orthodox world,
disastrously declined after the fall of Constantinople in 1453.

Assuming that the Ecumenical Patriarchate harbors such in-
tentions (most likely they exist in the feverish imagination [of the Mos-
cow Patriarchate]), they are not to the liking of both Moscow and Kyiv.
Be that as it may, admitting a church to the world Orthodox commu-
nity involves complicated and time-consuming procedures (even when
they have the support of the Ecumenical Patriarch). For example, the
Hellenic Orthodox Church of Greece remained unrecognized for sev-
eral decades after that country became independent; the Moscow bish-
opric that withdrew from the Kyiv See had no legal status for almost
140 years, until the proclamation of the Moscow Patriarchate.

Apparently the presidential campaign in Ukraine also caused
reverberations within church circles, and not only in conjunction with
the Ecumenical Patriarch. There is hardly any doubt that recent events
did little to introduce positive changes to the status and image of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church under the Moscow Patriarchate in the public
eye. Quite a few parishioners and clergymen did not hold with the
overactive campaign policy of their church, and some even voiced their
disagreement (things like that happen very seldom in a church com-
munity). This, however, does not mean that the situation may change
radically and quickly in this church, or that it will noticeably distance
itself from the Moscow Patriarchate, or that part of the clergy will
revise their attitude to the challenges of Ukrainian statehood.

Nevertheless, it is safe to assume that the UOC-MP policy will
eventually change, even if gradually, because the days when bishops
and parish priests felt free to act as they pleased in regard to many
issues of national importance are now gone. This author believes that
the most outspoken pro-Russian bishops will be quietly relieved of
their posts, and the so-called Orthodox brotherhoods, etc., will be
called to account. Also, the Ukrainian Church may finally remember
that the divine services are celebrated in the Greek churches in Greek, in
the Georgian ones in Georgian, and in the Orthodox churches of West-
ern Europe in the languages spoken by the parishioners.

And, finally, we are very grateful to Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew I.

A Place in the Hierarchy By Klara GUDZYK, The Day
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Ìî¿ì âåëèêèì áàæàííÿì º äóøåâíî ïîðîçìîâëÿòè ç
íàøîþ äîðîãîþ ìîëîääþ. Ìàâ ÿ áàãàòî ìîæëèâîñòåé
ðîçìîâëÿòè ç ìîëîäèìè ëþäüìè, àëå ïåðåâàæíî ç ìàëèìè
ãðóïàìè òèõ, ÿê³ ãîòóâàëèñÿ äî öåðêîâíîãî â³í÷àííÿ, àáî òèìè
ïîîäèíîêèìè îñîáàìè, ÿê³ ïðèéøëè ñïîâ³äàòèñÿ. Öå äëÿ ìåíå
áóëè ïðåêðàñí³ õâèëèíè æèòòÿ. Ðîçìîâëÿâ ÿ ç ëþäüìè ÷èñòèìè
ñåðöåì ³ ÷èñòèìè ó ïîâîäæåíí³. Âîíè ùèðî ïðàãíóëè çíàéòè
øëÿõ äî Áîãà. Âîíè é áóëè â òîé ÷àñ Áîæèìè, ñâÿòèìè ëþäüìè,
àíãîëàìè.

Êóëüì³íàö³éíèìè ìîìåíòàìè â æèòò³ ëþäèíè º òîé
÷àñ, êîëè âîíà çàê³í÷óº äèòÿ÷èé â³ê ³ âñòóïàº ó â³ê þíàöüêèé, ³
òîé, êîëè ï³ñëÿ þíàöüêîãî â³êó ïî÷èíàºòüñÿ çð³ë³ñòü.

Êèì â³ä÷óâàº ñåáå þíàê –òå çàëèøàºòüñÿ ó éîãî äóø³
é ñåðö³ äî ê³íöÿ æèòòÿ. Ó þíîñò³ çàãîðÿºòüñÿ ëàìïàäêà äóø³.
Àáè ò³ëüêè öÿ ëàìïàäêà áóëà çàñâ³÷åíà Áîãîì.

Ìîëîä³ñòü –íàéêðàùà ïîðà ëþäñüêîãî æèòòÿ. Ìîëîäü
º ïðèêðàñîþ íå ò³ëüêè ðîäèíè, äîìó ÷è êðàþ, âîíà º ïðèêðàñîþ
é óñüîãî íàðîäó ³ êðà¿íè: íàðîä ñï³âàº ï³ñí³ ïðî ñâî¿õ ìîëîäèõ
ãåðî¿â. Ìè, ñó÷àñí³ óêðà¿íö³, çãàäóºìî þíàê³â, ÿê³ ïîêëàëè ñâîº
æèòòÿ ï³ä Êðóòàìè, ïðàãíó÷è âðÿòóâàòè Óêðà¿íó â³ä âîðîæîãî
íàøåñòÿ, ³ øëåìî ìîëèòâó çà íèõ äî Áîãà. Àëå íå ò³ëüêè ãåðî¿
ó â³éíàõ ïîòð³áí³ Óêðà¿í³. ̄ é ïîòð³áí³ ïðîñòî ã³äí³, ÷åñí³ ëþäè.

Íàøà çåìëÿ ³ æèòòÿ íà í³é º ñâîºð³äíèì ïîëåì, äå
ëþäèíà ñêëàäàº ³ñïèò ïåðåä Áîãîì. ²ñïèò äîáðà, ïðàâäè ³ êðàñè.
Ñìåðòü –öå ìîìåíò, ÿêèé Õðèñòîñ íàçâàâ í³÷÷þ, êîëè ëþäèíà
çàê³í÷èëà ñâîº íàâ÷àííÿ é ³ñïèòè ³ âæå íå ìîæå çì³íèòè ñâîº¿
äîë³. ßê êàçàâ ñòàðîçàâ³òíèé Åêêëåç³àñò, êóäè äåðåâî âïàëî,
òàê ³ áóäå ëåæàòè (Åê. 2,3). Òàê, æèòòÿ äàºòüñÿ ëþäèí³, ùîá
âîíà íà çåìë³ çáóäóâàëà ñîá³ ìàéáóòíº íà íåáåñàõ, ó â³÷íîñò³.
Êîëè æ ëþäèíà ñàìà â³äìîâèòüñÿ â³ä íåáà é Áîãà, áóäå, ÿê
íåïîòð³á, ãîð³òè â ã³ºíí³ âîãíåíí³é. Çäàâàëîñÿ á: ÿê ìîæå ëþäèíà
â³äìîâèòèñÿ â³ä íàéêðàùî¿, íàéâèùî¿ äîë³, ÿêó äàðóº Ãîñïîäü?..
Çàðàäè ö³º¿ â³äìîâè ïðàöþº âåëèêà ñèëà á³ñ³â –ñóïðîòèâíèê³â
Áîæèõ ³ ëþäñüêèõ. Âîíè òàê õèòðî îáìàíþþòü ëþäèíó, ùî
âîíà äóìàº, íà÷å ñàìà âèáðàëà ñîá³ äîëþ, ³ òî êðàùó, í³æ íàì
ãîòóº Áîã, äîëþ “â³ëüíîãî ºñòâà”, áî, ìîâëÿâ, íå õî÷å áóòè
ðàáîì íåâ³òü ó Áîãà. ² ñòàº ðàáîì äèÿâîëà…

À ïðî öå ä³çíàºòüñÿ äóøà âæå çàï³çíî. Áåçë³÷ òàêèõ
òðàãåä³é ãîòóþòü çë³ ñèëè äëÿ áàãàòüîõ çä³áíèõ â÷åíèõ, ñëàâíèõ
³ áàãàòèõ, àëå ãîðäèõ ëþäåé. Ãîðä³ñòü- öå ïåðøèé ãîëîâíèé
ãð³õ. Öå ðèñà ñàìîãî ñàòàíè-äèÿâîëà. “Ï³ä³éìóñÿ ïîíàä ãîðè
õìàð , óïîä³áíþñÿ Âñåâèøíüîìó” (²ñà¿ 14,14). Õðèñòîñ çíàº
éîãî ê³íåöü: “ß áà÷èâ ñàòàíó, ùî ïàäàâ ç íåáà, ÿê áëèñêàâêà”
(Ëê. 10,18).

Íåâæå Áîã òàê ïðèíèæóº ëþäèíó, ùî âîíà ìóñèòü
áóíòóâàòè?

Íàðîäæóºòüñÿ ëþäèíà íåì³÷íîþ, àëå ìàº á³ëÿ ñåáå
ìàò³ð, äëÿ ÿêî¿ öÿ íåì³÷íà äèòèíà º íàéäîðîæ÷èì ñêàðáîì.
Âè, äðóç³ ìî¿ äîðîã³, öå äîáðå çíàºòå, áî çàçíàëè ò³º¿ âåëèêî¿
ìàòåðèíñüêî¿ ëþáîâ³. Ïðàâäà, º ìàòåð³, ÿê³ â³ä³éøëè â³ä Áîãà ³

íå õî÷óòü áóòè ìàòåðÿìè, íèùàòü àáî çàëèøàþòü ñâî¿õ ä³òåé
íàïðèçâîëÿùå… Öå ä³ÿ ñàòàíè, “âîë³ áåç Áîãà”.

Êîëè Õðèñòîñ, Áîã Ñèí, Áîã Ñëîâî, çàõîò³â ñòàòè ëþäèíîþ,
Â³í íå âçÿâ Ñîá³ ëþäñüêîãî ò³ëà ó âèãëÿä³ çð³ëî¿ ëþäèíè, à çàáàæàâ
ïðîéòè âñ³ ñòàä³¿ ëþäñüêîãî æèòòÿ –â³ä íåì³÷íî¿ äèòèíè ÷åðåç
ìàòåðèíñüêó ëþáîâ ³ ëàñêó, ÷åðåç ãîäóâàííÿ ìîëîêîì, ÷åðåç
ïîâ³ëüíå, àëå òàêå ö³êàâå ï³çíàííÿ ñâ³òó. Â äâàíàäöÿòü ðîê³â ìàâ
ñâ³äîì³ñòü, ùî Îòåöü Éîãî- íà íåáåñàõ. Ùî Îòåöü Éîãî-Òîé, Êîìó
ìîëÿòüñÿ ³ ïðèíîñÿòü æåðòâè ó âåëè÷í³é ªðóñàëèìñüê³é ñâÿòèí³,
ºäèíîìó òîä³ õðàì³. Àëå ñëóõàâ çåìíó ìàò³ð òà îï³êóíà Éîñèôà ³
áóâ ç íèìè. ßêèé öå ÷óäåñíèé ïðèêëàä ëþäñüêî¿ ì³ðè, ðîçóì³ííÿ
ñâîãî ì³ñöÿ, ÿê äèòèíè, ïåðåä íåáîì ³ øàíè ñâîº¿ ãîäóâàëüíèö³ é
îï³êóíà –çåìíîãî ïåðøîãî â÷èòåëÿ.

Êîëè ²âàí Õðåñòèòåëü, Ïðåäòå÷à Õðèñòà, ãîòóþ÷è äîðîãó
Måñ³¿-Xðèñòó, à òî÷í³øå, ãîòóþ÷è ëþäÿì øëÿõ äî Õðèñòà, ÷èíèâ
ï³äãîòîâ÷å õðåùåííÿ-êàÿòòÿ, Õðèñòîñ, íå ìàþ÷è ãð³õ³â, ïðèéíÿâ
éîãî… ÿê ëþäèíà. À ç ÿêîþ ùèð³ñòþ â³í íàâ÷àâ ëþäåé, õîäÿ÷è
ï³øêè é íå ìàþ÷è äîìó, ³ ÷óäà òâîðèâ çàðàäè ëþäåé. ² çà öå
ïðèéíÿâ ñìåðòü íà õðåñò³. Àëå ïðèéíÿâ äîáðîâ³ëüíî ³ ñòðàæäàâ
íå çà Ñåáå, à çà òàêèõ, ÿê ìè, ãð³øíèê³â, à îòæå é çà íàñ. À çâåäåíà
äèÿâîëîì ëþäèíà ãîðäóº ïðîñòÿãíóòîþ Áîæîþ ðóêîþ, âîë³º ïåêëî.

×îãî õî÷å â³ä íàñ, ëþäåé, Áîã? Êèì ïðàãíóâ ³ ïðàãíå
áà÷èòè íàñ ³ âàñ Õðèñòîñ Ñïàñèòåëü?

Îñíîâîþ Áîãîïîðÿäêó íà çåìë³, ôóíäàìåíòîì âñüîãî
çàêîíó Õðèñòîñ ïðîãîëîñèâ äâ³ çàïîâ³ä³ ëþáîâ³: “Ëþáè Ãîñïîäà
Áîãà òâîãî âñ³ì ñåðöåì ñâî¿ì ³ âñ³ºþ äóøåþ ñâîºþ, ³ âñ³ºþ ñâîºþ
äóìêîþ”. Öå íàéá³ëüøà ³ íàéïåðøà çàïîâ³äü. À äðóãà îäíàêîâà ç
íåþ: “Ëþáè ñâîãî áëèæíüîãî, ÿê ñàìîãî ñåáå”(Ìò. 22,37-40).

Äâ³ îäíàêîâ³ çàïîâ³ä³! Ïîì³ðêóéòå, äðóç³ ìî¿! Áîã òðàêòóº
ëþäåé òàê, ÿê Ñåáå! ßê âèñîêî âèíîñèòü ëþäèíó Áîæèé çàêîí.

À ÿê òðàêòóº Õðèñòîñ ñàìå ñëîâî “ëþáîâ”, íàì ïîÿñíèâ
ñâ. ºâàíãåë³ñò ²âàí Áîãîñëîâ: “Áîã º ëþáîâ, ³ õòî ïðîáóâàº â ëþáîâ³,
ïðîáóâàº òîé â Áîç³” (1 ²â. 4,16).

Ïåðøà çàïîâ³äü-öå º âåðòèêàëüíà ë³í³ÿ, ïî ÿê³é ³äå ëþáîâ
Áîæà äî íàñ, à íàøà –äî Áîãà.

ßêùî Áîã ëþáèòü óñ³õ ëþäåé, äî ÿêèõ íàëåæèìî ìè, òî
ìè ïîâèíí³ ëþáèòè âñ³õ, êîãî ëþáèòü Áîã! Öå º òà äðóãà-
ãîðèçîíòàëüíà ë³í³ÿ Áîæî¿ ëþáîâ³, ÿêà ïåðåõðåùóºòüñÿ ç ïåðøîþ,
âåðòèêàëüíîþ, ³ òâîðèòü… õðåñò! Ç ëþáîâ³ Õðèñòîñ ï³øîâ íà õðåñò,
ïðèéíÿâ ñìåðòü çà ëþäåé íà õðåñò³, ùîá ³ç íàñ, ãð³øíèê³â, çíÿòè
âèíó!

Òåïåð, äîðîã³ äðóç³, âäóìàéìîñÿ â ñèìâîë õðåñòà ³ çíà÷åííÿ
çàïîâ³äåé ëþáîâ³. Êîëè âäóìàºòåñÿ- íåâæå çìîæåòå çëåãêîâàæèòè
ñïðàâó Õðèñòà, ñïðàâó íàøîãî ñïàñ³ííÿ? Ñïðàâó ëþáîâ³ Áîãà ³
Õðèñòà äî íàñ? Íåâæå íå çàùåìèòü ó âàñ ñåðöå, ÿêèì îáäàðóâàâ
âàñ Ãîñïîäü?

Ò³, ùî éäóòü çà Õðèñòîâèìè âîðîãàìè, áà÷àòü ó
õðèñòèÿíñòâ³ òå, ÷îãî ¿õ “ïðîãðåñèâíèé” ðîçóì íå ñïðèéìàº. ÷åðåç
öå øóêàþòü ÷îãîñü ³íøîãî, “êðàùîãî”, ìîäåðí³øîãî… ³
ïîòðàïëÿþòü íà ìàí³âö³. Áî ÿêà “ñèñòåìà”, ùî ïðåòåíäóº íà ñòàòóñ
ðåë³ã³¿, ìîæå ÿâèòè “êðàùîãî Áîãà”?
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×è íå ò³, áóâà, ùî îá³öÿþòü “í³ðâàíó”, ðîç÷èíåííÿ
âèñîêî¿ ëþäñüêî¿ ñóò³ â “êîñì³÷íîìó õàîñ³”? ²íàêøå êàæó÷è,
â íåáóòò³? Ëèøå Áîã º äæåðåëîì æèòòÿ. Ñàòàíà âòðàòèâ
éîãî ³ òîìó âàì çàçäðèòü ³ â³äâîäèòü âàñ â³ä òîãî, ùîá âè
âçÿëè “ñâ³é õðåñò”-òÿãàð ëþäñüêîãî æèòòÿ ³ ïðèéíÿëè éîãî
³ ïðîéøëè, ÿê ñâîþ ¥îë´îôó, óïîä³áíþþ÷èñü Áîãó ³ Éîãî
ëþáîâ³.

Çàãëèáòåñü ó ñåáå, â Ñâîþ ñóòí³ñòü, ³, ìîæå,
çíàéäåòå Õðèñòà… Íà âóëèö³ ÷è íà ñòàä³îí³, â íàòîâï³ -
âàæêî Éîãî çíàéòè. Ñàì Â³í ðàäèâ çàéòè â ñâîþ ê³ìíàòó,
çà÷èíèòè çà ñîáîþ äâåð³ é ïîìîëèòèñÿ Îòöåâ³ ñâîºìó â
òàéí³, à Îòåöü âèíàãîðîäèòü çà òå ÿâíî. ßê öå áóäå –òî
Éîãî ³ âàøà òàºìíèöÿ, ÿêî¿ âè íå ïîâèíí³ çðàäèòè.

Ïðîáóéìî ïîçìàãàòèñÿ ç³ çëîþ ñèëîþ, ç ãð³õîì.
Áîã ïîìîæå!

ª ùå ³íøà òðàãåä³ÿ ëþäñüêèõ äóø, ùî â îñòàíí³õ
÷àñàõ ïî÷àñò³øàëà ñåðåä ìîëîä³. Îêðåì³ ëþäè,
ðîç÷àðóâàâøèñü ó ÷îìóñü ÷è â êîìóñü, âèð³øóþòü, ùî íå
âàðòî æèòè ³ íàêëàäàþòü íà ñåáå ðóêè. Çíàþ ç ðîçïîâ³äåé
âðÿòîâàíèõ ñàìîãóáö³â, ÿë âîíè â³ä÷óëè íà ñîá³ ñòðàøíó
ñèëó ñàòàíè, ÿêèé øòîâõàâ ¿õ äî çàãèáåë³.

Ïèøó ïðî öå òîìó, ùîá âè, ìîëîä³ äðóç³, ó â³ä÷à¿
íå åêñïåðèìåíòóâàëè. Ñàòàíà ñèëüí³øèé çà ëþäèíó ³
íåìèëîñåðäíèé. Éîìó í³ â ÿêîìó ðàç³ íå ìîæíà äîâ³ðÿòèñü.
Çëî íå ìàº â ñîá³ í³ êðèõòè äîáðà, ò³ëüêè îáìàí.
Â ñèëó ñàòàíè ëþäè íå õî÷óòü â³ðèòè, ÿê íå â³ðÿòü ³ â Áîãà.
À Ãîñïîäü áåðåæå êîæíó äóøó, îñîáëèâî äóøó ìîëîäî¿,
íåâèííî¿ ùå ëþäèíè.

Íàëåæèòü ùå äåùî ñêàçàòè ïðî àã³òàö³þ ñàòàí³ñò³â
ð³çíèõ òå÷³é ïðîòè Öåðêâè. Âîíè õàðàêòåðèçóþòü ¿¿ ÿê
“ìðàêîá³ññÿ”, â³äêèäàþòü öåðêîâíå Áîãîñëóæåííÿ,
òâåðäÿòü, í³áè Öåðêâà º ò³ëüêè äëÿ ïðîñòèõ ëþäåé, äëÿ
íåðîçóìíèõ. Òàê, í³áè òîé, õòî ãóáèòü ñâîþ äóøó, º
ðîçóìíèé…

Öåðêîâí³ îáðÿäè ôîðìóâàëèñÿ â³êàìè. Âñÿêó
ïîåç³þ ùå â äîõðèñòèÿíñüêèõ ÷àñàõ âèêîíóâàëè ñï³âîì,
ïðîñîä³ºþ, à ïîåç³þ-ìîëèòâè òèì á³ëüøå ââàæàëîñÿ
äîðå÷íèì âèêîíóâàòè â³äïîâ³äíèì íàñï³âîì. Îáðÿäîâèé
îäÿã ìàâ óæå Ñòàðèé Çàïîâ³ò. ², õî÷ â ªâàíãåë³¿ ìàëî ïðî
öå ãîâîðèòüñÿ (Ä³âà Ìàð³ÿ ï³ñëÿ áëàãîâ³ùåííÿ ñï³âàëà ñâîþ
ïîåòè÷íó ïîäÿêó Áîãîâ³), òðàäèö³ÿ çáåðåãëà íå ò³ëüêè
â³äïîâ³äíèé ñï³â, àëå é â³äïîâ³äíèé îáðÿäîâèé îäÿã ³ ëèøå
òðîõè éîãî çì³íèëà. Áîãîñëóæåííÿ ìàþòü ï³äíåñòè ëþäèíó
íàä çåìíèì ³ ç’ºäíàòè  ç íåáåñíèì ñâ³òîì.

Ïîðÿäîê Ñâÿòî¿ Ë³òóðã³¿ ìàº â ñîá³ ñèìâîë³÷í³ ä³¿,
ÿê³ ïîâòîðþþòü ñïàñèòåëüíå æèòòÿ Õðèñòà íà çåìë³,
ïåðåæèòå ðàç íà â³êè Òèì, äëÿ Êîãî “òèñÿ÷à ë³ò, ÿê îäèí
äåíü, ³ îäèí äåíü, ÿê òèñÿ÷à ë³ò”. Ë³òóðã³ÿ íàì éîãî
ñèìâîë³÷íî â³äòâîðþº. Æåðòâà Õðèñòîâà –æåðòâà â³÷íà.
Ë³òóðã³ÿ ä³ëèòüñÿ íà äâ³ îñíîâí³ ÷àñòèíè: Ë³òóðã³þ Ñëîâà ³
Ë³òóðã³þ Æåðòâè. Íà ïåðøó â äàâíèíó äîïóñêàëèñÿ ò³, ùî
ãîòóâàëèñÿ ñòàòè õðèñòèÿíàìè – “îãîëîøåí³”, à íà äðóãó
çàëèøàëèñÿ ò³ëüêè “âòàºìíè÷åí³”, îõðåùåí³ ëþäè.

Äëÿ íàøîãî ñïàñ³ííÿ Õðèñòîñ çàëèøèâ “êëþ÷³ äî
íåáà” –Ñâÿò³ Òà¿íñòâà: Õðåùåííÿ, Ìèðîïîìàçàííÿ,
Ïðè÷àñòÿ (ªâõàðèñò³þ), Ïîêàÿííÿ (ñïîâ³äü), Ïîìàçàííÿ
õâîðèõ ñâÿ÷åíîþ îëèâîþ (Ìàñëîñâÿòòÿ), Ñâÿùåíñòâî ³
Øëþá. Òà¿íñòâà îñâÿ÷óþòü íàñ ³ äîäàþòü íàì ñèë äî
äóõîâíèõ ïîäâèã³â, ãàðòóþòü äî áîðîòüáè ç³ çëîì.

Êëè÷ õðèñòèÿíñüêîãî æèòòÿ – “Ñòåðåæèñü çëà,
÷èíè äîáðî”. Íåíà÷å íåáàãàòî, àëå êîëè ñòîñóâàòè öåé

êëè÷ ó æèòò³,- âèõîäèòü áàãàòî. “Íåáåñíå Öàðñòâî
áåðåòüñÿ çóñèëëÿì, ³ ëèøå ò³, ùî ïðîÿâëÿþòü
çóñèëëÿ, çäîáóâàþòü éîãî”. Çóñèëëÿ ö³,
áåçïåðå÷íî, äóõîâí³: ìîëèòâà, ï³ñò, ìèëîñòèíÿ,
à òàêîæ ÷èñòîòà â äóìêàõ, ñëîâàõ ³ â÷èíêàõ.

Äåõòî ãîâîðèòü: “ß ªâàíãåë³º ïðèéìàþ,
àëå ºâðåéñüêî¿ Á³áë³¿ íå ìîæó ïðèéíÿòè”. Îäíàê
ñàìå ºâðåéñüêà Á³áë³ÿ- Ñòàðèé Çàïîâ³ò- º âñòóïîì
äî Íîâîãî. Òàì ÷èòàºìî ïðî ñòâîðåííÿ ñâ³òó ³
ïðî òå, ùî ëþäèíà ñòâîðåíà íà Áîæó ïîäîáó. ²
ñïðàâä³, õ³áà ëþäèíà íå º ìàëèì òâîðöåì?
Òâîðèòü ìóçèêó, ïîåç³þ, æèâîïèñ, ð³çí³ ïðèëàäè
äëÿ ïîëåãøåííÿ æèòòÿ ³ ïðàö³…

Àòå¿ñòè âèñì³þâàëè Á³áë³þ. Çîêðåìà,
çàáîðîíó ñïîæèâàòè îâî÷³ äåðåâà ï³çíàííÿ
äîáðà ³ çëà âîíè ïîÿñíþâàëè çàçäð³ñòþ Áîãà äî
çíàíü ëþäèíè. Òàê, Áîã çàñòåð³ãàâ, ùî ö³ îâî÷³
ïðèíåñóòü ñìåðòü. Àëå õ³áà “ìèðíèé àòîì”,
á³îëîã³÷íà çáðîÿ ³ ä³éñíî íå ïðèíîñÿòü ïîãèáåëü
â³ä ïëîä³â íåïîòð³áíèõ ëþäñüêèõ çíàíü?

Á³áë³ÿ áàãàòî òàéí ñâ³òó â³äêðèâàº, îòîæ
íå ïîñï³øàéòå â³äìîâëÿòèñÿ â³ä íå¿. Áî æ âåñü
ñâ³ò âèçíàº ¿¿. “Òà é äåìîíè â³ðóþòü-³ òðåìòÿòü”.
Àòå¿ñòè, ÿê ñëóãè äèÿâîëà, ïðàãíóëè âñ³ìà ñèëàìè
é ñàìîãî Õðèñòà çàêðèòè, îáåðíóòè Éîãî Îñîáó
íà ì³ô. Àëå æ ïî÷àëè ä³ÿòèñÿ ÷óäà ç â³äêðèòòÿìè:
â³äêðèëè îðè´³íàëüíèé àáçàö ïðî Õðèñòà
ºâðåéñüêîãî ³ñòîðèêà Éîñèôà Ôëàâ³ÿ. Öåé àáçàö
áóâ ç³ïñîâàíèé ³ ñëóæèâ âîðîãàì Õðèñòà äîêàçîì
ïðîòè ³ñòîðè÷íîñò³ Éîãî æèòòÿ… Àíãë³éñüêèé
ìàðêñèñò Ð³÷àðäñîí çíàéøîâ âàãîì³ äîêàçè íà
êîðèñòü ³ñòîðè÷íîñò³ Õðèñòà â Òàëìóä³. Çíàé-
øëàñÿ á³áë³îòåêà ºññå¿â â Êóìðàí³, ÿêà êèíóëà
áàãàòî ñâ³òëà íà ïåð³îä ïîãðàíè÷÷ÿ ñòàðî¿ ³ íîâî¿
åðè, íà îñîáó ²âàíà Õðåñòèòåëÿ, ïåðåáóâàííÿ
ÿêîãî äèòèíîþ “íà ïóñòèí³” áóëî, íàéïðàâäî-
ïîä³áí³øå, ïåðåáóâàííÿì â øêîë³ ºññå¿â. Çíàé-
øëîñÿ äåê³ëüêà ïîâíèõ çâî¿â êíèãè ïðîðîêà
²ñàé¿, ïðî ÿêó “íàóêîâî” ïåðåêîíóâàëè ëþäåé,
ùî ¿¿ ïèñàëè òðè àâòîðè: ïðîòî-, äåâòåðî- ³
òð³òî-²ñàéÿ, ç ÿêèõ îñòàíí³é áóâ õðèñòèÿíèíîì,
òîìó áóö³ìòî çàäí³ì ÷èñëîì äîïèñàâ ãëàâó ïðî
Õðèñòà-ñòðàæäàëüöÿ. Ö³ ìàíóñêðèïòè ïèñàí³ íå
ìåíøå, í³æ ñòî ðîê³â äî íàøî¿ åðè. Àðõåîëîãè
â³äêðèëè ðîçêîïêàìè áàãàòî á³áë³éíèõ ì³ñò. Ì³æ
íèìè âèÿâèëè ìàéæå öèêëîï³÷í³ áóä³âë³ ì³ñòà Óðà
â îêîëèöÿõ Âàâèëîíó, ïðî ÿêå “â÷åí³” ïåðåêî-
íóâàëè âñ³õ, ùî òàêîãî ì³ñòà “í³êoëè íå áóëî íà
çåìë³”.

Ðîçâ³í÷óþòüñÿ ó ñâî¿é ñëàâ³ â÷åííÿ “òåî-
ñîô³â” ³ êîðèñòü ç åçîòåðè÷íèõ çíàíü. Ëþäè
ïî÷àëè îñòåð³ãàòèñÿ âñÿêèõ ³íä³éñüêî-òèáåòñüêèõ
“âåëèêèõ äóõ³â” ³ ¿õ ïîñë³äîâíèê³â, “³áåðìåø³â”,
åêñòðàñåíñ³â, áî çðîçóì³ëè, ùî öå- äèÿâîë³àäà.
Íåâæå âè, ìîëîä³ ³ ùå íå ç³ïñîâàí³ óìè, íå
â³ä÷óâàºòå òîãî íàñòóïó çëèõ ñèë íà ëþäñòâî ³
éîãî äóõîâí³ñòü?

Íåâæå æ íå ïîì³÷àºòå, ùî ä³ºòüñÿ,

ÿêà äåãðàäàö³ÿ ëþäñüêîãî ïëåìåí³ ïîøèðþº-

òüñÿ â³ä öèõ òåìíèõ ñèë?

Êèì â³ä÷óâàº
ñåáå

þíàê –òå
çàëèøàºòüñÿ
ó éîãî äóø³ é

ñåðö³
äî ê³íöÿ
æèòòÿ.

Ó þíîñò³
çàãîðÿºòüñÿ

ëàìïàäêà
äóø³.

Àáè ò³ëüêè
öÿ ëàìïàäêà

áóëà
çàñâ³÷åíà

Áîãîì.
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radition: The Funeral, Part II  by V. Rev. Dennis KristofT
As mentioned in the December

article, the current funeral services are
based on an ancient all-night vigil that
the Church held for the believer who
had fallen asleep in the Lord. Part of
this vigil was the procession with the
entombed person. Thus, the chanting
of a Gospel account at the funeral
home prior to taking the body to the
temple and the chanting of another
Gospel account at the entrance to the
temple is a remnant of the ancient
processional structure of the Church:
Chanting psalm verses interspersed
with a refrain which is still practiced
with antiphons prescribed for major
feasts of the Lord, and stopping to
chant a Gospel lesson during a
procession, which still happens at the
procession around the temple at the
conclusion of the Divine Liturgy on
Bright Monday. Because of the crude
revisions and abridgements to the
funeral service, these items, though
still present, are stripped of the
customary formula which normally
surround them.

The funeral service which is
taken in the parish is just another
section of the vigil. Some parts
actually repeat what was already
taken at the funeral home. Others are
a continuation of it. The funeral service
does not have to be taken in the
church. It can also be taken at the
funeral home or cemetery if the person
failed to live as a Orthodox Christian.
Bringing a person to the church to be
buried is how the parish bids a final
farewell to the faithful member who
participated in church services his/her
entire life. A funeral service in the
church is his/her farewell to the parish,
being present in the church with his/
her physical body for the last time. It is
a way to pray with the parish one final
time. The parish prays with him/her at
the funeral service, and continues to
pray for him/her afterwards. If
someone has never attended church
services during his/her life, it makes
little sense to bid a final farewell. If they

chose to live without the Church and
Her services during their earthly life, it
is only consistent that the Church not
play a part in their burial. This is not a
vindictive action by the Church.
Rather, the Church respects the
choices made by the person during
his/her lifetime. If a person chose to be
absent from the Church during their
lifetime, then the Church will not force
them to come once they are no longer
physically capable of making that
choice for themselves.

In addition to placing icons and a
cross in the tomb with the deceased,
many parishes have the additional
custom of placing a wreath on the
forehead of the deceased. This wreath
contains the icons of Jesus Christ, and
on the side the Mother of God and St.
John the Baptizer, separated by the
Thrice-Holy Hymn. The casket re-
mains open for the entire funeral
service.

Following the chanting of the
Gospel account at the entrance to the
temple, the temple is incensed, and
the service begins with the chanting of
Psalm 90. This is a most interesting
choice. This
psalm is taken
every day at the
service of the
Sixth Hour and
has to do with
divine protection from satanic attack
and speaks of deliverance from many
types of demons. Science tends to
regard life and death as mutually
exclusive absolutes. Yet here, as in
many other places in the Orthodox
funeral services, there is the constant
tension of referring to the deceased as
if they were still among the living, and
the gradual acceptance of their
departure from us. This psalm conveys
a twofold meaning: It states a belief
that even after death we still may be
susceptible to demonic assaults. It
also acts as a prayer that those still
living may be spared from the various

demonic assaults which may result
from despair, regret, envy or myriad
other possibilities. This notion is also
expressed in the Great Litany for the
Departed which immediately follows
this psalm when we pray specifically
for those who are weeping and
grieving. Thus, the funeral service
constantly fluctuates between praying
for the forgiveness of the sins of the
departed and the consolation of those
still living. It serves as a meditation on
the trans-itory nature of human life and
the mystery of life and death.

The funeral service follows the
structure of a Matins service with the
chanting of Psalm 50 and the Canon
for the Departed. Now the canon is
taken in an extremely abbreviated form
often with only the verses which served
as a refrain between the troparia of the
Canon being repeated. The Beatitudes
follow immediately after the canon.
They, too, serve as refrains for troparia
which reflect on the mystery of life and
death. Like the canon, these are
usually omitted. Indeed, these have
been omitted so universally that it is
only with great difficulty that one can

find the full and
unabridged fu-
neral service.
The length of
this service
dwarfs what we

presently take. However, chanting the
Beatitudes alone without the addi-
tional prayers interspersed reminds
Christians of the special calling and
life-style we are to live, and by which
the departed will be judged. They also
serve as a transitional point of the
service. The Matins structure of the
service ends. The service begins to
follow the structure of the Divine
Liturgy: The Beatitudes, Prokeimen-
on, Apostolic and Gospel Readings.
This is due to the fact that it used to be
normative to serve the Divine Liturgy
with the funeral.

“A funeral service in the church is
(a) final farewell to the parish”
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November 27, 2004 forever
marked a new beginning in
the calendar of the two great

cities of Rome and Constantinople
and will be a focus and a reference
point in the history of Christianity.
On this day the holy and sacred
relics of St. John Chrysostom and
St. Gregory the Theologian were
restored to the rightful place from
which they were forcibly taken 800
years ago by the crusaders of the
Fourth crusade in 1204.

In a special ecumenical
service held in St. Peter’s Basilica,
Pope John Paul II returned the relics of
these most revered saints of Ortho-
doxy to Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew in an event that His All
Holiness described as “ the source of
rejoicing and jubilation”, “a holy act is
taking place today in which an
ecclesiastical anomaly and injustice
committed eight centuries ago is
being rectified. This brotherly gesture
on the part of the senior Church of
Rome confirms that in the Church of
Christ there are no insurmountable
obstacles when love, justice and
peace converge in the holy service of
reconciliation and unity,” said His All
Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew in his address to the
Pope during the service.

During the solemn service the
relics of the two saints were brought in
front of the altar in their alabaster
encasements and were ceremoni-
ously turned over to Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew. The cer-
emony at St. Peter Basilica was

attended by hundreds of faithful from
around the world.

An aircraft carrying the holy
relics and accompanied by the
Ecumenical Patriarch and clergy left
Rome, crossed the Adriatic sea, flew
over northern Greece and landed in
Constantinople bringing the relics of
the two Archbishops of Constantinople
back to the city of their See of which
they had presided as Archbishops and
Patriarchs.

The scene was reminiscent of
the resurrection services as hundreds
of faithful holding lit candles, filled the
patriarchal compound in the Phanar
and awaited the arrival of His All
Holiness and the holy relics. Hymns of
doxology were chanted, bells tolled
joyfully, and His All Holiness with the
holy relics led the procession through

the courtyard to the Patriarchal
Cathedral of St. George, encircled the
alter three times and then placed the
relics on his throne in honor of the two
great fathers of the Church who have
preceded him in the throne of the
Church of Constantinople.

“When we approach and
venerate the holy relics with piety, we
become participants in divine grace
and in the gifts of the Holy Spirit, ”the
Ecumenical Patriarch said in his
message, which was read in English
by Fr. Alexander Karloutsos.

The doxology services were
attended by an official delegation from
the Vatican that traveled with the
Ecumenical Patriarch from Rome
headed by Walter Cardinal Kasper,
the chairman of the Pontifical Council
for Christian Unity.

OrdinationOrdinationOrdinationOrdinationOrdination
AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries

May God grant to them many,
happy and blessed years!

february

Protopresbyter Taras Chubenko - February 3, 1980
Rev. Father Oleh Hucul - February 12, 1995
Protopresbyter Peter Hotrovich - February 22, 1948
Protopresbyter Michael Zemlachenko - February 27, 1955

V. Rev. Volodymyr Muzychka - February 28, 1992
Protodeacon Joseph Hotrovich - February 29, 1948

Relics of Holy Church Fathers
Restored to Their Original Resting

Place – a Positive Step Towards
Reconciliation and Unity
Between the Orthodox and
Roman Catholic Churches

Saint GregorySaint   John
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One of the basic tenets taught to
us by our Holy Orthodox Church is that
the apostolic succession of our
hierarchy is the guarantor of the
apostolic character of our faith.
Further, we are taught that this
apostolic succession is historical in
an actual, living and historical
continuity begun by the Christ, taken
up by the Apostles, and then passed
on to their successors, our blessed
hierarchs who have served the Church
down through the centuries. A perfect
illustration of this can be observed in
the life of St. Polycarp, Bishop of
Smyrna whose feast day is celebrated
on February 23/March 8.

Born 69 A.D. in the city of
Smyrna in Asia Minor, St. Polycarp
converted to Christianity in his youth
and was ordained a priest. He assisted
St. Bucolus, the bishop of the city and
a fellow worker of the Twelve Apostles.
During his early life, St. Polycarp was
a student of the Holy Apostle John and
when his bishop died, he was
consecrated the successor by the
Holy Apostle himself, according to St.
Polycarp’s his student, St. Irenaeus.
St. Irenaeus learned at the feet of the
holy bishop of Smyrna and was later
consecrated Bishop of Lyons in Gaul
(now part of the modern country of
France). It is this historical apostolic
succession that St. Irenaeus then
expands on in numerous of his writings
against various heretical Christian
sects of his time. His arguments have
formed the basis of what the Orthodox
Church teaches about apostolic
succession through the historical

example that led from the Holy Apostle
John to St. Polycarp and through him
to St. Irenaeus.

But there is more to the story of
St. Polycarp. He also figures
prominently in the explanation of
another basic tenet of our Orthodox
Faith: The veneration of Orthodox
martyrs who in centuries past have
given their lives as a living testimony to
their faith. Sometimes this causes the
non-Orthodox to accuse us of
“worshiping” the saints for they fail to
understand the distinction we make
between worship (which belongs to
God alone) and veneration. Yet if we
look a little more closely at the life and
the martyrdom of St. Polycarp we will
find ourselves being given the truly
Orthodox way of responding to such a
situation. The martyrdom of St.
Polycarp gives us the earliest written
account of the veneration we should
give our Orthodox martyrs.

St. Polycarp lived not only in the
lifetime of most of the Twelve Apostles,
but he also lived and worked with St.
Ignatius of Antioch who died a martyr’s
death in the early Second Century in
Rome. In fact, one of the last epistles
written by St. Ignatius while on his last
journey to give his life was addressed
to St. Polycarp, the Bishop of Smyrna.
He survived the persecutions that
claimed the lives of many Christians in
the early Second Century and was still
the Bishop of Smyrna when he was
nearly 90 years old. St. Polycarp gave
his lives as a witness to his faith in
Christ, a faith that could not be shaken
even in the face of impending death.

In 156 A.D., the local Roman
governor of Smyrna put on a festival
complete with the usual Roman
spectator sports of gladiator and wild
beast combats. In the midst of this, a
Christian young man refused to fight
and was thrown to the wild beasts by
the crowds. This encouraged the
crowds to call for the death of the holy
bishop of the city. He was arrested and
asked to deny Christ, sacrifice to the
pagan gods, or be put to death. To this
St. Polycarp calmly replied to his
tormentors: “For six and eighty years
I have been serving Him, and he has
done no wrong to me; how then should
I dare to blaspheme my King Who has
saved me!”

This enraged the governor and
the crowd. St. Polycarp was tortured
by burning and having a sword thrust
through his neck, but each time God
miraculously saved him from death.
Finally his head was cut off and he
received the crown of martyrdom. The
account of his martyrdom is given in a
letter from the Church in Smyrna to
another church in Asia Minor. It is not
only the account of the death of a holy
martyr and hierarch, but also an
account of how certain people in the
crowd wanted the body to be burned to
prevent the Christians in the city from
stealing his body and “worshiping it”.
The account tells us that after his body
had been burned, they “took up his
remains, more precious than costly
stones and more excellent than gold,
and interred them in a decent place.
There the Lord will permit us, as far as
is possible, to assemble in rapturous
joy and celebrate his martyrdom - the
day of his birth! . . . Him (Christ) we
worship as being the Son of God, the
martyrs we celebrate as being
disciples and imitators of the Lord.”
(Martyrdom of Polycarp 17).

This account is important be-
cause not only does it explain the
difference between worship we give to
God and the veneration we give to
saints and martyrs, but also because
it is the oldest written record (still in
existence), that we have to show that
the Church has not only always
venerated its martyrs, but has

St. Polycarp
Hieromartyr and
Bishop of Smyrna

by Subdeacon
Paisius McGrath

(continued on page 15)
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CONVERTS
C
O
R
N
E
R

by Dr. Gabriel Jay Rochelle

It is no secret that becoming Orthodox is the
longest jump anyone can make from another form of
Christianity. There are three main sources: evangelicals,
Episcopalians, and seeking people with no religious
background. Add a healthy smattering of Lutherans and
Roman Catholics into the mix.

It is not the theology that makes conversion
difficult, though for some people Marian devotion remains a
mystery long after they convert. It is not the liturgy, hard as
that may be to grasp if you come from a non-liturgical
church background. It is probably not the Orthodox stance
on current social issues like abortion or euthanasia or
embryonic stem cell research; indeed, many people flee to
Orthodoxy because the Church holds positions for which

they can no longer find major support in their previous
church homes.

Two aspects of Orthodoxy make conversion
difficult. These aspects don’t seem to count before you
become Orthodox, but they loom large once you do.

One is the general area of ethos. This means the
temper, the tone, the feeling, and the general culture of
Orthodoxy, along with ethnic peculiarities.

Many people learn about Orthodoxy from books.
Many Americans learn about foreign things not by
exploration but by reading. Reading gives you an
intellectual introduction to Orthodoxy, and on that basis
people convert.

Then you come inside and The Orthodox Way, to
quote the title of Archbishop Kallistos’ book, is paramount,
not book-knowledge. You gain the real knowledge hands-
on. You live Orthodoxy by burning candles, venerating
icons, making the sign of the cross, remembering your
dead, honoring others as icons of God, fast and feast, and
observing the little traditions of the culture that houses your
brand of Orthodoxy. There is a myriad of “stuff,” as my friend
Michael Sayre calls it, to learn by doing. This is the ethos,
and it is not immediate when you walk in the front door. You
learn it by trial and error.

The other difficult area for converts is fasting, for
several reasons.

First is the bewildering array of responses
Orthodox Christians make to the fast. There seems to be
no uniformity and a lot of disagreement. You learn that
people make their own rules over against the rather clear
teaching of the church, and so you wind up doing likewise.

Second, fasting is seen as another mode of dieting
in a diet-crazy culture like ours. Consequently its religious
significance is minimized and people don’t quite see why
they should engage in it, especially if they are not dieters
and make an attempt to eat wisely and healthfully through
the year.

Third, fasting separates you from your non-
Orthodox friends who invite you to dinner on Fridays and
serve roast beef. A rabbi friend of mine once told me that the
mitzvah of hospitality superseded the mitzvah to eat
kosher, so while he expected his friends to make some
provision for him (like not serving pork or shellfish), he would
eat whatever was put before him when he was out at dinner
with friends. More than half the Orthodox calendar year
consists of fast days; that’s asking for a lonely life or a lot
of compromise. Orthodox fasting makes sense in a culture
where Orthodoxy is predominant, a culture that we do not
have in America and never had outside the ethnic enclaves.

More people than ever are searching for a solid faith
and find it in Orthodoxy but many folks are not prepared for
the difficulties they will encounter with ethos and fasting.
Cradle Orthodox can help by talking about small-t traditions
– all the stuff you take for granted! - and by open discussion
about fasting so us converts can get a better handle on it.

celebrated their deaths not
as a death but as a birth.

There is much more
that we could look at in the
life and martyrdom of St.
Polycarp that would be of
great benefit for us today.
But in this short look at the
life of this honorable and
faithful servant of Christ from
the Second Century we
have been able to see not
only how he lived and died
as a true servant of Christ,
but also how in knowing the
lives of our Holy Orthodox
Martyrs can and will teach
us much about our faith and

how they can still teach us
much about explaining our
faith in the midst of our own
society today. This lesson
is brought home most
forcefully by the words of a
Troparion dedicated to St.
Polycarp: Your name was
verified by your works, Wise
Bishop Martyr Polycarp.
You were a fruitful olive tree
in the house of the Lord, and
nourish the Church with the
spiritual bounty of your
words and deeds. You
intercede for our souls,
Hierarch and Steadfast
Prizewinner.

On Orthodox
Ethos and
Fasting

St. Polycarp (continued from page 14)
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Natalia Honcharenko leads youth delegates on a tour of the
Consistory offices.

With the blessing of
our hierarchs, the
Office of Youth

and Young Adult Ministry
developed a program to
give the teenagers of our
church an opportunity to
learn about how the
Church works and provide
them with a voice in the
planning of our future.
During the 17th Regular
Sobor held October 15-17,
nine courageous teenag-
ers took the initiative to
represent their peers and
discuss the issues that
face them today as young
Orthodox Christians, how
they can serve their
church and how their
Church family can help
them. These young people were:
David Bentley, Holy Ghost,
Coatesville, PA; Christina
Bohuslawsky, St. Vladimir,
Parma, OH; Katya Carman, St.
Luke, Warners, NY; Jordan
Gladys, St. Vladimir, Pitts-
burgh, PA; Aleksandra Hucul,
Holy Ascension, Maplewood,
NJ; Emily Kominko, St. Vladimir,
Parma, OH; Anastasia Markiw,
SS. Peter and Paul, Carnegie,
PA; Marc Senedak and Ginny
Ulbricht, SS. Peter and Paul,
Youngstown, OH.

The first day of the
Youth Sobor, Friday, consisted
of workshops and meetings. Fr.
Anthony Ugolnik, pastor of Holy
Ghost Parish in Coatesville, PA
utilized his expertise as a
college professor to lead the YS
participants in a workshop
concerning choices that will
arise as they enter and conduct
their college careers. There was
much lively discussion and good
advise to take home.

The second speaker of
the day was Mr. Michael
Kapeluck, Metropolitan Council

First Youth Sobor of

member and iconographer. He
addressed the participants using
personal experience as to how
God prepares you your entire life
for the vocation you are to
assume. The key is in knowing
when to give yourself up to Him
and His plan and realizing that
when you do this your life’s
vocation will become clear and
meaningful.

The participants were
given the opportunity to observe
official Sobor Sessions and then
adjourned to St. Sophia’s Semi-
nary where they conducted their
own sessions. The official Youth
Sobor sessions were opened by
His Beatitude Metropolitan
Constantine, who remained and
participated in the discussion.
They were also joined by His
Grace Bishop Yuri of the
Canadian Ukrainian Orthodox
Church. Here are some of the
topics covered by the partici-
pants:
- Social issues facing youth
today and how to meet them as
Orthodox Christians;
- How the youth can become

At Six Flags Amusement Park

Youth Sobor Chairperson, Aleksandra Hucul, leads the
discussion of the resolutions and vision for the Church that the
youth presented to the Sobor delegates.

Metropolitan Constantine and Bishop Yurij of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church in Canada address a working session of the
Youth Sobor.

Michael Kapeluck, Metropolitan Council member and
iconographer, speaks about vocations and life choices.
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leaders within the Church;
- What the youth need from us to
produce better youth pro-
gramming and fellowship within
the parishes.

The main goal of the
participants was to write a
statement outlining their vision
for the ideal Ukrainian Orthodox
Church. You may read that
statement and their suggestions
that were generated from the
discussions at the end of this
article.

The day concluded with
a “Stump the Priest” session
organized and moderated by Fr.
Bazyl Zawierucha, provost of St.
Sophia Seminary. The clergy on
the panel included: Fr. Myron
Oryon, Fr. Dennis Kristof, Fr.
Taras Naumenko, Fr. Gregory
Czumak, Fr. Anthony Ugolnik
and a special appearance by His
Eminence Archbishop Antony.
The questions were tough and so
were the answers. Wonderful
discussions took place between
the teenagers and the clergy.

Saturday brought a
special “Breakfast with the

Bishops”. Following
breakfast the participants
lead by the Youth Sobor
Chairman, Aleksandra
Hucul, presented their
resolutions and vision for
the Church to the Sobor
Delegates. The present-
ation was enthusiastically
accepted. The partici-
pants then hopped on a
bus to go to Six Flags
Great Adventure for a day
of fellowship. Although
much rain was to be had,
so was much fun capped
off by singing all the way
home. The official activities
ended that evening when
the participants attended
the Sobor Grand Banquet.

Each day during the
Youth Sobor they participated in
Divine Liturgies and evening
services. The YS participants
were given special highlights to
sing during each Liturgy. Many
Sobor delegates commented on
the pure and beautiful singing
they heard from our youth.

One participant com-
mented “I never knew before just
how much work it took to make
it (the church) all work”. Just like
any family it takes all members
to make ‘it’ work. We are on a
good and blessed road. Welcome
and work hand-in-hand with the
youth of your parishes to help
build strong houses of the Lord.

We pray that as the
next three years progress, the
recommendations of our youth
are put into action and that the
excitement generated at this
first Youth Sobor will blossom
from nine youth delegates to
ninety at our next Sobor.

Christina Bohuslawsky of St. Vladimir Cathedral in Parma,
OH greets Fr. Yurij and Pani Matka Siwko who serve the Me-
morial Church of St. Andrew in South Bound Brook.

Fr. Myron Oryon encourages the delegates during the “Stump
the Priest” session.

Fr. Anthony Ugolnik gives personal attention during
his workshop about the challenges of college life.
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St. Herman Monastery and
House of Hospitality celebrated 27
years of service to the needy and
homeless. St. Herman’s is a monas-
tery in the Central Eparchy of our
Church located in the inner city of
Cleveland, OH. Since its founding, the
mission of St. Herman’s has been to
serve people and to preach the Gospel
through action. The monastery prima-
rily helps the indigent men (although
homeless women and children also
partake of the free meals), by feeding
and clothing them, as well as providing
emotional support and access to
health and social services. This
community has made a profound
impact on the lives of the needy and
has been a visible example of
Orthodox Christian Outreach to the
outcasts of society.

Today this monastery and
home is led by Fr. Abbot John Henry,
Fr. Vladimir Ivanov and Fr. Ephrem.
The Victorian Style building in the Ohio
City neighborhood contains a chapel,
a kitchen, a dining hall where two
meals a day are served, and a
basement housing the sleeping
quarters, the showers, the laundry,
and the distribution center of donated
clothes.

Annually, the monastery
serves over 84,000 meals and provides
17,000 showers. Thirty-five men can
be housed per night, with the average
stay of only two weeks. The men must
meet the following criteria: they must
be sober, coherent, compliant, and
destitute. No chemically dependent

men are permitted to reside
within the monastery. All this
blessed labor is accomplished
through the grace of God and
the generosity of the faithful.
No government funds are
provided to the Monastery and
House of Hospitality.

On Saturday, November 13,
2004, the monastery marked 27 years
of its mission. His Beatitude Metro-
politan Constantine celebrated Divine
Liturgy at the monastic chapel with
many local clergy in attendance.
Following the Liturgy, the Metropolitan
joined the guests of the Home of
Hospitality in the daily meal. At the
entrance of the Monastery where the
needy line up for their meal, His
Beatitude blessed the visi-
tors and the foods being
prepared by the volun-
teers. Metropolitan Con-
stantine was honored
that he could not only
partake in the meal but
also serve those in
line.

Room to Help

 Donations in honor
of Saint Herman’s
Anniversary may
be sent to the

UOC of the USA at PO Box 495, South
Bound Brook, NJ, 08880. Please
memo on your check St. Herman’s.

Clean (new or almost new)
adult men’s clothing, toiletry items,
food donations and financial assis-
tance are always needed. Come and
see God’s work in the inner city of
Cleveland.

Metropolitan Serves
the Divine Liturgy
and the Homeless

St. Herman Monastery
                  Celebrates Anniversary . . .
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Metropolitan Constantine prepares a plate of
hot food for the homeless at St. Herman’s.
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In our Metropolia in North
America we take for granted that our
parish priests are salaried, have
medical insurance for family and
themselves and have a rectory in
which to live. In mission lands, the
priest who has given of himself to
spread the Gospel and plant Orthodox
communities, cannot take any of the
above as a given. The flock of a mission
priest in some lands might not have
any money to provide even the
smallest of benefits because they
themselves are but subsistence
farmers or are unemployed and may
not even function within a cash
society.

Despite such obvious detri-
ments, Orthodoxy is being spread in
many lands and new communities are
popping up all over the globe. The
Orthodox Christian Mission Center, of
which our UOC of the USA is an
integral part, has devised a marvelous
way to supplement the meager living of
a number of missionaries.

In many African countries, a
priest may serve several parishes and
mission stations scattered over many
miles of rough paths and tracks. Some
priests have bicycles given by OCMC
to help them to get from one point to
another, for which they are very
grateful. Parishioners may share a
chicken or some vegetables with their
priest, but have no ready cash, yet a
priest still has to clothe and feed his
family and pay school fees. The call to
spread the Gospel is given by Jesus
Himself, so we should help the worker
who volunteers to go out and fulfill this
mandate.

The OCMC has set up the
Support A Mission Priest program
(SAMP) to be of aid to those in the
field. People are asked to donate $600
per year to SAMP and the TOTAL
amount goes as a cash supplement to
an individual priest, spread out over the
calendar year. In the USA, $50 a
month would barely cover a brief foray
to the grocery store between our
regular weekly shopping trips, yet in a
third world
country, the
dollars would
spread far. A
m i s s i o n a r y
priest might be
able to buy
shoes and
clothes for his
children or pay their school fees, which
would have been totally impossible
without SAMP funds.

This program is quite individu-
alized and once you have begun your
$600 donation, you will receive the
picture and biography of an individual
priests. This gives you or your group
the assurance that your money is
being put to work in a specific place.
Knowing the recipient and the places
where his work is directed, you have
set up a spiritual bond and have
adopted a person and mission for
whom to pray. As more people join this
effort, more priests can receive this
precious lifeline of a supplement. We
have just been informed that ten
priests of our Ukrainian Orthodox
diocese under Bishop Jeremias in
South America are about to be added
to those eligible to receive funds.
Some of our priests there really live on

Support a
Mission
Priest

“Parishioners may share a chicken or some
vegetables with their priest, but have no ready
cash, yet a priest still has to clothe and feed his
family and pay school fees.”

by Fr. John Harvey
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a shoestring, and that even with a full or
part-time job besides. How does a
priest consider serving three churches
at least 30 or so miles away from one
another when your income is negligible
and gas for the car is about $4.00 per
gallon? Our priests in South America
are hardworking with great zeal for
spreading the Gospel, and so the
prospect of a SAMP supplement will
be a blessing indeed for them!

As an individual, you may
want to make such a donation, but this
is also an excellent project for a Jr. or
Sr. UOL Chapter or a Sisterhood.
Remember, our native priests who toil
in Brazil, Paraguay and Argentina will
soon become eligible. Presently over
270 priests in the following countries
receive the SAMP supplement. The
countries presently include: Cameroun,
Chad, Ghana, India, Indonesia. Kenya,
Madagascar, Nigeria, Philippines,
Tanzania and Uganda. Along with our

South American priests, clergy in
Benin, Ivory Coast, Mexico, South
Africa and Zimbabwe have recently
been added to the list. Think and pray
about it! If you and your group are
interested in becoming a SAMP
donor call OCMC toll free at (877)
463-6784 or e-mail
missions@ocmc.org . While you are
at it, give the OCMC website a scan,
to check out all the work that is being
done and the various projects and
programs that are in motion.
www.ocmc.org What is $600 spread
over a year to us? For the mere price
of two tickets to the cinema once a
month here, a priest and his family
overseas can get the essentials to
live a decent life that might otherwise
not be possible.
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Ïðîòÿãîì áàãàòüîõ ïî-
êîë³íü ìè ïîñòóïîâî âòðà÷àëè
ðîçóì³ííÿ ö³º¿ äîáðî÷åñíîñò³. ²
éäåòüñÿ íå ò³ëüêè ïðî ïîêîë³-
ííÿ, ÿê³ âèðîñëè ïðè ðàäÿíñü-
ê³é âëàä³. Ìîæíà ñêàçàòè, ùî,
ïî÷èíàþ÷è ç Àäàìà, ëþäñòâî
çíàõîäèòüñÿ ïîçà ñëóõíÿí³ñòþ.
Àïîñòîë Ïàâëî ³ ãîâîðèòü ñàìå
ïðî òå, ùî Àäàì â³äïàâ â³ä
Áîãà ÷åðåç íåïîñëóõ, à îò äðó-
ãèé Àäàì -²ñóñ Õðèñòîñ- ìàâ
ïîñëóõ: “Ïîñëóøëèâèé íàâ³òü
äî ñìåðò³ ³ ñìåðò³ õðåñíî¿”.

×è ìàºìî ìè çàïî-
â³äü, ÿêà ïðÿìî ãîâîðèëà á
íàì ïðî íåîáõ³äí³ñòü ïîñëó-
õó? Â áóêâàëüíîìó ðîçóì³íí³
òàêî¿ çàïîâ³ä³ ìè, ìîæëèâî, íå
çíàéäåìî, àëå ÿêùî âíèêíóòè
â ñóòü Áîæèõ ïîâåë³íü, òî ïîáà-
÷èìî, ùî ïîñëóõ º íåâ³ä’ºìíîþ
÷àñòèíîþ æèòòÿ ëþäèíè ç Áî-
ãîì. Ïåðåäóñ³ì ðîçãëÿíåìî çà-
ïîâ³äü ëþáîâ³ äî Áîãà. Ïðè-
ðîäíî, êîëè ëþáëþ, òî íå ïå-
ðå÷ó òîìó, êîãî ëþáëþ. Íàâ³òü
ëþäñüêà ëþáîâ â íàéá³ëüø
÷èñòîìó ¿¿ âèãëÿä³ õàðàêòåðè-
çóºòüñÿ òèì, ùî ìè íå òðèâî-
æèìî, íå ïåðå÷èìî òèì, êîãî
ëþáèìî, íàâïàêè, ìàºìî áà-
æàííÿ âèêîíàòè ¿õ âîëþ. Ëþ-
áè áëèæíüîãî, ÿê ñàìîãî ñåáå!
Çâè÷àéíî, ÿêùî áëèæí³é –öå
òå æ, ùî ÿ ñàì, òî âîëÿ áëèæ-
íüîãî –öå ìîÿ âîëÿ. Òóò çíîâó
áà÷èìî ïîñëóõ.

ª çàïîâ³äü ³ ñòàðîçàâ³ò-
íà: “Øàíóé áàòüêà ³ ìàò³ð ñâîþ,
³ äîâãèìè áóäóòü äí³ æèòòÿ
òâîãî”. Òàêèì ÷èíîì, øàíóâà-
ííÿ áàòüêà ³ ìàòåð³ -öå çàêîí, ³
ïîíÿòòÿ ïðî ïîñëóõ, ÿê îäíî¿ ç
ñòîð³í øàíóâàííÿ, çàêëàäåíå â
öüîìó çàêîí³. Ç ö³º¿ çàïîâ³ä³ ³
ïî÷íåìî ðîçìîâó ïðî ïîñëóõ.
Îòæå, “øàíóé áàòüêà ³ ìàò³ð
ñâîþ”. Ãîñïîäü íå ñêàçàâ: “Øà-
íóé äîáðîãî áàòüêà àáî äîáðó

ìàò³ð; øàíóé áàãàòîãî áàòüêà àáî áàãàòó ìàò³ð”. Àëå
³íêîëè ëþäè ãîâîðÿòü: “ßê æå ÿ ìîæó øàíóâàòè ñâî¿õ
áàòüê³â, êîëè âîíè âåäóòü òàêèé ïîãàíèé ñïîñ³á æèòòÿ?”
² ñïðàâä³, ìè çíàºìî áåçë³÷ ëþäåé, ÿê³ âåäóòü íàäòî
ðîçãóëüíèé ñïîñ³á æèòòÿ. ª áàòüêè, ùî çàëèøàþòü ñâî¿õ
ä³òåé, à òî ³ ïðîñòî çíóùàþòüñÿ ç íèõ. Àëå ÷è äàñòü íàì
ïðàâî Áîã â³äð³êàòèñÿ â³ä òàêèõ áàòüê³â ³ íå øàíóâàòè ¿õ?
Ìè áà÷èìî, ùî â çàïîâ³ä³ ïðî öå í³÷îãî íå ãîâîðèòüñÿ.
×îìó òàê? ßêùî ìè ñïðîáóºìî ðîç³áðàòèñÿ, òî ïîáà÷èìî,
ùî øàíóâàííÿ áàòüê³â çàñíîâàíå íà ïîñëóõó, ïî÷èòàíí³
Áîãà. Ó ñâÿòèõ îòö³â ìè ìîæåìî çíàéòè òàêèé âèñë³â,
ÿêèé ìåíå äóæå âðàçèâ: “Õòî íå øàíóº áàòüêà ñâîãî,
òîé íå ìîæå øàíóâàòè ³ Áîãà”.

Ä³òè íà ñïîâ³ä³ ÷àñòî êàþòüñÿ ó ãð³õàõ íåïîñëóõó ³
³íêîëè ç ïîñì³øêîþ öå ðîáëÿòü. Òîä³ ïèòàºø ¿õ: “Ñêàæè,
áóäü ëàñêà, äðóæå, à äå òè âçÿâ òàòà ³ ìàìó? Äèòèíà íå
ðîçóì³º, íå çíàº, ùî â³äïîâ³ñòè. “Íó, äå æ, äå? Â êðàìíèö³
êóïèâ, íà âóëèö³ çíàéøîâ?” Çðîçóì³ëî, ùî ä³òè
ïîñì³õàþòüñÿ. Ïîò³ì ï³äêàçóºø: “Íàïåâíî, Áîã äàâ?” “Òàê,
òàê!-ïîñì³õàþòüñÿ,-Áîã äàâ!” “Íó, ðàç òîá³ Áîã äàâ òàòà ³
ìàìó, òî ÿê æå ìîæíà ¿õ íå ñëóõàòèñÿ? Àäæå öå îçíà÷àº,
ùî òè íå ñëóõàºøñÿ ³ Áîãà, ùî äàâ òîá³ öèõ áàòüê³â”.

Ìè ñïðàâä³ íå âèáèðàºìî ñîá³ áàòüê³â. ²,
íåçâàæàþ÷è íà âñ³ ñïðîáè ïåðåâèõîâàòè ñâî¿õ áàòüê³â,
ÿê íàì õî÷åòüñÿ (à íåð³äêî, îñîáëèâî â íàø ÷àñ, ä³òè
öèì ëþáëÿòü çàéìàòèñÿ), íà æàëü, í³÷îãî ç öüîãî íå
âèõîäèòü.

Áàòüêè òåæ íåñóòü îáîâ’ÿçîê ïîñëóõó ïåðåä Áîãîì.
ßê â³äîìî, ëþäèíà íå ìîæå ñòâîðèòè øòó÷íå æèòòÿ.
Íàðîäæåííÿ äèòèíè, ¿¿ çà÷àòòÿ –öå º äèâî Áîæå, í³÷îãî
ïîä³áíîãî ëþäèíà ñàìà çðîáèòè íå ìîæå. Íàø³ ä³òè
íàðîäæóþòüñÿ íå òîìó, ùî ìè ¿õ ñîòâîðèëè: ìè ïðîñòî º
³íñòðóìåíòîì íàðîäæåííÿ íîâî¿ ëþäèíè â æèòò³. Ä³òè –
íå âëàñí³ñòü, öå ïîñëóõ, äàíèé íàì â³ä Áîãà. Ïîñëóõ
áàòüê³â- âèõîâóâàòè, ïîñëóõ ä³òåé- øàíóâàòè áàòüê³â. Íà
æàëü, íàø³ ñó÷àñíèêè ïðî âèõîâàííÿ ìàþòü äóæå ïîãàíå
óÿâëåííÿ. Àëå òðåáà ñêàçàòè, ùî çà îñòàííº ñòîð³÷÷ÿ (ÿ
äåðçíó âèñëîâèòè òàêó äóìêó) ëþäè âçàãàë³ âòðàòèëè
ðîçóì³ííÿ âèõîâàííÿ. Ñüîãîäí³ ïåðåâàæíà á³ëüø³ñòü ä³òåé
ðîñòå, ÿê ç³ëëÿ; ³ ÿê æå â òàêîìó âèïàäêó ôîðìóºòüñÿ
îñîáèñò³ñòü äèòèíè? Ä³òè äèâëÿòüñÿ íà òå, ùî ðîáëÿòü
äîðîñë³, ÿê âîíè ñåáå âåäóòü, ³ íàñë³äóþòü ¿õ. Â³äîìèé
ôàêò, ùî ñåðåä ä³òåé, ÿê³ ðîñòóòü â äèòÿ÷îìó áóäèíêó,
äóæå íèçüêèé â³äñîòîê ñòâîðåííÿ íîðìàëüíî¿ ðîäèíè: ó
íèõ íå áóëî ñïîð³äíåíîãî ïðèêëàäó, ðîëü ÷îëîâ³êà ³ æ³íêè,
áàòüêà ³ ìàòåð³ ¿ì íå â³äîìà.

Çäàâíà â ïðàâîñëàâí³é Ðóñ³, ñåðåäîâèù³ ñåëÿí-
ñüêîìó ³ ðîá³òíè÷îìó, õðèñòèÿíñüê³ ÿêîñò³ ôîðìóâàëèñü
ïðèêëàäîì áàòüê³âñüêèì, êîëè äèòèíà â³ä íàðîäæåííÿ
çíàõîäèëàñü ç áàòüêîì ³ ìàìîþ ³ âèêîíóâàëà òå, ùî

ÏÎÑËÓÕ ËÞÁÎÂ²ÏÎÑËÓÕ ËÞÁÎÂ²ÏÎÑËÓÕ ËÞÁÎÂ²ÏÎÑËÓÕ ËÞÁÎÂ²ÏÎÑËÓÕ ËÞÁÎÂ²
Ðîçäóìè íà òåìè ñüîãîäåííÿ...

Ïîñëóõ ºÏîñëóõ ºÏîñëóõ ºÏîñëóõ ºÏîñëóõ º
îäíèì çîäíèì çîäíèì çîäíèì çîäíèì ç
íàðiæíèõíàðiæíèõíàðiæíèõíàðiæíèõíàðiæíèõ
êàìåíiâêàìåíiâêàìåíiâêàìåíiâêàìåíiâ

öåðêîâíîãîöåðêîâíîãîöåðêîâíîãîöåðêîâíîãîöåðêîâíîãî
æèòòÿ.æèòòÿ.æèòòÿ.æèòòÿ.æèòòÿ.

Iíêîëè ìèIíêîëè ìèIíêîëè ìèIíêîëè ìèIíêîëè ìè
÷óºìî,÷óºìî,÷óºìî,÷óºìî,÷óºìî,

ùî ïîñëóõùî ïîñëóõùî ïîñëóõùî ïîñëóõùî ïîñëóõ
ººººº

 âèùå âèùå âèùå âèùå âèùå
ïîñòó iïîñòó iïîñòó iïîñòó iïîñòó i

ìîëèòâè.ìîëèòâè.ìîëèòâè.ìîëèòâè.ìîëèòâè.
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áàòüêè âèêîíóâàëè. ª â³äîìèé ïðèêëàä òàêîãî âèõîâàííÿ
â æèòòºïèñ³ Ñèëóàíà Àôîíñüêîãî. Âæå áóäó÷è
ïðàâåäíèêîì ³ ñâÿòîãî æèòòÿ ëþäèíîþ, ïðåï. Ñèëóàí
ãîâîðèâ ³íêîëè, ùî â³í ùå íå äîñÿã òîãî, ùî éîãî áàòüêî,
õî÷à áàòüêî áóâ ïðîñòèì ñåëÿíèíîì, ìàâ äðóæèíó, ä³òåé,
âåëèêå ãîñïîäàðñòâî. Ïðåï. Ñèëóàí íàâîäèòü òàêèé
ïðèêëàä: ó íüîãî õëîï÷èêîì òóðáîòà áóëà –íàãîäóâàòè
áàòüêà. Áàòüêî ïðàöþâàâ â ïîë³, à ìàëåíüêîìó ñèíó
äîðó÷èëè ãîòóâàòè îá³ä ³ ïðèíîñèòè áàòüêîâ³. Òàê ñèí
ïî÷óâàâ ñâ³é íåâåëèêèé âêëàä â ðîáîòó áàòüê³â ³ ðàä³â
ïîñëóõîâ³: áàòüêî ñ³ÿâ õë³á, à â³í íîñèâ éîìó ¿ñòè ³ òàêèì
÷èíîì áóâ ïîòð³áíèé ðîäèí³. Îäíîãî ðàçó õëîï÷èê,
çàáóâøè ïðî òå, ùî ï’ÿòíèöÿ, ïðèí³ñ áàòüêîâ³ ÿëîâè÷èíó.
Áàòüêî ìîâ÷êè ç’¿â, í³÷îãî ñèíîâ³ íå ñêàçàâ, à ò³ëüêè çãîäîì
÷åðåç âåëèêèé ïðîì³æîê ÷àñó ñêàçàâ: “À ïàì’ÿòàºø,
ñèíó, òè ìåí³ ÿëîâè÷èíó â ï’ÿòíèöþ ïðèí³ñ? Òî
æ ÿ ¿¿ ¿â”. Òîáòî, ç â³äðàçîþ, àëå ñèíó í³÷îãî
íå ñêàçàâ. ×îìó? Òîìó, ùî â³í, õî÷ ³ ïðîñòèé
ñåëÿíèí, ùî íå ìàâ í³ÿêèõ çíàíü ïðî íàóêó
âèõîâàííÿ, àëå ñâ³é ïîñëóõ âèõîâàòåëÿ
ðîçóì³â ³ áà÷èâ, ùî ÿê çàðàç íàãàäàº
ñèíó ïðî ï³ñò, òî ñõâèëþº õëîï÷èêà. ² íå
òå ïîãàíî, ùî ñõâèëþº, à òå, ùî ñèí
âòðàòèòü ðàä³ñòü  ó÷àñò³ â áàòüê³âñüê³é
ïðàö³, ùî â³í áóäå áîÿòèñÿ çíîâ áàòüêîâ³
íå äîãîäèòè, çíîâ ùîñü ïåðåïëóòàº, áóäå
ïðàöþâàòè áåç ðàäîñò³, òîáòî íå ïî-
õðèñòèÿíñüêè. Áàòüêî éîìó í³ â ÷îìó íå
äîêîðèâ. Àëå â³í íå çàáóâ íàãàäèòè öåé âèïàäîê
â ñâ³é ÷àñ, êîëè ñèí âæå áóâ çäàòíèé ñïðèéíÿòè òàêó
äóìêó. Îò ÿêó ìóäð³ñòü, ÿêå ìèñòåöòâî â ðîäèííîìó ïîñëóõó
ïðîÿâèâ ïðîñòèé ñåëÿíèí.

Ïîñëóõ º îäíèì ç íàð³æíèõ êàìåí³â öåðêîâíîãî
æèòòÿ. ²íêîëè ìè ÷óºìî, ùî ïîñëóõ âèùå ïîñòó ³ ìîëèòâè.
Äî ö³º¿ ôðàçè ëþäè ñòàâëÿòüñÿ ïî-ð³çíîìó. Áàãàòî õòî
êàòåãîðè÷íî çàïåðå÷óº: “Í³, ïîñëóõ- öå çàêð³ïà÷åííÿ âîë³
ëþäñüêî¿, öå ðàáñüêå ïîíåâîëåííÿ”. Íà öüîìó ãðóíò³
áàçóþòüñÿ âñÿê³ âèêðèâëåííÿ íàøîãî öåðêîâíîãî æèòòÿ, à
â³äáóâàºòüñÿ òàêå òîìó, ùî ñüîãîäí³ ³ ï³äëåãë³, ³ íà÷àëüíèêè
íåïðàâèëüíî ðîçóì³þòü, ùî æ òàêå ïîñëóõ. Áóäó÷è ñàì³
ñâàâ³ëüíèìè, íåñëóõíÿíèìè, ìè ç òðóäîì ñïðèéìàºìî
ñëîâà ïðî òå, ùî ïîñëóõ âèùå ïîñòó ³ ìîëèòâè. ßê ðîçóì³òè
ïîñëóõ? Ìè ñëàâèìî ïåðøèõ ðóñüêèõ ñâÿòèõ –
ñòðàñòîòåðïö³â Áîðèñà ³ Ãë³áà. ßê âì³ñòèòè ïîäâèã öèõ
êíÿç³â? Áðàò ¿õí³é ïîâñòàâ ïðîòè çëîãî áðàòà, ùî ñâàâ³ëüíî
³ çóõâàëî çàõîïèâ áàòüê³âñüêèé ïðåñòîë. Äîáèâñÿ ïðàâäè
ëþäñüêî¿. À ö³ àãíö³ æàæäàëè ïðàâäè Áîæî¿; âîíè
çáåðåãëè ïîñëóõ ñòàðøîìó, çëîìó áðàòó ³ áóëè âáèò³. Êóõàð,
ùî â îäíîãî ç íèõ ñëóæèâ, çàð³çàâ ñâîãî äîáðîä³ÿ íîæåì,
ïåðåð³çàâ êíÿçþ ãîðëî. ßê çðîçóì³òè òàêèé ïîñëóõ? Â³í â
ëþäñüê³ ðàìêè íå âì³ùàºòüñÿ.

Àëå òðåáà ñêàçàòè, ùî õðèñòèÿíèí-ïî÷àòê³âåöü,
êîëè ÷èòàº ïðî ïîñëóõ, ðîçóì³º âñå ³íàêøå. Â³í ãîòîâèé
ëÿãòè íà ï³äëîãó: âèòèðàéòå îá ìåíå íîãè! Âîíî, ìîæå, ³
íåïîãàíî, àëå öÿ ëþäèíà çàáóâàº ïðî òå, ùî ñàìà âîíà
ùå íå çì³íèëàñÿ, ùî çàïîâ³ä³ Áîæ³ ïðèéíÿëà ëèøå ðîçóìîì.
Çíàõîäÿ÷èñü ï³ä âïëèâîì äàðîâàíî¿ áëàãîäàò³, ïî÷àòê³âåöü

íå â ñèë³ óñâ³äîìèòè, ùî ñàì ùå íå â³äïîâ³äàº çàïîâ³äÿì.
Ïåðâèííà áëàãîäàòü âñåëÿº â íüîãî ðàéñüêå ùàñëèâå
óñâ³äîìëåííÿ áóòòÿ Áîæîãî, óñâ³äîìëåííÿ òîãî, ùî öåé ñâ³ò
º Áîæèì. Â³í ïî÷èíàº óÿâëÿòè, ùî äîñÿãíóòè ñìèðåííÿ ëåãêî,
ïîòð³áíî ëèøå ÿêîìîãà ñèëüí³øå ïðèíèæóâàòè ñåáå, àëå
íàñïðàâä³ âæå ÷åðåç äóæå êîðîòêèé ÷àñ â³í ïî÷èíàº
ïðîòèä³ÿòè. Â³í ïîâñòàíå íà òèõ, êîãî â³í ñïîêóñèâ ñâî¿ì
íåïðàâäèâèì ñìèðåííÿì. Ðàïòîì äî íüîãî äîõîäèòü, ùî
ëþäèíà â³í ãîðäà ³ íå ìîæå âèíåñòè ïðèíèæåííÿ. Òîä³ â
äóø³ éîãî â³äáóâàºòüñÿ òàêèé âèáóõ, ùî ìîæå ïðèâåñòè
íå ò³ëüêè äî â³äïàä³ííÿ â³ä Öåðêâè, àëå íàâ³òü ïîðîäèòè
íàð³êàííÿ íà Òâîðöÿ, à òî ³ äî ïðÿìîãî áîãîáîðñòâà äîâåñòè.

Ùå ðàç ñêàæó: êîëè ìè ãîâîðèìî ïðî ïîñëóõ, òî
ñë³ä ïàì’ÿòàòè, ùî â³í º ïåðåäóñ³ì ðåçóëüòàòîì âèõîâàííÿ
³ ñàìîâèõîâàííÿ. Êîëè ìè âõîäèìî â ñâ³äîìèé â³ê ³

ñâ³äîìî ïðèõîäèìî äî â³ðè, òîä³ ìè ïî÷èíàºìî
ñàì³ ñåáå âèõîâóâàòè. ßê? Òåðï³ííÿì ñêîðáîò ³

ñìèðåííÿì.
Íàãàäàþ â³äîìó ³ñòîð³þ ïðî òå, ÿê îäíîìó
ïîñëóøíèêó ñòàðåöü íàêàçàâ ñàäæàòè
êàïóñòó êîð³ííÿì äîâåðõó. Òîé îäèí
ïàðîñòîê ïîñàäèâ, ³íøèé, ïîò³ì äóìàº:
ùîñü ñòàðåöü ïåðåïëóòàâ àáî ÿ ùîñü íå
çðîçóì³â. Ïîäóìàâ òàê, ïîñàäèâ êàïóñòó
êîð³ííÿì â çåìëþ ³ ç ðàä³ñòþ ï³äõîäèòü äî

ñòàðöÿ. Òîé ³ ãîâîðèòü: “Õ³áà ÿ òàê òîá³
íàêàçàâ ñàäæàòè?” “Îò÷å, òàê êàïóñòà æ íå

âèðîñòå!” “Ìîëèòâàìè ñâÿòèõ îòö³â íàøèõ âñå
çðîñòå; à îò òå, ùî ó òåáå íåìàº ïîñëóõó, öå ïîãàíî:

â òåáå íå çðîñòå í³ÿêà äîáðî÷åñí³ñòü”.
Íà öüîìó ïðèêëàä³ ìè áà÷èìî, ùî ïîñëóõ ç äàâí³õ

÷àñ³â âèõîâóâàâñÿ ñàìå íà ïîä³áíèõ ïðèêëàäàõ:
ïåðåâ³ðÿëîñÿ, íàñê³ëüêè ïîñëóøíèê äîâ³ðÿº òîìó, õòî éîãî
íàâ÷àº. Î÷åâèäíî, ùî â íàø ÷àñ ëþäèíà òàêîþ íå ìîæå
áóòè òîìó, ùî âîíà çàðàæåíà ïðîêàçîþ ãð³õà. Ñåðåä íàñ
íåìàº òàêèõ äóõîâíèõ ñâ³òèëüíèê³â, ÿê Àíòîí³é Âåëèêèé,
Ï³ìåí Âåëèêèé ³ ¿õí³ îòö³, íàçâàí³ âåëèêèìè. Á³ëÿ íèõ ëåãêî
áóëî íåñòè ïîñëóõ, ëåãêî äîâ³ðÿòè ¿ì. Â òîìó æ äàâíüîìó
ïàòåðèêó ãîâîðèâ îäèí ñòàðåöü ñâî¿ì äóõîâíèì ÷àäàì: “ß
çàçäðþ âàì: ÿê âàì ëåãêî ñïàñòèñÿ! Âè ìîæåòå ïðîñòî
ñëóõàòèñÿ ìåíå ³ ñïàñòèñÿ. Ìî¿ìè ñâÿòèìè ìîëèòâàìè ³
âàøèì ïîñëóõîì âè â ðàé óâ³éäåòå.” Àëå ñüîãîäí³ íàñ
òî÷èòü ñóìí³â: “À íàø³ äóõîâí³ îòö³? Âîíè íå ñâÿò³, âîíè
÷óäåñ íå òâîðÿòü, ìåðòâèõ íå îæèâëÿþòü, õâîðèõ íå
çö³ëþþòü. Òî, ìîæå, âîíè ³ çîâñ³ì ãð³øí³: öåé ïî íî÷àõ íå
ìîëèòüñÿ, öåé çà îá³äîì íå îáõîäèòüñÿ îäíèì ñóõàðèêîì;
öåé ãîâîðèòü ïðèñòðàñíî”. ² âòðà÷àºòüñÿ äîâ³ðà. Àëå ïîñëóõ
çàâæäè ãðóíòóºòüñÿ íà äîâ³ð³, ùî íå ïåðåâ³ðÿºòüñÿ
ðàö³îíàëüíèì ðîçóìîì. ×îìó ìàëåíüêà äèòèíà ñëóõàºòüñÿ
áàòüê³â? Òîìó, ùî íå ñóìí³âàºòüñÿ â ¿õí³é äîáðîò³. Àäæå
íåð³äêî áóâàº: áàòüêè íåäîñòîéí³, à ëþáîâ äî íèõ ó ä³òåé
âåëèêà. Ä³òè ëþáëÿòü ñâî¿õ áàòüê³â, ÿê³ êðàäóòü, ÿê³ æèâóòü
ãð³øíî, ãîòîâ³ íàâ³òü ïðîïèòè ñâîº ÷àäî, à ä³òè âñå îäíî ¿õ
ëþáëÿòü. Âîíè ñòðàæäàþòü â³ä òîãî, ùî áàòüêè íå ìîæóòü
¿õ ëþáèòè ïî-ñïðàâæíüîìó, àëå ñàì³ ëþáëÿòü ³ äîâ³ðÿþòü
¿ì. Îò ö³º¿ äîâ³ðè ó íàñ íå âèñòà÷àº. Áóäåìî æ çàâæäè
ïàì’ÿòàòè ïðî öå, ³ ïî çàïîâ³ä³ Áîæ³é áóäåìî ïðàãíóòè
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ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÈÉ ÏÐÀÂÎÑËÀÂÍÈÉ ÑÎÁÎÐ Â ÏÀÐÌ², ÎÃÀÉÎ,
ÑÂßÒÊÓª ÑÂÎª 80-Ë²ÒÒß

Â äíÿõ 13 ³ 14 ëèñòîïàäà
2004 ð. óêðà¿íñüêèé ïðà-
âîñëàâíèé ñîáîð ñâ. Âî-
ëîäèìèðà â Ïàðì³ â³ä-
ñâÿòêóâàâ ñâîº 80-ë³òòÿ.

Çàñíîâàíà â 1924 ð.,
öÿ ïàðàô³ÿ º îäíîþ ç
íàéñòàð³øèõ ïàðàô³é

Êë³âëåíäñüêî¿ îêîëèö³ òà îäíîþ ç íàéàêòèâí³øèõ.
Ñâÿòêóâàííÿ ïîïåðåäèëè â³äïðàâè â ñóáîòó 13

ëèñòîïàäà â ìîíàñòèð³ ñâ. Ãåðìàíà, ÿêèé çíàõîäèòüñÿ â öåíòð³
Êë³âëåíäó. Öåé ìîíàñòèð Öåíòðàëüíî¿ ºïàðõ³¿ ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ
ìàº ãîëîâíîþ ìåòîþ ñâîº¿ ä³ÿëüíîñò³ îï³êó áåçïðèòóëüíèìè
íàøî¿ îêîëèö³. Òóò ùîäíÿ ãîäóþòü òà îï³êóþòüñÿ á³äíèìè.
Áëàæåíí³øèé Ìèòðîïîëèò Êîíñòàíòèí â³äïðàâèâ Áîæåñòâå-
ííó Ë³òóðã³þ â êàïëèö³ ìîíàñòèðÿ ³ ñàì âèäàâàâ îá³äè äëÿ
á³äíèõ. Ââå÷åð³ òîãî æ äíÿ ó ñîáîð³ ñâ. Âîëîäèìèðà áóëî
â³äïðàâëåíî Âå÷³ðíþ òà Ïàíàõèäó çà ñïîê³é äóø íàñòîÿòåë³â,
ïàí³ìàòîê òà â³ðíèõ, ÿê³ â³ä³éøëè ó â³÷í³ñòü çà öèõ 80 ðîê³â.
Ï³ñëÿ öüîãî ìîëîäü ïàðàô³¿, ï³äë³òêè ìàëè òîâàðèñüêó çóñòð³÷
ç Âëàäèêîþ.

Â íåä³ëþ ñâÿòêóâàííÿ ðîçïî÷àëîñÿ Àðõèºðåéñüêèì
Áîãîñëóæåííÿì, î÷îëåíèì Âëàäèêîþ Êîíñòàíòèíîì,
ïðåäñòîÿòåëåì êàòåäðè. Ñîñëóæèëè éîìó ñâÿùåíèêè ñîáîðó:
îòö³ ²âàí Íàêîíå÷íèé, ²âàí Ì³ðîíêî, Ìèõàéëî Ñòðàïêî,
äèÿêîí ²ãîð Ìàõëàé òà îòö³ ²âàí Ãåíð³ ³ Âîëîäèìèð ²âàíîâ ç
ìîíàñòèðÿ ñâ. Ãåðìàíà. Ãàðíî ñï³âàâ õîð, ÿêèì äèðè´óâàâ
Ìàðê³ÿí Êîì³÷àê. Ïðèñëóãîâóâàëè 16 â³âòàðíèõ õëîïö³â. Ïåðåä
Ë³òóðã³ºþ Âëàäèêà Êîíñòàíòèí ïîñòðèã ó ÷èòö³ Òåðåíñà
Ìàò³ÿñà äëÿ ìîíàñòèðÿ. Äóæå áàãàòî â³ðíèõ ïðèñòóïèëè äî
ñâÿòèõ Òà¿íñòâ.

Ï³ñëÿ Áîãîñëóæåííÿ â³äáóâñÿ áåíêåò ç ïðîãðàìîþ.
Ïîíàä 325 â³ðíèõ òà äóõîâåíñòâî ñóñ³äí³õ ïàðàô³é ñâ.
Éîñàôàòà, ñâ. Ïîêðîâè, Ñâÿòî¿ Òðîéö³, ñâ. Ìèõà¿ëà ³ ñââ. Ïåòðà
³ Ïàâëà òà ìîíàñòèðÿ ñâ. Ãåðìàíà âçÿëè â íüîìó ó÷àñòü. Ï³ä
÷àñ áåíêåòó áóëî çà÷èòàíî ïðèâ³òàííÿ â³ä Ïðåîñâÿùåíí³øîãî
Âëàäèêè Ðîáåðòà (Ìîñêàëÿ) òà ìåðà ì³ñòà Ïàðìè. Ä³òè ïàðàô³¿

ïðåäñòàâèëè êîðîòêó ï’ºñó ïðî ñâ. Àíäð³ÿ íà Êè¿âñüêèõ ãîðàõ,
ñâ. êí. Âîëîäèìèðà òà ïðî ³ìì³ãðàö³þ äî Àìåðèêè. Ì³æ
ñöåíêàìè ñï³âàâ öåðêîâíèé õîð.

Ç íàãîäè ñâÿòêóâàííÿ â³ðí³ òà ïðèöåðêîâí³
îðãàí³çàö³¿ çëîæèëè ùåäð³ ïîæåðòâè íà ä³ÿëüí³ñòü ãðîìàäè
³ ïîòðåáè Öåðêâè. Ïîíàä $ 103 000 áóëî ç³áðàíî, ç ÿêèõ $
50 000- äàð â³ä â³ääàíèõ ïðàö³âíèê³â ïðè âàðåíèêàõ.
Íåäàâíî ãðîìàäà çðîáèëà êàï³òàëüíèé ðåìîíò áóäèíêó
Êóëüòóðíîãî îñåðåäêó, â ÿêîìó ïðîâîäÿòü çàíÿòòÿ 15
ïàðàô³ÿëüíèõ îðãàí³çàö³é òà äåê³ëüêà ãðîìàäñüêèõ óñòàíîâ.
Ïàðàô³ÿ ñâ. Âîëîäèìèðà â³äîìà â óêðà¿íñüê³é ãðîìàä³ ñâîºþ
àêòèâíîþ ïðàöåþ ç ìîëîääþ, øêîëîþ òà ï³äòðèìêîþ
áëàãîä³éíèõ ïðîåêò³â òà Öåðêâè â Óêðà¿í³.

Ìèòðîïîëèò Êîíñòàíòèí ÷èòàº ªâàíãåë³º ï³ä ÷àñ Ë³òóðã³¿.

His Beatitude Metropolitan Constantine reading the Gospel
during the Divine Liturgy celebrating the 80th anniversay

of St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, Parma, OH.

At 10:00 p.m.
on Saturday, December
25th, on a cold and
snowy evening, seven
buses departed from St.
Vladimir’s Ukrainian
Orthodox Cathedral in
Parma, Ohio, for Wa-
shington, DC.

Organized by
the United Ukrainian
Organizations of Grea-

ter Cleveland, the buses transported over 350 Ukrainians to
the Ukrainian Embassy to vote in the December 26th election
in Ukraine.

Prior to the departure of the buses, the clergy of St.
Vladimir’s Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral and St. Andrew’s
Ukrainian Catholic Church led the gathering in prayer for a
safe journey and a successful election in Ukraine.

Clergy of Parma’s
Ukrainian Orthodox and
Catholic Churches lead

prayers prior to the
departure of 350

people for the
Ukrainian Embassy in

Washington, DC
to vote in the

December 26th election.
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The 80th anniversary celebra-
tion of St. Vladimir Cathedral in
Parma, OH, was held on Saturday,
November 13-14.

The celebration began on
Saturday evening with a Memorial
Service for deceased pastors, pani
matki and parishioners. This was
followed by the vespers service.
Presiding at the services was His
Beatitude Metropolitan Constantine,
presiding bishop of St. Vladimir
Cathedral. After the Vespers, the
parish youth had an informal gathering
with the Metropolitan at the parish
rectory.

On Sunday, November 14,
the Metropolitan was greeted at the
entrance to the Cathedral with the
traditional bread and salt by the parish
board and youth. This was followed by
a Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Assisting
Metropolitan Constantine were five
priests, one deacon and 16 altar
servers. The Cathedral’s Ukrainian
and English choirs joined together to
chant the responses to the bilingual

St. Vladimir Cathedral in Parma Celebrates 80th

Anniversary
Liturgy. Many faithful
received Holy Com-
munion, which was
distributed from three
chalices.

Fo l lowing
the Liturgy, an anni-
versary banquet was
held in the newly-
renovated parish cen-
ter, with over 325
people in attendance.
During the program,
His Beatitude spoke
on the tremendous
accomplishments of
his Cathedral, not
only at the local level
but also in the
Diocese and in help-
ing Ukraine. Greetings were read from
Most Rev. Robert Moskal of the
Ukrainian Catholic Diocese of Parma,
as well as clergy in attendance.

A very touching portion of the
afternoon was a program presented by
the parish youth that depicted the

arrival of Holy Apostle Andrew in
Ukraine and St. Volodymyr, the
Baptizer of Ukraine. The program
concluded with the arrival of Ukrainian
immigrants to the United States and
the organization of St. Vladimir’s
Parish in Cleveland in 1924. Between
scenes, the parish choir sang various
religious songs. There was total
silence in the auditorium, with tears in
the eyes of many watching the
development of the Church.

During the banquet, monetary
gifts were offered by the parish
organizations, parishioners and
guests, totaling over $103,000, with
the largest gift coming from the
“Pyrohy Group”.

St. Vladimir’s Cathedral was
organized in the Tremont section of
Cleveland in 1924. In the 1950’s the
parish purchased land in Parma and
built a new church, cultural center and
rectory in 1966.

Besides being a religious
center for hundreds of Ukrainian
Orthodox Christians, it is also home to
various youth activities in the Greater
Cleveland Ukrainian community.

The parish youth of St. Vladimir Cathedral in Parma
depicting the acceptance of the Orthodox Faith by St.
Volodymyr as part of the 8Oth anniversary celebration on
Sunday, November 14. The stage presentation ended
with the arrival of Ukrainians to America in the 1900’s.

Ukrainian Orthodox League
Lenten RetreatLenten RetreatLenten RetreatLenten RetreatLenten Retreat

March 18-20
All Saints Camp, Millennium Building, Emlenton, PA

* Follow Me *
Jn. 1:43-51 - Following the Lord’s Example

in Our Daily Lives

Retreat Speakers include: Metropolitan Constantine
and Fr. John Haluszczak

Enjoy inspirational and thought provoking discussion, lodging,
missionary work and all meals.

Minimal cost of $90 for UOL Members,
$100 for non-UOL members ($60 for Young Adult and

Junior UOL members who apply for a subsidy),
and a day rate (Saturday only) of $30
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For more information contact:
Diane Senedak, DKSSenny@aol.com, 330.792.6699;

Melanie Nakonachny,  MelanieNak@aol.com, 440.842.3820;
or Tracy Fisher, TJGalla@aol.com 412.221.1729.
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On Sunday, No-
vember 28,2004, the Ukrai-
nian Choir of St. Vladimir
Cathedral in Parma, OH,
honored Mrs. Olena Narizny,
who recently celebrated her
90th birthday. At the end of
the liturgy, the clergy
presented Mrs. Narizny with
an Icon of the Protection of
the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Born in the Kuban
Region, Mrs. Narizny, at the
age of 15, began singing in
the local church choir that
was directed by her brother,

Cheyenne Fishel, daughter of R. Doug and Jackie Fishel,
of Beccaria, was baptized and chrismated this past
summer at St. Vladimir Church in Smithmill, PA, where Fr.
Paul Bigelow is pastor. Sponsors were Marie Lidgeff and
Joseph Syktich.

At the November
monthly dinner meeting,
members of St. Vladimir
Church in Smithmill, PA
thanked Nick Blaha, and
presented him with a
Certificate of Appreciation.
Nick has assisted the
clergy of St. Vladimir
weekly for the past 33
years.

Not present was
Michael Berzonsky, who
was also awarded a Certifi-
cate of Appreciation for his
50 years of service. Many of
those years Mr. Berzonsky
served as Secretary/Trea-
surer on the parish council.

Years of Service
Recognized

Rev. Fr. Paul Bigelow thanks Nick Blaha as he wishes him
many years for his dedicated service.

Newly Baptized and Chrismated

Parma Choir Honors
Member

St. Andrew’s Choir and the
Kobzar National Choir. Be-
cause of her strong soprano
voice, she had many solo
roles in all the choirs in
which she sang.

In 1982, she and
her husband returned to
Parma and St. Vladimir’s
Parish, rejoining the choir
and becoming active as a
volunteer in the parish
library. She also sang in the
Dnipro Choir.

Mrs. Narizny’s love
of both Church and secular

Mrs. Olena Narizny was presented with an icon on the
occasion of her 90th birthday. Also pictured are parish clergy
and her family members - four generations of choir
members.

Mykailo. Later, she settled
with her family in Donetsk.
From there, she continued
singing in church and
Ukrainian National choirs in
Germany.

Emigrating to the
United States in 1949, she
sang in St. Volodymyr
Cathedral in New York City.
In 1952, she and her family
settled in the Parma area,
where she joined St.
Vladimir’s choir. In 1964,
she and her husband,
Alexander, moved to Los
Angeles, where she joined

music has been passed on
to her family, resulting in
four generations of singers
in the choir, namely daugh-
ter, Helen Norka, grand-
daughter, Lucy Komichak,
and three great granddaugh-
ters, Andrea, Boh-dana and
Julianna Komichak. Be-
sides the female singers in
the family, her
granddaughter’s husband,
Mr. Markian Komichak, is
the director of both the
Ukrainian and English choirs
at St. Vladimir Cathedral.
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Ukrainian Orthodox Word

The Office of Religious Educa-
tion (ORE) is pleased to announce
that it will continue its series of
educational lectures in the Wilmington,
DE area. This first session was held in
January.

The theme, Orthodox Teach-
ings: An Overview, will cover a variety
of subjects including the Bible, Old
and New Testaments, Divine Liturgy,
Ecumenical Councils, Church Struc-
ture, and Holy Fathers: The first
session covered Church Art and the
Orthodox Cross. Subsequent ses-
sions will be:
Feb 20: The Divine Liturgy
Apr 17: Holy Scripture & Tradition
May 15:The Ecumenical Councils
and Saints of the Church

According to Rev. Deacon Joe
Kreta, ORE Director, “This informative
lecture series is an excellent way to
find out more about where the
Church’s teachings actually come
from and how they developed.”

December 26, 2004 was a
day of devastation for thousands of
people in southern Asia and East
Africa when the largest earthquake in
40 years caused millions of tons of
water from the Indian Ocean to come
toppling on shore. According to the
latest reports, over 155,000 people are
dead across 12 nations. The area
which received the worst impact was
the Indonesian island of Sumatra,
which was closest to the epicenter.
The U.N. children’s agency estimates
that some 60% of Band Aceh, the
main city in northern Sumatra was
destroyed.

A recent press release from
the Orthodox Metropolitanate of Hong
Kong and South East Asia reports the
following: There is a significant
Orthodox presence on the Indonesian
island of Sumatra, including numerous
churches, schools, and other philan-
thropic sites. His Eminence Metropoli-
tan Nikitas has been in contact with
Indonesian Orthodox clergy and
Orthodox brethren in southern India
since the time of the disaster and is
able to report that none of the faithful
have been seriously injured, and very
little damage has been done to
churches and related buildings. Since
most of the affected Orthodox faithful
reside in Medan, on the eastern coast
of North Sumatra in Indonesia, there
was concern that the powerful
earthquake could have caused serious

damage. Though not directly affected
by this disaster, the OMHKSEA has
chosen to act as an intermediary
between those who have suffered great
losses and those who would like to
help them recover.

The Orthodox Christian Mis-
sion Center’s sister organization,
IOCC (International Orthodox Chris-
tian Charities) is working with His
Eminence Metropolitan Nikitas of the
Orthodox Metropolitanate of Hong
Kong and Southeast Asia to extend
the network of church-based humani-
tarian relief in the region. IOCC is also
developing a regional response to the
crisis with its longtime partner, Church
World Service (CWS).

The Mission Center encour-
ages all the Orthodox faithful in the
United States and Canada to support
this relief work. To learn more about
IOCC’s response please go to

            http://www.iocc.org.

In times of greatest tragedy it
is our faith that sees us through. May
God comfort and bless the grieving,
the homeless and the suffering.

The Orthodox Christian Mis-
sion Center: Helping Orthodox Chris-
tians respond to Christ’s call to
preach, teach, baptize, minister to the
poor and make disciples of all nations
as the official international mission
agency of SCOBA.

A Challenge to Orthodox
Christians to Respond to the
needs in the Tsunami
Affected Areas

OCMC
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Wilmington Parish To Sponsor ORE Lecture Series
An open discussion format will

be used, and questions are always
welcome! The lectures, to be held
immediately following the Divine
Liturgy in the parish hall, are open to
all: SS. Peter & Paul Church, 1406

Philadelphia Pike, Wilmington, DE
19809.

For more info, please contact the
local parish or Rev. Deacon Joe Kreta
at 610-782-0225 or via
jkreta@erols.com.

- Nine cents of every dollar spent in
retail stores (excluding car dealers), is
spent in a Walmart.

- The average salary in major league
baseball last year was $2,372,189.

- $32.8 billion was spent on
entertainment in Las Vegas last year,
$6.1 billion of it on gambling.

- “The total effect of maternal
employment... is more negative than
previously reported,” announced a
scholar whose previous studies had
claimed that in general a child’s
mother being employed helped the
child get better grades. He found that,
contrary to popular belief, mothers
working had a detrimental effect upon
their children’s grades even when the
children were in high school and thus
thought to need their mothers less.
The finding was not affected by how
much money the mother made.

Life in America
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ÊÎÐÎÒÊÎ
            ÏÐÎ ÐIÇÍÅ... (çà ïîâ³äîìëåííÿì çàñîá³â ìàñîâî¿ ³íôîðìàö³¿)

Ïîäðóææÿ ³ ðîäèíà

Çã³äíî ç íîâèìè äàíèìè, íàâåäåíèìè ó ÷àñîïèñ³
“Heritage Foundation”, ïðîãðàìè, ïðîïà´óþ÷³ ñòðèìàííÿ â³ä
ñòàòåâèõ ñòîñóíê³â, çìåíøóþòü ê³ëüê³ñòü âàã³òíîñòåé ìîëîäèõ
ä³â÷àò íà ùî íàéìåíøå 40 %. Ìîëîä³ ä³â÷àòà, ÿê³ îá³öÿþòü
çáåð³ãàòè ñâîþ öíîòëèâ³ñòü äî îäðóæåííÿ, ìàþòü íà 40 % ìåíøå
øàíñ³â ìàòè íåøëþáíó äèòèíó, à ïðàâäîïîä³áí³ñòü, ùî âîíè
âèõîäèòèìóòü çàì³æ íåâèííèìè, º íà 12 % á³ëüøà, í³æ ó ä³â÷àò,
ùî òàêî¿ îá³öÿíêè íå äàâàëè. Òàêîæ á³ëüø ïðàâäîïîä³áíèì º,
ùî âîíè îäðóæàòüñÿ. Ïðèðå÷åííÿ  ìîðàëüíî¿ ÷èñòîòè äàþòü
äóæå ïîä³áí³ ðåçóëüòàòè. “Âçàãàë³, ïðèðå÷åííÿ íåâèííîñòè
áëèçüêî àñîö³þºòüñÿ ç ö³ëèì ðÿäîì ïîçèòèâíî¿ ïîâåä³íêè ìîëîä³,
³ âîíî  íå ìàº íå´àòèâíèõ åôåêò³â”,  ïîâ³äîìëÿº â³ä³ë íîâèí
ôóíäàö³¿. Îïóáë³êîâàí³ ðåçóëüòàòè ö³º¿ äîâ³äêè âêàçóþòü íà òå,
ùî ïðèðå÷åííÿ çàòðèìàòè öíîòëèâ³ñòü òà ³íø³ ïîä³áí³ âèõîâí³
ïðîãðàìè ñòðèìàííÿ ñïðèÿþòü çíà÷íîìó çìåíøåííþ ñòàòåâîãî
æèòòÿ ï³äë³òê³â, âàã³òíîñòè ìîëîäèõ ä³â÷àò òà ïðèâåäåííþ íà
ñâ³ò íåøëþáíèõ ä³òåé. Ñåáòî, âîíè ìàþòü ïîçèòèâíèé âïëèâ íà
ñóñï³ëüñòâî. Çã³äíî ç äàíèìè ôóíäàö³¿, ùîð³÷íî ðîäèòüñÿ 1,35
ì³ëüéîíà íåøëþáíèõ ä³òåé, ùî òâîðèòü ïðèáëèçíî îäíó òðåòèíó
âñ³õ íàðîäæåíü ó ÑØÀ. ²ñíóþþ÷³ äàí³ âêàçóþòü íà òå, ùî ä³òè,
ÿê³ âèðîñòàþòü ëèøå ç îäíèì ³ç áàòüê³â, ìàþòü ó ñ³ì ðàç³â á³ëüøå
øàíñ³â âèðîñòàòè ó íåäîñòàòêàõ,  êîðèñòàòè ç ïðîãðàì ñóñï³ëüíî¿
äîïîìîãè òà  õâîð³òè ð³çíèìè íåäóãàìè, ñó÷àñíîãî ñóñï³ëüñòâàñ,
í³æ ä³òè ³ç ïîâíîö³ííèõ ðîäèí.

Õðèñòèÿíñòâî â ªâðîï³

Êîëèñü âèêëþ÷íî êàòîëèöüêà, ²òàë³ÿ òåïåð âêëþ÷àº
800,000 ìóñóëüìàí, ìàéæå 500,000 ïðàâîñëàâíèõ õðèñòèÿí ç³
Ñõ³äíî¿ Åâðîïè, ìàéæå ñò³ëüêè æ Ñâ³äê³â ªãîâè òà á³ëÿ 350,000
ïðîòåñòàíò³â, äâ³ òðåòèíè ç íèõ õàðèçìàò³â. Çà ñëîâàìè æóðíàë³ñòà
Ñàíäðî Ìà´³ñòðà, ïðîöåíòîâî ö³ ÷èñëà ùå äîñèòü ñêðîìí³, àëå
âîíè âêàçóþòü ÷àñòî íà ³íòåíñèâíå âèçíàâàííÿ â³ðè, ³ äàþòü êðàùó
ïåðñïåêòèâó ùîäî ðåë³ã³éíîãî ðîçïîä³ëåííÿ íàñåëåííÿ.
Ðåçóëüòàòè öüîãî ìîæíà çáàãíóòè ³ ç³ çâ³ò³â îðãàí³çàö³¿
“Ñòóä³þâàííÿ åâðîïåéñüêèõ ö³ííîñòåé”, ùî íà ïðîòÿç³ îñòàíí³õ
20-îõ ðîê³â âêàçóþòü íà ïîñò³éíå çðîñòàííÿ ÷èñëà ëþäåé â ²òàë³¿,
ÿê³ ùîòèæíåâî â³äâ³äóþòü ñâî¿ ðåë³ã³éí³ ãðîìàäè, ÷è òî âæå
êàòîëèöüê³, ÷è í³. ²íøà ñòàòèñòèêà âêàçóº íà òå, ùî çà òîé ñàìèé
â³äòèíîê ÷àñó, â ²òàë³¿  ïðîöåíò ëþäåé, ÿê³ ââàæàþòü ñåáå
ïðàêòèêóþ÷èìè êàòîëèêàìè, çð³ñ ³ç 33% ía 38%.

Ìîëîäü â Àìåðèö³

Ìàéæå òðåòèíà ó÷í³â íèæ÷èõ ñåðåäí³õ (middle schools)
³ âèùèõ ñåðåäí³õ (high schools) øê³ë â Àìåðèö³ ìóñÿòü ùîäåííî
äèâèòèñü ïðîãðàìó â³ñòåé íà êàíàë³ ÷.1, ùî ïîäàº 10 õâèëèí íîâèí
³ 2 õâèëèíè êîìåðö³éíèõ îãîëîøåíü, ÿê³, çäåá³ëüøîãî,
ðåêëÿìóþòü íåêîðèñí³ ïðîäóêòè ¿æ³ (junk foods), ô³ëüìè, ïîâí³
æîðñòîêîñòè é íàñèëüñòâà, ³ ò.ï. Ïîì³æ ³íøèìè ñïîñîáàìè, ùî
çàñòîñîâóþòüñÿ, ùîá ïðîäàâàòè òîâàðè ä³òÿì, º ò.çâ.”òweening”,
ùî îçíà÷àº ïðîïà´óâàííÿ ïðîâîêóþ÷îãî îäÿãó äëÿ ä³òåé
ñòàðøîãî â³êó, òà ò.çâ. “trans-toying”, ñåáòî ïåðåòâîðåííÿ ðå÷åé
ùîäåííîãî âæèòêó íà ³ãðàøêè. “×èì á³ëüøå ä³òè áóëè âèñòàâëåí³
òàêèì ïðî´ðàìàì, òèì á³ëüøå â íèõ áóëî íåïîðîçóì³íü ³ ñâàðîê
ç áàòüêàìè”,- êàæå ïñèõ³àòð Äæóë³ºò Øîð, àâòîð òâîðó “
“Íàðîäæåí³ äëÿ òîãî, ùîá êóïóâàòè: äèòèíà, ÿê æåðòâà
êîìåðö³éíîñòè ³ íîâîãî íàïðÿìêó êóëüòóðè ñïîæèâà÷³â”.  “Ä³òè,
ùî á³ëüøå âèñòàâëåí³ ö³é “êóëüòóð³ ñïîæèâà÷³â”, âïàäàþòü ó
äåïðåñ³þ, âîíè òåðïëÿòü â³ä çàíåïîêîºííÿ ³ âçàãàë³ íå
ïî÷óâàþòüñÿ äîáðå”. Âîíè âïàäàþòü ó äåïðåñ³þ òîìó, ùî “…ó
íèõ ÷àñòî äóæå íèçüêà ñàìîîö³íêà, ùî ñïðàâä³ íå äèâíî, áî æ

¿õ ðåêëÿìè “êóëüòóðè ñïîæèâà÷³â” ïåðåêîíóþòü, ùî òè º í³õòî,
ÿêùî íå ìàºø ïåâíî¿ ìàðêè òåí³ñ³âîê àáî íå ï’ºø ïåâíèõ íàïî¿â.
Òâîº æèòòÿ ñïðàâä³ íåâåñåëå, ÿêùî òè íå ¿ñè öóêåðîê. Òâî¿ áàòüêè
– çàíóäè, òâî¿ â÷èòåë³ - çàíóäè. Æèòòÿ âçàãàë³ íåö³êàâå, íóäíå . *
Íàóêîâåöü, äîñë³äè ÿêîãî ðàí³øå âêàçóâàëè íà òå, ùî ñèòóàö³ÿ,
äå ìàòè ïðàöþº íàçàãàë ñïðèÿº îòðèìàííþ äèòèíîþ êðàùèõ
îö³íîê, òåïåð òâåðäèòü, ùî íàñë³äêè öüîãî çäåá³ëüøîãî íå´àòèâí³.
Ñó÷àñí³ äîñë³äè âêàçóþòü, ùî íàïåðåê³ð ïîïóëÿðí³é äóìö³, ïðàöÿ
ìàòåð³ ïîçà äîìîì â³ä’ºìíî âïëèâàº íà îö³íêè ¿¿ ä³òåé, íàâ³òü
êîëè ö³ ä³òè âæå â ñåðåäí³é øêîë³, ³ í³áè-òî ââàæàëîñÿ, ùî ¿ì
ìàòè ìåíøå ïîòð³áíà. Ö³ âèñë³äè âèÿâèëèñÿ íå çàëåæíèìè â³ä
òîãî, ñê³ëüêè ìàòè çàðîáëÿëà.

Ñòàíîâèùå æ³íêè

Õðèñòèÿíè â ²íä³¿ º îäèíîêîþ ðåë³ã³éíîþ ãðîìàäîþ, â
ÿê³é æ³íîê á³ëüøå, í³æ ÷îëîâ³ê³â. Íà êîæíó 1000 ÷îëîâ³ê³â-õðèñòèÿí
ïðèïàäàº 1009 æ³íîê-õðèñòèÿíîê. Ðàçîì ¿õ ïåðåñ³÷íà ê³ëüê³ñòü ó
äåðæàâ³ 933, ñèêõ³â 892, ³íäóñ³â 931 ³ ìóñóëüìàí³â 936. Íàïåðåê³ð
òîìó, ùî â ðàäèêàëüíîìó ³ñëàì³ æ³íêè ââàæàþòüñÿ íà íèçüêîìó
ð³âí³, ³ñëàìñüê³ òåðîðèñòè ïî÷àëè âèêîðèñòîâóâàòè ¿õ, ÿê à´åíò³â
³ ÿê áîìáîâèê³â-ñàìîãóáö³â. Àëåêñ³ñ Á. Äåëåéí³ ³ Ï³òåð Ð. Í’þìàí
ïèøóòü ó “International Herald Tribune”, ùî “…ñèìâîë³÷íî ó÷àñòü
(âèêîðèñòàííÿ) æ³íîê äîð³âíþº ìîãóòí³é çàÿâ³, ùî ñòèðàº ð³çíèöþ
ïîì³æ çëî÷èíöåì ³ æåðòâîþ”. Íàâ³òü ïîì³æ ïðî´ðåñèâíèìè
ëþäüìè çàõîäó ³ñíóº ïåðåêîíàííÿ, ùî æ³íêè, ÿê” ñëàáà ñòàòü”,
á³ëüøå ñõèëüí³ îáîðîíÿòè æèòòÿ, àí³æ éîãî íèùèòè. ßêùî æ³íêè
ð³øàþòü ïåðåñòóïàòè âñòàíîâëåí³ íîðìè ïðî íåäîòîðêàí³ñòü
ëþäñüêîãî æèòòÿ, òî âîíè öå ðîáëÿòü ëèøå, ÿê îñòàíí³é âèõ³ä ³ç
ñèòóàö³¿. Íàóêîâåöü Êëàðà Áåéëåð, ùî çàéìàºòüñÿ àíàë³çîì ðåàêö³¿
çàãàëó íà ñàìîãóáíå áîìáàðäóâàííÿ, çíàéøëà, ùî öèõ æ³íîê-
êàì³êàäçå ïðåäñòàâëÿþòü, ÿê ñèìâîë áåçìåæíîãî â³ä÷àþ,…à íå
ÿê õîëîäíîêðîâíèõ óáèâö³â öèâ³ëüíîãî íàñåëåííÿ. Ó âèïàäêó
çàì³øàííÿ æ³íêè, ÇÌ² çîñåðåäæóþòüñÿ íà ïðè÷èí³,” ùî çàñòàâèëà
¿¿ öå çðîáèòè”, à íå íà êðèâàâ³é ðîçïðàâ³, ÿêó âîíà  ñòâîðèëà.
²íøèìè ñëîâàìè, ÿêùî áîìáàðäóâàëüíèêîì áóëà æ³íêà, òî ¿¿
ïðåäñòàâëÿþòü ÿê æåðòâó, ïîòðåáè ÿêî¿ çàëèøàëèñü
íåçàäîâîëåíèìè.

Ïî âñüîìó ñâ³ò³

Ó ñâ³ò³ çàðàç æèâå 27 ì³ëüéîí³â ëþäåé-íåâ³ëüíèê³â,
çäåá³ëüøîãî “çîáîâ’ÿçàíèõ” ðîá³òíèê³â, ëþäåé, ÿê³ â³ääàëè ñåáå
â çàêëàä çà áîðãè, ùî ¿õ, íàïåâíî, íå çìîæóòü çàïëàòèòè, áî ¿õ
âëàñíèêè ï³äðîáëÿþòü çàïèñè â êíèãàõ òàê, ùîá ðîá³òíèêè
çàëèøàëèñü êð³ïàêàìè. Öå – â ²íä³¿, Ïàê³ñòàí³, Áåí´ëàäåø³ ³ Íåïàë³.
×èñëî öèõ çàêð³ïà÷åíèõ ëþäåé º íàéâèùå çà âñþ ³ñòîð³þ ëþäñòâà,
àëå ïðîöåíòîâî âîíè ïåâíî òâîðÿòü íàéìåíøó òàêó ́ ðóïó â ³ñòîð³¿.
Òàê ââàæàº Êåâ³í Áåéëñ, àâòîð êíèãè “Çâ³ëüí³òü ðàá³â!” Çã³äíî ç
ïîäàíèìè â æóðíàë³ “The Christian Science Monitor “ ³íôîðìàö³ÿìè,
â³í ãîâîðèòü, ùî “íàì íå ïîòð³áíî âèãðàâàòè ñóäîâèõ ïðîöåñ³â,
áî â êîæí³é êðà¿í³ ³ñíóþòü óæå çàêîíè ïðîòè ðàáñòâà. Ìè íå
ìóñèìî âèãðàâàòè åêîíîì³÷íèõ àð´óìåíò³â (òàê, ÿê öå áóëî â 19-
îìó ñòîë³òò³, êîëè âñÿ ³íäóñòð³ÿ ìîãëà ÷åðåç öå ðîçïàñòèñÿ). ² ìè
íå ìóñèìî âèãðàâàòè ìîðàëüíèõ àð´óìåíò³â, áî â íàø ÷àñ í³õòî
âæå íå ïðîáóº îïðàâäàòè ðàáñòâî. Îäíå, ùî ñòðèìóº çâ³ëüíåííÿ
– öå äåøåâà ïðàöÿ êð³ïàê³â. Êîëè ó 1850 ð. êð³ïàê êîøòóâàâ á³ëÿ
40 òèñÿ÷ (ñüîãîäí³øí³õ) äîëàð³â, ³ áóâ äëÿ âëàñíèêà ³íâåñòèö³ºþ,
ÿêó òîé çà âñÿêó ö³íó áîðîíèâ, òî ñüîãîäí³ íà ò.çâ. “Áåðåç³ ñëîíîâî¿
êîñòè” ³ ïîä³áíèõ ì³ñöÿõ, ö³íà êð³ïàêà º âñüîãî $30, áî òîðãè
íèìè ïåðåïîâíåí³. ² öåé íàäëèøîê çìåíøèâ ¿õ (êð³ïàê³â) âàðò³ñòü
³ç ö³íè, ïîòð³áíî¿ äëÿ êóï³âë³ àâòîìàøèíè, äî âàðòîñò³
ïëàñòèêîâîãî ïèñàëüöÿ, ÿêå ï³ñëÿ âæèòêó ìîæíà âèêèíóòè.*

Òîìì³ Êàëâåðò, ãîëîâà çîâí³øí³õ çâ’ÿçê³â “Àìåðèêàíñüêî¿
´ðóïè ïðîòè ðàáñòâà” ç îñåðåäêîì ó Áîñòîí³ êàæå, ùî “ñèòóàö³ÿ
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ç ðàáñòâîì ïåâíî íàéã³ðøà ó Ìàâðèòàí³¿ é Ñóäàí³, áî òóò éäåòüñÿ
ïðî ðàáñòâî, ùî ïåðåäàºòüñÿ ç ïîêîë³ííÿ â ïîêîë³ííÿ”. Åë³çàáåò
Áðàºíò ïèøå â ÷àñîïèñ³ “Religion News Service” òàêå:” Ó ñàõàðñüê³é
êðà¿í³ Ìàâðèòàí³¿ àðàáè òà ³íø³, ùî ñòîë³òòÿ òîìó çàâîþâàëè öþ
êðà¿íó, íàñèëüíî çàêð³ïà÷èëè àôðèêàíñüêèõ òóá³ëüö³â. Õî÷
ï³çí³øå ð³çíèöÿ â êîëüîð³ øê³ðè ÷åðåç çì³øàííÿ ðàñ çàòåðëàñÿ,
âñå-òàêè ä³éñíèõ àðàá³â ùå âñå íàçèâàþòü “á³ëèìè ìàâðè-
òàíöÿìè”, ³ âîíè ïåðåâàæàþòü ó âëàä³, â àðì³¿ òà â ïðèâàòíèõ
ñåêòîðàõ. ×îðí³ àôðèêàíö³ (ãàðàòèíè) çàëèøàþòüñÿ íà äí³
ñóñï³ëüíî¿ ³ åêîíîì³÷íî¿ ñòðóêòóðè. Âëàäà çàïåðå÷óº, ùî â êðà¿í³
³ñíóº ðàáñòâî, ùî áóëî 1981 ð. óíåçàêîíåíå, íå âðàõîâóþ÷è
ïðèõîâàíèõ ñèòóàö³é”.* Çã³äíî ç³ çâ³òîì Äåïàðòàìåíòó ñïðàâå-
äëèâîñòè, ùîðîêó ïåðåâîçÿòü ÷åðåç êîðäîíè â³ä 600.000 äî
800.000 ëþäåé. ²ç íèõ 80 â³äñîòê³â º æ³íî÷î¿ ñòàò³, 70 â³äñîòê³â
ïîïàäàþòü ó ñåêñ-òîðã³âëþ ³ ïîñòà÷àþòü îðãàí³çîâàíîìó çëî-
÷èíñòâó á³ëÿ 9.5 á³ëüéîí³â äîëàð³â. Îö³íþþòü, ùî ó Ñïîëó÷åíèõ
Øòàòàõ º â³ä 52,000 äî 87,000 ëþäåé, ùî çîáîâ’ÿçàí³ â³äðîáèòè
ïåâíó ñóìó.  Ùîðîêó ïðèâîçÿòü ñþäè â³ä 14,000 äî 17,550 íîâèõ
ïðèìóñîâèõ ðîá³òíèê³â.

Àô´àí³ñòàí
Â³ä ÷åðâíÿ 2004 ð. áóëî çàáèòî ï’ÿòüîõ  àô´àíö³â, ùî

ïðèéíÿëè õðèñòèÿíñòâî.  Âîíè çàãèíóëè ó ð³çíèõ ³íöèäåíòàõ
íåäàëåêî êîðäîíó ñõ³äíîãî Àô´àí³ñòàíó. Ïðî ïåðøèé âèïàäîê
ïîâ³äîìèëî à´åíòñòâî “Ðîéòåð” ùå â ëèïí³. Äî íèõ áóâ òåëåôîí
â³ä òàë³áàíñüêîãî ðå÷íèêà, ÿêèé ïîâ³äîìèâ ¿õ ïðî âáèâñòâî, ùî
â³äáóëîñÿ â ïðîâ³íö³¿ ¥àçíà ïîïåðåäíüîãî äíÿ, Ìóëëàãà Àññàäà
Óëëàãà. ¥ðóïà òàë³áàíö³â âèòÿãëà ñâîþ æåðòâó ³ ïåðåð³çàëà éîìó
ãîðëî çà òå, ùî â³í ðîçïîâñþäæóâàâ õðèñòèÿíñòâî. Âáèâñòâî
³íøîãî àô´àíöÿ-õðèñòèÿíèíà Íàâàä-óë-Ðåìàíà, ÿêèé  ³øîâ
â³äâ³äàòè ðîäèíó çàãèáëîãî, áóëî ï³äòâåðäæåíî, êîëè 7-ãî
ñåðïíÿ éîãî òðóï çíàéäåíî â çàëèøåí³é àâòîìàøèí³ â ì. Àâäàíä.
Ùå òðüîõ àô´àíö³â-õðèñòèÿí çàáèòî â íåïîâ’ÿçàíèõ ³íöèäåíòàõ
15-ãî, 23-ãî ³ 28 –ãî ñåðïíÿ ö.ð. Êîæåí ³ç çàáèòèõ çàëèøèâ
äðóæèíó ³ äåê³ëüêîõ ä³òåé.

Êèòàé

Ð³äíÿ òðüîõ óâ’ÿçíåíèõ ó òàáîðàõ òÿæêî¿ ïðàö³ õðèñòèÿí
àïåëþâàëà äî ì³ñöåâî¿ âëàäè, âèìàãàþ÷è âèÿñíåííÿ, çà ÿê³ ñàìå
ïåðåñòóïêè ¿õ ïîêàðàíî. Êîï³þ àïåëÿö³¿ îòðèìàëè ³ õðèñòèÿíè
Ãîí´-Êîí´ó. Â ëèñò³ ïîäàí³ âñ³ ïîäðîáèö³ ¿õ àðåøò³â ³ ïðèñóäó
áåç ñóäó -”ïåðåâèõîâàííÿ” ÷åðåç ïðèìóñîâó ïðàöþ â òàáîðàõ.
Âñ³ òðîº (äâîº ç íèõ íîñÿòü ïð³çâèùå “Âó”, à òðåò³é “Ë³”), ïîõîäÿòü
³ç ï³âäåííî-çàõ³äíîãî Êèòàþ. Òèì ÷àñîì âëàäà Êèòàþ â³äêèäàº
îñêàðæåííÿ, ïîäàí³ â çâ³ò³ Êîì³ñ³¿ ïðî ðåë³ã³éíó ñâîáîäó, ùî â
Êèòà¿ â³äáóâàþòüñÿ ðåë³ã³éí³ ïåðåñë³äóâàííÿ. Ðå÷íèê Ì³í³ñòðà
çàêîðäîííèõ ñïðàâ Êèòàþ Êîí´ Êâàí çàïåâíÿº, ùî ñâîáîäó
ðåë³ã³éíèõ ïåðåêîíàíü îõîðîíÿº Êîíñòèòóö³ÿ òà ³íø³ çàêîíè
Êèòàþ.

Îñîáëèâî òóðáóþ÷³ êðà¿íè

Äåðæàâíèé Äåïàðòàìåíò ÑØÀ 15 âåðåñíÿ çíîâó
çàðàõóâàâ Á³ðìó, Êèòàé, Ï³âí³÷íó Êîðåþ òà Ñóäàí äî êðà¿í, ùî
òóðáóþòü ñâî¿ìè òÿæêèìè ïîðóøåííÿìè ïðàâèë ïðî ñâîáîäó
ðåë³ã³¿. Äî öüîãî ñïèñêó äîäàíî ùå é Åðèòðåþ, Ñàóä³éñüêó Àðàá³þ
òà Â’ºòíàì. “Äîäàííÿ öèõ êðà¿í, ñåáòî Åðèòðå¿, Ñàóä³éñüêî¿ Àðàá³¿
³ Â’ºòíàìó º íåïîõèòíèì ñòâåðäæåííÿì, ùî â íèõ â³äáóâàþòüñÿ
êîëîñàëüí³ ïåðåñë³äóâàííÿ ðåë³ã³éíèõ ìåíøèí ³ â³ðóþ÷èõ”,- ñêàçàâ
Éîñèô Ð. ¥ð³åáîñê³, ïðåçèäåíò ²íñòèòóòó ðåë³ã³¿ ³ ïóáë³÷íèõ ñïðàâ.
“Â Ñàóä³éñüê³é Àðàá³¿ íå ³ñíóº æîäíî¿ ðåë³ã³éíî¿ ñâîáîäè, áî
öþ êðà¿íó çàíàäòî äîâãî âæå í³õòî íå ïåðåâ³ðÿâ, ³ âîíà ÿâíî
íåõòóº åëåìåíòàðíèìè ëþäñüêèìè ïðàâàìè ³ ì³æíàðîäíî
ïðèéíÿòèìè íîðìàìè, ï³äïèñóâà÷åì ÿêèõ äîêóìåíò³â âîíà
ÿâëÿºòüñÿ.

Ñàóä³éñüêà Àðàá³ÿ

Ó ì³ñò³ Ð³ÿä, 15 âåðåñíÿ 2004 ð. ï³ñëÿ øåñòèì³ñÿ÷íîãî
óâ’ÿçíåííÿ ³ òîðòóð, ïîñòàâëåíî ïåðåä âèêëþ÷íî ³ñëàìñüêèí ñóäîì
Áðàÿíà Î’Êîííîðà, (ðåë³ã³éíîãî) ïðàö³âíèêà ç ²íä³¿ çà òå, ùî â³í
í³áè-òî ðîçïîâñþäæóâàâ õðèñòèÿíñòâî ó âèêëþ÷íî ³ñëàìñüêîìó
êîðîë³âñòâ³. Éîãî ïåðåñëóõàííÿ â³äáóëîñÿ áóêâàëüíî ê³ëüêà ãîäèí
ïåðåä òèì, ÿê Êîì³ñ³ÿ ðåë³ã³é³íî¿ ñâîáîäè îñóäæóâàëà Ñàóä³éñüêó
Àðàá³þ çà ãðóá³ ïåðåñòóïè çàêîí³â ñâîáîäè ðåë³ã³¿. Ó çãàäàíîìó
çâ³ò³ ïðî Ñàóä³éñüêó Àðàá³þ áóëî ñêàçàíî, ùî â ö³é êðà¿í³ ò³, ùî íå
º ìóñóëüìàíàìè ðèçèêóþòü àðåøòîì, ïîáèòòÿì, äåïîðòàö³ºþ, à òî
é òîðòóðàìè. Ï³ä ÷àñ ïåðåñëóõàííÿ, ùî òðèâàëî ï³âòîðè ãîäèíè,
Î’Êîííîðà âïåðøå ïî³íôîðìóâàëè, â ÷îìó éîãî îñêàðæóþòü.
Îáâèíóâà÷åííÿ âêëþ÷àëè ïîñ³äàííÿ àëêîãîëþ ³ ïîðíî´ðàô³÷íèõ
ô³ëüì³â òà ïðîïîâ³äóâàííÿ õðèñòèÿíñòâà. Áóëî íåÿñíî, ÷è áóëè
äîêàçè, ùî ï³äòðèìóâàëè á  îñêàðæåííÿ. Î’Êîííîð ïðèçíàâ, ùî
â³â ó ñâî¿é äîì³âö³ á³áë³éí³ ñòóä³¿ äëÿ ïåðåñåëåíèõ õðèñòèÿí.

 ²ÍÒÐÎÍ²ÇÀÖ²ß
ÍÎÂÎÃÎ ÀËÅÊÑÀÍÄÐ²ÉÑÜÊÎÃÎ  ÏÀÒÐ²ßÐÕÀ

24 æîâòíÿ 2004 ð. â³äáóëàñÿ â ì. Àëåêñàíäð³¿ â ªãèïò³
³íòðîí³çàö³ÿ íîâîãî Ïàïè ³ Ïàòð³ÿðõà Àëåêñàíäð³éñüêîãî ³ âñ³º¿
Àôðèêè, ÿêèì ñòàâ Àðõèºïèñêîï Òåîäîðîñ ³ç Ç³ìáàáâå. Â³í ÿâëÿºòüñÿ
116 –èì íàñë³äíèêîì ïðåñòîëó ñâ. Ìàðêà. Ïàòð³ÿðõ³þ â Àëåêñàíäð³¿
áóëî âñòàíîâëåíî ó ðîö³ 62 Ãðåöüêèì Ïðàâîñëàâíèì Ïàòð³ÿðõîì.
Öåé Ïàòð³ÿðõàò ââàæàºòüñÿ äðóãèì ï³ñëÿ Âñåëåíñüêîãî Ïàòð³ÿðõàòó.

Íîâîãî Ïàòð³ÿðõà îáðàíî îäíîãîëîñíî 9-ãî æîâòíÿ 2004
ð. íà ì³ñöå ñïî÷èëîãî Ïàòð³ÿðõà Ïåòðîñà V²²-ãî, ÿêèé çàãèíóâ ó
òðàã³÷í³é êàòàñòðîô³  ó âåðåñí³ òîãî æ ðîêó, ùî òðàïèëàñü íåïîäàë³ê
â³ä áåðåã³â Àôîíñüêî¿ ãîðè.

Îáðàííÿ â³äáóëîñÿ â öåðêâ³ Agios Savvas (ñâ. Ñàâè) â
Àëåêñàíäð³¿. Ó îáðàíí³ íîâîãî äóõîâíîãî ïðîâ³äíèêà áðàëè ó÷àñòü
13 Ìèòðîïîëèò³â ç óñüîãî àôðèêàíñüêîãî êîíòèíåíòó, íà ÿêîìó
íàðàõîâóºòüñÿ á³ëÿ 300,000 ïðàâîñëàâíèõ õðèñòèÿí.

²íòðîí³çàö³ÿ â³äáóëàñÿ 24 æîâòíÿ ó êàòåäð³ ñâ. Áëàãî-
â³ùåííÿ â Àëåêñàíäð³¿ â ïðèñóòíîñò³ á³ëÿ 2,000 ëþäåé, à ùå äåê³ëüêà
òèñÿ÷ ñòîÿëè íà âóëèöÿõ äîâêîëà öåðêâè. Ïîì³æ ïðèñóòí³ìè áóëî
áàãàòî ïîë³òè÷íèõ ³ ðåë³ã³éíèõ âèçíà÷íèõ îñ³á âêëþ÷íî ç Ïðåçèäåí-
òîì Ãðåö³¿ Êîñò³ñîì Ñòåôàíîïóëîñîì, Àðõèºïèñêîïîì Àòåí ³ âñ³º¿
Ãðåö³¿ Õðèñòîäóëîñîì òà Àðõèºïèñêîïîì Àëáàíñüêèì Àíàñòàñ³îñîì.

Ïàòð³ÿðõ Òåîäîðîñ, âåòåðàí ì³ñ³îíåðñüêî¿ ïðàö³, çàÿâèâ
ï³ä ÷àñ ³íòðîí³çàö³¿, ùî â³í ðîçïî÷íå ä³ÿëî´è ç óñ³ìà â³ðîâèçíàííÿìè,
îñîáëèâî ç ³ñëàìîì, ùîá ðîçâ’ÿçàòè ïðîáëåìè, ùî çà³ñíóâàëè íà
àôðèêàíñüêîìó êîíòèíåíò³. Ì³æ íèìè á³äí³ñòü, ãîëîä ³ òåðîðèçì.
Â³í òàêîæ ñêàçàâ, ùî îäíîþ éîãî ìåòîþ º â³äêðèòòÿ áîãîñëîâñüêî¿
ñåì³íàð³¿ â ª´èïò³.

Éîãî Áëàæåíñòâî Òåîäîðîñ ²²-èé, Ïàïà ³ Ïàòð³ÿðõ
Àëåêñàíäð³éñüêèé ³ âñ³º¿ Àôðèêè, íàðîäèâñÿ, 1954 ð. íà îñòðîâ³
Êðèò, ÿê Í³êîëàñ Õîðåôòàê³ñ. Ïî÷àòêîâ³ øêîëè â³í çàê³í÷èâ òàì æå.
Ï³çí³øå â³í çàê³í÷èâ áîãîñëîâñüêó øêîëó Ð³çàð³îñ â Àòåíàõ òà ìàº
äèïëîì ³ç Áîãîñëîâñüêî¿ øêîëè ïðè Àð³ñòîòåëüñüêîìó óí³âåðñèòåò³
íà Òåñàëîí³ö³. Â³í òàêîæ â÷èâñÿ â Îäåñ³, äå â³í áðàâ êóðñè ³ñòîð³¿
ìèñòåöòâà, ë³òåðàòóðè é ô³ëîñîô³¿. Â ðîêàõ 1975 – 1985 â³í ñëóæèâ,
ÿê àðõèäèÿêîí ³ êàíöëåð ñâ. Ìèòðîïîë³¿ Ëàìá³ñ ³ Ñôàê³îí íà Êðèò³,
äå ðîçâèíóâ çíà÷íó ô³ëàíòðîï³÷íó ä³ÿëüí³ñòü. Ó 1990 ð. éîãî
õ³ðîòîí³çîâàíî â ºïèñêîïè ç òèòóëîì â³äîìî¿ ºïàðõ³¿ Êèðåíñüêî¿
òà ïðèçíà÷åíî ïðåäñòàâíèêîì Ïàòð³ÿðõà Ïàðòåí³ÿ â Àòåíè (1990-
1997). Â³í ÷àñòî ñóïðîâîäæóâàâ Ïàòð³ÿðõà Ïàðòåí³ÿ â éîãî ïî¿çäêàõ
ïî Àôðèö³ òà íà ð³çí³ ì³æêîíôåñ³éí³ òà áîãîñëîâñüê³ êîíôåðåíö³¿.
Ó 1997 ð. ñâ.ï. Ïàòð³ÿðõ Ïåòðîñ ïðèçíà÷èâ éîãî ïàòð³ÿðøèì Â³êàð³ºì
ó Àëåêñàíäð³¿, à 10 ì³ñÿö³â ï³çí³øå éîãî îáðàíî Ìèòðîïîëèòîì
Êàìåðóíó, äå â³í çàñíóâàâ âàæëèâèé ì³ñ³éíèé îñåðåäîê. Ó 2002 ð.
éîãî ïðèçíà÷åíî Ìèòðîïîëèòîì Ç³ìáàáâå. Àôðèêàíö³ éîãî
øàíóþòü ³ ëþáëÿòü, ÿê ³  åëëàäñüê³ ³ àðàáñüê³ ãðîìàäè ªãèïòó ³ âñ³º¿
Àôðèêè.
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New Patriarch Named
The Patriarchate of Alexandria

elected a new patriarch in mid-
October. The patriarchate, which
covers all of Africa, has only 300,000
members, but is second in the
Orthodox hierarchy to the Patriarchate
of Constantinople. The new patriarch,
who was head of the Orthodox Church
in Zimbabwe, took the name Theodoros
II.

Ecumenical Relations
“Although [full] church fellowship

does not yet exist between our
churches, we each regard the other’s
members as being baptized and in the
case of a change of confession we
reject undertaking a new baptism,” the
Evangelical Church in Germany and
the Ecumenical Patriarchate (which
has the care of the 400,000 Orthodox
Christians in Germany), said in a joint
statement released in early October.
The Orthodox Church has not actually
re-baptized anyone in years.

Christianity in Europe
Once monolithically Catholic,

Italy now includes 800,000 Muslims,
almost 500,000 Orthodox Christians
from eastern Europe and about the
same number of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, and about 350,000 Protes-
tants, two-thirds Charismatic. “In
terms of percentage, these numbers
are still modest,” observed the Italian
journalist Sandro Magisten “But being
indicative of a practice of faith that is
frequently intense, they have a much
greater impact on the religious
landscape as a whole. The result can
be seen in the periodic surveys of the
European Values Study, which for 20
years has shown a constant increase
in Italy of the number of people who
frequent a religious community each
week, whether they are Catholic or
not. But there is another striking
statistic: In the same span of time, the
percentage of those in Italy who
declare themselves to be practicing

Catholics has also risen, from 33 to
38%.”

Gender
In India, Christians are the only

religious community in which women
out-number men. There are 1,009
Christian women for every 1,000
Christian men. The national average is
933, with the Sikhs having only 893,
Hindus 931, and Muslims 936.

Despite the low status of women
in radical Islam, Islamic terrorists have
begun using them as agents and
suicide bombers. “Symbolically, their
participation sends a powerful mes-
sage, blurring the distinction between
perpetrator and victim,” wrote Alexis
B. Delaney and Peter R. Neumann in
the International Herald Tribune.

“Even among progressive West-
erners, the notion that women are the
‘weaker sex,’ and that their inclination
is to create and protect life rather than
destroy it, remains widespread. If
women decide to violate all estab-
lished norms about the sanctity of
human life, they do so only as a last
resort. The scholar Clara Beyler, who
analyzed public reactions to suicide
bombings, found that ‘female kamika-
zes’ tended to be portrayed as ‘the
symbols of utter despair... rather than
the cold-blooded murderers of civil-
ians.’ If a woman was involved, the
media focused on ‘what made her do
it,’ not on the carnage that she had
created. In other words, if the attacker
was a woman, it was the bomber who
became the victim, and whose
grievances needed to be addressed.”

Slavery Survives
Twenty-seven million people now

live in slavery around the world, most
as bonded laborers - people who have
given themselves as collateral for
debts they will probably never be able
to repay, since their owners can adjust
the books to keep them enslaved - in
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Nepal. Though the number is the

highest number in human history, the
percentage is probably the lowest in
history, believes Kevin Bales of Free
the Slaves. And today, he believes,
“we don’t have to win the legal battle;
there’s a law against it in every
country. We don’t have to win the
economic argument; no economy is
dependent on slavery (unlike in the
19th century, when whole industries
could have collapsed). And we don’t
have to win the moral argument; no one
is trying to justify it anymore.”

Mauritania and Sudan are
probably the worst cases of slavery,”
said Tommy Calvert, chief of external
operations for the Boston-based
American Anti-Slavery Group. “You’re
talking about chattel slavery handed
down from generation to generation.”
In the Saharan country of Mauritania,
wrote Elizabeth Bryant for the Religion
News Service, “Arabs and Berbers
who invaded this land centuries ago
forced many indigenous Africans into
bondage. Intermixing has since
blurred skin colors, but ethnic Arabs
are still known as White Moors, and
dominate the government, army and
private sector. Haratines, or black
Africans, remain at the bottom of the
social and economic heap.” The
government denies that slavery exists
in the country, where slavery was
outlawed in 1981, except for “ves-
tiges.”

People Trafficking
According to a report from the

Department of Justice, 600,000 to
800,000 people are trafficked across
national borders each year, of whom
80% are female and 70% wind up in the
“sex trade,” producing an estimated
$9.5 billion for organized crime.
Between 52,000 and 87,000 people
are estimated to be in bondage in the
United States, with 14,000 to l7,550
trafficked into the country every year.
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Holy Matrimony...Holy Matrimony...Holy Matrimony...Holy Matrimony...Holy Matrimony...
As of 12/30/2004As of 12/30/2004As of 12/30/2004As of 12/30/2004As of 12/30/2004

AsleepAsleepAsleepAsleepAsleep
in the Lord...in the Lord...in the Lord...in the Lord...in the Lord...

As of 12/30/2004As of 12/30/2004As of 12/30/2004As of 12/30/2004As of 12/30/2004

Ukrainian Orthodox Word

Bilous, Dennis baptized and chrismated
on December 17, 2004, in St. Mary Cathedral
Church, Farmington, MI child of Igor Bilous and
Lana Ritz. Sponsors: Valeriy Omelyuk and Raisa
Yasenetskaya. Celebrated by Fr. Paul Bodnarchuk.
Heba, Kateryna baptized and chrismated on September 12,
2004, in St. Mary Cathedral Church, Farmington, MI child of
Vasyl Heba and Oksana Slobodyan. Sponsors: Vasyl Lohush
and Inna Poselyuzhna. Celebrated by Fr. Paul Bodnarchuk.
Hodge, Collin William baptized and chrismated on December
11, 2004, in St. John the Baptist Church, Johnson City, NY child
of Timothy Hodge and Kelly Anne Kinney. Sponsors: Nathan
Kinney and Debbie Hodge. Celebrated by Fr. Zinoviy Zharsky.
Martin, Ivan William baptized and chrismated on August 3,
2003, in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Lyndora, PA child of David
W.R. Martin and Charissa Sheptak. Sponsors: Stephen R. Sheptak
and Natalie Kapeluch. Celebrated by Fr. Stefan Zencuch.
Mitine, Anthony baptized and chrismated on October 9, 2004,
in St. Mary Cathedral Church, Farmington, MI child of  Oleg
Mitine and Irina Godlevskaia. Sponsors: Grygori Gerasymchuk
and Inna Kulik. Celebrated by Fr. Paul Bodnarchuk.
Mitrovic, Marina baptized and chrismated on December 19,
2004, in St. Michael Church, Pinellas Park, FL child of Zelko
Mitrovic and Olena Turinskaya. Sponsors: Menad Mitrovic and
Beatta Call. Celebrated by Fr. Nicholas Wkyborski.
Mule, Vincent Ryan baptized and chrismated on June 27,
2004, in St. George Church, Yardville, NJ child of Vincent Joseph
Mule and Linda Adriene Dereka. Sponsors: Andrew Wasyl
Dereka and Natalie Susan Cairo. Celebrated by Fr. Petro Levko.
Pawlowski, Andrew baptized and chrismated on August 31,
2002, in St. Andrew Memorial Church, So. Bound Brook, NJ
child of Todd Pawlowski and Tamara Naboka. Sponsors: Victor
Naboka and Eugenia Parnell. Celebrated by Fr. Yurij Siwko.
Petelko, Alexander baptized and chrismated on December 5,
2004, in St. George Church, Yardville, NJ child of Serhiy Petelko
and Alla Tronitska. Sponsors: Igor Ivanishchuk and Oksana
Kimak. Celebrated by Fr. Petro Levko.
Phillips, Shaelynn Marie baptized and chrismated on December
11, 2004, in St. Mary Cathedral Church, Allentown, PA child of
Curtiss R. Phillips and Ann M. Kramer. Sponsors: Nikolai Fartuch
and Eleanor M. Sefick. Celebrated by Fr. Myron Oryhon.
Skojec, Thomas James baptized and chrismated on August
8, 2004, in St. John the Baptist Church, Johnson City, NY child
of James Skojec and Nancy Skojec. Sponsors: John Skojec and
Lisa Ferrante. Celebrated by Fr. Mirone Klysh.
Vorobkevich, Dennis Lev baptized and chrismated on June
6, 2004, in St. Mary Cathedral Church, Farmington, MI child of
Wolodymyr Roman Worobkevich and Yulia Koval. Sponsors:
Ireneus Kozak. Celebrated by Fr. Paul Bodnarchuk.

Alexander Kuznetsov and Christy Puleio in St. Mary Parish,
McKees Rocks, PA,on  November 21, 2004,  witnessed by Sergei
Izvorean and Maria Spadaro Celebrant:  Fr. Timothy Tomson
Antonio Olivarez and Hally Anna Ley in St. Vladimir Parish,
Philadelphia, PA,on  November 7, 2004,  witnessed by Anthony
Spagnoletti and Tania Jitnyj Sotingco Celebrant:  Fr. Frank Estocin
Vasyl O. Sendeha and Olena P. Levko in St. George Parish,
Yardville, NJ, on November 6, 2004,  witnessed by Ruslan
Shmigalsky and Uliana Leskiv Celebrant:  Archbishop Antony

Babenko, Kathryna of Parma, OH,  on December 8, 2004, at
age of 93, funeral December 11,. 2004, officiating clergy Fr.
John Nakonachny & Fr. John Mironko of  St. Vladimir Parish,
Parma, OH.
Barankovich, Frank of Slickville, PA,  on December 18, 2004,
at age of 89, funeral December 21, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr.
Robert Popichak of  Holy Ghost Parish, Slickville, PA.
DeVassal, Miliza of Philadelphia, PA,  on November 26, 2004, at
age of 68, funeral December 1, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. Mikhailo
Tsyuman of  St. Mary Protectress Parish, Philadelphia, PA.
Dovbish, Peter of Massillon, OH,  on December 11, 2004, at
age of 44, funeral December 15, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr.
John Nakonachny & Fr. John Mironko of  St. Vladimir Parish,
Parma, OH.
Dziubaniuk, Rose of Cumberland, RI,  on December 13, 2004,
at age of 86, funeral December 17, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr.
John Harvey of  St. Michael Parish, Woonsocket, RI.
Gladky, Alex of Northport, FL,  on November 8, 2004, at age of
79, funeral November 13, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. John
Nakonachny & Fr. John Mironko of  St. Vladimir Parish, Parma, OH.
Golofski, Julia of Slickville, PA,  on November 30, 2004, at age
of 80, funeral December 3, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. Robert
Popichak of  Holy Ghost Parish, Slickville, PA.
Hnatczenko, Nancy of Philadelphia, PA,  on October 28, 2004, at
age of 62, funeral November 2, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. Mikhailo
Tsyuman of  St. Mary Protectress Parish, Philadelphia, PA.
Jewczyk, Maria of Antioch, IL,  on August 17, 2004, at age of
75, funeral August 23, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. Walter Hvostik
of  Most Holy Mother of God Parish, Third Lake, IL.
Kajko, Serhij of Dedham, MA,  on July 26, 2004, at age of 85,
funeral July 29, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. Roman Tarnavsky
of  St. Andrew Parish, Boston, MA.
Kalita, Tatiana of Stoughton, MA,  on June 26, 2004, at age
of 74, funeral June 29, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. Roman
Tarnavsky of  St. Andrew Parish, Boston, MA.
Kenen, Efruzyna of N. Hanover Twp. Nj,  on December 1,
2004, at age of 88, funeral December 4, 2004,  officiating
clergy Fr. Petro Levko of  St. George Parish, Yardville, NJ.
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Komanowsky, Oksana of Blue Bell, PA,  on September 8, 2004,
at age of 70, funeral September 18, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr.
Mikhailo Tsyuman of  St. Mary Protectress Parish, Philadelphia, PA.
Krevanich, Mary of Export, PA,  on December 20, 2004, at age
of 82, funeral December 23, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. Robert
Popichak of  Holy Ghost Parish, Slickville, PA.
Krupa, Robert D. of Hammond, IN,  on September 5, 2004, at
age of 74, funeral September 9, 2004,  officiating clergy
Hieromonk Philip of  St. Michael Parish, Hammond, IN.
Kuchinos, Paul of Coplay, PA,  on September 11, 2004, at age
of 88, funeral September 15, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. Bazyl
Zawierucha of Assumption of the Virgin Mary Parish,
Northampton, PA.
Kusner, Kathryn of McKees Rocks, PA,  on August 12, 2004, at
age of 85, funeral August 16, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. Tim
Tomson of  St. Mary Parish, McKees Rocks, PA.
Laspas, Apolina (Burluka) of Crown Point, IN,  on October 31,
2004, at age of 89, funeral November 3, 2004,  officiating
clergy Fr. Paul Martin of St. Michael Pro-Cathedral Parish,
Hammond, IN.
Lendel, Anna of Parma, OH,  on December 16, 2004, at age of 83,
funeral December 20, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. John Nakonachny
& Fr. John Mironko of  St. Vladimir Parish, Parma, OH.
Longenecker, Donald E. of Tyrone, PA,  on August 19, 2004, at
age of 74, funeral August 23, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. Paul
Bigelow of  St. Vladimir Parish, Smithmill, PA.
Markowicz, Helen of Hammond, IN,  on September 10, 2004,
at age of 88, funeral September 13, 2004,  officiating clergy
Hieromonk Philip of  St. Michael Parish, Hammond, IN.
Martynuk, Nelly of Parma, OH,  on December 78, 2004, at age of
83, funeral December 13, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. John
Nakonachny & Fr. John Mironko of  St. Vladimir Parish, Parma, OH.
Meyers, Evelyn of Dallas, IA,  on August 30, 2004, at age of
95, funeral September 4, 2004,  officiating clergy Hieromonk
Philip & Fr. Paul Martin of  St. Michael Parish, Hammond, IN.
Milinichik, John of Allentown,PA,  on December 4, 2004, at
age of 86, funeral December 8, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr.
Myron Oryhon of  St. Mary Parish, Allentown, PA.
Mykolenko, Aleksander of Wixom, MI,  on January 5, 2004,
at age of 95, funeral January 11, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. Paul
Bodnarchuk of  St. Mary Parish, Farmington, MI.
Nazaryk, Natalie Louisia of San Francisco, CA,  on June 29,
2004, at age of 51, funeral May 20, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr.
Roman Trynoha of  St. Michael Parish, San Francisco, CA.
Oleksienko, Soja of Warren, MI,  on March 14, 2004, at age of
76, funeral March 19, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. Paul Bodnarchuk
of  St. Mary Parish, Farmington, MI.
Petrusha, Ivan of Troy, MI,  on April 16, 2004, at age of 76,
funeral April 20, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. Paul Bodnarchuk of
St. Mary Parish, Farmington, MI.
Salak, Frank of Sewickley, PA,  on October 13, 2004, at age of
89, funeral October 16, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. Peter Natishan
of  St. Mary Parish, McKees Rocks, PA.

Skibickyj, Leokadja of Webster, NY,  on December 19, 2004, at
age of 79, funeral December 23, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. Igor
Krekhovetsky of  St. Mary Parish, Rochester, NY.
Slusarenko, Anatole of Philadelphia, PA,  on October 30, 2004,
at age of 80, funeral November 4, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr.
Mikhailo Tsyuman of  St. Mary Protectress Parish, Philadelphia, PA.
Soroczak, Olga of Parma, OH,  on November 10, 2004, at age of
78, funeral November 17, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. John
Nakonachny & Fr. John Mironko of  St. Vladimir Parish, Parma, OH.
Strykowsky, Katherine of Wallingford, PA,  on December 1,
2004, at age of 94, funeral December 6, 2004,  officiating clergy
Fr. Frank Estocin of  St. Vladimir Parish, Philadelphia, PA.
Symonenko, Petro of Troy, MI,  on August 10, 2004, at age of
77, funeral August 12, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. Paul Bodnarchuk
of  St. Mary Parish, Farmington, MI.
Symosky, Susan of Renn Run, PA,  on December 3, 2004, at
age of 84, funeral December 6, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. Paul
Bigelow of  Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, Smithmill, PA.
Szwed, Mykola of Redford Twp, MI,  on January 12, 2004, at
age of 81, funeral January 15, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. Paul
Bodnarchuk of  St. Mary Parish, Farmington, MI.
Tataren, John of Hammond, IN,  on October 9, 2004, at age of
88, funeral October 13, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr. Paul Martin
of  St. Michael Pro-Cathedral Parish, Hammond, IN.
Weretyk, Pawlo of Pittsburgh, PA,  on December 20, 2004, at
age of 81, funeral December 23, 2004,  officiating clergy Fr.
John Haluszczak of  St. Vladimir Parish, Pittsburgh, PA.
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Please remember in your prayers...
   Ïðîñèìî çãàäàòè ó Âàøèõ ìîëèòâàõ...

Âi÷íà ïàìÂi÷íà ïàìÂi÷íà ïàìÂi÷íà ïàìÂi÷íà ïàì’’’’’ÿòü!ÿòü!ÿòü!ÿòü!ÿòü!
Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!

FEBRUARY -  ËÞÒÈÉFEBRUARY -  ËÞÒÈÉFEBRUARY -  ËÞÒÈÉFEBRUARY -  ËÞÒÈÉFEBRUARY -  ËÞÒÈÉ
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À NEW CD
ÍÎÂÈÉ ÊÎÌÏÀÊÒÍÈÉ ÄÈÑÊ

$15.00$25.00

À NEW PRAYER BOOK
ÍÎÂÈÉ ÌÎËÈÒÎÂÍÈÊ

(ADD SHIPPING CHARGES $3.00 FOR MEDIA MAIL)

$15.00
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Ukrainian Orthodox Word

17th 1965 - PROTOPRIEST ANTONY BERYK

12th 1966 - REV. LEONTIJ KWARTYRIUK

19th 1974 - ARCHBISHOP IOV (SKAKALSKYJ)

16th 1986 - REV. JOHN  ZAZWORSKY

18th 1989 - PROTOPRIEST DMYTRO SAWKA

 2nd 1990 - PROTOPRESBYTER ANDREW BECK

20th 1991 - PROTOPRESBYTER MYKOLA CHERNIAWSKY

25th 1991 - PROTOPRIEST MYRON PACHOLOK

  6th 1999 - REV. JAMES MILLER
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USAUKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USAUKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USAUKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USAUKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USA
OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONSOFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONSOFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONSOFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONSOFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Get involved in the life of your Church!

The successs of all Church sponsored events depends upon your participation!

  We would be happy to include upcoming events of Eparchies, Deaneries,
Parishes and Church organizations in our Calendar of Events.

Please send information
to the attention of the Editor-in-Chief!

Jr/Sr Ukrainian Orthodox League Conventions
27-31 July 2005

Hosted by Holy Assumption Parish Chapters -
Northampton, PA

High School Mission Trip to Raphael House
7-14 August 2005

Sponsored by Consistory Office of Youth and Young Adult
Ministry and Office of Mission and Christian Charity

Church School Camp
June 25 - July 9, 2005

All Saints Camp- Ages 9-13

Teenage Conference
10-23 July 2005

All Saints Camp – Ages 13-18
(for Info about encampments contact

Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry
 (412-488-9664))

National “Bring a Friend to Church” Day
27 February 2005

Sponsored by the Junior UOL National Executive Board
Education Committee

UOL Lenten Retreat
18-20 March 2005

All Saints Camp- Millennium Building
Emlenton, PA

UOL Lenten Retreat
15-17 April 2005

St. Francis Retreat House
Bethlehem, PA

Mommy/Daddy and Me Camp
1-5 August  2005

All Saints Camp- Ages 4-8 + Parent(s)

 


