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From

the Editor’s Desk...
In the course of our lives there are times

when we see or hear these words: “Attention: Special
Announcement,” which make us a little nervous. When
this announcement is shown or heard, we start to
think about the worst that could happen. There
are times when we could be watching the prime
time news being reported and here it comes:
breaking news, breaking news, a special announce-
ment...

The pre-Nativity of our Lord season (St. Philip’s fast) is that
time of the year when the main message is that of hope for the
entire world. The time after time we hear the quote from the
prophet Isaiah: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
they shall name him Emmanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’”

This real breaking news is not only for the people of Israel,
but also for all people at all times. Just like many of us, who are
constantly waiting for good news, the Jewish nation has been waiting
for this “Emmanuel time” since the time of Moses in Sinai when
most of them felt “God with them”.

Now the questions are, what do we do with the special
announcement once we hear it? Do we decide just to divorce
ourselves from the message in silence or to proclaim it from the
rooftop? Once we receive the message, do we go back to sleep or
follow our daily routine like it was “just a dream”? Do we keep the
news to ourselves or go out to spread it to others?

The good news of Jesus entering into the history of our
lives can be claimed and proclaimed only by the way we accept His
Lordship over our lives.

There are so many people who are still waiting in fear
instead of joy. Jesus Christ is the new beginning; this is one of the
reasons that he is the Good News. He comes as a child full of new
life and Spirit-filled ideas. He comes to energize the whole human
race.

God came to enter in our lives, now he will be calling us to
enter into His. Can we take that challenge?

Emmanuel is here to bring creation back on track. His
message will be hope for the hopeless and mercy for the lost. God
is not just the God of one race or nation founded on a manuscript,
but a Person who will be in every heart and mind. In a sense He has
landed in our hearts. There is no longer a distance between God
and His children; He is with us – God is with us!

This is a “Special Announcement” all the way from the
biggest network of the entire universe, the network of the Kingdom
of God. As we welcome Emmanuel, may we also be messengers of
the Good News. This is my Nativity wish to all of the readers of our
Holy Church’s monthly publication. Christ is born!  Let us glorify
Him!

Editor-in-Chief
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Nativity Message – 2005Nativity Message – 2005Nativity Message – 2005Nativity Message – 2005Nativity Message – 2005
Let us glorify and thank God the Father for He,

in His great mercy, “sent forth His Son, made of a
woman, made under the law, to redeem them that
were under the law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons.” (Galatians 4:4-5)

Dearly beloved Clergy and Faithful
of our Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church be-
yond the borders of Ukraine and Brothers
and Sisters of the Faith in Ukraine,

CHRIST IS BORN!  GLORIFY HIM!

The world today, just as it was at
the time of the Nativity of our Lord and Sa-
vior, Jesus Christ, is in so many ways envel-
oped in sorrow and gloom.  This is because of
the ravages of evil, the culture of death in
our society, man’s inhuman treatment of fel-
low man and the consequences of natural
disasters.  Just as our Lord came as the inno-
cent child over two thousand years ago, how-
ever, He comes to us again in modern times
bringing us salvation.  God takes on our humanity so that we can
be elevated to the divine, so that we can have life, peace and
hope.  Had he not come, we would have no cause for celebra-
tion at any time.

Because He came, we can now comprehend the com-
passion, the concern, the LOVE of God for all mankind and His
desire to bring about our salvation.  The Only-begotten Son is
the center and cornerstone of all human and divine history and
we celebrate His Incarnation not only on 25 December/7 Janu-
ary, but in all seasons, at all times and in all occasions.  We
celebrate it in the ways we share the LOVE.  We celebrate the
Incarnation in the ways we are willing to empty ourselves of
pride and vanity enabling us to abandon our judgment and
condemnation of our neighbor.  We celebrate the Incarnation
when we become Christ in the lives of others – expressing our
concern and compassion for them regardless of their life cir-
cumstances.  We celebrate the Incarnation when we cease
resisting the gift of His Grace.

No one has ever exceeded the Evangelist John (the
Beloved One) in his powerful description of the Incarnation/
Nativity – the miracle of “God Eternal” (Boh Predvichnyj) who
comes to us and reveals Himself to us in the Person of a tiny,
vulnerable human Child. “In Him was life and the life was the
Light of men” (John 1:4). John is telling us that in and through
our Lord Jesus, God has made it possible for us to experience His
Power and Love in the depths of our existence so that we may
have fullness of life and the ability to share that fulness. We
should notice, however, the unexpected turn John makes in the
middle of his description! Turning from this description of Grace
and Light and Life, John suddenly says, ‘To His own He came, yet

His own did not accept Him” (John 1:11). Then just as
suddenly, he returns once again to the scheme of Grace,
saying, “And we have seen His glory. The glory of an

only Son coming from the Father, filled with en-
during love” (John 1:14). John is emphasizing
the miracle of the persistence of God’s Grace.
In spite of the rejection, in spite of the resis-
tance, He keeps coming, He keeps returning,
He keeps trying to break through to offer
us His love. And, as the Evangelist says, those
who finally say “Yes,” – those who receive
Him – “He empowers to become the chil-
dren of God” (John 1:12). No more beautiful
or important Christmas story has ever been
written.  Nor more powerful example can be
provided for our own lives.

Let us no longer resist the
Grace, the Light and the Life.  Let us boldy
share it with an increasingly secularized soci-
ety.  Let us persist in our efforts to end war,
in our efforts to proclaim the sanctity of all
life – especially that of the innocent unborn,
in our efforts to live in Christ’s LOVE.  “For

God so loved the world that He gave His Only-begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal
life. For God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the
world, but that the world might be saved through him.”  (John
3:16-17)  Believe it!

As a result of the events, which unfolded in Ukraine
one year ago, this season of miracles will forever be associated
with the miracle of peace and love that unfolded before the
eyes of the world in the sub-freezing streets of Kyiv during the
Orange Revolution.  May the faithful of the Church in Ukraine
– our brothers and sisters in Faith and by blood for the majority
of our faithful in the Diaspora – along with their leaders,
political and spiritual, open themselves to the Grace, which unites
all and heals all.  They and you are in our continued prayers.

We greet you all during this Holy, Holy Season and pray
that all the LOVE, Peace and Joy of the Christ-Child will fill your
homes and lives throughout the coming new year.

+ CONSTANTINE

Metropolitan, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of USA and Diaspora
+ JOHN

Metropolitan-Elect, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+ ANTONY

Archbishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
+ VSEVOLOD

Archbishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
+ IOAN

Archbishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Diaspora
+ YURIJ

Archbishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+ JEREMIAH

Bishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Eparchy of South America (UOC of USA)
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ÏÎÑÒIÉÍÀ ÊÎÍÔÅÐÅÍÖIß
ÓÊÐÀ¡ÍÑÜÊÈÕ ÏÐÀÂÎÑËÀÂÍÈÕ ªÏÈÑÊÎÏIÂ

ÏÎÇÀ ÌÅÆÀÌÈ ÓÊÐÀ¡ÍÈ

ÐIÇÄÂßÍÅ ÏÎÑËÀÍÍß –2005 ð.Á.ÐIÇÄÂßÍÅ ÏÎÑËÀÍÍß –2005 ð.Á.ÐIÇÄÂßÍÅ ÏÎÑËÀÍÍß –2005 ð.Á.ÐIÇÄÂßÍÅ ÏÎÑËÀÍÍß –2005 ð.Á.ÐIÇÄÂßÍÅ ÏÎÑËÀÍÍß –2005 ð.Á.

Ñëàâìî ³ ïðèíîñüìî ïîäÿêó Áîãó Îòöþ, áî Â³í ó Ñâî¿é âåëèê³é ìóäðîñò³ “…ïîñëàâ
Ñâîãî Ñèíà, ùî ðîäèâñÿ â³ä æ³íêè, òà ñòàâ ï³ä Çàêîíîì, ùîá âèêóïèòè

ï³äçàêîííèõ, ùîá óñèíîâëåííÿ ìè ïðèéíÿëè”. (Ãàë.4:4-5)

ÄÎÐÎÃ²  É ÓËÞÁËÅÍ²  ÎÒÖ²  ÄÓÕÎÂÍ² ² Â²ÐÍ² ÍÀØÎ¯
ÑÂßÒÎ¯  ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÎ¯ ÏÐÀÂÎÑËÀÂÍÎ¯ ÖÅÐÊÂÈ  ÏÎÇÀ  ÌÅÆÀÌÈ  ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÈ

ÒÀ ÁÐÀÒÈ ² ÑÅÑÒÐÈ  ÏÎ Â²Ð²  Â ÓÊÐÀ¯Í²!

ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÍÀÐÎÄÈÂÑß!  ÑËÀÂÌÎ ÉÎÃÎ!ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÍÀÐÎÄÈÂÑß!  ÑËÀÂÌÎ ÉÎÃÎ!ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÍÀÐÎÄÈÂÑß!  ÑËÀÂÌÎ ÉÎÃÎ!ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÍÀÐÎÄÈÂÑß!  ÑËÀÂÌÎ ÉÎÃÎ!ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÍÀÐÎÄÈÂÑß!  ÑËÀÂÌÎ ÉÎÃÎ!

ßê ³ â ÷àñ Ð³çäâà Ãîñïîäà ³ Ñïàñà íàøîãî ²ñóñà Õðèñòà,
òàê ³ ñüîãîäí³, ñâ³ò îïîâèòèé ñìóòêîì ³ òåìðÿâîþ. À öå
ñïðè÷èíåíå ðóéíóþ÷èìè ñèëàìè çëà, ñóñï³ëüñòâîì îïàíîâàíèì
³äåºþ ñìåðò³ , íåëþäñüêèìè çíóùàííÿìè ëþäèíè íàä ëþäèíîþ
òà íàñë³äêàìè ïðèðîäí³õ êàòàñòðîô. Àëå òàê, ÿê ³ 2000 ðîê³â
òîìó, Ãîñïîäü ïðèõîäèòü äî íàñ çíîâ ó ñó÷àñíîìó ÷àñ³ â âèãëÿä³
íåâèííîãî äèòÿòêà, òà ïðèíîñèòü íàì ñïàñ³ííÿ. Áîã çîäÿãàºòüñÿ
ó íàøó ëþäñüê³ñòü , ùîá ìè ìîãëè ï³äíåñòèñÿ äî áîæåñòâåííîãî,
ùîá ìè îòðèìàëè æèòòÿ, ìèð ³ íàä³þ. ßêùî á Â³í íå ç’ÿâèâñÿ,
ó íàñ íå áóëî á âçàãàë³  ïðè÷èíè äî ñâÿòêóâàííÿ.

Àëå òîìó, ùî Â³í ïðèéøîâ, ìè ìîæåìî çàðàç çðîçóì³òè
ìèëîñåðäÿ, òóðáîòè ³ ËÞÁÎÂ Áîæó äî âñüîãî ëþäñòâà, ³ Éîãî
áàæàííÿ ïðèíåñòè íàì ñïàñ³ííÿ. ªäèíîðîäíèé Ñèí º öåíòðîì
³ íàð³æíèì êàìåíåì âñ³º¿ ëþäñüêî¿ ³ áîæåñòâåííî¿ ³ñòîð³¿, ³ ìè
ñâÿòêóºìî Éîãî âò³ëåííÿ íå ëèøå 25 ãðóäíÿ/7 ñ³÷íÿ, àëå ó âñ³
ïîðè ðîêó, çàâæäè, ïðè êîæí³é íàãîä³. Ìè ñâÿòêóºìî Éîãî
âò³ëåííÿ òàê, ÿê ìè ðîçä³ëÿºìî Éîãî ËÞÁÎÂ. Ìè ñâÿòêóºìî
Éîãî âò³ëåííÿ òèì, ùî îõî÷³ ïîçáóòèñÿ ãîðäèí³ ³ ïèõè, ³
ïåðåñòàòè êðèòèêóâàòè òà çàñóäæóâàòè íàøèõ áëèæí³õ. Ìè
ñâÿòêóºìî Éîãî âò³ëåííÿ, êîëè ñòàºìî Õðèñòîì ó æèòò³ ³íøèõ –
âèñëîâëþþ÷è íàøó ñòóðáîâàí³ñòü íèìè ³ ñï³â÷óâàþ÷è ¿ì ó
ð³çíèõ îáñòàâèíàõ ¿õíüîãî æèòòÿ. Ìè ñâÿòêóºìî Éîãî âò³ëåííÿ,
êîëè ïåðåñòàºìî ïðîòèâèòèñÿ Éîãî Ëàñö³.

Í³õòî ùå íå ïåðåâåðøèâ ªâàíãåëèñòà ²îàíà (“Óëþáëå-
íîãî”) â éîãî ìîãóòíüîìó îïèñàíí³ Âò³ëåííÿ/Ð³çäâà – òà¿íñòâà
Ïðåäâ³÷íîãî Áîãà, ßêèé ïðèõîäèòü äî íàñ ³ ÿâëÿºòüñÿ íàì â
Îñîá³ ìàëåíüêîãî, áåçïîì³÷íîãî ëþäñüêîãî Äèòÿòè. “² æèòòÿ
áóëî â Í³ì, à æèòòÿ áóëî ñâ³òëîì ëþäåé” (²îàí 1:4). ªâàíãåëèñò
²îàí êàæå íàì, ùî ó Ãîñïîä³ ²ñóñ³  ³ ÷åðåç Íüîãî, Áîã óìîæëèâèâ
íàì â³ä÷óòè Éîãî Ñèëó ³ Ëþáîâ äî ãëèáèíè íàøîãî ³ñíóâàííÿ,
ùîá ìè ìîãëè ìàòè ïîâíîòó æèòòÿ, ³ çä³áí³ñòü ðîçä³ëÿòè òó
ïîâíîòó. Îäíàê, ñë³ä çàóâàæèòè,  ùî íåñïîä³âàíî ²îàí ì³íÿº
òîí ñâîãî îïèñó, ïåðåõîäÿ÷è â³ä Ëàñêè òà Ñâ³òëà, ³ æèòòÿ, â³í
ðàïòîâî êàæå: ”Äî ñâîãî Âîíî (Ñâ³òëî) ïðèáóëî, òà ñâî¿
â³äöóðàëèñü Éîãî”.(²îàí 1:11). À òîä³, òàê æå ðàïòîâî, â³í âåðòàºòüñÿ
ùå ðàç äî  Ëàñêè, êàæó÷è: ”Ñëîâî ñòàëî ò³ëîì ³ ïåðåáóâàëî
ì³æ íàìè, ïîâíå ëàñêè ³ ïðàâäè. ² ìè áà÷èëè ñëàâó Éîãî,
ñëàâó, ÿê ªäèíîðîäíîãî â³ä Îòöÿ” (²îàí 1:14). ²îàí ï³äêðåñëþº
÷óäî äîâãîòðèâàëîñò³ Áîæî¿ Ëàñêè. Íàïåðåê³ð â³äêèíåííþ,
íàïåðåê³ð â³äïîðíîñò³, Â³í çíîâ ïðèõîäèòü. Â³í çíîâ ïîâåðòàºòüñÿ.
Â³í ïðîáóº äîáðàòèñÿ äî íàñ ³ ïðîïîíóº íàì Éîãî ëþáîâ. ² ÿê
ãîâîðèòü ªàíãåëèñò, òèì ùî âðåøò³ ïîãîäæóþòüñÿ Éîãî

ïðèéíÿòè, “Â³í äàº ì³öü ä³òüìè
Áîæèìè ñòàòè, òèì, ùî â³ðÿòü
ó éìåííÿ Éîãî” (²îàí 1:12). Êðà-
ùîãî ³ âàæëèâ³øîãî ð³çäâÿíîãî îïîâ³äàííÿ í³êîëè íå áóëî. Àí³
íå ìîæå áóòè íàì äàíèé êðàùèé ïðèêëàä äëÿ íàøîãî æèòòÿ.

Òî æ íå â³äð³êàéìîñÿ á³ëüøå â³ä Ëàñêè, Ñâ³òëà ³ Æèòòÿ.
Ðîçä³ëÿéìî ñì³ëî ö³ äàðè ³ç ùî ðàç á³ëüøå ñâ³òñüêèì ñóñï³ëüñòâîì.
Ïðîäîâæóéìî æèòè ó Õðèñòîâ³é ëþáîâ³, ïðîäîâæóéìî íàø³
ñòàðàííÿ çàê³í÷èòè â³éíó òà ïðîãîëîøóâàòè ñâÿò³ñòü ëþäñüêîãî
æèòòÿ, îñîáëèâî æèòòÿ íåâèííèõ íåíàðîäæåíèõ. Áî “Áîã òàê
ïîëþáèâ ñâ³ò, ùî äàâ Ñèíà Ñâîãî ªäèíîðîäíîãî, ùîá êîæåí,
õòî â³ðóº â Íüîãî, íå çàãèíóâ, àëå ìàâ æèòòÿ â³÷íå. Áî Áîã íå
ïîñëàâ Ñâîãî Ñèíà íà ñâ³ò, ùîá Â³í ñâ³ò îñóäèâ,  àëå ùîá ÷åðåç
Íüîãî ñâ³ò ñïàññÿ”(²îàí 13:16-17). Â³ðòå â öå!

Âíàñë³äîê ïîä³é, ùî â³äáóâàëèñÿ â Óêðà¿í³ ð³ê òîìó, öåé
÷óäåñíèé ÷àñ áóäå íàçàâæäè ïîâ’ÿçàíèé ç ÷óäîì ìèðó ³ ëþáîâ³,
ùî ðîçâèâàâñÿ ïåðåä î÷èìà âñüîãî ñâ³òó íà ìîðîçíèõ âóëèöÿõ
Êèºâà ï³ä ÷àñ Ïîìàðàí÷åâî¿ ðåâîëþö³¿. Íåõàé â³ðí³ Öåðêâè â
Óêðà¿í³ - íàø³ áðàòè ³ ñåñòðè ïî â³ð³ ³ ïî êðîâ³ äëÿ á³ëüøîñò³
íàøèõ â³ðíèõ ó ä³ÿñïîð³, ðàçîì ³ç ñâî¿ì ïðîâîäîì, ïîë³òè÷íèì ³
äóõîâíèì, â³äêðèþòü ñâî¿ ñåðöÿ Ëàñö³, ùî âñ³õ íàñ îá’ºäíóº ³
âñ³õ ë³êóº. Çà íèõ ³ çà âàñ ìè ïîñò³éíî ìîëèìîñÿ.

Â³òàºìî âàñ óñ³õ ó ö³ ñâÿò³ ñâÿòêîâ³ äí³ ³ ïðîñèìî Áîãà,
ùîá ËÞÁÎÂ, ìèð ³ ðàä³ñòü Íîâîíàðîäæåíîãî Äèòÿòêà-Õðèñòà
íàïîâíþâàëè âàø³ äîì³âêè ³ âàøå æèòòÿ íà ïðîòÿç³ âñüãî Íîâîãî
Ðîêó.

ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÍÀÐÎÄÈÂÑß! ÑËÀÂÌÎ ÉÎÃÎ!

+ ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ,
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ ³ ä³ÿñïîð³;

+ ²ÎÀÍ,
îáðàíèé Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³;

+ÀÍÒÎÍ²É,
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ;

+ ÂÑÅÂÎËÎÄ,
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ;

+ ²ÎÀÍ,
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ä³ÿñïîð³;

+ ÞÐ²É,
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³;

+ ªÐÅÌ²ß,
ªïèñêîï ªïàðõ³¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ

íà Ï³âäåííó Àìåðèêó.
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“Âåñåëèõ ñâÿò!” – òàêå ïðèâ³òàííÿ ìîæíà ïî÷óòè â ð³çíèõ
êóòî÷êàõ ïëàíåòè íàïåðåäîäí³ Ð³çäâà Õðèñòîâîãî. Äëÿ ì³ëüéîí³â ëþäåé
ó ñâ³ò³ Ð³çäâÿí³ ñâÿòà ÷è íå íàéâåñåë³ø³ äí³ â ðîö³. Òå äóøåâíå òåïëî,
ï³äíåñåííÿ äóõà, ÿê³ ïðèíîñèòü âèôëåºìñüêà çîðÿ ó íàéõîëîäí³øó ³
íàéòåìí³øó ïîðó ðîêó, íå ìîæíà ïîð³âíÿòè í³ ç ÷èì.

Ñâÿòî Ð³çäâà Õðèñòîâîãî íàëåæèòü äî íàéá³ëüøèõ ñâÿò íàøîãî
öåðêîâíîãî ðîêó. Ïðèõ³ä íà ñâ³ò Áîæîãî Ñèíà - öå îäíà ç íàéâàæëèâ³øèõ
ïîä³é â ³ñòîð³¿ ëþäñüêîãî ðîäó. Öÿ ïîä³ÿ çàïî÷àòêóâàëà õðèòèÿíñüêó
åðó. Òîæ ïîãëÿíüìî êîðîòêî íà îáñòàâèíè óñòàíîâëåííÿ òîãî âåëèêîãî
ïðàçíèêà ³ íà ³ñòîð³þ ó Ïðàâîñëàâí³é Öåðêâ³. Âåëèêà çàñëóãà â öüîìó
íàëåæèòü òðüîì âåëèêèì îòöÿì Ñõ³äíî¿ Öåðêâè: ñâ. Âàñèë³þ Âåëèêîìó, ñâ.
Ãðèãîð³þ Áîãîñëîâó òà ñâ. ²âàíó Çîëîòîóñòîìó. Âîíè ïðèéíÿëè òà¿íñòâî
Âîïëî÷åííÿ Áîæîãî Ñëîâà ç âåëèêîþ â³ðîþ ³ ðåâí³ñòþ. Ñâ. Âàñèë³é
Âåëèêèé áóâ ïåðøèì, õòî ç Êàïàäîê³¿ ì³æ 371 ³ 374 ðð. ïî÷èíàº
ñâÿòêóâàòè Ð³çäâî Õðèñòîâå 25 ãðóäíÿ (7 ñ³÷íÿ). Ï³ä éîãî âïëèâîì ñâ.
Ãðèãîð³é Áîãîñëîâ çàïðîâàäèâ òîé ïðàçíèê ó Êîíñòàíòèíîïîë³ 379
ð. Ñâ. ²âàí Çîëîòîóñòèé ç âåëèêîþ ðåâí³ñòþ 386 ð. çàïî÷àòêóâàâ

Ðàäiéìî!

Ãîñïîäü ïðèõîäèòü

äî íàñ!

ïðàçíèê Õðèñòîâîãî Ð³çäâà â Àíò³îõ³¿.
²ç çàïðîâàäæåííÿì õðèòèÿíñòâà â Óêðà¿í³ ñâÿòî

Ð³çäâà Õðèñòîâîãî ïðèõîäèòü ³ íà íàø³ çåìë³. Ç öèì
ñâÿòîì â Óêðà¿í³ ïîâ’ÿçàíà áàãàòà öåðêîâíà òðàäèö³ÿ ³
íàðîäíà îáðÿäîâ³ñòü. Ñâÿòà Öåðêâà ùîð³÷íî ãîòóº ñâî¿õ
â³ðíèõ äî çóñòð³÷³ Ñïàñèòåëÿ ìîëèòâîþ ³ ïîñòîì. Äëÿ

öüîãî âñòàíîâëåíî ð³çäâÿíèé ï³ñò – Ïèëèï³âêó. Âåðøèíîþ
òîãî ñâÿòêîâîãî ïðèãîòóâàííÿ º äåíü Íàâå÷³ð’ÿ Ð³çäâà, à
âå÷³ð òîãî äíÿ íàçèâàºìî Ñâÿòèì Âå÷îðîì. Ñâÿòèé Âå÷³ð
ìà÷ íå ëèøå ñâî¿ ãëèáîê³ çà çì³ñòîì öåðêîâí³ â³äïðàâè,
àëå ïåðåäóñ³ì â³í áàãàòèé íà ñèìâîë³÷í³ îáðÿäè òà
çâè÷à¿.

Þðêî Ãàñ³é

Öüîãî äíÿ - ñòðîãèé ï³ñò. Êð³ì ïîñòó, íàø³ ïîïåðåäíèêè ïðèãî-
òîâëÿëèñÿ äî Ð³çäâà Õðèñòîâîãî Ñïîâ³ääþ ³ Ñâÿòèì Ïðè÷àñòÿì.
Çâ³äñè âèïëèâàº òîé ãëèáîêèé ñâÿòêîâèé ³ äóõîâíèé íàñòð³é ó
ðîäèí³. Ãîñïîäèíÿ äîìó ïîðàºòüñÿ, ùîáè ãàðíî ïðèêðàñèòè ñâîþ
õàòó òà ñòâîðèòè ñâÿòêîâèé íàñòð³é. Íàéá³ëüøå ÷àñó âîíà
ïðèñâÿ÷óº ïðèãîòóâàííþ Ñâÿòî¿ Âå÷åð³. Öÿ Âå÷åðÿ, õî÷ ³ ï³ñíà,
àëå áàãàòà, áî ìàº àæ äâàíàäöÿòü òðàäèö³éíèõ ñòðàâ. Ì³æ
ñòðàâàìè Ñâÿòî¿ âå÷åð³ íà ïåðøîìó ì³ñö³ - êóòÿ, âàðåíà ïøåíèöÿ
ç ìåäîì. Ïøåíèöÿ º ñèìâîëîì â³÷íîñò³, à ìåä – â³÷íîãî ùàñòÿ
ñâÿòèõ ó íåá³. Ãîñïîäàð âíîñèòü äî õàòè ä³äóõ, ÿêèé º ñèìâîëîì
óðîæàþ, äîáðîáóòó, áàãàòñòâà, à òàêîæ – ñ³íî é ñîëîìó. Ñ³íî º
ñèìâîëîì íàðîäæåííÿ Õðèñòà. Êîëè âå÷åðÿ ãîòîâà, à íà íåá³
âæå ç’ÿâèëàñÿ âå÷³ðíÿ çîðÿ, áàòüêî çàñâ³÷óº íà ñòîë³ ñâ³÷êó. Âñÿ
ðîäèíà, ñâÿòêîâî âáðàíà, ñï³ëüíî ìîëèòüñÿ ³ ñ³äàº äî Ñâÿòî¿
âå÷åð³. Áàòüêî ñêëàäàº ö³ë³é ðîäèí³ ïîáàæàííÿ, ä³ëÿ÷èñü ³ç êîæíèì
ïðîñôîðîþ, ÿêà º ñèìâîëîì Íîâîíàðîäæåíîãî Õðèñòà. Âå÷åðþ
ïî÷èíàþòü êóòåþ òà ð³çíèìè ïðèìîâëÿííÿìè.

Òàê ñâÿòêóâàëè íàø³ ïðåäêè, òàê ñâÿòêóéìî é ìè ³ ò³øìîñÿ
Íîâîíàðîäæåíèì Ñïàñèòåëåì. ² íåõàé ó ò³é ñâÿòêîâ³é ñèìôîí³¿
ãîëîñíî çâó÷èòü êîëÿäà ³ í³âîþ ðàä³ñòþ ðîçíîñèòüñÿ íà ö³ëèé
ñâ³ò, âèõâàëÿþ÷è Ïðåäâ³÷íîãî Áîãà, ùî ïðèõîäèòü äî íàñ.

Painting by P. Haharynsky
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Õðèñòîñ, ãîâîðÿ÷è ïðî
ñàìå íàéá³ëüøå, ùî ìîæå
çðîáèòè ëþäèíà, ïðî íàé-
âèùó ì³ðó, äî ÿêî¿ âîíà
ìîæå âèðîñòè, äàâ íàì
çàïîâ³äü ëþáîâ³: í³õòî íå
ìàº á³ëüøî¿ ëþáîâ³, í³æ òîé,
õòî äóøó ñâîþ ïîëîæèòü çà
äðóç³â ñâî¿õ… ² îñü ñàì Ãîñ-
ïîäü ³ Áîã íàø âò³ëåííÿì Ñâî¿ì
âèêîíàâ öåé çàêîí æèòòÿ ³
ëþáîâ³.

Ìè íàðîäæóºìîñü äî
òèì÷àñîâîãî æèòòÿ, ç í³÷îãî âè-
íèêàºìî òâîð÷èì ñëîâîì æè-
âîãî Áîãà, ³ ÷åðåç öå òèì÷àñîâå
ïåðåáóâàííÿ ñòàºìî ïðè÷àñíè-
ìè äî â³÷íîñò³ òà âõîäèìî â æèò-
òÿ â³÷íå. Ãîñïîäü Áîã íàø Ñâî¿ì
âò³ëåííÿì ³ç ïîâíîòè áóòòÿ, ³ç òîðæå-
ñòâóþ÷î¿ ïîâíîòè æèòòÿ âõîäèòü ó çàáóòòÿ ñìåðò³. Ç ïîâíîòè
áóòòÿ Â³í çìóøåíèé áóòè ó ðàìêàõ ãð³øíîãî ñâ³òó; áóäó÷è
â³÷íèì, íàðîäæóºòüñÿ â ÷àñ³, ùîá ó öüîìó ñâ³ò³, âóçüêîìó ³
ò³ñíîìó, â³ä³ðâàíîìó â³ä Áîãà, æèòè, ïîêàçóþ÷è ïðèêëàä
òîãî, ÿê ç äíÿ íà äåíü ìîæíà â³ääàâàòè æèòòÿ çà ñâî¿õ
äðóç³â, ³ ïîìèðàº, ïîêàçóþ÷è íàì, ùî é ñìåðòþ ìîæíà
ÿâèòè òîðæåñòâî æèòòÿ.

Îäíà ³ç ñòàðîäàâí³õ ãðåöüêèõ ³êîí ïðåäñòàâëÿº íàì
ÿñëà âèôëåºìñüê³ íå ó âèãëÿä³ ÿñåë, à ó âèãëÿä³ æåðòîâíèêà,
ùî ñêëàäåíèé ³ç êàìåí³â, íà ÿêèõ ëåæèòü äèòÿ, ïðèçíà÷åíå
íà ñìåðòü; àëå íå íà âèïàäêîâó, áåçö³ëüíó ñìåðòü, à íà
ñìåðòü æåðòâè, ÿêà ñïåö³àëüíî ³ â³ëüíî ïðèíîñèòüñÿ Áîãîâ³
â ³ì’ÿ î÷èùåííÿ â³ä ãð³õ³â, çàðàäè ïåðåìîãè íàä ñàìîþ
ñìåðòþ, äëÿ ïîºäíàííÿ íåáà ³ çåìë³.

Ñüîãîäí³ â³÷íèé Áîã íàðîäæóºòüñÿ â ÷àñ³; Áåçò³ëåñíèé
ïðèéìàº ïëîòü; Òîé, Õòî çà ìåæàìè ñìåðò³ âõîäèòü â îäëàñòü
ñìåðò³; ñüîãîäí³ ïî÷èíàºòüñÿ õðåñíèé øëÿõ Ãîñïîäí³é;
ñüîãîäí³ ÿâëÿºòüñÿ íàì æåðòâåííà Áîæåñòâåííà Ëþáîâ.
Ñüîãîäí³ ÿñëà âèôëåºìñüê³ ïåðåäâ³ùàþòü íàì òó ïå÷åðó,
êóäè áóäå ïîëîæåíèé Ãîñïîäü íàø ²ñóñ Õðèñòîñ, çíÿòèé ç
õðåñòà ï³ñëÿ ìó÷åíèöüêî¿ ñìåðò³… ² ââåñü æèòòºâèé øëÿõ
Ãîñïîäí³é º íå ÷èì ³íøèì, ÿê ñïîâíåííÿì ö³º¿ çàïîâ³ä³
ëþáîâ³, ÿêà íå çíàº ìåæ, òî¿ ëþáîâ³, ÿêà ñâîº æèòòÿ â³ääàº
çà äðóç³â ñâî¿õ.

Àëå ÷è ò³ëüêè çà ñàìèõ äðóç³â? Õòî áóâ äðóãîì
Ãîñïîäí³ì, êîëè Â³í íàðîäèâñÿ, õòî äàâ ïðèòóëîê Ìàòåð³,
ßêà ñïîä³âàëàñÿ Äèòèíè, òà Éîñèôó, ÿêèé ñóïðîâîäæóâàâ
¯¿? Âîíè çíàéøëè ñîá³ ïðèòóëîê ñåðåä çâ³ð³â, ³ òàê áóëî íà
ïðîòÿç³ âñüîãî æèòòÿ Õðèñòîâîãî. Êîëè â ê³íö³ Éîãî çåìíîãî
øëÿõó þäåéñüêèé íàðîä, ëþäñòâî âèêëþ÷èòü Éîãî ³ç ì³ñòà
ëþäåé, Éîìó çàëèøèòüñÿ ò³ëüêè ïîìåðòè îäèíîêîþ ñìåðòþ
íà Ãîëãîô³. Øëÿõ, ðîçïî÷àòèé Ãîñïîäîì “çàðàäè äðóç³â
ñâî¿õ”, º øëÿõîì ëþáîâ³ - àëå õòî æ áóëè ò³ äðóç³? Âîðîãè
– öå íå ò³, õòî íàñ íåíàâèäèòü, öå ò³, êîãî ìè, ïî ñë³ïîò³

ñåðöÿ ³ ðîçóìó, íàçèâàºìî âîðî-
ãàìè; Õðèñòîñ âîðîã³â íå çíàâ.

Âñ³ ëþäè, ÿêèõ òâîð÷å Áîæå ñëîâî
ïîêëèêàëî äî áóòòÿ, áóëè Éîãî
áðàòàìè ³ ñåñòðàìè, áóëè óëþá-
ëåíèìè Áîæèìè ä³òüìè, ùî çàãó-
áèëè ñâ³é øëÿõ ³ ÿêèé Â³í ïðèé-
øîâ â³äíàéòè.

Â³í Ñàì äàâ íàì îáðàç, êîëè
ñêàçàâ, ùî äîáðèé ïàñòèð

çàëèøàº äåâ’ÿíîñòî äåâ’ÿòü îâåöü,
ùîá ³òè íà ïîøóêè îäíî¿, ùî çàáëó-
äèëàñÿ ³ çàãóáèëàñÿ. Òàê ³ ïî â³äíî-
øåííþ äî íàñ: òèõ ëþäåé, ÿê³ íàçè-
âàþòü ñåáå âîðîãàìè Õðèñòà, Õðèñ-
òîñ âèçíàº ÿê Ñâî¿õ áðàò³â ³ ñåñòåð,
ÿê ä³òåé æèâîãî Áîãà, ×è¿ì Ñèíîì

Â³í ÿâëÿºòüñÿ. Â³í âîðîã³â íå çíàº, äëÿ
Íüîãî íåìàº âîðîã³â, ³ òîìó çà âñ³õ ³ çàðàäè
âñ³õ Â³í ñòàâ ëþäèíîþ; çà âñ³õ ³ çàðàäè

âñ³õ Â³í æèâå ç äíÿ íà äåíü, â³ääàþ÷è âñ³ ñèëè ò³ëà ³ äóø³; ³
íàðåøò³, çà âñ³õ ³ çàðàäè âñ³õ ï³ñëÿ Ñòðàñíî¿ ñåäìèö³, ï³ñëÿ
ñòðàøíî¿ Ãåòñèìàíñüêî¿ íî÷³, ï³ñëÿ çíóùàíü: ñòðàæäàíü, ï³ñëà
òîãî, ÿê Éîãî çðàäèâ áëèçüêèé ó÷åíèê, à ³íø³ çàëèøèëè,
Õðèñòîñ âìèðàº íà õðåñò³ çà âñ³õ ³ çàðàäè âñ³õ…

I ÿêùî ìè – Õðèñòîâ³, òî ìè ïîâèíí³ íàâ÷èòèñÿ â öþ
óðî÷èñòó í³÷ öüîìó Õðèñòîâîìó øëÿõó. Ñüîãîäí³ ìè ìîæåìî
ïîêàÿííÿì, òîáòî ïåðåì³íîþ äóìîê ³ ñåðöÿ, óâ³éòè â Õðèñòîâèé
øëÿõ, ìîæåìî íîâèìè î÷èìà ðîçäèâèòèñü äîâêîëà ³ ç ïîäèâîì
ïîáà÷èòè, ùî íåìàº ó íàñ âîðîã³â, à º ëèøå ä³òè Õðèñòîâ³, ùî
çàáëóäèëèñü, äî ÿêèõ íàñ ïîñèëàº Ãîñïîäü æèòòÿ, ÿ, ÿêùî
ïîòð³áíî, òî é ïîìåðòè, ùîá âîíè æèëè íà â³êè â³÷í³.

Îñü ïðî ùî ãîâîðÿòü íàì æèòòÿ ³ ñìåðòü Õðèñòà, îñü
ïðî ùî íàì ãîâîðèòü Ð³çäâî – òîáòî íàðîäæåííÿ æèâîãî Áîãà
ëþäñüêîþ ïëîòòþ. Âîíî òàêå òàºìíè÷å; çäàâàëîñü áè, ìè áà÷èìî
ñâîãî Áîãà, ìè ìîæåìî òðèìàòè Éîãî áëàãîãîâ³éíî ó ñâî¿õ
îá³éìàõ; àëå â öüîìó Âò³ëåíí³ íàì â³äêðèâàºòüñÿ Áîã ùå á³ëüø
òàºìíè÷èé, í³æ Áîã Íåáåñíèé, íåçáàãíåííèé ëþäñüêèì ðîçóìîì,
à ò³ëüêè â³ä÷óòíèé ñåðöåì, òîìó ùî â Äèòÿòêó öüîìó ïðèõîâàíà
âñÿ ïîâíîòà íåâèäèìîãî, íåçáàãíåííîãî Áîãà; äîòèêàþ÷èñü
ñåðöåì äî Äèòèíè, íàðîäæåíî¿ ó Âèôëåºì³, ìè ç³ ñòðàõîì
ðîçóì³ºìî, ùî Â³í – æèâèé Áîã, ßêèé ñòàâ æèâîþ ëþäèíîþ
çàðàäè íàñ ñàìèõ. Ì³ðà ëþáîâ³ Áîæî¿ äî êîæíîãî ç íàñ, â³ä
îñòàííüîãî ãð³øíèêà ³ äî ñàìîãî ñâÿòîãî ïðàâåäíèêà – öå
æèòòÿ ³ ñìåðòü Ñèíà Áîæîãî, ßêèé ñòàâ ñèíîì ëþäñüêèì…

Çàïîâ³äü íîâó Â³í íàì äàº, òèì, ùî íå ò³ëüêè çàêëèêàº
íàñ ëþáèòè, àëå é çàêëèêàº ëþáèòè äðóç³â ³ âîðîã³â, çàêëèêàº
ëþáèòè âñ³õ, ³ òàêîþ ì³ðîþ ëþáîâ³, ÿêà íàçèâàºòüñÿ “â³ääàòè
æèòòÿ ñâîº çà äðóç³â ñâî¿õ”; âèçíàòè äðóçÿìè òèõ, õòî òåáå
äðóãîì íå âèçíàº, æèòè äëÿ íèõ ç äíÿ íà äåíü, à ÿêùî ïîòð³áíî
– çàðàäè íèõ ³ ïîìåðòè ç îñòàííüîþ ìîëèòâîþ íà óñòàõ:
“Ãîñïîäè, ïðîñòè ¿ì: âîíè íå â³äàþòü, ùî òâîðÿòü!”

×åðåç Âîïëî÷åííÿ äî Îáîæåñòâëåííÿ...
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I glanced at my
watch and suddenly realized they
would be here any moment. I really
didn’t know what to expect, but I did
know whatever the outcome, it would
be worth it.

The hands of my kitchen clock
now struck 1 p.m., the hour I told
everyone to be at my house, but there
was no evidence of anyone yet. As I
leaned into my refrigerator, I counted .
. . 8, 9, 10 - there should be enough I
thought. Finally, upon closing the
refrigerator door, I could hear the
sounds of little angels emanating from
outside, exclaiming, “Hi Joy” as they
peered at me through my floor-to-
ceiling kitchen window, and I knew the
hour I’d been waiting for had finally
arrived.

As I opened the front door to my
house, in their exuberant, free-spirited
manner they all, with arms out-
stretched, reached to bring me down
to their level in order that they might
plant a kiss on my waiting cheek. I
loved every minute of it.

So far, Libby, Andrea, Lisa,
Paula and Christina had arrived,
followed by Melanie who arrived
minutes before Gina and Lisa (their
sister Lila was at a birthday party, but
she did manage to join us later). I was
so excited. It was obvious I had never
given much thought to what I was in for
or I’d probably have thought twice
about doing it. To tell you the truth, I’d
do it over and over again - nothing could
match the rewards of the day.

They were playfully jumping
about and greeting each other when I
interrupted their exchange of little
amenities, the measure of which was
determinable by their own littleness,
and asked them all to wash their hands
and come to the kitchen table.

With freshly washed hands they
did as I had asked and I placed before

each one a piece of waxpaper onto
which I set individual balls of dough
displaying the assorted shaped
cookie cutters, rolling pins and flour in
the center of the table. Of course, the
intention was to keep the flour on the
table and the pins on the dough, but as
nothing is guaranteed with children, in
their inimitable fashion, the flour found
its way to the floor and the rolling pins
managed to contact a few heads under
the guidance of a couple of small
hands allowing the flour thereon to turn
their otherwise dark hair to grey (a little
premature).

No way were we, the Preschool,
Kindergarten and First Grade class of
St. Michael Church’s Sunday School,
going to embark on such a program
without a little help. So with hands
clasped, and heads bowed, my little
angels turned to the Father in prayer,
“Dear God, please watch over us as we
make cookies for those less fortunate
than us. Please make our cookies
good so they will like them. Thank you
Father for making this day possible.
Amen.”

And so we set about the
business of making sugar cookies,
butter cookies, chocolate chip cook-
ies and peanut butter chocolate chip
cookies. You never in your life saw
such a variety of shapes and sizes, but
the recipients of our Christmas
goodies would only come to know that
these cookies were made and
delivered by angels whose special
ingredient of T.L.C. (tender loving care)
would make these cookies something
far beyond the norm.

Naturally, with ten girls and three
sets of cookie cutters, all ten wanted
the Christmas tree at the same time or
the Christmas bell - they weren’t
particular - they’d just naturally ask for
whatever the other had. I’m now
convinced the Diplomatic Corps would
be best advised to hire me for I
mastered the art of diplomacy that
day.

As the first batch of cookies
came out of the oven, their beautiful,
awesome eyes lit up like Christmas
trees upon viewing the “first fruits of
their labor.” Tears found their way

gently down my cheeks as I observed
the pleasure in their faces. The silver
balls, the green and red glitter - all the
decorating equipment came out and my
little angels produced the most beautiful
goodies imaginable.

As the hands on the clock made
their way towards the 4:30 p.m. mark,
the girls realized they would not have
time to package them all with red and
green ribbons as we intended since their
parents or rides would be arriving
momentarily.

On their own initiative, realizing
their prayers had been answered, they
stopped and again bowed in a prayer of
thanks to God for it was apparent He had
been with them.

“Good-bye Aunt Joy.” “Remem-
ber”, I told them, “tomorrow is a big day
for us - tomorrow we deliver our
Christmas packages to the sick and
suffering. God bless you - good-bye - I
love you and remember who loves you.”
“We know, Jesus loves us.’’

As I stood in my driveway, again
my eyes welled up with tears for the
beauty of this day I knew could not be
matched. What I didn’t know then, was
that its full beauty was yet to culminate.

The sun shone radiantly that
December 16th, significant for the Glory
of God which radiated in brilliance that
day. As I approached the freeway
entrance, I could see Carrie and her
carload of Sunday School kids pass me
by - we waved and the kids continued
singing the Christmas carols we were
practicing on our way. Miles later I
passed Andy and Jackie with their
carload and, oh my, there’s John and his
Sunday School kids - honk, honk!! and
look who’s behind me, Ted and Isabel
and their precious cargo. Oh wow, this
was fun!! I was so excited, but my
excitement was not self-limited; my
gang shared similar feelings.

After much winding and turning,
the sign I’d been anxiously awaiting
came into view as I read, “Sun Air
Home for Asthmatic Children.” We’d
finally arrived at our first stop; we
disembarked and gathered in the
parking lot. Everyone began to
unload the Christmas stockings filled
with goodies that John Gantus had
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gotten and the packages of comics
which my sons had wrapped in red and
green ribbons the night before and, of
course, our prize possession - the
homemade cookies which all the
Sunday School children had made.
Meanwhile, I went to see the head nurse
to tell her we were here. She was happy
to see us and assured us we were
expected.

Finally, upon assembling on the
stage in their mess hall, I could see how
strange it all seemed to the children. The
asthmatic children were quite wild, a
direct result of the heavy medication of
which they all were victim. Restlessness
was rampant. Their overall appearance
was tantamount to arrogance.

John began the program along with
Carrie, our superintendent, and our
voices burst into song. Sunday School
teacher Isabel Turk intermingled with the
kids in an effort to get them to
participate. The skeptical looks melted
into looks of pleasure as we won them
over. Upon completion of our Christmas
exalting, our Sunday School children
passed out Christmas stockings, the
comics and cookies and wished one and
all a “Merry Christmas.” Now it was time
to gather ourselves together to sojourn to
our next and final destination. It was
clearly visible on the faces of our St.
Michael’s youth that they were proud of
what they were doing.

Most of the kids that we sang to
were now loaded on a bus readying to go
off somewhere and a handful had
climbed the stairs to enter the main
building when they suddenly turned
around and yelled back to us as we
stood in the parking lot, “Merry
Christmas and Thank You.” The other
asthmatics waved from the departing
bus as their counselor who had been
talking with a few of us Sunday School
teachers exclaimed in awe, “That’s
unbelievable! Do you know these kids
are so drugged up all the time and so
hyper, it’s been at least four years since
I’ve heard them say “Thank You”. I can’t
believe they took the time to stop and
wave to you all, let alone to thank you
and wish you a Merry Christmas.” Those
words were synonymous with the

comprehensiveness of our overt
embassy of love.

My Sunday School class contin-
ued to talk about the experience in the
car on the way to the Tarzana
Convalescent Hospital, the experi-
ence deeply engraved in the pallets of
their lives. They had just left the near
beginnings of life and were now
journeying to a vision of the near end.

Before too long, we were
unloading the cars once more and
gathering ourselves at the entrance to
the hospital. As the door opened, a
whole new world unfolded to most of
the children - a world of old, sick, dying
people. Most had never been exposed
to this element before and for some it
held a fright; for others a curiosity, and
yet for others the realization of the
facts of life.

Again, our conductor John
commanded our voices to leap out in
exaltation and our feet abandoned
their stationary stance and we began
to walk slowly down the corridors with
Carrie pushing a cart, the resting place
for our bags of cookies, and the
children as they sang, delivered their
prize cookie packages of red and
green with a greeting of “Merry
Christmas.” In passing one of the
rooms, my eyes got a glimpse of one
of our young boys leaning over an old,
sick, bedridden gentleman and as the
little elf placed his package of cookies
on this sickly elder’s nightstand, I
heard him say, in a whispering fashion
into the peaked ear of the pathetic
figure, “Merry Christmas and God
Bless You. I left you some cookies on
your nightstand.” This vision lingered
with me for a long, long time. I was
witnessing the true spirit of Christmas.

As we strolled along the
hallways, my heart filled with great joy,
my eyes filled with tears. I heard a
familiar sound from behind, “Mom,
Mom!” I turned, “Mom, there was an old
lady in that room over there and her
hands were so shaky she couldn’t
button her gown so I helped her, Mom.
She thanked me. I then gave her some
cookies, she smiled and seemed so

happy.” “Son, I’m sure she was. Your
thoughtfulness brought her that happi-
ness.” The lesson of the experience far
outweighed any Christmas celebration
he could have been party to.

As we turned corridor after corridor,
the anticipation of what the next turn held
remained a mystery until its realization.
Our voices were strong - our sense of
pride was evident.

My spirit-filled brother in Christ,
John, put his arm around me as we
stopped by this “little old lady’s” room
and we harmoniously sang out, “O Little
Town of Bethlehem...” To John’s
invitation that she join us, she motioned
to her throat whereupon we simulta-
neously discovered she did not have a
voice with which to sing. Our hearts bled
and I knew John shared the same
anguish as he indicated to her, “It’s
alright, we’ll sing for you” and so we did
- John, myself and The Spirit.

Upon turning what was to be the
second to last corridor, my eyes lifted in
the direction of the loudspeaker as the
words of the speaking man’s voice
caught my attention, “We would like to
thank the Sunday School of St. Michael
Orthodox Church of Van Nuys for coming
out here today to be with us in spreading
some Christmas Cheer.” It was apparent
from the smiles on their faces and the
glow in their eyes that observing the
children was as important to these
hospitalized souls as it was to the
children themselves being there. We
found many having the nurses shift them
around in their wheel chairs and beds to
position them within their eyes range of
viewing the children. That voice over the
loudspeaker made an overwhelming
impact on me. I could not help but think
we brought honor to our Patron Saint that
day.

What best sums up the day for me
was when one of the young boys  turned
to me upon exiting the hospital and said,
“I feel like a saint for what I’ve done
today.” Christmas has a spirit all its own
and so it was that it walked with us that
December 16.

Joy is a member of St. Michael Orthodox
Church in Van Nuys, California.
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Íàñòóïíèì ñâÿòîì ïiñëÿ ñâÿòà ñâ. Âàñèëiÿ, ÿê ìè
çãàäóºìî â êîëÿäi: ”à òðåòié æå ïðàçíèê – ñâÿòå Âîäîõ-
ðåùà”, º Õðåùåííÿ Iñóñà Õðèñòà.

Êîëè Ñïàñèòåëþ âèïîâíèëîñü òðèäöÿòü ðîêiâ i
êîëè íàñòàëà òà ãîäèíà âèéòè
Éîìó çi ñâî¿ì ïîâ÷àííÿì äî
ëþäåé, Âií ç Ãàëèëå¿ ïðèéøîâ
íà ði÷êó Éîðäàí äî Iâàíà Õðåñ-
òèòåëÿ, ùîá îõðåñòèòèñÿ.

Ñâÿòèé Iâàí, ñèí Çàõàði¿
i ªëèñàâåòè, ÿâëÿâñÿ îñòàííiì iç
ñòàðîçàâiòíiõ ïðîðîêiâ. Ç ðàííüîãî
äèòèíñòâà âií ïåðåáóâàâ ó ìî-
ëèòâi, ïîñòi i ïóñòèíi. I òîìó, çâiñòêà
ïðî íüîãî äóæå øâèäêî ðîçíå-
ñëàñÿ ïî âñié Þäå¿. Ïðîïîâiäó-
þ÷è ïðî Õðèñòà, õðåñòÿ÷è ëþäåé
â ði÷öi Éîðäàí, Âií ãîâîðèâ: ”ß
õðåùó âàñ âîäîþ íà ïîêàÿííÿ,
àëå Òîé, Õòî éäå çà ìíîþ ïîòóæ-
íiøèé çà ìåíå: ÿ íåäîñòîéíèé
ïîíåñòè âçóòòÿ Éîìó! Âií õðåñ-
òèòèìå âàñ Ñâÿòèì Äóõîì i âîã-
íåì...”(Ìò.3,11-12).

I ñïðàâäi, äî éîðäàí-
ñüêèõ áåðåãiâ ïðèõîäèòü ó òðèä-
öÿòèði÷íîìó âiöi ëþäèíà i ïðîñèòü
ó Iâàíà Õðåñòèòåëÿ õðåùåííÿ.
Ñïàñèòåëü çàíóðþºòüñÿ ó âîäó äå ëþäè îìèâàëè ñâî¿
ãðiõè ïiä ÷àñ Iâàíîâîãî õðåùåííÿ. Ç öüîãî ìîìåíòó
Õðèñòîñ, êëàäó÷è ïî÷àòîê Ñâî¿é Áîæåñòâåííié ìiñi¿, º ó
âñüîìó ïîäiáíèé ëþäèíi, êðiì ãðiõà. Âií, îòðèìàâøè âiä
Iâàíà õðåùåííÿ, òîðêíóâñÿ ó ði÷öi Éîðäàí ëþäñüêèõ ãðiõiâ
äëÿ òîãî, ùîá ñïàñòè ¿õíi äóøi, î÷èñòèòè ¿õ âiä ãðiõiâ.

Òàêîæ ïiä ÷àñ Õðåùåííÿ Õðèñòà Ñïàñèòåëÿ áóëî
ÿâëåííÿ Ïðåñâÿðî¿ Òðîéöi, òîáòî, ïåðøèé ðàç ïåðåä
ëþäüìè âiäêðèëîñü íåáî, ïåðøèé ðàç ïî÷óâñÿ Íåáåñíîãî
Îòöÿ ãîëîñ i, ó âèäèìîìó ãîëóáèííîìó âèãëÿäi ÿâèëàñÿ
áëàãîäàòü Ñâÿòîãî Äóõà, à âòiëåíèé Ñèí Áîæèé õðåñ-
òèâñÿ, òîáòî âiäáóëîñÿ Áîãîÿâëåííÿ.

Ñâî¿ì Õðåùåííÿì íàø Ñïàñèòåëü Iñóñ Õðèñòîñ
ïî÷àâ ñïðàâó ñïàñiííÿ ëþäñüêîãî ðîäó âiä ãðiõà. I òîìó,
êîëè ìè ñòàºìî íà çåìíèé, æèòòºâèé íàø øëÿõ, Ãîñïîäü
îõðåñòèâøèñü Ñàì, âñòàíîâèâ íàì òà¿íñòâî ñâÿòîãî
Õðåùåííÿ, ÷åðåç ÿêå ìè çäîáóâàºìî ïðàâî óíàñëiäèòè
âi÷íå áëàæåíñòâî ó ëîíi Îòöÿ Íåáåñíîãî. Îòæå, ìè ïîâèíi
âiðèòè ó öå áëàãîäàòíå õðåùåííÿ, áî ÿê âåëiâ íàø
Ñïàñèòåëü Ñâî¿ì ó÷íÿì: ”Iäiòü æå, íàâ÷àéòå âñi íàðîäè,
õðåñòÿ÷è ¿õ â iì’ÿ Îòöÿ, i Ñèíà, i Ñâÿòîãî Äóõà, íàâ÷àþ÷è
¿õ çáåðiãàòè âñå, ùî ß çàïîâiäàâ âàì”(Ìò.28,19-20), áî
“õòî óâiðóº i îõðåñòèòüñÿ, ñïàñåííèé áóäå”(Ìê.16,16). Òîìó
ç öèõ ñëiâ Ñïàñèòåëÿ ñòàº çðîçóìiëèì òå, ùî õðåùåííÿ º

Ñâÿòî Õðåùåííÿ Ãîñïîäíüîãî
î. Ìèõàéëî Ãîíòàðóê

íåìîâ äâåði ó Öåðêâó Õðèñòîâó, âîíî âiäêðèâàº
âiðóþ÷ié ëþäèíi äîñòóï äî Áîæî¿ áëàãîäàòi, ÿêà
ïîäàºòüñÿ i â iøèõ òà¿íñòâàõ.

Ñâÿòêóþ÷è ñüîãîäíiøíº ñâÿòî Õðåùåíÿ Ãîñïî-
äíüîãî, äå ñàì Ñïàñèòåëü
Ñâî¿ì Õðåùåííÿì â ði÷öi
Éîðäàí îñâÿòèâ âîäó äëÿ
õðåùåííÿ ëþäåé; òîìó â
íàâå÷ið’ÿ Áîãîÿâëåííÿ i ó ñàìå
ñâÿòî, ïiñëÿ Ëiòóðãi¿, â ïàì’ÿòü
ïðî õðåùåííÿ Iñóñà Õðèñòà ó
Éîðäàíi, Öåðêâà ïðîâîäèòü
÷èí âåëèêîãî îñâÿ÷åííÿ âîäè.
Ìiñöå äå îñâÿ÷óºòüñÿ âîäà
ïðèéíÿòî íàçèâàòè Iîðäàíîþ.
À ñàìà iîðäàíñüêà âîäà íàçè-
âàºòüñÿ “Ñâÿòîþ Âîäîþ”, ÿêó
Öåðêâà âèêîðèñòîâóº äëÿ
îñâÿ÷åííÿ õðàìiâ, áóäèíêiâ òà
iíøèõ ñïîðóä.

Íàïåðåäîäíi ñâÿòà
Õðåùåííÿ Ãîñïîäíüîãî º ñòðî-
ãèé ïiñò, à ïî íàðîäíîìó ñâÿò-
êóºòüñÿ “Ãîëîäíà êóòÿ”, àáî
äðóãèé Ñâÿò-âå÷ið. Ó öåé äåíü
ëþäè íi÷îãî íå ¿äÿòü – ïîñòÿòü.
Ñiäàþòü âå÷åðÿòè, êîëè âæå

çàñÿº âå÷iðíÿ çîðÿ. Íà âå÷åðþ ïîäàþòü ïiñíi ñòðàâè –
ñìàæåíó ðèáó, âàðåíèêè ç êàïóñòîþ i êàðòîïëåþ, ãðå÷àíi
ìëèíöi íà îëi¢ i êóòþ òà óçâàð...

Íà äðóãèé äåíü áiëÿ öåðêâè ñâÿòÿòü âîäó. Â
îêðåìèõ ìiñöÿõ Óêðà¿íè iñíóº çâè÷àé îêðîïëþâàòè
ñâÿ÷åíîþ âîäîþ áóäiâëi i êîæíó êiìíàòó îêðåìî. Êðîïè-
òüñÿ ñâÿ÷åíîþ âîäîþ i õóäîáà – êîðîâè, âîëè, âiâöi,
êîíi...

Ïiñëÿ îñâÿ÷åííÿ âîäè, âñi ëþäè ïîâåðòàþòüñÿ
äî ñâî¿õ äîìiâîê. Ïîêè ìåíøà àáî ñòàðøà äî÷êà
ïîäàñòü íà ñòië îáiäàòè, áàòüêî ñóõèìè âàñèëüêàìè
êðîïèòü ñâÿ÷åíîþ âîäîþ âñå ó õàòi òà â ãîñïîäàðñòâi,
ïîòiì áåðå ùå êðåéäó i ïèøå õðåñòè íà äâåðÿõ.
Ñïðàâèâøèñÿ ç öèì, âñÿ ñiì’ÿ ñòàº i ìîëèòüñÿ òðîïàð
ñâÿòà “ Êîëè â Éîðäàíi õðåñòèâñÿ Òè Ãîñïîäè...”, ïiëÿ
òîãî âñi ï’þòü ñâÿ÷åíó âîäó. À çà òèì áàòüêî ñiäàº çà
ñòië, à çà íèì i âñÿ ðîäèíà.

Òîìó, ñâÿòêóþ÷è ñâÿòî Õðåùåííÿ Ãîñïîäíüîãî,
ðàäiéìî i âåñåëiìîñÿ, äáàéìî, ùîá íàøi ñåðöÿ áóëè
ñïîâíåíi âiðîþ i ëþáîâ’þ äî Ãîñïîäà Áîãà i äî áëèæíiõ
íàøèõ, ñêðiïëÿéìî íàäiºþ íàøi ñåðöÿ íà Áîæå
ìèëîñåðäÿ. Áóäüìî íàñëiäóâà÷àìè â ñâîºìó æèòòi âiðè,
íàäi¿ i ëþáîâi Ñïàñèòåëÿ.
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“Who in the days of His flesh, having offered up
prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears . . .
though He was a Son, yet learned obedience by the things
which He suffered.” (Hb. 5:7-8)
Christian Science

With Seventh Day Adventism, Mormonism and
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Christian Science stands as one of
the three really successful “homegrown” religions. Denying
every fundamental Christian dogma, it presents itself to the
public as a Christian denomination and appropriates a
Christian vocabulary. The outward signs of Christian
Science are two: Quiet reading rooms in the busy
thoroughfares of cities and towns, and elegant, well-
proportioned Georgian churches of red brick and white
painted wood, both reminiscent of New England.

As with several other cults, Christian Science belongs
to the Gnostic type of heresy. It represents an attempt to
combine elements of Christian teaching with doctrines of
other systems of faith - eclecticism. The attraction of such
an eclecticism is due partly to the desire to combine non-
Christian ideas with Christian ideas, or to winning outsiders
by going as near as possible to their position, and in still
larger part to the wish to understand and explain the
Christian faith for thinking people.

We may note that Gnostic eclecticism has the
following features. Their religion appeals to the proud rather
than the humble in heart, for it claims to sum up the best in
other religions and thus castigates adherents of the older
faiths as old-fashioned. The appeal is largely to intellectuals
and initiates and not to the great underprivileged multitudes
of the world. Their philosophy is almost always pantheistic
and shares the characteristic weakness of that outlook. For
example, it despises the body which for the Christian is the
temple of the Holy Spirit. It teaches an automatic
immortality which makes an end of moral interpretation of
history. It depersonalizes God so that He becomes an
“essence” or a “principle” and ceases to be a Person.
Consequently, it despises history and the world as illusory
and shows an ostrich-like optimism towards sin.

The founder of Christian Science was Mary Baker
Eddy, born on a New Hampshire farm in 1821. She spent
a childhood plagued by sickness and “‘fits”. Widowed at a
young age, her hysterical attacks were aggravated and she
dabbled in poetry, mesmerism (hypnotism) and
spiritualism for some years. Eventually she married an
itinerant dentist by the name of Daniel Patterson.

In October, 1862, Mary Baker Patterson presented
herself to Phineas P. Quimby, a famous healer in Portland,
Maine. He informed her that her animal spirit was reflecting
its grief upon her body and calling it spinal disease. He then
dipped his hands in water, rubbed her head violently and
sent her into a hypnotic (mesmeric) sleep. When she
‘awoke’ her pain had disappeared. She explained to
Quimby that her disease was cured by the healer’s
understanding of the truth of Christ and not by Quimby’s
mesmerism. Most significant in this incident is the
attribution of the healing to God. This is the basis of
Christian Science, rather than the use of nonphysical
modes of treatment.

In 1875 there appeared the first edition of her
“textbook”, “Science and Health With Key to the
Scriptures”. Christian Scientists consider the work
inspired. In it she teaches a garbled pantheism which
denies the reality of matter, evil, sickness and death. These
were not created by God and therefore constituted simply
errors of mortal mind. Remove the erroneous conceptions
and you remove the suffering and defeat the grave. Man’s
purpose in life is to free himself from these errors of mortal
mind through application of the laws she had discovered.
Once freed, he could find himself healthy, sinless and
immortal.

Her third venture into matrimony involved Asa Gilbert
Eddy and transferred her activities to Boston. Here she
founded the First Church of Christ, Scientist. In Boston she
managed to interest the wealthier classes for whom the cult
would exert a perennial appeal. She founded a college in
which Christian Scientists would be trained, a famous
newspaper published (The Christian Science Monitor), and
an international religious organization.

Mary Baker Eddy died of pneumonia on December 3,
1910 at the age of 89. Most of her fortune went to her church.
Her cult had no provision for funeral rites. Probably 100,000
people called her Mother or Leader at the time of her final
“succumbing to error of mortal mind”. Over 3,200 churches
and organizations in the world now acknowledge her as
their spiritual leader.

Christian Science is a cult for city ladies. Perhaps
three out of four Scientists are women. The church is
strongest in California, Illinois, New York, Ohio and
Massachusetts. Few cults promise devotees a boost up
the social ladder, but Christian Science proves to be an
exception.

What are the basic tenets of Mrs. Eddy’s thought?

God’s Church and Man’s
Interpretation

Religious
Thought
Compared
and Contrasted
to Orthodoxy

by Rev. Fr. Bazyl Zawierucha
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One of her summaries is used in every Christian Science
service and is memorized by every Christian Scientist, a
proof of its central significance as a creed. It reads thus:
“There is no life, truth, intelligence nor substance in matter.
All is infinite Mind and its infinite manifestation, for God is
All-in-All. Spirit is the real and eternal. Matter is the unreal
and temporal. Spirit is God, and man is His image and
likeness. Therefore, man is not material: He is spiritual.”
(Science and Health, p. 468).

It will be immediately apparent that her system rests
on four categorical denials. She seems to deny the
existence of matter, pain, evil and death. It is, of course, one
thing to say that matter is not eternal. It is quite another to
deny its ultimate reality. At the very outset it makes absurd
the central Christian doctrine that the Word of God became
flesh and dwelt among us. For the Christian matter is not
evil, but rather its misuse is. Indeed, the Christian recalls
that according to the Book of Genesis when God had
created the material world, he declared it to be “good”.

In the second place, Mrs. Eddy denies the ultimate
reality of pain and sickness. The heart of the Christian
Gospel is that we have a Suffering Savior and that by faith
in Him we are able to transform suffering into blessing, sin
into righteousness, and death into eternal life. How
Christian can a faith be which denies the reality of the
Cross, the very basic symbol of Christianity?

In the third place, Christian Science denies the reality
of evil and sin. To assert that sin does not exist, except as
an illusion, is virtually to deny the saving work of Christ and
to make his Death and Resurrection mere fantasies. In the
Scientist’s eyes, either Jesus’ desire to redeem mankind
and obtain forgiveness for their sins was an error, or, at the
very least, He came only to prove that our belief in sin was
mistaken.

Fourthly, the existence of death is denied. Mrs. Eddy
asserts: “life is real and death is the ultimate illusion.” This
claim is in open contradiction to the Christian Faith which
is born out of the Resurrection, when Death was conquered
rather than evaded by the Risen Lord.

Furthermore, the cult disavows the Christian teaching
on the Trinity, whereby Jesus only demonstrates Christ and
proves that Christ is the “divine idea of God - the Holy Ghost,

or Comforter” (Science aud Health, p. 332). By declaring that
Christ is an eternal idea and merely its temporary form, the
cult departs from Orthodox teaching of the Trinity in both the
scriptures and ecumenical councils.

Mrs. Eddy denies that Jesus actually died upon the
cross, thereby renewing the ancient heresy of Docetism. At
one point, she even claims to have understood the Christ-
event better than the Apostles: “Jesus’ students, not
sufficiently advanced fully to understand their Master’s
triumph, did not perform many wonderful works until they saw
him after His Crucifixion, and learned that He had not died”
(Ibid. p. 45).

Practically all basic beliefs, Orthodox, Catholic and
Protestant, are disavowed by the cult. Christian Science
rejects the idea of a personal God, the Trinity, sin, the devil,
the atonement, the Resurrection, the Divinity of Christ,
judgment, heaven and hell. This must raise serious doubts
about the appropriateness of the term “Christian” in the title
of their movement. They do not baptize members and
observe only two spiritual communions a year. At these
communion services there is no bread or wine. The
worshipers only spend a few moments in silent prayer. Mrs.
Eddy prepared no ritual for marriage in her church. Christian
Scientists seek the services of Protestant ministers or civil
officials when they wish to be married. Of course, the church
prescribes no burial ritual since this would imply the
possibility of death.

Significantly, although Christian Science has great
sums of money at its disposal, opulent premises, and
enthusiastic workers, it is rarely found bringing its mission of
health and happiness where it is most needed - economically
depressed areas. There is little interest in the social
implications of the Christian Gospel, little concern in building
orphanages, old-age homes for the poor, etc.

Its wealth and educated devotees, impressive temples,
and dignified publications make good impressions upon the
public. But a taste of “Science and Health” disenchants an
inquirer. Few can dissuade themselves from the common
sense view of life and the world around them. The facts of
measles and murder and mortuaries which are denied by the
Scientists are self-evident and undeniable to most of
mankind.

Ordination

Anniversaries

May God grant to them many, happy and blessed years!

January

V.  Rev. Fr. Myron Mykhaylyuk - January 2, 1977
V. Rev. Fr. Paul Bodnarchuk -  January 3, 1993
Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Raphael - January 8, 1995
Rev. Fr. Paul Martin - January 20, 2001
Rev. Fr. Harry Linsinbigler - January 25, 2003
V. Rev. Fr. Gerald Ozlanski - January 25, 1987
Fr. Deacon Nicholas Shapoval - January 25, 2003
V. Rev. Fr. Michael Hutnyan - January 27, 1955

Rev. Fr. Myroslav Schirta - January 30, 1998
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Ðåë³ã³éí³
äóìêè
â ïîð³âíÿíí³
³ ïðîòèñòàâ-
ëåíí³
Ïðàâîñëàâ’þ

î. ïðîò. Âàñèëü Çàâ³ðþõà

ÖÅÐÊÂÀ ÁÎÆÀ ² ËÞÄÑÜÊÀ ²ÍÒÅÐÏÐÅÒÀÖ²ß

“Â³í çà äí³â ò³ëà Ñâîãî ç ãîëîñ³ííÿì âåëèêèì
òà ñë³çüìè ïðèí³ñ áóâ áëàãàííÿ é ìîëèòâè äî Òîãî,
ùî â³ä ñìåðòè Éîãî ì³ã ñïàñòè,— ³ áóâ âèñëóõàíèé
çà Ñâîþ áîãîá³éí³ñòü.² õî÷ Ñèíîì Â³í áóâ, îäíàêî
íàâ÷èâñÿ ïîñëóõó â³ä Òîãî, ùî âèñòðàæäàâ
áóâ.”(ªâðå¿â 5:7-8)

ÑÅÊÒÀ “ÕÐÈÑÒÈßÍÑÜÊÀ ÍÀÓÊÀ”

(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE).
“Õðèñòèÿíñüêà íàóêà”, ðàçîì ç “Àäâåíòèñòàìè

Ñüîìîãî Äíÿ”, “Ìîðìîíàìè” òà “Ñâ³äêàìè ªãîâè” ðàõó-
ºòüñÿ îäí³ºþ ³ç ä³éñíî óñï³øíèõ “äîìîðîùåíèõ” ðåë³ã³é.
Çàïåðå÷óþ÷è âñ³ îñíîâí³ õðèñòèÿíñüê³ äî´ìè, âîíà âñå
òàêè ïðåäñòàâëÿº ñåáå çàãàëîâ³, ÿê õðèñòèÿíñüêà ñåêòà
òà ïðèâëàñíþº ñîá³ õðèñòèÿíñüêó òåðì³íîëîã³þ. Âîíà
ìàº äâ³ çîâí³øí³ ïðèêìåòè: òèõ³ ÷èòàëüí³ ñåðåä ãó÷íèõ
ïåðåõðåñòü á³ëüøèõ ³ ìåíøèõ ì³ñò òà åëå´àíòí³,
ïðîïîðö³éí³ ´ðèãîð³àíñüê³ öåðêâè ç ÷åðâîíî¿ öåãëè, ç
íà á³ëî ïîìàëüîâàíèìè äåðåâ’ÿíèìè îçäîáàìè. ² îäíî
³ äðóãå íàãàäóº Íîâó Àíãë³þ.

ßê ³ äåê³ëüêà ³íøèõ ñåêò, “Õðèñòèÿíñüêà íàóêà”
íàëåæèòü äî  ́ íîñòè÷íî¿ ºðåñ³. Âîíà ïðåäñòàâëÿº ñîáîþ
ñïðîáó, ïîºäíàòè åëåìåíòè õðèñòèÿíñüêî¿ íàóêè ç
äîêòðèíàìè ³íøèõ ñèñòåì â³ðóâàííÿ – ò.çâ. åëåêòèöèçì.
Òàêèé åëåêòèöèçì ³ìïîíóº ÷àñòèííî ñâî¿ì íàìàãàííÿì
ïîâ’ÿçàòè íåõðèñòèÿíñüê³ ³äå¿ ç õðèñòèÿíñüêèìè,
çäîáóâàþ÷è íîâèõ ïðèõèëüíèê³â ³äó÷è ¿ì íàçóñòð³÷, à
íàéá³ëüøå ñâî¿ì íàìàãàííÿì çðîçóì³òè ³ ïîÿñíèòè
õðèñòèÿíñüêó â³ðó äóìàþ÷èì ëþäÿì.

Ìîæåìî ñòâåðäèòè, ùî ́ íîñòè÷íèé åëåêòèöèçì
ìàº òàê³ ïðèêìåòè: öÿ “ðåë³ã³ÿ” ³ìïîíóº ãîðäèì ëþäÿì,
à íå ëþäÿì ç ïîê³ðíèì ñåðöåì, áî âîíà òâåðäèòü, ùî
âèáèðàº íàéêðàùå ç ³íøèõ ðåë³´³é, ³ òèì ñàìèì ñòàâèòü
òèõ, ùî äîòðèìóþòüñÿ äàâí³õ ðåë³ã³é, ó êàòå´îð³þ
“ñòàðîìîäíèõ” Öå ³ìïîíóº çäåá³ëüøîãî “³íòåëåêòóà-
ëàì”òà íîâîââåäåíèì, à íå çàãàëó íåïðèâ³ëåéîâàíî¿

á³ëüøîñò³ ñâ³òó. ̄ õíÿ ô³ëîñîô³ÿ
ìàéæå çàæäè ïàíòå¿ñòè÷íà, ³
ïîä³ëÿº õàðàêòåðí³ ñëàáîñò³
öüîãî íàïðÿìêó; íàïðèêëàä,
âîíà çíåâàæàº ëþäñüêå ò³ëî,
ÿêå äëÿ õðèñòèÿíèíà º õðàìîì
Äóõà Ñâÿòîãî; âîíà ïðîïîâ³äóº
àâòîìàòè÷íå áåçñìåðòÿ, à öå
ñòàâèòü êðàïêó íàä ìîðàëüíèì
íàñâ³òëåííÿì ³ñòîð³¿; âîíà ïîç-
áàâëÿº Áîãà îñîáèñòîñò³, òàê,
ùî Â³í ñòàº “ñóòòþ” ÷è “ïðèí-

öèïîì”, ³ ïåðåñòàº áóòè ÎÑÎ-
ÁÎÞ; âê³íö³, âîíà çíåâàæàº

³ñòîð³þ ³ ñâ³ò, ââàæàþ÷è ¿õ óÿâíèìè,
³ òðàêòóº ãð³õ ç îïòèì³çìîì ñòðàóñà.

Îñíîâíèêîì “Õðèñòèÿíñüêî¿
Íàóêè” áóëà Ìåðè Áåéêåð Åää³, ùî

íàðîäèëàñÿ 1821 ð. íà ôåðì³ ó Íþ
Ãåìïø³ð. ¯¿ äèòèíñòâî ïðîéøëî â ÷àñòèõ

çàõâîðþâàííÿõ ³ “ïðèïàäêàõ”. Êîëè îâäîâ³ëà â ìîëîäî-
ìó â³ö³, ¿¿ ³ñòåðè÷í³ ïðèñòóïè ïîã³ðøàëè. Äåê³ëüêà ðîê³â
âîíà ïðîáóâàëà çàéìàòèñÿ ïîåç³ºþ, ã³ïíîòèçìîì òà
ñï³ð³òóàë³çìîì. Çãîäîì âîíà âèéøëà çíîâ çàì³æ, çà
çóáíîãî ë³êàðÿ Äàí³åëà Ïàòåðñîíà.

Ó æîâòí³ 1862 ð. Ìåðè Áåéêåð Ïàòåðñîí çâåð-
íóëàñÿ äî â³äîìîãî “ë³êàðÿ” Ï³íåÿ Ï. Êâ³ìá³ â ì. Ïîðò-
ëåíä, øò. Ìåéí. Â³í ïî³íôîðìóâàâ ¿¿, ùî ¿¿ “çâ³ðèííèé
äóõ” â³äîáðàæóâàâ ñâ³é ñìóòîê íà ¿¿ ò³ë³, ³ íàçâàâ öå
õðåáòîâîþ íåäóãîþ. Òîä³ â³í âìî÷èâ ñâî¿ ðóêè ó âîäó ³
äóæå ì³öíî ïîòåð ¿¿ ãîëîâó, ùî ¿¿ çàã³ïíîòèçóâàëî. Êîëè
âîíà çáóäèëàñü ³ç öüîãî “ñíó”, ¿¿ á³ëü ãîëîâè çíèê. Âîíà
ïîÿñíèëà ï. Êâ³ìá³, ùî ¿¿ âèë³êóâàâ íå éîãî ã³ïíîç, à òå,
ùî â³í çðîçóì³â ïðàâäó Õðèñòîâó. Íàéâàæëèâ³øèì ó
öüîìó âèïàäêäó º òå, ùî óçäîðîâëåííÿ ïðèïèñàíî Áîãîâ³.
Öå é ñòâîðèëî îñíîâó “Õðèñòèÿíñüêî¿ íàóêè”, à íå
çàñòîñóâàííÿ íåô³çè÷íèõ ñïîñîá³â ë³êóâàííÿ.

Ó 1875 ð. ïîÿâèëîñÿ ïåðøå âèäàííÿ ¿¿ íàâ÷à-
ëüíî¿ êíèãè “Íàóêà ³ çäîðîâ’ÿ ç êëþ÷åì äî Ñâÿòîãî
Ïèñüìà”. ×ëåíè ñåêòè “Õðèñòèÿíñüêà Íàóêà” ââàæàþòü
öåé òâ³ð íàòõíåííèì. Â íüîìó àâòîðêà ïðîïîâ³äóº
ïåðåêðó÷åíèé ïàíòå¿çì, ùî çàïåðå÷óº ä³éñí³ñòü ðå÷î-
âèíè, çàïåðå÷óº çëî, íåäóãè ³ ñìåðòü. Çà ¿¿ ðîçóì³ííÿì,
öå âñå íå áóëî ñòâîðåíå Áîãîì, ³ òîìó ñòàíîâèòü ëèøå
ïîìèëêè  ñìåðòíîãî ëþäñüêîãî ðîçóìó. ßêùî ñêàñóâàòè
ö³ ïîìèëêîâ³ ïîíÿòòÿ, òî òèì ñàìèì çíèêíóòü ñòðàæäàííÿ
³ ïåðåìîãà ñìåðò³. Çàâäàííÿì ëþäèíè â æèòò³ º çâ³ëüíèòè
ñåáå â³ä öèõ ïîìèëîê ñìåðòíîãî ðîçóìó çà äîïîìîãîþ
âèíàéäåíèõ íåþ çàêîí³â. Òàê çâ³ëüíåíà ëþäèíà ñòàëà
á çäîðîâîþ, áåçãð³øíîþ ³ áåçñìåðòíîþ.

Âòðåòº ïàí³ Åää³ îäðóæèëàñÿ ç Àçîþ ¥³ëáåðòîì
Åää³, ³ â çâ’ÿçêó ç öèì ïåðåíåñëà ñâîþ ä³ÿëüí³ñòü äî
Áîñòîíó. Òóò âîíà çàñíóâàëà “Ïåðøó Öåðêâó Õðèñòà-
Íàóêîâöÿ”. Â Áîñòîí³ âîíà çóì³ëà çàö³êàâèòè ñâî¿ì ðóõîì
çàìîæí³ø³ êëàñè, ÿêèì öåé êóëüò îñîáëèâî ³ìïîíóâàâ.
Âîíà çàêëàëà êîëåäæ, â ÿêîìó ìàëè âèøêîëþâàòèñÿ
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“Õðèñòèÿíñüê³ íàóêîâö³”, â³äîìèé ÷àñîïèñ “The Christian
Science Monitor” ³ ì³æíàðîäíó ðåë³ã³éíó îðãàí³çàö³þ.

Ìåðè Áåéêåð Åää³ ïîìåðëà 3 ãðóäíÿ 1910 ð.
â³ä çàïàëåííÿ ëåãåíü, ïðîæèâøè 89 ðîê³â. Âñå ¿¿
áàãàòñòâî ï³øëî íà ¿¿ “öåðêâó”. ̄ ¿ êóëüò íå ïåðåäáà÷èâ
í³ÿêîãî ïîõîðííîãî îáðÿäó. Ó ÷àñ, êîëè ¿¿ òàêè ïåðåìîãëà
“ïîìèëêà ñìåðòíîãî ëþäñüêîãî ðîçóìó”, ìàáóòü á³ëÿ
100,000 ëþäåé íàçèâàëè ¿¿ “Ìàò³ð’þ” ³ “Ïðîâ³äíèöåþ”.
Ó ñó÷àñíèé ÷àñ, ïîâåðõ 3,200 öåðêîâ ³ îðãàí³çàö³é ïî
âñüîìó ñâ³ò³ âèçíàþòü ¿¿ çà ñâîãî äóõîâíîãî ïðîâ³äíèêà.

“Õðèñòèÿíñüêà íàóêà” º êóëüòîì ì³ñüêèõ äàì.
Á³ëÿ òðüîõ ÷åòâåðòèí  ¿¿ “â³ðóþ÷èõ” º æ³íêè. Öÿ “Öåðêâà”
º íàéì³öí³øîþ â Êàë³ôîðí³¿, ²ëèíîé, Íþ Éîðêó, Îãàéî ³
Ìàññà÷óññåòñ. Ìàëî ÿêèé êóëüò îá³öÿº ñâî¿ì ïðèõèëüíè-
êàì ï³äíåñòè ¿õ ñòàòóñ íà ñóñï³ëüí³é äðàáèí³, àëå
“Õðèñòèÿíñüêà Íàóêà” â öüîìó âèïàäêó º âèéíÿòêîì.

Â ÷îìó æ ïîëÿãàº ìà´íåòèçì äóìîê ïàí³ Åää³?
Îäèí ç ¿¿ ï³äñóìê³â âæèâàºòüñÿ â êîæí³é â³äïðàâ³
“Õðèñòèÿíñüêî¿ íàóêè”, çàó÷óºòüñÿ íàïàì’ÿòü êîæíèì
÷ëåíîì, ³ öå äîêàçóº, ùî íà íüîìó çîñåðåäæåíà âñÿ
“â³ðà”. Â³í çâó÷èòü òàê: ”Ó ìàòåð³¿ íåìàº æèòòÿ, ïðàâäè,
ðîçóìó, àí³ ï³äñòàâè. Âñå º áåçêîíå÷íèé Ðîçóì, ³ éîãî
áåçêîíå÷íå âèÿâëåííÿ, áî Áîã – öå âñå. Äóõ º ä³éñíèì
³ â³÷íèì; ìàòåð³ÿ º íåä³éñíîþ, òèì÷àñîâîþ. Äóõ – öå
Áîã, à ëþäèíà Éîãî îáðàç ³ ïîäîáà. Òîìó ëþäèíà íå º
ìàòåð³ÿëüíà, à äóõîâà. (“Íàóêà ³ çäîðîâ’ÿ”, ñò.468).

Ñòàº áåçñóìí³âíî ÿñíèì, ùî öÿ íàóêà ïàí³ Åää³
îïèðàºòüñÿ íà ÷îòèðüîõ çàïåðå÷åííÿõ. Âîíà áóö³ì òî
çàïåðå÷óº ³ñíóâàííÿ ìàòåð³¿, áîëþ, çëà ³ ñìåðòè. Àëå
îäíî – ñêàçàòè, ùî ìàòåð³ÿ íå º â³÷íîþ, à äðóãå –
çàïåðå÷óâàòè ¿¿ îñòàòî÷íó ä³éñí³ñòü. ²ç ñàìîãî ïî÷àòêó
âîíà ðîáèòü öåíòðàëüíó õðèñòèÿíñüêó äîêòðèíó, ùî
“Ñëîâî (Áîæå) ñòàëî ò³ëîì ³ ïåðåáóâàëî ñåðåä íàñ”,
àáñóðäíîþ . Äëÿ õðèñòèÿí ìàòåð³ÿ íå º ñàìà ïî ñîá³
çëà, à çëå º çëîâæèâàííÿ íåþ. Ñïðàâä³, õðèñòèÿíèí
çíàº, ùî çã³äíî ç Êíèãîþ Áóòòÿ, êîëè Áîã ñòâîðèâ
ìàòåð³ÿëüíèé ñâ³ò, Â³í ïðîãîëîñèâ, ùî òîé ñâ³ò º ÄÎÁÐÈÉ.

Ïî äðóãå – ïàí³ Åää³ çàïåðå÷óº îñòàòî÷íó ä³é-
ñí³ñòü áîëþ ³ íåäóãè. ßäðîì õðèñòèÿíñüêîãî Ñâÿòîãî
Ïèñüìà º ñâ³äîì³ñòü, ùî íàø Ñïàñèòåëü ñòðàæäàâ, ³ ùî
÷åðåç â³ðó â Íüîãî ìè ìîæåìî ïåðåòâîðèòè íàøå ñòðàæ-
äàííÿ íà áëàãîäàòü, ãð³õ íà ïðàâåäí³ñòü, à ñìåðòü íà
â³÷íå æèòòÿ. ßê ìîæå ÿêàñü êîíôåñ³ÿ íàçèâàòèñÿ õðèñòè-
ÿíñüêîþ, êîëè âîíà çàïåðå÷óº ä³éñí³ñòü õðåñòà, îñíîâíîãî
ñèìâîëó Õðèñòèÿíñòâà?

Ïî òðåòº - “Õðèñòèÿíñüêà Íàóêà” çàïåðå÷óº
³ñíóâàííÿ çëà ³ ãð³õà. Çàïåâíÿòè, ùî ãð³õ ³ñíóº ëèøå ÿê
³ëþç³ÿ, ð³âíîçíà÷íå çàïåðå÷åííþ ñïàñàþ÷îãî ïîñëàííè-
öòâà Õðèñòà ³ íàçèâàº Éîãî ñìåðòü ³ âîñêðåñ³ííÿ ëèøå
ôàíòàç³ÿìè. Â î÷àõ “Õðèñòèÿíñüêîãî íàóêîâöÿ” ïðàãíåííÿ
Õðèñòà âèêóïèòè ëþäñòâî òà îòðèìàòè ïðîùåííÿ éîãî
ãð³õ³â áóëî ïîìèëêîþ, õ³áà ùî Â³í ïðèéøîâ ëèøå äëÿ
òîãî, ùîá äîêàçàòè, ùî íàøå ïåðåêîíàííÿ â òîìó, ùî
ãð³õ ñïðàâä³ ³ñíóº, áóëî ïîìèëêîþ.

Ïî ÷åòâåðòå – çàïåðå÷óºòüñÿ ³ñíóâàííÿ ñìåðò³.
Ïàí³ Åää³ çàïåâíÿº, ùî “æèòòÿ º â³÷íå, à ñìåðòü º ëèøå
êðàéíüîþ ³ëþç³ºþ”.  Öå  òâåðäæåííÿ â³äêðèòî ïðîòè-

ðå÷èòü Õðèñòèÿíñüê³é Â³ð³, ÿêà ïîñòàëà ç Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ,
ÿêèì Âîñêðåñëèé Õðèñòîñ ïåðåì³ã ñìåðòü, à íå óíèêàâ
¿¿.

Äàë³ - öåé êóëüò íå ïðèçíàº õðèñòèÿíñüêîãî
âèçíàâàííÿ Òðîéö³ ââàæàþ÷è, ùî ²ñóñ ëèøå ïðåäñòàâëàº
Õðèñòà, ³ äîêàçóþ÷è, ùî Õðèñòîñ º “Áîæåñòâåííîþ ³äåºþ
Áîãà-Ñâÿòîãî Äóõà, àáî Óò³øèòåëÿ”(“Íàóêà ³ çäîðîâ’ÿ”,
ñò.332). Ïðîãîëîøóþ÷è, ùî Õðèñòîñ º â³÷íîþ ³äåºþ, à
²ñóñ ëèøå éîãî òèì÷àñîâîþ ôîðìîþ, äàíèé êóëüò
â³äõîäèòü â³ä Ïðàâîñëàâíîãî â÷åííÿ Õàëêåäîíñüêîãî
Ñîáîðó, ùî â³äêèíóâ òàê³ ñàì³ ïîãëÿäè, ïðåäñòàâëåí³
òîä³ Íåñòîð³ºì.

Ïàí³ Åää³ çàïåðå÷óº, ùî ²ñóñ â ä³éñíîñò³ ïîìåð
íà õðåñò³, â³äíîâëþþ÷è öèì ñàìèì äàâíþ ºðåñü
Äîêåòèçìó. Â îäíîìó ì³ñö³ âîíà íàâ³òü òâåðäèòü, ùî âîíà
çðîçóì³ëà ïîä³þ ùîäî Õðèñòà êðàùå, í³æ ñàì³ àïîñòîëè:
”Ó÷í³ ²ñóñà, áóäó÷è íå äîñèòü îñâ³÷åíèìè, ùîá çðîçóì³òè
ïîâí³ñòþ òð³óìô ñâîãî Ó÷èòåëÿ, íå òâîðèëè í³ÿêèõ ÷óäîâèõ
ä³ë, àæ äîêè íå ïîáà÷èëè éîãî  ï³ñëÿ ðîçï’ÿòòÿ, ³
äîâ³äàëèñü, ùî â³í íå âìåð.” (Ibid, ñò.45).

Öåé êóëüò çàïåðå÷óº ôàêòè÷íî âñ³ îñíîâí³
â³ðóâàííÿ: ïðàâîñëàâí³, êàòîëèöüê³ ³ ïðîòåñòàíòñüê³.
“Õðèñòèÿíñüêà Íàóêà” â³äêèäàº ³äåþ îñîáèñòîãî Áîãà,
Òðîéö³, ãð³õà, äèÿâîëà, ïîêóòóâàííÿ, âîñêðåñ³ííÿ,
Õðèñòîâó Áîæåñòâåíí³ñòü, Ñòðàøíèé ñóä, íåáî, ³ ïåêëî.
Öå íàâîäèòü ïîâàæíèé ñóìí³â íà òå, ÷îìó âîíè
íàçèâàþòü ñâîþ íàóêó “õðèñòèÿíñüêîþ”. Âîíè íå õðåñòÿòü
ñâî¿õ ÷ëåí³â ³ ìàþòü ëèøå äâ³ â³äïðàâè “äóõîâîãî
ºäíàííÿ”, íà ÿêèõ íåìàº õë³áà ³ âèíà. Ïðèñóòí³ ëèøå
ïðîâîäÿòü äåê³ëüêà õâèëèí ó òèõ³é ìîëèòâ³. Ïàí³ Åää³
íå  ï³äãîòóâàëà â ñâî¿é öåðêâ³ í³ÿêîãî ðèòóàëó äëÿ øëþáó.
×ëåíè, áàæàþ÷³ îäðóæèòèñü, âèøóêóþòü äëÿ öüîãî
ïðîòåñòàíòñüêèõ ïàñòîð³â, àáî áåðóòü öèâ³ëüíèé øëþá.
Î÷åâèäíî, â íèõ íåìàº ðèòóàëó äëÿ ïîõîðîíó, áî öå
ïðèïóñêàëî á ìîæëèâ³ñòü ³ñíóâàííÿ ñìåðò³.

Ö³êàâî, ùî õî÷ “Õðèñòèÿíñüêà Íàóêà” ðîçïîðÿä-
æàºòüñÿ âåëèêèìè ñóìàìè ãðîøåé, ìàº ðîçê³øí³
ïðèì³ùåííÿ ³ ïðàö³âíèê³â, ïîâíèõ åíòóç³ÿçìó, âîíà ð³äêî
êîëè çíàõîäèòüñÿ òàì, äå ¿¿ íàéá³ëüø ïîòð³áíî áóëî á
– ó íåòðÿõ. Âîíà ìàëî ö³êàâèòüñÿ çàñòîñóâàííÿì õðèñòèÿ-
íñüêî¿ “Äîáðî¿ Íîâèíè” ó ñóñï³ëüñòâ³, ìàëî çàö³êàâëåíà
â ïîáóäîâ³ ñèðîòèíö³â, äîì³â äëÿ ñòàðøèõ â³êîì, á³äíèõ
³ ò.ä.

Áàãàòñòâî, ÷ëåíñòâî ç îñâ³òîþ, êðàñà ¿õí³õ õðàì³â
òà ÷óäîâå îôîðìëåííÿ âèäàíü ðîáëÿòü íà çàãàë ëþäåé
äîáðå âðàæåííÿ. Àëå êîëè äîáðå â÷èòàòèñÿ ó  “Íàóêó
³ çäîðîâ’ÿ”, òî òðóäíî â³äêèíóòè çäîðîâèé ãëóçä  ó
ïîãëÿäàõ íà æèòòÿ ³ íàâêîëèøí³é ñâ³ò: íåäóãè, âáèâñòâà
³ ñìåðòí³ñòü ãîâîðÿòü ñàì³ çà ñåáå.

“Áàãàòî ñåêò

ïîÿâëÿþòüñÿ ïðîñòî òîìó,

ùî ³ñíóþ÷³ Öåðâè

âòðàòèëè ñâ³é ïåðâ³ñíèé çàïàë. “
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We must realize that this is mostly about habits and
priorities. In Scripture we read a little question and answer
priority assessment session that we need to have with
ourselves: “What shall I render to the Lord, for all his benefits
to me? Answer: I will offer the Sacrifice of Thanksgiving
(literally Eucharist) and will call on the name of the Lord, I
will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His
people.”

In thinking of those who do not take the Church
seriously, St. John Chrysostom laments the people who
are nominal Orthodox Christians and do not come regularly
to Church and their excuses: “How I am distressed when I
called to mind that in festival days the assembled
multitudes are like a broad expanse of the sea. But now, not
even the smallest part of those multitudes is gathered here
today. Where are those who oppress us with their presence
on feastdays? I look for them, and am grieved on their
account when I mark what a multitude are perishing of those
who are in a state of salvation; how large a part of the Body
of Christ is like a dead and motionless carcass! They,
perhaps, make the summer season their excuse. I hear
them saying, ‘The heat is excessive; the sun is intolerable;
we cannot bear the heat and confined space.” Such
excuses are foolish, without basis. When you have spiritual
wells and rivers, are you afraid of material heat? No, in the
market, where there is much turmoil and crowding and
scorching wind, how is it that you do not suffocate and find
the heat an excuse for absenting yourself there? It is plain
that these silly excuses are the offspring of indolence and
of lethargic disposition, destitute of the grace of the Holy
Spirit.”

The truth is that most people do not come to Church
because it is not part of their weekly “habit.” We are
creatures of habit, and bad habits and lazy habits are hard
to break. We justify our bad habits by making excuses that
really do not rationally fit in with the whole picture in our
lives. The truth is, that you simply need to make it a part of
your life instead of a thing that you do “if you get around to

it.” If you put God first, and
come to His House to visit
Him, everything else
will fall in line in our
lives. We have so
ma-ny excuses for
not coming to
Church that are
unaccep tab le .
Even I, as a priest,
and to my own shame, find reasons to say a shorter prayer
than a longer prayer, and often I find myself busied with
other aspects of the ministry, rather than centering my life
around being with God in prayer and sacrament, which sets
the tone of the day, and on Sunday, the tone of the week.
As one bulletin from another church that I have read stated
recently, “people should not require an invitation from their
own church before they attend.” Again, I try to put a little
more faith in human nature.

Old habits, such as sleeping in on Sunday morning,
are habits. And habits are “hard” to break. But there are also
good habits that we can make for ourselves to give priority
to church, such as going out on Friday night rather than
Saturday so that you can make the Lord’s Day a priority in
your life again. We base our lives on routine, and if church
has fallen out of the routine (or only penciled in at holidays),
then it will take some discipline to get back into the routine.
Actually, they are not that hard, but it requires you to
reprioritize your life, put God, and His ordinance that we are
not to “forsake the assembling together of the saints”. But
the problem is, that if you do go, often, instead of trying to
turn the hardness and spiritual laziness of our hearts
around, we will find excuses not to go regularly. We hear of
gas prices and this and that and the other thing: Many
reasons not to come to services. “There are too many
hypocrites” is one excuse, or “the church services are too

by Fr. Harry Linsinbigler
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How Does a Person Start Coming to
Church More Frequently?
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long” is another” or “the church services are not long enough”
or “they are not in the language that I want it in” is another.
“Sunday mornings are a real inconvenience for me, couldn’t
the Lord have risen on some other day?” Does He not know
I have things to do and need my sleep?” Or perhaps the
reason is there are some people there that you just cannot
stand. Or perhaps that the pews are uncomfortable. Or
perhaps when your child makes a little noise you get a
glaring look from people. Well, your pastor will not let you get
away with this last excuse. Bring the kids. If they sing out of
key, so be it. If they fuss a bit, so be it. Do not be
embarrassed, it happens. But if you do not bring them
regularly, do not expect them to behave right away. They
need to get used to new routines as well. If you get a glaring
look from people (which Pani and I have with all 3 of our kids
in every parish we have been at), so be it. Pay no mind. It is
a simple few of the many, and may be a simple aberration,
and, above all, what God thinks is far more important than
what other people think. Do not let this keep you at home,
for, far worse than the glare of men because of a little noise,
is the disappointment from God when you keep your children
away from the Church. But the Lord is smiling greatly when
you are at Church even if your kids are making noise. Of
course, parents need to be strong enough not be
embarrassed easily, and to patiently but firmly teach them
to behave. If they have not been in Church for a while, it will
take a few weeks for them to adjust, for this to be a home
away from home. Fellow parishioners and parents need to
give them this latitude. The fact is that if they do not behave
in church, it is because you do not take them often enough.
Begin taking them regularly, firmly but lovingly discipline
them. If they are younger, make sure that every Sunday is
a full family day after Church, showing them that with Church
comes togetherness, celebration. If things are awkward for
a few weeks, this is nothing shameful: Kids are not built with
instructions, and sometimes older folks tend to forget that
younger people need to be guided, but they also need
accepted. Is everyone making sure to not have partiality with
regard to age or disposition, to invite them to sit with you or
some form of caring beyond just the nod or the hello?

 “But Father, how do I get the kids to behave? They are
better now that I’ve been bringing them regularly, but there
are still problems.” To answer this I will share with you a part
of an article I found:

Finally, if you’re struggling with your own young
children during the Liturgy, do not lose heart. We have all
been there. Our children in the 1990’s (2000’s) are not wired
any differently than children in the 4th or 17th Centuries, and
somehow they all made it through, too, nurturing their
children into mature Christian adults. It is a difficult task for
the parent, but crucially important for you to find the proper
balance: you must somehow immerse your children in our
worship as much as possible, but without creating negative
sentiments on their part. In some cases this may involve your
stepping out for a time during the service. Steve and I called

this period our “yo-yo years,” since it seemed we were
always walking in and out of the narthex with our little ones.
You may also consider moving forward as your child(ren) are
able to sit somewhat more quietly near the four year old
range. There is a lot more to see up front – the acolytes, the
priest, etc.

You may also want to chat with a family whose older
children behave well in Church, or whose older teens or
young adults are still active in Church life. I believe that you’ll
find that they brought their children to the Divine Liturgy
regularly as infants, toddlers, and young children, even if it
was a struggle, and even if the children did not entirely
“understand” everything that was going on. As with all
parenting issues, understanding the “big picture” over time
makes the immediate difficulties with young children far
more tolerable and worthwhile. (http://www.stpaulsirvine.org/
html/familyworship.htm)

If you find that the younger child (yo-yo years)
seemingly fusses at around the same time every Sunday
(particularly the homily/sermon), do not wait until they fuss
to take them out. Look for warning signs. Otherwise they are
learning that they must misbehave in order to get a break!
What an awful thing to teach a child! Parents, take turns, so
that one of you can hear the sermon and relate it back to the
other spouse later, and then vice versa the next week. And
do not let them simply go outside and play. Carefully make
sure that their break is also an experience of faith. I firmly
believe that distractions such as toys and snacks are a
mistake. I know this from experience. Walk them around the
narthex, with warmth and affection show them the icons.
Take them for a bathroom break if they need one. If you need
to take them outside because your parish does not have
much of a narthex, or for some other reason, make sure to
remind them that the butterfly that flies by was created by
God. Make sure to cross yourself with them each time you
come across the threshold of the church. Make sure to point
the clouds out to them one time, and tell them how a cloud
overshadowed Mt. Tabor at the transfiguration. Look out
towards the hills or mountains and quote Scripture: I lift my
eyes up to the hills to the Lord from whence my help comes.
Do not “distract” them from a life of God. It is the
responsibility of each parent to know enough about the Faith
to be able to guide and teach their children when they are
young, and to teach them to love the Church, to behave in and
out of Church (generally children who are expected to be well
behaved in other places are not tough to discipline in
Church), so that discipline is not something that just
happens “at Church.” That will make them not want to come.
Finally, make sure that you pray every day with your
children, and get involved in parish youth activities. It is my
observation that, if children have good mentor relations with
adults in the church and good fellowship with their peers
then, most often, it is the children bringing the parents to
Church, and not the other way around! God bless!
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S
pirituality, our pilgrimage to
wards the Kingdom of God,
begins through the loving

creation of a Creator, “For You formed
my inward parts, You knit me together
in my mother’s womb...You know me
very well; my frame was not hidden
from You, when I was being made in
secret...Your Eyes beheld my un-
formed substance; in Your Book were
written, everyone of them, the days
that were formed, when as yet there
were none of them...” (Ps. 139:13-15a;

16)

Man, created in God’s image and
likeness, sinned and needed to be
reborn and brought back into commun-
ion with God. Through the waters of
Baptism this rebirth takes place and
we are reintroduced on our pilgrimage
towards the Kingdom of God.
Orthodoxy is the Church in pilgrimage
and her spirituality encompasses a
total experience of mind, heart, soul,
senses and body. Our faith has no age
boundaries and young children need to
experience their faith like every other
Orthodox Christian through a total
giving of one’s self. The way a young
child begins to understand and to love
his faith is through the process known
as “PLAY”.

Psychologists have looked at
children’s play, especially the play of
young children, from two different
points of view. On one hand, play is
seen as a window into the child’s
emotions. The language of play is the
words of feelings. Secondly, play is
seen as a way of learning about the
social roles and relationships, ob-
jects, facts involving his social and
material world. Both points should
highlight the importance of play for the
child’s development. They should be
seen not as competing, but as two
essential aspects of children’s play.

As R. E. Hartley states, “to read the
language of play is to read the hearts
and minds of children.”

As parents or caregivers have the
responsibility to provide our children
with basic survival requirements of
food, care and shelter for normal and
healthy living, so likewise, children
need a wide variety of play to stimulate
emotional and mental growth. Through
play children exercise and develop
their growing bodies. They learn
muscle control and coordination. They
move from a helpless infant to the
latency stage of accomplishment and
competence.

Play stimulates more than a
child’s muscle development. It in-
volves the mind and emotions.
Children don’t just jump, bang, run or
bounce. They jump with joy, they bang
with anger, they run with fear, they
bounce with excitement. They play out
their emotions and thoughts, and it
provides children with a way to
understand the world around them. A
distinguished scholar of child growth
and development explores and ma-
nipulates whatever he can manage to
transform imaginatively into equiva-
lents of the adult world.” A child
through play recreates his real life
experiences and attempts to come to
terms with the complex adult world.

As adults, perhaps each of us
have certain feelings concerning
“appropriate” behavior during the
Divine Services. The child’s “house
has many mansions, “including a
spiritual life that grows, changes and
responds constantly during the many
life experiences that surround them.
Children do not separate work from
play, but to them play is their work,
entertainment and important busi-
ness. If we observe the play of children

Spirituality:

Play and the Young Child
This article explores the relationship among play, religious education, human
development and spirituality. The author is a certified Child Life Specialist and
in this capacity deals with the psycho-social needs of the hospitalized child, and
is the wife of an Orthodox priest and mother of three children.

with this in mind, we will begin to see
play in new dimensions. The word
Liturgy literally means a public work,
where we as community come
together in a relationship with God and
offer ourselves in a sacrifice of praise.
The Liturgy is not an exercise in
academics, but each of us becomes
involved with Liturgy on our own level.
The Liturgy is a “playground” to all
ages. It fulfills the young child’s
emotional needs and provides her with
a cognitive learning of her faith as she
grows in relationship with God. That
relationship changes and progresses
and therefore, regular attendance at
the Divine Liturgy is absolutely
essential. Haphazard attendance at
Liturgy stunts the spiritual develop-
ment of the child because basically
what is essential to life is denied.

In the child’s spirituality, playing
is taken as seriously as praying to
God. For example, our seven year old
daughter sitting in the pew during
Divine Liturgy looking through a book,
“seemingly inattentive” to Liturgy, but
is actually absorbing the worship
around her, through the smell of
incense, the movements at the altar,
the singing of the choir, and the sight
of the community in prayer. Looking
more closely, you will observe her
singing the responses, blessing
herself, making appropriate eye
contact with the altar and enjoying the
beauty that surrounds her. Through
the natural stages of life a child
deepens her understanding of what
she has previously experienced by a
consistent attendance and participa-
tion in the Divine Liturgy, the festal
celebrations, the seasons of fast, the
receiving of the Eucharist and the
experience of the various services. The
spirituality of the child develops and
deepens as God relates to her and she
relates to God in the “playground of the
Liturgy.

Remember! Jesus said, “let the
children come to me, and do not hinder
them; for to such belongs the Kingdom
of Heaven.” And He blessed them...”
(Mt.19:14-15).
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28 August 1955 is a date etched into the memory
of the Vice-President of the Consistory,
Protopresbyter William Diakiw, and his beloved wife,
Pani-Matka Sonia who were united in the
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony on that day in Holy
Virgin Parish, Arnold, PA.  Celebrating the Sacrament
were clergy who have been in the prayers of the
newlyweds all their married life:  V. Rev. Damian
Olgin (Pastor of the parish at the time), V. Rev.
Andrew Beck, and V. Rev. Vasyl Buchko and V.
Rev. John Kobat.

Father Bill, fresh out of St. Andrew Seminary, Winnipeg,
Canada and about to be ordained a deacon only a few
weeks following his marriage, is the son of V. Rev. William
and Pani-Matka Mary Diakiw who both worked hard and
long in our Lord’s vineyard, particularly in the organization
of many new parishes in mid-western section of the United
States before returning to serve in parishes in the Western
Pennsylvania area.

Sonia Peltz is the daughter of Theodosy and Theodosia
Peltz, pioneer members of the Arnold parish who taught
her the meaning of dedication and devotion to her Church.
Sonia entered into a career as a registered nurse.

After about ten months of marriage, Fr. Bill was ordained
to the Holy Priesthood in the same church he was married
in – Arnold – by His Eminence Archbishop Volodymyr of
Detroit and was assigned to St. John the Baptist Parish,
Sharon, PA, where his father had served as Pastor until
his untimely death in an accident.  It was here that Fr. Bill
and Sonia really developed as a ministerial team in service
to our Lord.  Pani-Matka Sonia has a beautiful voice and
greatly assisted in the church choir and in all other aspects
of Fr. Bill’s pastorate.  Both are superb musicians and
have put enormous amounts of time into preparing music
for liturgical services and concerts all their lives.  It was
during this parish assignment in Sharon that all three of
Fr. Bill and Sonia’s children were born:  Deborah Sonia,
William Theodore, Jr. and Lydia Ann.  This young family
was a real source of inspiration and new life and growth
to St. John parish for over 13 years.

Fr. Bill received a new call to service in another parish of
our Metropolia – Sts. Peter and Paul Parish Lyndora, PA
– in 1968.  In this parish community the Diakiw family
ministry continued to grow and develop.  Pani-Matka Sonia
eventually assumed the important task of directing the
Church Choir and their service continued through 1989 –
over 21 years.  It was during service that the Church was

completely remodeled and enlarged to accommodate the
numbers of faithful who worshiped each week.  Pani-
Matka returned to work as a registered nurse at AK
Steel Company (formerly Alcoa) in Lyndora.  The children
grew to adulthood in this parish community and set out
on lives of their own.

Father Bill and family departed from Sts. Peter and Paul
Parish only because his Holy Ukrainian Orthodox called
him to a higher position as President of the Consistory.
He and Pani-Matka Sonia moved to South Bound Brook,
NJ and our Metropolia Center to take up one of the
most difficult positions in church administrative life.  They
have divided their time between South Bound Brook and
their home near Lyndora.  They have been blessed with
eight grandchildren:  Arianna, Ethan, Kathleen, Jessica,
Rebekah, Joshua, Rachel and Zachary, who have become
– as any grandparent would know, the center of much
of their attention.

Fr. Bill is still very active as Vice-President of the Consistory
and serves the spiritual needs of Holy Trinity Parish in
New Castle, PA.  Pani-Matka Sonia has been retired for
some time from here nursing position and continues to
support Fr. Bill’s ministry – in a particularly musical way,
among others.  It was the parish family of Holy Trinity
that celebrated the 50th Wedding Anniversary of Fr. Bill
and Pani-Matka Sonia following Divine Liturgy in late
August of this year.  Their children and grandchildren
celebrated with them in a very special way later the
same day.

We – all the Consistory Members and Staff – along
with all the faithful of our Church greet Fr. Bill and Pani-
Matka Sonia at this major milestone of their life.  May
they know many, many more years of “wedded bliss”
especially in the enjoyment of not only their grandchildren,
but their great grandchildren, as well.  GOD GRANT
THEM MANY YEARS!

50 YEARS50 YEARS50 YEARS50 YEARS50 YEARS
OF FAITH AND LOVEOF FAITH AND LOVEOF FAITH AND LOVEOF FAITH AND LOVEOF FAITH AND LOVE
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From the Editor’s Desk: Dear readers, once

again it is a great blessing for me to greet you on

these four pages of our UOW. As we promised in

October 2005 issue the following  article is written by

Michael Nakonachny, member of our Church’s 2005

College Student Mission Team, and parishioner of St.

Vladimir Cathedral, Parma, OH.

August 24th 2005

12:01 pm

At this time last
week, I was sitting down
for dinner more then four
thousand miles away from
home.  Now I sit here in
my office reflecting on
the most amazing two
weeks of my life.
            I know that most
of the members of our
mission team are having
a hard time putting their
experiences into words and
I think I now understand
why.  We all want to paint
as accurate a picture as
possible for you and are
unable to find the words
that truly reflect the two
weeks that we have just
spent in Ukraine.  There are
too many details, too many
smiles, too many tears, too
many laughs and many
more “too manys” to list. 
If we were to describe all
of that, our picture would
be cluttered and fragmen-
ted and you would be
unable to make sense of
the stories we have to tell
about the children in their
beds and the lack of
community care.

ONE
MEMORY

THAT
REMAINS BOLD
IN MY MIND

WAS WHEN I WAS
ASSIGNED
TO REPAIR…

During our trip,
I had the task of repairing
a couple of tricycles for
the kids.  These tricycles
were all banged up; they
had never had any repairs
or maintenance done to
them.  Hans Harasimchuk

and I spent at least 4 hours
trying to get the tricycles
into working order.  We
replaced the tires, fixed a
broken seat and took care
of countless other minor
repairs that needed tending
to.  For those four hours,
we worked outside under
an annoyingly hot sun and,
at times, became very
frustrated with the lack of
tools we had to use (that
was my own fault, I admit,
since I didn’t bring my multi-
tool from home like I was
told.)  Once we finished

Michael Nokonachny
spends time with children at Znamianka orphanage.

Ìèõàéëî Íàêîíà÷íèé
ïðîâîäèòü ÷àñ ³ç ä³òüìè Çíàì’ÿíñüêîãî ñèðîòèíöÿ.

Our 2005 College Student Mission
Team to Ukraine
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fixing the tricycles, we needed someone
to test them - for safety reasons, of
course.  So we found a kid by the name
of Alyosha to be our guinea pig.  He
hopped on the tricycle and was out of
sight within seconds.  About 4 minutes,
later he returned with a huge smile on
his face.  Seeing that he had survived
the first test of our handy work, I
hopped on the other tricycle and
started to race him.  Alyosha was
lightning quick on that thing!   Being
the super competitive guy that I am, I
gave it my all but I didn’t have a chance.
 He was just too fast for me. 

WHAT
IS SO SIGNIFICANT

IS
WHEN IT WAS TIME

TO LEAVE…

The night before we were to leave, Alyosha
came up to me and thanked me for fixing the tricycles. 
It was at that moment that I realized how much in my
life I take for granted.  I spent 4 hours of my time doing
something simple and it made him so happy.  Then I
thought to myself, “What happens when that bike breaks
again?  Will anyone stop and take the time to fix it or
will it get shoved back into the closet and left to rust?” 
 
 Before I end this article I need to thank a
whole lot of people.

~ the Hierarchs and the members of the
Metropolitan  Council.  In my opinion, this is the best

outreach work we can and ever will
do.  Please continue this mission and

continue to support these two
orphanages.  There is still so much
that we can do that we should
not quit until there is absolutely no
need for our involvement and
participation. 

~ the team leaders, Fr. Daniel
(Zelinsky) and Pani Dobrodijka Iryna
Mahlay.  Thank you for allowing me
to be myself and for supporting
me during every happy and sad
portion of this trip.

~ my teammates.   You have all
earned a place in my heart and
your tears and smiles will always
be with me.

Finally to everyone who supported
me whether it be spiritually or

financially, you have helped me brighten someone else’s
life and for that I am eternally grateful and deeply
indebted to you.
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Ì³ñ³éíà ïîäîðîæ ãðóïè ñòóäåíò³â
íàøî¿ Öåðêâè

Ç ðåäàêòîðñüêîãî ñòîëó: Äîðîã³ ÷èòà÷³, íó îñü ³
çíîâó ìåí³ íàäçâè÷àéíî ïðèºìíî ó äóñ³ õðèñòèÿíñüêî¿
ëþáîâ³ çâåðíóòèñÿ äî Âàñ íà ñòîð³íêàõ âàøîãî
öåðêîâíîãî æóðíàëó. ßê ìè ³ îá³öÿëè ó ìèíóëîìó âèïóñêó,

íà ñë³äóþ÷èõ ê³ëüêîõ ñòîð³íêàõ ÷èòàéòå ðîçïîâ³äü Ìèõàéëà
Íàêîíå÷íîãî, ïàðàô³ÿíèíà êàòåäðè ñâ. Âîëîäèìèðà,
Ïàðìà, ÎÃ ïðî éîãî âðàæåííÿ â³ä 2005 ì³ñ³éíî¿ ïîäîðîæ³
ñòóäåíò³â íàøî¿ Öåðêâè äî ñèðîòèíö³â â Óêðà¿í³.

24 ñåðïíÿ 2005 ð.,
12 ãîä. äíÿ.

Òèæäåíü òîìó, ÿ ñ³äàâ
çà îá³äîì á³ëüø, í³æ ÷îòèðè
òèñÿ÷³ ìèëü çâ³äñ³ëÿ. Òåïåð ÿ
ñèäæó òóò, ó ñâî¿é êàíöåëÿð³¿,
³ çãàäóþ äâà íàéá³ëüø äèâî-
âèæí³ òèæí³ ñâîãî æèòòÿ.

Çíàþ, ùî á³ëüøîñò³ ç
ìî¿õ ñóïóòíèê³â ó öüîãîð³÷í³é
ì³ñ³éí³é ïîäîðîæ³ â Óêðà¿íó
âàæêî ïåðåäàòè ñëîâàìè âñå
ïåðåæèòå çà öåé ÷àñ, ³ òåïåð
ÿ ðîçóì³þ ÷îìó. Âñ³ ìè õî÷åìî
çìàëþâàòè ÿêíàéòî÷í³øå
êàðòèíó ïåðåæèòîãî íàìè çà
ò³ äâà òèæí³, òà íàì äëÿ öüîãî
áðàêóº ñë³â. ²ñíóº çàáàãàòî
äåòàë³â, çàáàãàòî óñì³øîê, çàáàãàòî
ñë³ç, çàáàãàòî ñì³õó, ³ ùå áàãàòî “çàáà-
ãàòîãî”. ßêùî á ìè îïèñàëè öå âñå, òî
êàðòèíà áóëà á ïåðåâàíòàæåíà ôðà´-
ìåíòàìè, ³ âè íå ìîãëè á çðîçóì³òè
íàøèõ îïîâ³äàíü ïðî ä³òåé-ñèð³òîê ó
¿õí³õ ë³æå÷êàõ òà ïðî áðàê ñóñï³ëüíî¿
îï³êè äëÿ íèõ.

ÎÄÈÍ ÑÏÎÃÀÄ,
ÙÎ ßÑÊÐÀÂÎ ÇÀËÈØÈÂÑß

Â ÌÎ¯É ÏÀÌ’ßÒ² -
ÖÅ – ÊÎËÈ ÌÅÍÅ

ÏÐÈÇÍÀ×ÈËÈ
ÄÎ ÍÀÏÐÀÂÈ
ÂÅËÎÑÈÏÅÄ²Â

Ï³ä ÷àñ íàøîãî ïîáóòó
â ñèðîòèíöÿõ ÿ ìàâ
çàâäàííÿ íàïðàâëÿòè äëÿ
ä³òåé äåê³ëüêà òðèêîë³ñíèõ
âåëîñèïåä³â. Ö³ âåëîñèïåäè
áóëè ïîáèò³, ¿õ í³õòî í³êîëè
íå íàïðÿâëÿâ, àí³ íå óòðè-
ìóâàâ. Ìè ç Ãàíñîì Ãàðà-
ñèì÷óêîì âîçèëèñÿ ç íèìè
äîáðèõ äåê³ëüêà ãîäèí, ùîá
ïðèâåñòè ¿õ â ïîðÿäîê. Ìè
çì³íèëè øèíè íà êîëåñàõ,
íàïðàâèëè çëîìàíå ñ³äëî ³
ïîðîáèëè ùå ìàñó ìåíøèõ,
àëå ïîòð³áíèõ íàïðàâ. Öåé
÷àñ – äåê³ëüêà ãîäèí- ìè
ïðîáóëè íà ãàðÿ÷îìó ñîíö³,
³ íàñ áåçìåæíî çíåðâóâà-
ëî òå, ùî íå áóëî â³äïîâ³ä-

íèõ ³íñòðóìåíò³â. (Ïðàâäà, ÿ íå âçÿâ
ç³ ñîáîþ êîìïëåêò ñâî¿õ ³íñòðóìåíò³â,
ÿê ìåí³ áóëî ñêàçàíî).

Çàê³í÷èâøè íàïðàâè, íàì ïî-
òð³áíî áóëî, ùîá õòîñü âèïðîáóâàâ
âåëîñèïåäè, ÷è íèìè áåçïå÷íî ¿çäè-
òè. Òî æ ìè çíàéøëè õëîïöÿ, íà ³ì’ÿ
Àëüîøà, ³ õîò³ëè âèêîðèñòàòè éîãî,
ÿê “ìîðñüêó ñâèíêó”. Â³í ñ³â íà îäíîãî
ç âåëîñèïåä³â, ³ â ìîìåíò³ çíèê ç
íàøèõ î÷åé. Çà õâèëèíè ÷îòèðè â³í
âåðíóâñÿ ç óñì³øêîþ “â³ä âóõà äî
âóõà”. Ïîáà÷èâøè, ùî â³í ïåðåæèâ
öþ ïåðøó ïðîáó, ÿ ñ³â íà äðóãèé
âåëîñèïåä ³ â íàñ ïî÷àëèñÿ ïåðåãîíè.
ß  ïî íàòóð³ äóæå êîíêóðóþ÷èé, òî æ
ç³ âñ³º¿ ñèëè ñòàðàâñÿ éîã ïåðåãíàòè.
Àëå äàðìà. Â³í áóâ çà øâèäêèé äëÿ
ìåíå.
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ÍÀÉÒßÆ×ÈÌ
ª

×ÀÑ ÏÐÎÙÀÍÍß

Íàïåðåäîäí³ íàøîãî â³ä’¿ç-
äó, Àëüîøà ïðèéøîâ äî ìåíå ³
ïîäÿêóâàâ ìåí³ çà íàïðàâó òðèêî-
ë³ñíèõ âåëîñèïåä³â. Â öþ õâèëèíó
ÿ çðîçóì³â, ñê³ëüêè ÿ â ñâîºìó æèòò³
áðàâ çà ñàìîçðîçóì³ëå, í³áè âîíî
òàê ³ íàëåæàëîñü. ß íà ïðîòÿç³ ÷îòè-
ðüîõ ãîäèí ðîáèâ ùîñü äóæå ïðîñ-
òå, à âîíî éîìó ïðèíåñëî ùàñòÿ.
Òîä³ ìåí³ ïðèéøëî â ãîëîâó: ”À ùî
áóäå, êîëè âåëîñèïåä çíîâ ïîëà-
ìàºòüñÿ? ×è õòîñü ïîòðàòèòü ñâ³é
÷àñ, ùîá íàïðàâèòè éîãî, ÷è â³í
òàê ³ çàëèøèòüñÿ ïîëîìàíèì, ³ éîãî
çàñóíóòü ó êóòî÷îê ó ÿêîìóñü õë³â÷è-
êó, ³ çàëèøàòü, à â³í òàì ïîðæàâ³º?

Ïåðåä çàê³í÷åííÿì öüîãî

ñïîãàäó ÿ ìóøó ïîäÿêóâàòè

áàãàòüîì ëþäÿì:

Íàøèì ²ºðàðõàì ³ ÷ëåíàì
Ðàäè Ìèòðîïîë³¿. Íà ìîþ äóìêó,
öå íàéêðàùà ì³ñ³éíà ïðàöÿ, ÿêó ìè
ìîæåìî ðîáèòè.

Ïðîøó, ïðîäîâæóéå ö³ ì³ñ³éí³ ïîäîðîæ³ ³ ï³äòðè-
ìóéòå ³ íàäàë³ ö³ äâà ñèðîòèíö³. Ùå òàê áàãàòî ÷îãî ìè
ìîæåìî çðîáèòè, ³ ìè íå ïîâèíí³ ïåðåñòàòè, àæ äîêè
âæå íå áóäå í³ÿêî¿ ïîòðåáè ó íàø³é ó÷àñò³.

Îï³êóíàì íàøî¿ ïîäîðîæ³, î. Äà-
íè¿ëîâ³ (Çåë³íñüêîìó) òà ïàí³ìàòö³
²ðèí³ Ìàõëàé. Äÿêóþ âàì çà òå,
ùî äîçâîëèëè ìåí³ áóòè ñàìèì
ñîáîþ ³ ï³äòðèìóâàëè ìåíå ó ÷àñ
âåñåëèõ ³ ñóìíèõ ìîìåíò³â ö³º¿
ïîäîðîæ³.

Ìî¿ì ñï³âó÷àñíèêàì. Âè âñ³
çàñëóæèëè ñîá³ ì³ñöå ó ìîºìó
ñåðö³, ³ ÿ çàâæäè ïàì’ÿòàòèìó
âàø³ óñì³øêè, ³ âàø³ ñëüîçè.

 Âê³íö³ äÿêóþ âñ³ì, õòî ï³äòðè-
ìóâàâ ìåíå äóõîâíî ÷è ô³íàí-
ñîâî. Âè äîïîìãëè ìåí³ îñÿÿòè,
õî÷ íà ÷àñ, ÷èºñü æèòòÿ, ³ çà öå ÿ
áåçìåæíî âäÿ÷íèé ³ çîáîâ’ÿçà-
íèé âàì.



From October 31 to November 3
the clergy of the UOC of the USA
gathered at the meditative San
Alfonso Retreat House on the coast
of New Jersey to reinvigorate our
personal and pastoral spiritual lives.
While many topics were discussed
during the retreat: Mission work,
youth ministry, and Orthodoxy and
science; the main topic was the
revitalization of our parishes. Per-
haps the most important result had
less to do with these subjects than
with the simple joy of spending a few
days in the constant presence of our
hierarchs and brother clergy. The
spirit of the conference was relaxed
and prayerful. We were constantly
reminded of the many challenges
facing our Church, but we were
assured and comforted by our
shared faith in Christ and the eternal
destiny of our Holy Orthodox Church.

Priests and hierarchs began
gathering at the retreat center on
Monday afternoon. It was touching to
see how warmly our clergy em-
braced one another. This was not
simply a gathering of clergy, but a
reunion of dear friends and family.

After dinner and Vespers, we
gathered together in the conference
center where His Beatitude Metro-
politan Constantine encouraged all
of us in our pastoral duties. The
central theme of his talk was the
need to minister to the large influx of
our brothers and sisters from
Ukraine. He noted that some of our
parishes here and in England have
embraced these new immigrants,
but challenged us all to take part in
this crucial work.

Not one of us left the Tuesday
morning presentations unmoved.
After the Moleben and breakfast,
Hieromonk Daniel shared his experi-
ences working with our youth and the
children of Ukraine. While his article
in the November issue of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Word captured
the facts of this presentation, it is
worth noting some of the highlights.

Helping the Children of
Chernobyl: A Tiny Step Away

There has long been a real desire
among the faithful to do mission work
in Ukraine. Over the last few years,

this desire has been matched by the
capability here in the USA to support
such work. Unfortunately, our efforts
were often thwarted by criminality
and negligence on the ground in
Ukraine. Now things are different.
We are now working with an
established charity organization,
The Children of Chernobyl. Not only
do we share a common purpose with
them, they have an efficient and
permanent presence in Ukraine. This
cooperation has led to an ongoing
relationship with two orphanages.
Our faithful have made a difference in
the lives of the children in these
homes through $300,000 worth of
capital improvements and three
years of youth mission trips from our
Church. Despite this, I have no doubt
that we have benefited as much from
this relationship as they (all glory to
God). Fr. Daniel described the most
recent trip and its context: he and our
youth volunteers were bringing Christ
to the innocent victims of Soviet
negligence. I encourage you to take
advantage of Fr. Daniel’s offer to
come and talk to your parish about
this trip. You will be moved by

by Fr. Dn. Anthony Perkins

Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî22 Ðiê LVI  ×èñ. I, ñ³÷åíü, 2006

Clergy Conference



both the plight of these orphans and the
selfless love and ministry of our youth.

Youth Ministry

Natalie Kapeluck Nixon built on one of
Fr. Daniel’s themes in her presentation
on Youth Ministry: our Church is blessed
with tremendous youth. She also
encouraged us all to find ways to get our
youth more involved in the life of the
Church. Our youth are remarkable, but if
we do not engage them, they may take
their talents elsewhere. One cannot help
but be reminded how many youth the
Church loses to mixed marriages and
secular proselytism in high school and
college. Natalie then gave us some
strategies and tools to help us in our
work.
1. We have to work with parents and
get them involved in youth ministry.
Active participation will give them a
sense ownership and improve the quality
of our youth programs.
2. We have to be realistic. It may take
a while to get parents to buy-in to youth
ministry. We need to spend time talking
with them when they participate to
encourage them and make sure we are
meeting their needs and expectations.
3. We have to do a better job working
with our service organizations, the UOL
and Jr. UOL. They are the natural
partners, advocates, and supporters of
our youth ministries. We should all be
involved in building strong education
programs for our youth.
4. Embedding Orthodoxy within our
shared cultural heritage encourages
participation from everyone; new
immigrants, children of immigrants, and
converts alike.
5. Our youth have a concrete vision for

the future of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church. They developed and published
this vision at this past Summer’s
Youth Sobor. It is strong and
thoroughly Orthodox, calling for a
Church that focuses on Christ, not
forgetting our common heritage;
whose members know our faith and
live it; are active in charitable works;
and enjoy an active liturgical and
social parish life.

After describing the 2005 high
school mission trip to St. Raphael
House during which our youth again
impressed with their selfless service,
Natalie pointed out that our youth are
not the future of our Church – they are
our present. Keeping them involved
benefits them and us. We left this
morning feeling the keen need to
reevaluate our youth ministries so that
we can all work for God’s glory.

The Spiritual Rejuvenation of
Our Parishes

On Tuesday afternoon our keynote
speaker, Fr. Peter Guilquist, spoke
with us on “The Spiritual Rejuvenation
of Parishes.” Fr. Peter has spent most
of his adult life devoted to missions and
evangelism, and we all looked forward
to his spiritual insights. Fr. Peter
began his talk by speaking on the
“Renewal of Priests,” then went on to
share strategies for renewing our
parishes. Regarding the former, Fr.
Peter shared the following main
points, each of which drew beautifully
from his own experiences as a
Christian and priest:
Commit totally to Christ. This
commitment must be renewed every

day. It is also vital that this singular
devotion be shared with our high school
and college youth. If we miss sharing
this spirit with them when they are
young, we may never get another
chance.
Never quit. What we do is hard.
Despair is a constant temptation; we
must fight this despair by committing
never to quit. The strength for this must
come from Christ, not ourselves. We
have to finish the race, never quitting on
our marriages, our kids, and our
ministries.
Tithe. Tithing is life-changing. We tithe
to glorify God, not to “give back” or
because it enables our Church’s
ministries (Malachi 3:10).
Enjoy and Share the Fullness of the
Faith. Orthodoxy brings the kind of
stability and satisfaction that nothing
else offers. We must live it and share it
with others; the heterodox are always
looking for something; they are
generally dissatisfied with their worship
experience. We have the answer, the
Truth in its fullness.
Reach Out to Others. We cannot
focus all of our efforts on worship. We
must engage and serve the world
through charity and evangelical
outreach. This is the Great Commission
and we should be vigilant in this work.
Share Your Gifts. Everyone has
strengths. We need to “major in what we
do well.” Fr. Peter has been blessed by
his Archdiocese to focus on missions
and evangelism. We should not be
afraid to do the same: God will use us
and others to fill in what is needed.
Find Peace. Fr. Peter recently had
reason to consider his own mortality

“Our youth are remarkable, but if we do not engage them,



and found that it brought him a real
peace in Christ. He underwent a
difficult test, but Christ was there just
like He promised He always would be.
This “peace that passes all
understanding” is always waiting for
us.

After a short break, Fr. Peter
gave us some practical advice for
renewing our parishes. Having seen
the data describing the decline in most
of our parishes, his talk fell on attentive
ears:
Speaker Series. This is a tried and
true method for growing a parish. For
outreach, speakers should focus on
general topics. It is also useful to bring
outside speakers in to invigorate our
regular members. Cultural festivals are
also a great way to get out the word.
Commitment to Evangelism.
Parishes have to look hard at how they
do things to see if there is anything
they could change that would make
their work more effective. For instance,
a parish trying to reach out to new
immigrants or converts must consider
what liturgical language would be most
effective (e.g. Ukrainian, English,
Slavonic). Such a change might be
difficult for some members, but
commitment often requires sacrifice.
Fr. Peter shared the example of an all-
English language “convert” parish that
moved to a 50% Arabic Liturgy as new
immigrants arrived. Despite this
success story, he noted that it is hard
for the same parish to evangelize both
new immigrants and American natives.
It occasionally makes sense to create
two parishes, one for each. Our
hierarchs continually reminded us of
the need to reach out to our newly
arrived brothers and sisters from
Ukraine, making this topic a popular
one for discussion. It seems that there
are no easy answers.
Get Kids into Mission Teams. We
have to get our kids involved in charity
work. Not only is this good for them,
our parishes, and our community, it
will help with vocations. It was noted
that we only have a small handful of
seminarians. We have to fill our
seminary. Mission work will help.
Parish Bible Study. Whether parishes

offer this before Liturgy or on
weekday evenings, we have
to offer Bible Study classes.
Fr. Peter suggested that we
use short (i.e. a few weeks
long) topical series. A typical
evening would include: the
Trisagion, an icebreaker to
get people talking,
presentation and discussion
of next Sunday’s Gospel,
prayer/intercession requests, and a
closing Litany. Although people could
stick around for informal discussions,
time should be limited to one hour so
as to accommodate parents with
children.
Clergy Should Evangelize. Fr.
Peter suggested that our clergy offer
their services to the community. Some
useful venues for outreach and
cooperation include college campuses
(offering to be a resource on church
history, patristics, language, etc.),
service clubs that need speakers, and
talk radio. He also suggested that
clergy take a key person with them on
outreach visits.
Don’t be Ashamed of
Your Heritage. During
the Q&A, Father Peter
strongly argued that we
should use our Ukrainian
culture to reach out to
native-born Americans.
Americans enjoy learning
about other cultures (as
long as it is in English).
This was a common
theme shared by each of
the speakers – whether
we are evangelizing new
immigrants or native-born
Americans, or simply
reinvigorating existing
members, we would do well to
preach Christ as we live it:
within our cultural heritage.

This talk was followed by
dinner, Vespers, and a
simulated youth mixer led by
Natalie Kapeluck Nixon that
engaged the participants

“...be true to our vocation and the Lord.”

 they may take their talents elsewhere.”
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actively, in much the same way that the
youth would be engaged in a similar
exercise.

Wednesday morning began with a
Memorial Litia commemorating those
Bishops, priests, deacons, and Pani
Dobrodiyky that have gone on to rest
before us. Then, after breakfast, Dr.
Gayle Woloschak, scientist, author,
and our own representative to the
SCOBA Morals and Ethics, gave a talk
on contemporary issues in science and
the Orthodox response.

Contemporary Issues in
Science and the Orthodox
Response

Dr. Woloschak began by
encouraging us to care about science,
arguing that not engaging in the debate
about science brings nothing but
disaster. We need to become informed
about the details of scientific progress
and share how science – both generally
and in regard to specific advances like
stem-cell research – fits within the
Orthodox worldview. Scientists study
and describe the created world, ideally
fitting this investigation in with other
modes of investigation, to include
theology, philosophy, and intuition.
Because Orthodoxy is the fullness of all
knowledge, it should take an active role
in providing perspective. This is made
difficult by the dearth of Orthodox
experts, the complexity of the issues,
and a reluctance to proclaim go against
the grain. Because many of the issues
involved are new, there is often no single
Orthodox view to share.

After a vigorous discussion on
these issues, Dr. Woloschak moved on
to a specific field of investigation: human
genetic technology and stem cell
research. This discussion did much to
show us all just how difficult these
issues are. As Orthodox Christians, we
should enter into the discussion of stem
cell research with an appreciation that
human life is inherently sacred, and that
research that sacrifices human life
would be sinful and sacrilegious. No one
would be willing to cross that line no
matter what medical benefit would be
obtained. Similarly, the vast majority of
Orthodox Christians agree that an

embryo is human and should be
protected. We also share St. Basil’s
opinion that good medicine is a gift
from God that makes up for what is
lacking in fallen nature. As such, the
question of whether we should allow
embryonic stem cell research boils
down to deciding what an embryo is. Is
it any cell that, under certain
conditions, has the potential of
becoming human? Is it any fertilized
egg cell, whether cloned or
inseminated? Or is it only a fertilized
egg cell that resides in the womb of the
mother? Unfortunately, the answer is
not obvious, despite the claims of
secularists and Christian
fundamentalists. The question is
important because stem cells created
from fertilized eggs (whether cloned or
fertilized with sperm) seem to have a
greater propensity to replace “sick”
cells than do stem cells from other
sources. This technology carries great
possibilities for bringing healing to the
sick, but we cannot commit to the use
of this technology if it involves the
sacrifice of living embryos of any type.
This impressive talk by Dr. Woloschak
reminded us that the Orthodox
Church, as Christ Incarnate in this
world and the bearer of the fullness of
the faith, has as much an obligation to
ensure that the truth is heard in
scientific discussions as in any
theological forum or community
outreach.

Question and Answer Period
with our Hierarchs

Dr. Woloschak’s talk was
followed by a celebration of the Sixth
Hour, lunch, and a question and
answer session with our hierarchs.
During the latter, our bishops shared
their vision for the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church and answered many questions
regarding events in Ukraine, the
possibility of autocephaly in Ukraine
and America, the need to reach out to
and embrace as family the new
immigrants while gratefully accepting
any converts who seek us out, the
need to evangelize minister to/with our
youth, the need to share Christ with

those in need, and the need for our
priests to minister to the people in their
own languages.

On Thursday morning, Vladyka
Antony served Divine Liturgy, with Fr.
Frank Estocin, Fr. Peter Levko,
Hieromonk Daniel and Fr. Deacons
Mikhail Sawarynski and Nicholas
Shapoval concelebrating. During the
homily, His Eminence reflected upon
the letter of St. Paul to Timothy,
instructing him in his ministry. Vladyko
Antony applied St. Paul’s letter to our
modern day ministry calling upon us to
be true to our vocation and the Lord.
Following the Liturgy, Fr. Peter Guilquist
spoke once again, reinforcing Vladyko
Antony’s exhortation and assuring
everyone that it was his pleasure to
spend with us those few days. He
remarked how touched he was by all the
presentations and dedication to service
in Christ’s vineyard.

In conclusion, let me add a
personal observation. I am a convert to
Orthodoxy and relatively new to the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church. While I
have embraced the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church with all my heart and know that
it has adopted and embraced me as
well, I must admit that part of me has
half-expected to meet resistance, if not
outright rejection, somewhere along the
way. I should not have: During every step
of my journey to this point, from visiting
my first Ukrainian parish, through
seminary at St. Sophia’s and ordination
last year, I have met with nothing but
warmth and charity. My experience at
this, my first clergy conference, was
more of the same. It is true that there
were many contentious subjects under
discussion, and that many of us clearly
shared different opinions and experiences.
But everything was to the glory of God
because all of us put Him, our service to His
Church and people, and our love for one
another before our opinions and differences.
We are all truly blessed to have such men
as these as our pastors and spiritual
fathers.

 “It was touching to see how warmly our clergy embraced one another.”
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Ç 31 æîâòíÿ äî 3 ëèñòîïàäà ö.ð. äóõîâåíñòâî Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿
Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ ç³áðàëîñÿ ó Äîì³ óñàì³òíåííÿ ³ì. ñâ. Àëüôîíçà íà ï³âíî÷³ øòàòó
Íþ Äæåðç³, ùîá â³äíîâèòè ñâîº îñîáèñòå ³ ïàñòèðñüêå äóõîâíå æèòòÿ.

Ï³ä ÷àñ ö³º¿ êîíôåðåíö³¿ îáãîâîðþâàëèñÿ ð³çí³ ñïðàâè, íàïð. ì³ñ³éíà
ïðàöÿ, ñëóæáà ìîëîä³, Ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ ³ íàóêà ³ ò.³í., ãîëîâíîþ æ òåìîþ áóëî
â³äíîâëåííÿ äóõîâíîãî æèòòÿ íàøèõ ïàðàô³é. Ïðîòå, íàéâàæëèâ³øèì äëÿ
ó÷àñíèê³â áóëî ïîáóòè äåê³ëüêà äí³â ó ïðèñóòíîñò³ ñâî¿õ âëàäèê ³ â îòî÷åíí³
ñâî¿õ ñîáðàò³â-ñâÿùåííîñëóæèòåë³â. Ï³ä ÷àñ êîíôåðåíö³¿ ïàíóâàâ äîâ³ëüíèé,
àëå ìîëèòîâíèé íàñòð³é. Íàì ïîñò³éíî íàãàäóâàëèñü áåçë³÷ ïðîáëåì, ïåðåä
ÿêèìè ñòîÿëà íàøà Öåðêâà, àëå âîäíî÷àñ íàñ çàñïîêîþâàëà ³ óïåâíÿëà ñï³ëüíà
â³ðà ó Õðèñòà ³ â³÷íå ïðèçíà÷åííÿ íàøî¿ ñâÿòî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè.

Äóõîâåíñòâî - ³ºðàðõè ³ ñâÿùåíèêè, ïî÷àëè ç’¿æäæàòèñÿ ó â³âòîðîê
ïîïîëóäí³. Çâîðóøóþ÷èì áóëî ñïîñòåð³ãàòè, ç ÿêîþ òåïëîòîþ îá³éìàëè îòö³,
â³òàþ÷èñÿ, îäèí îäíîãî. Öå íå áóëî ïðîñòî ç³áðàííÿ äóõîâåíñòâà, à çóñòð³÷
áëèçüêèõ äðóç³â - ÷ëåí³â îäí³º¿ ðîäèíè. Ï³ñëÿ âå÷åð³ ³ âå÷³ðí³ ìè ç³áðàëèñÿ â

âñüîãî, íå ìàþ íàéìåíøîãî ñóìí³âó, ùî ìè ñêîðèñòàëè ç
öèõ â³äíîñèí íå ìåíøå, í³æ âîíè (³ Ñëàâà Áîãîâ³ çà öå!)
Îòåöü Äàíè¿ë îïèñàâ öüîãîð³÷íó ì³ñ³éíó ïîäîðîæ ó òàêîìó
êîíòåêñò³: â³í, ç ´ðóïîþ ìîëîäèõ äîáðîâîëüö³â ïðèíåñëè

Õðèñòà íåâèííèì æåðòâàì íåäáàëü-
ñòâà ñîâºòñüêîãî ðåæèìó. Çàîõî÷óþ
âàñ óñ³õ, ñêîðèñòàòè ç ïðîïîçèö³¿ î.
Äàíè¿ëà - ïðèáóòè äî âàøî¿ ïàðàô³¿
³ äîïîâ³ñòè ïðî öþ ïîäîðîæ. Âè áó-
äåòå çâîðóøåí³, ÿê æàëþã³äíèìè
îáñòàâèíàìè, â ÿêèõ ñèð³òêàì äîâî-
äèòüñÿ æèòè, òàê ³ ñàìîâ³ääàíîþ ëþ-
áîâ’þ ³ ñëóæ³ííÿì íàøî¿ ìîëîä³.

Íàòàëêà  Êàïåëþõ-Í³êñîí ïðîäîâ-
æóâàëà òåìó î. Äàíè¿ëà ó ñâî¿é ïðå-
çåíòàö³¿ òâåðäÿ÷è, ùî Ãîñïîäü áëàãî-
ñëîâèâ íàñ ÷óäîâîþ ìîëîääþ. Âîíà
òàêîæ çàîõî÷óâàëà íàñ çíàõîäèòè
ñïîñîáè, ùîá çâ’ÿçàòè íàøó ìîëîäü
³ç æèòòÿì Öåðêâè. Ïåâíî, ùî íàøà
ìîëîäü ïîäèâóã³äíà, àëå, ÿêùî ¿¿ íå
“çàïðÿãòè”, òî âîíà ìîæå ñïðÿìóâàòè
ñâî¿ çä³áíîñò³ êóäèñü ³íäå. Íå ìîæíà
íå çãàäàòè, ñê³ëüêè ìîëîä³ íàøà
Öåðêâà òðàòèòü ÷åðåç ì³øàí³ ïîäðó-

ææÿ òà ÷åðåç ñâ³òñüêèé ïðîçåë³òèçì ó øêîëàõ òà êîëåäæàõ.
Òîä³ ï. Íàòàëêà ïîäàëà äåÿê³ ñòðàòåã³¿ ³ çíàðÿääÿ, ùî ìîæóòü
äîïîìîãòè íàì ó íàø³é ïðàö³:

Íàì òðåáà ïðàöþâàòè ç áàòüêàìè ³ âòÿãíóòè ¿õ ó
Ñëóæáó ìîëîä³. Àêòèâíà ó÷àñòü äàñòü ¿ì ïî÷óòòÿ “âëàñíèê³â”,
³ ïîë³ïøèòü ÿê³ñòü íàøèõ ìîëîä³æíèõ ïðî´ðàì. Òðåáà áóòè
ðåàë³ñòàìè: ìîæå ïîòðèâàòè äîâøèé ÷àñ, ïîêè áàòüêè
çâèêíóòü äî ñâîº¿ ðîë³ ó Ñëóæá³ ìîëîä³. Êîëè âîíè áåðóòü
ÿêóñü ó÷àñòü, íàì ñë³ä íå æàë³òè ÷àñó íà ðîçìîâè ç íèìè
òà çàîõî÷åííÿ ¿õ, âîäíî÷àñ çàïåâíÿþ÷è, ùî ìè çàäîâî-
ëüíÿºìî ¿õí³ î÷³êóâàííÿ ³ âèìîãè.

Ìè ïîâèíí³ êðàùå ñï³âïðàöþâàòè ç íàøèìè

î. äèÿê. Àíòîí³é Ïåðê³íñ

ÊÎÍÔÅÐÅÍÖIß
ÄÓÕÎÂÅÍÑÒÂÀ 2005 ð.Á.

êîíôåðåíö³éíîìó îñåðåäêó, äå Áëàæåíí³øèé Ìèòðîïîëèò
Êîíñòàíòèí ó ñâîºìó ñëîâ³ çàîõîòèâ íàñ äî óñåðäíîãî
âèêîíàííÿ íàøèõ ïàñòèðñüêèõ îáîâ’ÿçê³â. Öåíòðàëüíîþ
òåìîþ éîãî ïðîìîâè áóëà ïîòðåáà ñëóæèòè âåëèê³é ê³ëüêîñò³
íàøèõ áðàò³â ³ ñåñòåð, ùî ïðèáóëè ³
ïðèáóâàþòü ç Óêðà¿íè. Â³í çàçíà÷èâ, ùî
äåÿê³ ç íàøèõ ïàðàô³é òóò, ³ â Àíãë³¿
ïðèéíÿëè öèõ íîâèõ ³ìì³´ðàíò³â ç
â³äêðèòèìè îá³éìàìè, ³ çàîõî÷óâàâ óñ³õ
íàñ áðàòè ó÷àñòü ó öüîìó âèð³øàëüíîìó
çàâäàíí³.

... Í³õòî ç íàñ íå â³ä³éøîâ ç ïðå-
çåíòàö³¿ öüîãî ðàíêó íåçâîðóøåíèì.
Ï³ñëÿ Ìîëåáíÿ ³ ñí³äàíêó, ³ºðîìîíàõ
Äàíè¿ë (Çåë³íñüêèé) ïîä³ëèâñÿ ç ïðèñóò-
í³ìè âðàæåííÿìè ç íåäàâí³õ â³äâ³äèí ³
ïðàö³ ç ä³òüìè-ñèðîòàìè â Óêðà¿í³. Õî÷
éîãî îïèñ ö³º¿ ïîäîðîæ³ áóâ ó ïîïåðåä-
íüîìó âèïóñêó “Óêðà¿íñüêîãî Ïðàâîñëà-
âíîãî Ñëîâà”, âàðòî ïîâòîðèòè äåÿê³
òî÷êè ç éîãî ðîçïîâ³ä³.

Âæå äàâíî ì³æ íàøèìè â³ðíè-
ìè çà³ñíóâàëî áàæàííÿ âåñòè â Óêðà¿í³
ì³ñ³éíó ïðàöþ. Çà îñòàíí³õ ïàðó ðîê³â
çðîñëà ³ ìîæëèâ³ñòü ï³äòðèìóâàòè òóò,
ó ÑØÀ, òàêó ðîáîòó. Íà  æàëü íàø³ çóñèëëÿ ÷àñòî éøëè
íàí³âåöü çàâäÿêè êðèì³íàëüíîñò³ é íåäáàëüñòâó â Óêðà¿í³.
Òåïåð ñïðàâè çì³íèëèñÿ. Ìè ñï³âïðàöþºìî ðàçîì ç
óñò³éíåíîþ áëàãîä³éíîþ îðãàí³çàö³ºþ “Ôîíä äîïîìîãè ä³òÿì
×îðíîáèëÿ”. Ç íåþ ìè ìàºìî íå ëèøå ñï³ëüíó ìåòó, àëå
âîäíî÷àñ ìè êîðèñòàºìî ç äîáðå âñòàíîâëåíî¿ ïðèñóòíîñò³
¿õí³õ ïðåäñòàâíèê³â â Óêðà¿í³. Öÿ ñï³âïðàöÿ ïðèçâåëà äî
òðèâàëèõ ñï³ââ³äíîñèí ç äâîìà ñèðîòèíöÿìè. Â³ðí³ íàøî¿
Öåðêâè ñâî¿ìè ùåäðèìè ïîæåðòâàìè çì³íèëè æèòòÿ ä³òåé
ó öèõ ñèðîòèíöÿõ íà êðàùå–$300,000 íà íàïðàâè áóäèíê³â
ççîâí³ ³ âñåðåäèí³ òà óæå òðüîìà ì³ñ³éíèìè ïîäîðîæàìè
äî öèõ ñèðîòèíö³â, âëàøòîâàíèõ íàøîþ Öåðêâîþ. Îêð³ì

Áëàæåíí³øèé Ìèòðîïîëèò Êîíñòàíòèí
ï³ä ÷àñ ïðîìîâè.

His Beatitude Metropolitan Constantine
delivers opening remarks.
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 ñëóæáîâèìè îðãàí³çàö³ÿìè – Óêðà¿íñüêîþ
Ïðàâîñëàâíîþ Ë³´îþ òà ¿¿ ìîëîäøèì â³ää³ëîì
(Junior UOL). Âîíè º íàøèìè ïðèðîäí³ìè
ïàðòíåðàìè, ïðîïà´àòîðàìè ³ ï³äòðèìóâà÷àìè
Ñëóæáè ìîëîä³. Âñ³ ìè ïîâèíí³ àêòèâíî
ïðàöþâàòè íàä ïîáóäîâîþ ì³öíèõ îñâ³òí³õ
ïðîãðàì äëÿ íàøî¿ ìîëîä³.

Âïë³òàííÿ Ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ ó íàøó ñï³ëüíó
êóëüòóðíó ñïàäùèíó çàîõî÷óâàòèìå ó÷àñòü óñ³õ:
íîâèõ ³ìì³´ðàíò³â, ä³òåé ³ìì³´ðàíò³â ³ íåîô³ò³â.

Íàøà ìîëîäü ìàº ÷³òêî îêðåñëåíèé
ïîãëÿä íà ìàéáóòíº Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿
Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ. Âîíè ðîçðîáèëè ³ îïóáë³êóâàëè
öþ ñâîþ â³ç³þ íà Ìîëîä³æíîìó Ñîáîð³ ìèíó-
ëîãî ë³òà. Öÿ â³ç³ÿ ÿñíà ³ íàñêð³çü ïðàâîñëàâíà,
âáà÷àº Öåðêâó, çîñåðåäæåíó íà Õðèñòîâ³é íàóö³
àëå íå çàáóâàº íàøî¿ ñï³ëüíî¿ ñïàäùèíè. ×ëåíè
ö³º¿ Öåðêâè îá³çíàí³ ç³ ñâîºþ â³ðîþ ³
äîòðèìóþòüñÿ ¿¿ çàêîí³â, àêòèâíî ïðàöþþòü ó
áëàãîä³éíèõ ïðîºêòàõ ³ âò³øàþòüñÿ àêòèâíèì
ë³òóðã³éíèì ³ òîâàðèñüêèì ïàðàô³ÿëüíèì æèòòÿì.

Ïàí³ Íàòàëêà îïèñàëà öüîãîð³÷íó ì³ñ³é-
íó ïîäîðîæ ó÷í³â çàãàëüíîîñâ³òí³õ äî “Äîìó
Ðàôà¿ëà” ó Ñàí Ôðàíö³ñêî, ï³ä ÷àñ ÿêî¿ ï³äë³òêè
çíîâó ïîêàçàëè ñâîþ ãîòîâí³ñòü äî  áåçêîðèñ-
íîãî ñëóæ³ííÿ. À òîä³ ï. Íàòàëêà ïðîäîâæàëà
êàæó÷è, ùî íàøà ìîëîäü íå º ìàéáóòí³ì íàøî¿
Öåðêâè, âîíà º ¿¿ ñó÷àñíèì, à òðèìàòè ¿¿ çàé-
íÿòîþ öåðêîâíèìè ïðîºêòàìè, áóäå íà êîðèñòü
óñ³ì, ³ ¿é, ³ íàì.

Ìè â³äõîäèëè ç öèõ äîïîâ³äåé ç ïî÷ó-
òòÿì, ùî íàì ñë³ä çðîáèòè ïåðåîö³íêó
íàøîãî ñëóæ³ííÿ òàê, ùîá ìè âñ³ ìîãëè
ïðàöþâàòè íà ñëàâó Áîæó.

Ó â³âòîðîê ïîïîëóäí³, ãîëîâíèì
ïðîìîâöåì áóâ î. Ïåòðî ¥³ëêâ³ñò, à ïðîìîâ-
ëÿâ â³í íà òåìó: ”Äóõîâíå â³äìîëîäæåííÿ
ïàðàô³é”. Îòåöü Ïåòðî á³ëüø³ñòü ñâîãî
äîðîñëîãî æèòòÿ ïðîâ³â ó ì³ñ³éí³é ïðàö³ ³ â
ºâàíãåë³çàö³¿, ³ ìè âñ³ ç íåòåðï³ííÿì ÷åêàëè
éîãî äóõîâíèõ îçíàéîìëåíü. Ïî÷àâ ñâîþ
äîïîâ³äü î. Ïåòðî ç “îíîâëåííÿ ñâÿùå-
íèêà”, à òîä³ âæå ïåðåéøîâ äî îáãîâîðåí-
íÿ ð³çíèõ ñòðàòå´³é äëÿ îíîâëåííÿ íàøèõ
ïàðàô³é. Ùîäî ïåðøî¿ òåìè, î. Ïåòðî
çà÷åïèâ ïåâí³ òåìè, êîæíó ç ÿêèõ â³í áðàâ
ç³ ñâîãî âëàñíîãî äîñâ³äó ÿê õðèñòèÿíèí, ³
ÿê ñâÿùåíèê.

Â³ääàéñÿ ïîâí³ñòþ Õðèñòîâ³. Öå
â³ääàííÿ ñåáå òðåáà ïîâòîðþâàòè ùîäíÿ.
Ïðî öå, ñåáåâ³äàííÿ, òðåáà îáîâ’ÿçêîâî
ãîâîðèòè ìîëîä³ - ó÷íÿì ñåðåäí³õ ³ ñòóäåí-
òàì âèùèõ øê³ë. ßêùî ïðîïóñòèòè íàãîäó
ïîä³ëèòèñÿ öèì äîñâ³äîì ç íèìè êîëè
âîíè ìîëîä³, ³íøî¿ íàãîäè ìîæå íå áóòè.

Í³êîëè íå êèäàé. Òå, ùî ìè ðîáèìî ìîæå é òÿæêî
ðîáèòè, ³ ðîçïà÷ ïîñò³éíî ñïîêóøàº íàñ, àëå íàì òðåáà

ïîáîðþâàòè öåé ðîçïà÷ îá³òíèöåþ, í³êîëè íå
êèäàòè ñïðàâè. Ñèëà äëÿ öüîãî ìóñèòü ïðèéòè
â³ä Õðèñòà, íå â³ä íàñ ñàìèõ. Ìè ìóñèìî
âèòðèìàòè äî ê³íöÿ ³ í³êîëè íå êèäàòè íàøîãî
ïîäðóææÿ, íàøèõ ä³òåé ³ íàøîãî ñëóæ³ííÿ.

Äåñÿòèíà. Äåñÿòèíà ì³íÿº æèòòÿ. Ìè
äàºìî äåñÿòèíó íà ñëàâó Áîæó, à íå, ùîá
“â³ääàòè” ÷è òîìó, ùî öå äîïîìàãàº öåðêîâ-
íèì ïðîºêòàì.

Âò³øàéñÿ ³ ðîçä³ëÿé ïîâíîòó â³ðè.
Ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ äàº ñòàá³ëüí³ñòü ³ çàäîâîëåííÿ,
ÿêî¿ íå äàº í³ùî ³íøå. Ïî ö³é â³ð³ ìè ìóñèìî
æèòè ³ ðîçä³ëÿòè ¿¿ ç ³íøèìè. ²íîâ³ðö³ çàâæäè
øóêàþòü ÷îãîñü, âîíè íå âäîâîëåí³ ç òîãî,
ùî ¿ì ¿õíÿ ìîëèòâà äàº. Ìè ìàºìî íà öå
â³äïîâ³äü: Ïðàâäó ó âñ³é ñâî¿é ïîâíîò³.

Ïðîñòÿãàé ðóêó ³íøèì. Íå ìîæíà çî-
ñåðåäæóâàòè âñ³ íàø³ çìàãàííÿ íà ìîëèòâ³.
Òðåáà òàêîæ ñëóæèòè ñâ³òîâ³ áëàãîä³éí³ñòþ
òà ºâàíãåë³çàö³ºþ. Öå âåëèêå çàâäàííÿ, ³ ìè
ìóñèìî éîãî ïèëüíî âèêîíóâàòè.

Ðîçä³ëÿé ñâî¿ òàëàíòè. Êîæíèé ìàº ñèëó.
Òðåáà ëèøå âèáðàòè òå, â ÷îìó ìè âèçíà-
÷àºìîñü. Îòöÿ Ïåòðà, éîãî Àðõèºïàðõ³ÿ ïîáëà-
ãîñëîâèëà, çîñåðåäæóâàòèñÿ íà ì³ñ³éí³é ïðàö³
òà ºâàíãåë³çàö³¿. Íàì íå òðåáà áîÿòèñÿ ðîáèòè
òå ñàìå. Áîã âèêîðèñòàº íàñ òà é ³íøèõ, ùîá
çàïîâíèòè òå, ùî ïîòð³áíå.

Çíàéäè ñïîê³é. Íåùîäàâíî î. Ïåòðî ìàâ
ïðè÷èíó çàäóìàòèñÿ íàä ñâîºþ âëàñíîþ
ñìåðòí³ñòþ ³ çíàéøîâ, ùî öå ïðèíåñëî éîìó

ìèð ó Õðèñò³. Â³í ïåðåáóâ òÿæêèé ³ñïèò,
àëå Õðèñòîñ áóâ ç íèì, òàê, ÿê ³ îá³öÿâ,
ùî Â³í çàâæäè áóäå ç íàìè. Öåé “ìèð,
ùî ïåðåâèùóº âñÿêå ðîçóì³ííÿ” çàâæäè
íàñ ÷åêàº.

Ïiñëÿ êîðîòêî¿ ïåðåðâè î. Ïåòðî
ïîäàâ íàì äåÿê³ ïîðàäè ùîäî â³äíîâ-
ëåííÿ íàøèõ ïàðàô³é. Âñ³ì áóâ â³äîìèé
çàíåïàä ïåâíèõ íàøèõ ïàðàô³é, à òîìó
ïðèñóòí³ ñëóõàëè éîãî ïîðàä ç îñîáëèâîþ
óâàãîþ.

Ñåð³¿ äîïîâ³äåé. Öå âèïðîáóâà-
íèé ìåòîä äëÿ çá³ëüøóâàííÿ ïàðàô³é. Äëÿ
òîãî, ùîá íàâ’ÿçàòè êîíòàêò, ïðîìîâö³
ïîâèíí³ çîñåðåäæóâàòèñÿ íà çàãàëüíèõ
òåìàõ. Êîðèñíèì º òàêîæ, çàïðîøóâàòè
ïðîìîâö³â ³ç ïîçà ïàðàô³é: öå ï³äáàäüî-
ðèòü ì³ñöåâèõ ÷ëåí³â.  Âëàøòóâàííÿ åòí³÷íî
êóëüòóðíèõ ôåñòèâàë³â òåæ çâè÷àéíî
âèâîäÿòü ïàðàô³þ ç ³çîëÿö³¿.

Â³ääàí³ñòü ªâàíãåë³çìîâ³. Ïàðàô³¿
ìóñÿòü ñòðîãî ïåðåâ³ðèòè ñïîñ³á ñâîº¿
ïðàö³, ùîá ïðè ïîòðåá³ öåé ñïîñ³á çì³íèòè

íà á³ëüø åôåêòèâíèé. Íàïðèêëàä ïàðàô³ÿ, áàæàþ÷à
ïðèòÿãíóòè äî ñåáå íîâèõ ³ìì³´ðàíò³â ìóñèòü çàñòàíîâèòèñÿ
íàä òèì, ÿêà ìîâà áóëà á íàéá³ëüø êîðèñíà ó öüîìó
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(óêðà¿íñüêà, àíãë³éñüêà, öåðêîâíîñëîâ’ÿíñüêà). Òàêà çì³íà
ìîæå òÿæêî ñïðèéìàòèñÿ äåÿêèìè ïàðàô³ÿíàìè, àëå
â³ääàí³ñòü ÷àñòî âèìàãàº æåðòâåííîñò³. ßê ïðèêëàä î. Ïåòðî
ïîäàâ àí´ëîìîâíó ïàðàô³þ íàâåðíåíèõ íà ïðàâî-ñëàâ’ÿ,
ÿêà, ç ïðèáóòòÿì íîâèõ ³ìì³́ ðàíò³â,  ïåðåéøëà
íà 50 â³äñîòê³â íà àðàáñüêó ë³òóðã³þ. Âîäíî÷àñ
î. Ïåòðî ïðèçíàº, ùî íàïåðåê³ð öüîìó óñï³ø-
íîìó âèïàäêó, º äóæå âàæêî åâàíãåë³çóâàòè
â îäí³é ïàðàô³¿ ³ íîâèõ ³ìì³´ðàíò³â, ³ ïàðàô³ÿí,
ðîäæåíèõ â Àìåðèö³. ×àñîì á³ëüø äîö³ëüíèì
º ñòâîðèòè äâ³ ïàðàô³¿: îäíó äëÿ êîæíî¿ ³ç
öèõ ́ ðóï.

Íàø³ Âëàäèêè ïîñò³éíî íàãàäóâàëè
íàì ïðî ïîòðåáó, ïðîñòÿãàòè ðóêó íîâîïðèáó-
ëèì áðàòàì ³ ñåñòðàì ç Óêðà¿íè, òàê, ùî öå
ñòàëî ïîïóëÿðíîþ òåìîþ äèñêóñ³é. Òàê
âèãëÿäàº, ùî ëåãêî¿ ðîçâ’ÿçêè ö³º¿ ïðîáëåìè
íå ³ñíóº.

Âòÿãíåííÿ ä³òåé ó ì³ñ³éí³ äðó-
æèíè. Ä³òåé òðåáà çààí´àæóâàòè ó áëà-
ãîä³éíó ïðàöþ. Öå º íå ëèøå êîðèñíèì äëÿ
íèõ, äëÿ ïàðàô³é ³ ãðîìàä, àëå âîíî äî-
ïîìîæå ³ ç ïîêëèêàííÿìè. Òóò çãàäóâàëîñÿ,
ùî â ñåì³íàð³ÿõ º ëèøå ãîðñòêà ñåì³íàðèñò³â.
Òðåáà çàïîâíèòè íàø³ ñåì³íàð³¿. Ì³ñ³éíà ïðàöÿ ìîëîä³ â
öüîìó äîïîìîæå.

Âèâ÷àííÿ Á³áë³¿ â ïàðàô³ÿõ. ×è ðîáèòè öå â íåä³ë³,
ïåðåä ë³òóðã³ºþ, ÷è âå÷îðàìè ñåðåä òèæíÿ, àëå ëåêö³¿ Á³áë³¿
ìóñÿòü â³äáóâàòèñÿ. Îòåöü Ïåòðî ïðîïîíóº, âæèâàòè êîðîòê³,
ñåáòî ê³ëüêà-òèæíåâ³ ñåð³¿ ïåâíèõ ðîçä³ë³â. Òèï³÷íà âå÷³ðíÿ
ñåñ³ÿ âêëþ÷àëà á: ë³ò³þ, òåìó äëÿ äèñêóñ³¿, ïîäàííÿ ³
îáãîâîðåííÿ Ñâÿòî¿ ªâàíãåë³¿ íà íàñòóïíó íåä³ëþ, ìîëèòâó/
ïðîõàííÿ çàñòóïíèöòâà òà ê³íöåâó ºêòåí³þ. Öå âñå ìóñ³ëî á
âì³ñòèòèñÿ â îäíó ãîäèíó, ç îãëÿäó íà áàòüê³â ä³òåé, àëå
³íø³ áàæàþ÷³ ìóñ³ëè á ìàòè ìîæëèâ³ñòü ïîðîçìîâëÿòè
íåôîðìàëüíî äîâøå.

Äóõîâåíñòâî ìàº ºâàíãåë³çóâàòè. Îòåöü Ïåòðî
ðàäèòü, ùîá íàøå äóõîâåíñòâî ïðîïîíóâàëî ñâî¿ ïîñëóãè
óñòàíîâàì ïîçà ïàðàô³ÿëüíîþ ãðîìàäîþ; òàêèì, ÿê êîëåäæ³
(ïðîïîíóþ÷è ¿ì äæåðåëà äëÿ öåðêîâíî¿ ³ñòîð³¿, ïàòðèñòèêè,

ìîâ ³ ò.ä.); êëóáàì, ùî ïîòðåáóþòü äîïîâ³äà÷³â òà
ðàä³î ñòóä³ÿì.

Íå ñîðîìèòèñÿ ñâîº¿ ñïàäùèíè. Ï³ä ÷àñ “ïè-
òàíü òà â³äïîâ³äåé” î. Ïåòðî âèñëîâèâñÿ ñèëüíî çà
òå, ùîá ìè âæèâàëè íàøó êóëüòóðíó ñïàäùèíó äëÿ
ïðèòÿãíåííÿ òóò íàðîäæåíèõ àìåðèêàíö³â. Àìåðè-
êàíö³ ëþáëÿòü ä³çíàâàòèñÿ ïðî ³íø³ êóëüòóðè (ÿêùî
ëèøå öå ðîáèòüñÿ àíãë³éñüêîþ ìîâîþ). Öå áóëî
ñï³ëüíîþ òåìîþ ó äîïîâ³äÿõ êîæíîãî ç ïðîìîâö³â:
÷è ìè ºâàíãåë³çóºìî íîâèõ ³ìì³́ ðàíàò³â, ÷è ðîäæåíèõ
àìåðèêàíö³â, ÷è ïðîñòî â³äñâ³æóºìî â³ðó äàâí³õ ïàðà-
ô³ÿí, áóëî á äîáðå, ùîá ìè ïðîïîâ³äóâàëè Õðèñòà
òàê, ÿê ìè éîãî ñïðèéìàºìî ó íàø³é êóëüòóðí³é
ñïàäùèí³.

Ï³ñëÿ âå÷åð³ ³ Âå÷³ðí³ â³äáóëàñÿ çóñòð³÷ ç ìîëîääþ,
âëàøòîâàíà Íàòàëêîþ Êàïåëþõ-Í³êñîí, ÿêà âòÿãàëà
ïðèñóòí³õ ó àêòèâí³ ðîçìîâè òàê, ÿê ìîëîäü áóëà á
âòÿãíåíà â ïîä³áíèõ ñèòóàö³ÿõ.

Â ñåðåäó äåíü ðîçïî÷àâñÿ ïðîïàì’ÿòíîþ Ë³ò³ºþ
çà ñïîê³é äóø ³ºðàðõ³â, ñâÿùåíèê³â, äèÿêîí³â ³ äîáðîä³éîê,
ùî óïîêî¿ëèñÿ â Õðèñò³. Òîä³, ï³ñëÿ ñí³äàíêó, ä-ð ¥åéë

Âîëîøàê, íàóêîâåöü, àâòîð ³ ïðåä-
ñòàâíèê íàøî¿ Öåðêâè ó Êîì³ñ³¿ “SCO-
BA” ùîäî ìîðàë³ é åòèêè, äîïîâ³äàëà
ïðî ð³çí³ íàóêîâ³ âèíàõîäè ³ ñòàâëåííÿ
äî íèõ Ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ.

Äîïîâ³äà÷ ðîçïî÷àëà ç òîãî, ùî
çàîõî÷óâàëà âñ³õ ñë³äêóâàòè çà ðîçâèò-
êîì íàóêè, áî ³´íîðóâàííÿ äåáàòó íà
öþ òåìó ëèøå ïðèçâåäå äî êàòàñòðî-
ôè. Ìè ìóñèìî áóòè ïî³íôîðìîâà-
íèìè ïðî ïîäðîáèö³ ïîñòóïó íàóêè ³
ìóñèìî ä³ëèòèñü ç ³íøèìè äóìêàìè
ïðî òå, ÿê íàóêà (çàãàëüíà íàóêà ³ ñïe-
öèô³÷íà, ÿê íàïð. äîñë³äè íàä ñòîâ-
ïíèìè êë³òèíàìè) òîðêàºòüñÿ ïðàâî-
ñëàâíîãî ñâ³òîãëÿäó. Íàóêîâö³ âèâ÷à-
þòü ³ îïèñóþòü ñòâîðåíèé ñâ³ò, ïðèñòî-
ñîâóþ÷è ñâî¿ äîñë³äè äî ³íøèõ ãàëóçåé
íàóêè, ùî âêëþ÷àþòü áîãîñëîâ’ÿ,
ô³ëîñîô³þ òà ³íòó³ö³þ. Òîìó, ùî Ïðàâîñëà-

Î. ×àðëüç Áåêñòåð ï³ä ÷àñ îäí³º¿
³ç ðîçìîâ.

Fr. Charles baxter asks a question.
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â’ÿ º ïîâíîòîþ âñüîãî çíàííÿ, âîíî ïîâèííî áðàòè àêòèâíó
ó÷àñòü ó çàáåçïå÷åíí³ ïåðñïåêòèâè. Öå çàâäàííÿ óòðóäíþºòü-
ñÿ ÷åðåç áðàê ïðàâîñëàâíèõ ôàõ³âö³â, ñêëàäí³ñòü ñïðàâè, ³
âàãàííÿ â³äêðèòî âèñòóïàòè òà ³òè “ïðîòè òå÷³¿”. Òîìó, ùî áàãàòî
ñïðàâ, ÿê³ ìàþòüñÿ íà óâàç³ º çîâñ³ì íîâ³, äóæå ÷àñòî íà íèõ
íåìàº ñï³ëüíîãî ïîãëÿäó ïðàâîñëàâíèõ.

Ï³ñëÿ æèâî¿ äèñêóñ³¿, ä-ð Âîëîøàê ïåðåéøëà äî
ñïåöèô³÷íî¿ ä³ëÿíêè, à ñàìå, ä³ëÿíêè äîñë³ä³â ëþäñüêî¿
´åíåòè÷íî¿ òåõíîëîã³¿ òà äîñë³ä³â íàä ñòîâïíèìè êë³òèíàìè.
Ó ö³é äèñêóñ³¿ âèÿâèëàñÿ ä³éñíà ñêëàäí³ñòü ïðîáëåìè. ßê
ïðàâîñëàâí³ õðèñòèÿíè ìè ïîâèíí³ âõîäèòè â äèñêóñ³þ öèõ
ñïðàâ  ðîçóì³þ÷è, ùî ëþäñüêå æèòòÿ º ñàìå ïî ñîá³ ñâÿòèì,
³ ùî äîñë³äè, ÿê³ æåðòâóâàëè á éîãî, º ãð³øí³ ³ ñâÿòîòàòí³. Í³õòî
(ç ïðàâîñëàâíèõ) íå çàáàæàº ïåðåñòóïèòè öüîãî ïðàâèëà,
áåç ð³çíèö³ íà òå, ÿê³ ìåäè÷í³ äîñÿãíåííÿ öå äàâàëî á. Òèì
ñàìèì áëüø³ñòü ïðàâîñëàâíèõ çãîäæóþòüñÿ íà òîìó, ùî
çàðîäîê º ëþäèíîþ, ³ éîãî ñë³ä îáåð³ãàòè. Ìè òàêîæ
çãîäæóºìîñÿ ³ç ñâ. Âàñèë³ºì, ùî äîáðå ë³êóâàííÿ – öå äàð
â³ä Áîãà, ÿêèé ïîïîâíÿº òå, ÷îãî íåäîñòàº â óïàâø³é ïðèðîä³.
Âê³íö³, ïèòàííÿ ÷è ìè ìàëè á äîçâîëèòè äîñë³äè íàä ñòîâïíèìè
êë³òèíàìè åìáð³îí³â çâîäèòüñÿ äî ð³øåííÿ, ùî òàêå º åìáð³îí.
×è öå áóäü-ÿêà êë³òèíà, ùî çà ïåâíèõ îáñòàâèí ìàº ïîòåíö³ÿë
ñòàòè  ëþäèíîþ, ÷è öå – áóäü-ÿêà çàïë³äíåía ÿéöåâà êë³òèía,
êëîíîâàíà ÷è í³, ÷è öå – ëèøå çàïë³äíåíà ÿéöåâà êë³òèíà,
ùî ïåðåáóâàº â óòðîá³ ìàòåð³? Íà æàëü, â³äïîâ³äü íà öå íå º
î÷åâèäíà, íåçâàæàþ÷è íà òâåðäæåííÿ ñåêóëÿðèñò³â òà
õðèñòèÿíñüêèõ ôóíäàìåíòàë³ñò³â. Ïèòàííÿ öå âàæëèâå òîìó,
ùî ñòîâïí³ êë³òèíè ñòâîðåí³ ³ç çàïë³äíåíèõ ÿºöü (÷è êëîíîâàíèõ,
÷è çàïë³äíåíèõ ñïåðìîþ) ìàþòü á³ëüøó ñïðîìîæí³ñòü
çàñòóïèòè “õâîð³” êë³òèíè, í³æ ñòîâïí³ êë³òèíè ç ³íøèõ äæåðåë.
Öÿ òåõíîëîã³ÿ óìîæëèâëþº âèë³êóâàííÿ õâîðèõ, àëå ìè íå
ìîæåìî ¿¿ îäîáðÿòè, ÿêùî âîíà âèìàãàº æåðòâóâàòè æèâèì
çàðîäêîì ÿêîãî-íåáóòü òèïó.

Äîêëàä ä-ð Âîëîøàê íàãàäóº íàì, ùî Ïðàâîñëàâíà
Öåðêâà, ÿê Âò³ëåííÿ Õðèñòà ó öüîìó ñâ³ò³ ³ íîñ³é ïîâíîòè â³ðè,
ìàº âåëèêå çîáîâ’ÿçàííÿ çàïåâíèòè, ùîá â íàóêîâèõ äèñêóñ³ÿõ,
òàê ÿê ³ íà áîãîñëîâñüêèõ ôîðóìàõ ÷è ãðîìàäñüêèõ ç³áðàííÿõ,
ïî÷óëè ïðàâäó.

Ï³ñëÿ äîêëàäó ä-ð Âîëîøàê â³äáóâñÿ  ïåð³îä ïèòàíü ³
â³äïîâ³äåé ç íàøèìè Âëàäèêàìè. Ï³ä ÷àñ íüîãî Âëàäèêè

ïîä³ëèëèñÿ ç ïðèñóòí³ìè ñâî¿ì áà÷åííÿì ùîäî Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè òà äàëè â³äïîâ³ä³ íà áàãàòî ïèòàíü
ùîäî ïîä³é â Óêðà¿í³, ìîæëèâîñòåé àâòîêåôàë³¿ â Óêðà¿í³ ³ â
Àìåðèö³, ïîòðåáó ïðèòÿãíóòè íîâèõ ³ìì³´ðàíò³â, à âîäíî÷àñ
ëàñêàâî ïðèéìàòè “íàâåðíåíèõ” íà ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ, ùî äî íàñ
ãîðíóòüñÿ, ïîòðåáó ºâàíãåë³çóâàòè íàøó ìîëîäü ³ ñëóæèòè ¿é,
ä³ëèòèñÿ íàøîþ â³ðîþ ó Õðèñòà ç ïîòðåáóþ÷èìè òà
íåîáõ³äí³ñòü òîãî, ùîá ñâÿùåíèê îáñëóãîâóâàâ ñâîþ ïàñòâó
âæèâàþ÷è ¿¿ âëàñíó ìîâó.

Ó ÷åòâåð âðàíö³ Áîæåñòâåííó Ë³òóðã³þ â³äïðàâèâ
Âëàäèêà Àíòîí³é ó ñï³âñëóæ³íí³ îî.Ôðàíêà ²ñòî÷èíà, Ïåòðà
Ëåâêà, ³ºðîìîíàõà Äàíè¿ëà òà äèÿêîí³â Ìèõà¿ëà Ñàâà-
ðèíñüêîãî ³ Ìèêîëàÿ Øàïîâàëà. Ó ñâî¿é ïðîïîâ³ä³ Âèñîêîïðå-
îñâÿùåíí³øèé Âëàäèêà ãîâîðèâ ïðî ëèñò ñâ. Ïàâëà äî Òè-
ìîô³ÿ òà çàêëèêàâ íàñ óñ³õ áóòè â³ðíèìè íàøîìó ïîêëè-
êàííþ ³ Ãîñïîäåâ³.

Ï³ñëÿ ñâ. Ë³òóðã³¿ ïðîìîâëàâ î. Ïåòðî ¥³ëêâ³ñò,
ï³äòðèìóþ÷è âêàç³âêè Âëàäèêè Àíòîí³ÿ ³ çàïåâíÿþ÷è âñ³õ,
ùî éîìó áóëî íàäçâè÷àéíî ïðèºìíî ïðîâåñòè öèõ ê³ëüêà
äí³â ðàçîì ç íèìè. Â³í ïðèçíàâñÿ, ùî áóâ çâîðóøåíèé çì³ñòîì
äîêëàä³â ³ â³ääàí³ñòþ ó÷àñíèê³â ñëóæ³ííþ ó Õðèñòîâîìó
Âèíîãðàäíèêó.

Íà çàê³í÷åííÿ ÿ áàæàâ áè ïîäàòè äåê³ëüêà ñâî¿õ
âëàñíèõ ñïîñòåðåæåíü. ß – íîâîíàâåðíåíèé ïðàâîñëàâíèé,
à Óêðà¿íñüêà Ïðàâîñëàâíà Öåðêâà äëÿ ìåíå çîâñ³ì íîâà.
Õî÷ ÿ îáíÿâ Óêðà¿íñüêó Ïðàâîñëàâíó Öåðêâó âñ³ì ñåðöåì
ñâî¿ì, ³ çíàþ, ùî é âîíà ìåíå ïðèéíÿëà ³ îáíÿëà, ÿ ìóøó
ïðèçíàòèñÿ, ùî ÿ î÷³êóâàâ ÷àñòèííî çóñòð³íóòèñÿ ç îïîðîì,
ÿêùî íå ç â³äêðèòîþ íåïðèÿçíþ. Öå áóëî çîâñ³ì íåîïðàâ-
äàíèì. Íà êîæíîìó êðîö³, ïî÷èíàþ÷è ç ìî¿õ ïåðøèõ â³äâ³äèí
óêðà¿íñüêî¿ öåðêâè, ï³ä ÷àñ íàâ÷àííÿ â ñåì³íàð³¿ ñâ. Ñîô³¿, ï³ä
÷àñ ìîãî ðóêîïîëîæåííÿ, ³ äî ñüîãîäí³, ÿ çóñòð³÷àâñÿ ëèøå ç
ñåðäå÷í³ñòþ ³ ìèëîñåðäÿì. Íà ö³é, ìî¿é ïåðø³é Êîíôåðåíö³¿
Äóõîâåíñòâà, öå ïðîäîâæóâàëîñÿ. Î÷åâèäíî, ùî â³äáóâàëèñÿ
äèñêóñ³¿ íàä  áàãàòüìà ñï³ðíèìèõ ïðîáëåìaìè, íà ÿê³ ìè-
ñâÿùåíèêè ìàëè ð³çí³ ïîãëÿäè. Îäíàê óñå áóëî íà ñëàâó
Áîæó, òîìó, ùî âñ³ ìè ñòàâèìî Éîãî, íàøå ñëóæ³ííÿ Éîãî
Öåðêâ³ ³ ëþäÿì, ³ íàøó ëþáîâ îäèí äî îäíîãî âèùå â³ä
íàøèõ ïîãëÿä³â ³ ðîçá³æíîñòåé. Ìè ñïðàâä³ áëàãîñëîâåíí³
ìàòè òàêèõ ëþäåé çà ñâÿùåíèê³â ³ äóõîâíèõ îòö³â.

Ï³ä ÷àñ ðîçìîâè ³ç Âëàäèêîþ Àíòîí³ºì.
His Eminence Archbishop Antony talking with clergy.
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Ï³ñëÿ øêîäè, çàïîä³ÿíî¿ óðà´àíîì Êàòð³íà, à
ï³çí³øå é  óðà´àíîì Ð³òîþ, ãðîøåâà äîïîìîãà Êðàéîâî¿
ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ õðèñòèÿíñüêî¿ áëàãîä³éíî¿ îðãàí³çàö³¿
(International Orthodox Christian Charities - IOCC)
ïåðåâèùèëà äîòåïåð³øí³ äàðè âñ³õ äîïîìîãîâèõ à´åíö³é
ó ÑØÀ, ç³áðàâøè ïîâåðõ òðüîõ ì³ëüéîí³â äîëàð³â.

Åêçåêóòèâíèé äèðåêòîð  “IOCÑ” Êîíñòàíòèí Ì.
Òð³àíòàô³ëó ñêàçàâ: “ Öå áóëà ñïðàâä³ íàòõíåííà àêö³ÿ,
óìîæëèâëåíà ñï³âïðàöåþ áàãàòüîõ ïàðòíåð³â ïî íàø³é
ïðàö³. Ï³äòðèìêà ³ºðàðõ³â “SCOBA”, äóõîâåíñòâà ³ ¿õí³õ
ïàðàô³é, ïðàâîñëàâíèõ ³ åêóìåí³÷íèõ ïàðòíåð³â ³
â³ääàí³ñòü ³ ð³øó÷³ñòü Óïðàâè “²ÎÑÑ”, éîãî ïðàö³âíèê³â ³
äîáðîâîëüö³â áóëà ñïðàâä³ ïîäèâóã³äíîþ!” Âîíà ïîäàëà
êðàéíº íåîáõ³äíó äîïîìîãó äåñÿòêàì òèñÿ÷ æåðòâ
óðà´àíó, âêëþ÷íî ç ðîçäà÷åþ ¿ñòèâíèõ ïðîäóêò³â: ì’ÿñíèõ
êîíñåðâ, â³òàì³í³â, ïèòíî¿ âîäè, ñòåáíîâàíèõ ³ âîâíÿíèõ
êîâäð, ïðîñòèðàë, ïåëþøîê, îñîáèñòèõ òóàëåòíèõ ðå÷åé,
íàäóâíèõ ìàòðàö³â, ìåäèêàìåíò³â òà ³íøèõ ïîòð³áíèõ
ðå÷åé.

Çã³äíî ç ì³ñöåâèì äèðåêòîðîì  “²ÎÑÑ”, ïðèçíà-
÷åíèì íà òåðåí êàòàñòðîôè Ôðåíêîì Êàðë³íîì, ïåðâ³-
ñíèé ïåð³îä â³äãóêó íà ïîòðåáó, çîñåðåäæóºòüñÿ íà
çàäîâîëåíí³ íåãàéíèõ ïîòðåá, îáðàõîâàíèé íà 50 äí³â
ï³ñëÿ ïî÷àòêó ëèõà.  Ô³íàíñîâà ï³äòðèìêà, äàíà “²ÎÑÑ”
äëÿ ïîòåðï³ëèõ, çîñåðåäæåíà íà äîïîìîãîâ³é àêö³¿
ïåðâ³ñíî¿ ôàçè ï³ñëÿ êàòàñòðîôè.

“Â öåé êðèòè÷íèé ÷àñ ìè ïåðåäáà÷àºìî âèòðà-
òèòè âñ³ ðåñóðñè, äàí³ íàì äî äèñïîçèö³¿. Ìè íå “ñèäèìî
íà ãðîøàõ”, à âèäàºìî ¿õ øâèäêî, â³äïîâ³äàëüíî ³
ðîçñóäëèâî” – ñêàçàâ Êàðë³í.

Ó áåçïîñåðåäí³é, íàñòóïíèé ï³ñëÿ íåùàñòÿ
ïåð³îä, “²ÎÑÑ” çáèðàºòüñÿ çàñòîñóâàòè ïðîãðàìó øâèä-
êî¿ äîïîìîãè, áàçîâàíó íà ïðàâîñëàâíèõ ïàðàô³ÿõ òà
ñàìèõ ïàðàô³ÿíàõ. Ñêîðèñòàòè ç öüîãî ìîæóòü ðîäèíè,
ïîâàæíî àáî é ïîñåðåäíüî çàòîðêíóò³ êàòàñòðîôîþ. Çà
äîïîìîãîþ Ôàêóëüòåòó ñóñï³ëüíî¿ ïðàö³ ïðè Óí³âå-
ðñèòåò³ “Ðàéñ” óêëàäåíî àíêåòó, ùî âñòàíîâèòü
ð³çí³ ñòóïåí³ ïîòðåá ïîòåðï³ëèõ, ³ ¿¿ âæèâàòèìåòüñÿ
äëÿ âñòàíîâëåííÿ ïîòðåá ðîäèí, ùî ïîïàëè â
äàíó ãðîìàäó. Ïàí Êàðë³í íàçèâàº öþ äðóãó ôàçó
“ïåð³îäîì âèäóæàííÿ ³ ðåàá³ë³òàö³¿”, ùî ïðîäîâæó-
âàòèìåòüñÿ ïîçà òåðì³í 20 æîâòíÿ 2005 ð., íà
äàëüøèõ ø³ñòü äî äåâ’ÿòü ì³ñÿö³â çàëåæíî â³ä ðåñó-
ðñ³â, ïîñòàâëåíèõ äî äèñïîçèö³¿ ö³º¿ ïðîãðàìè.

Ï³ä÷àñ ö³º¿ äðóãîº¿ ôàçè, äî áåðåçíÿ 2006
ð.,ó ðîçïîðÿäæåíí³ “²ÎÑÑ” áóäå ìîá³ëüíà ìåäè÷íà
îäèíèöÿ- “van”, ùî ïîäàâàòèìå ìåäè÷íó äîïî-
ìîãó â îêîëèö³ Íîâîãî Îðëåàíó. Öåé ì³êðîàâòîáóñ
áóâ ïîæåðòâóâàíèé ò.çâ. Ì³ñ³ºþ ìèëîñåðäÿ (Mission
of Mercy), íåïðèáóòêîâîþ îðãàí³çàö³º¿, ùî ïîñòà÷àº

áåçïëàòíî ìåäè÷íó ³ ñòîìàòîëîã³÷íó îáñëóãó íåçàñòðàõî-
âàíèì ðîá³òíèêàì, á³äíèì, áåçäîìíèì òà åêîíîì³÷íî
ïîòåðï³ëèì ëþäÿì. Êàòîëèöüêà áëàãîä³éíà óñòàíîâà
Íîâîãî Îðëåàíó òàêîæ ñï³âïðàöþº ç ö³ºþ ìåäè÷íîþ
ïðîãðàìîþ, â ÿê³é áóäóòü ïðàöþâàòè âèêëþ÷íî ìåäè÷í³
ïðîôåñ³îíàëè- äîáðîâîëüö³.

Ïàí Êàðë³í òàêîæ ñêàçàâ, ùî ³ñíóº ùå áàãàòî
ïîòðåá ³ ìîæëèâîñòåé ïîñëóæèòè ó ïðîöåñ³ âèçäîðîâ-
ëåííÿ òà ðåàá³ë³òàö³¿, àëå ä³ÿëüí³ñòü “²ÎÑÑ” òåïåð
îáìåæåíà áðàêîì ôîíä³â.

“Ìè íàä³ºìîñÿ íà äàëüøó ùåäðó æåðòâåíí³ñòü
íàøèõ äîáðîä³¿â, äëÿ ïðîäîâæåííÿ íàøî¿ äàëüøî¿
äîïîìîãè. Â öüîìó ìîìåíò³ ðåñóðñè “²ÎÑÑ” – âè÷åðïàí³”.

“²ÎÑÑ” çàñíîâàíà 1992 ð. , ÿê îô³ö³éíà à´åíö³ÿ
ãóìàí³òàðíî¿ äîïîìîãè ïðè “Ïîñò³éí³é êîíôåðåíö³¿
êàíîí³÷íèõ ïðàâîñëàâíèõ ºïèñêîï³â Àìåðèêè” (SCOBA).
ßê äîñ³, âîíà ïîäàëà äîïîìîãó íà 200 ì³ëüéîí³â äîëàð³â
æåðòâàì êàòàñòðîô ³ ÿê äîïîìîãó ðîçâèòêó ó 29-îõ
êðà¿íàõ ïî âñüîìó ñâ³ò³.

Êîæíà ç äåâ’ÿòüîõ þðèñäèêö³é -÷ëåí³â “SÑOBA”
ï³äòðèìàëà àêö³þ äîïîìîãè “²ÎÑÑ” æåðòâàì óðà´àíó.

“ßêùî íå õîäèëî á ïðî âèñîêó ÿê³ñòü íàøî¿
äîïîìîãè-ñêàçàâ ïàí Êàðë³í-ñóìà – 3-îõ ì³ëüéîí³â íå
ðîáèëà á òàêîãî âðàæåííÿ.

Ìè äîêàçàëè, ùî ìè º åôåêòèâíèì ³ ñïðîìîæ-
íèì ÷èííèêîì ïîì³æ ðåñóðñàìè ³ ïîòðåáîþ. Ïðîâ³ä íàøèõ
öåðêîâ ³ ïàðàô³é òà ï³äòðèìêà ¿õ â³ðíèõ, ÿê³ òàê ùåäðî
æåðòâóâàëè ñâî¿ ðåñóðñè – ñâ³é ÷àñ ³ ãðîø³, óìîæëèâèëè
íàì ðîáèòè òå, ùî ÷àñòî âèãëÿäàëî íåìîæëèâèì â
îáëè÷÷³ òàêî¿ ìàñîâî¿ ³ íåãàéíî¿ ïîòðåáè.”

Íàøà Óêðà¿íñüêà Ïðàâîñëàâíà Öåðêâà â
ÑØÀ, çàâäÿêè ùåäðèì ïîæåðòâàì ñâî¿õ â³ðíèõ,
ï³äòðèìàëà öþ äîïîìîãîâó àêö³þ  ñóìîþ, ïîâåðõ
$52,000.00 .

ÏÐÀÂÎÑËÀÂÍI  ÃÐÎÌÀÄÈ ÑØÀ ÇIÁÐÀËÈ

ÁIËÜØÅ  ÒÐÜÎÕ  ÌIËÜÉÎÍIÂ

ÍÀ  ÄÎÏÎÌÎÃÓ  ÏÎÒÅÐÏIËÈÌ  ÂIÄ  ÓÐÀ¥ÀÍIÂ
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Âåíä³ Ãàéò

         ß íàçèâàþñÿ Âåíä³ Ãàéò, ³ ìè ç ÷îëîâ³êîì Êåâ³íîì
òà íàøèìè äâîìà äîíüêàìè æèâåìî â Ï³âí³÷í³é ²íä³ÿí³.
²ñòîð³ÿ óñèíîâëåííÿ íàøèõ äî÷îê ðîçïî÷àëàñÿ äâà ðîêè
òîìó, êîëè ìè áóëè ãîòîâ³ çàêëàäàòè ðîäèíó, ³ ó íàñ
âèÿâèëèñÿ òðóäíîù³ ç çà÷àòòÿì. Ãëèáîêî â íàøèõ ñåðöÿõ
ìè â³ðèëè, ùî Ãîñïîäü õî÷å, ùîá ìè ìàëè ä³òåé. ² òàê,
Â³í ïîâ³â íàñ â Óêðà¿íó, ùîá òàì çíàéòè íàøèõ äî÷îê.

Ïåðøó äî÷êó, 8-ð³÷íó Àë³ñó ìè óñèíîâèëè â
ãðóäí³ 2004 ð. ³ç ñèðîòèíöÿ â ïðè÷îðíîìîðñüê³é ÷àñòèí³
Óêðà¿íè. Ï³ä ÷àñ íàøîãî ïîáóòó âèÿâèëîñÿ, ùî Àë³ñà
ìàº ñòàðøó ñåñòðó Îëüãó, ÿê³é áóëî âæå 13 ðîê³â, ³ ÿêà
áóëà ãëóõà, òîìó ïåðåáóâàëà â îñîáëèâîìó
ñèðîòèíö³ äëÿ ãëóõèõ, â³ääàëåíîìó
 íà 3 ãîäèíè ¿çäè â³ä ñèðîòèíöÿ Àë³ñè.
Ä³â÷àòêà íå æèëè ïîñò³éíî ðàçîì âæå
÷îòèðè ðîêè.  Ó ÷àñ, êîëè ìè áóëè
òàì, ùîá çàáðàòè Àë³ñó, Îëüãó, ç
ÿêî¿ñü ïðè÷èíè, íå ìîæíà áóëî
óñèíîâëÿòè, òî æ ìè ìóñ³ëè ïîâåð-
íóòèñÿ äëÿ öüîãî â ÷åðâí³ öüîãî
(2005) ðîêó.

Ï³ä ÷àñ íàøî¿ ïåðøî¿ ïîäî-
ðîæ³, íàì òðåáà áóëî ïî¿õàòè äî
ñèðîòèíöÿ äå áóëà Îëüãà, ùîá îòðè-
ìàòè â³ä íå¿ äîçâ³ë íà óñèíîâëåííÿ ¿¿
ñåñòðè. Êîëè ìè òóäè ïðèáóëè, ìè çàñòàëè
¿¿ çà ïèñüìîâèì ñòîëîì, äå âîíà ïèñàëà
çãàäàíèé äîçâ³ë. ̄ ¿ ÷óäîâà ïîñì³øêà äî íàñ îñÿÿëà âñþ
ê³ìíàòó. Ìè äîâ³äàëèñÿ, ùî ðàí³øå âîíà ïëàêàëà
ïîáîþþ÷èñü, ùî âæå í³êîëè íå ïîáà÷èòü ñâîº¿
ñåñòðè÷êè. Ìè çàïèòàëè ¿¿, ÷è âîíà õîò³ëà á ïî¿õàòè äî
Àìåðèêè, òà ùîá ìè ¿¿ óñèíîâèëè. Âîíà áóëà ïðîñòî â
çàõâàò³. Äî öüîãî ÷àñó í³êîãî ç öüîãî ñèðîòèíöÿ í³õòî íå
óñèíîâëÿâ, áî æ ä³òè áóëè âñ³ ãëóõ³. Êð³ì òîãî, â Óêðà¿í³
ä³òåé ³ç ñèðîòèíö³â “âèêèäàþòü” íà âóëèöþ, êîëè ¿ì
ñïîâíÿºòüñÿ 16 ðîê³â, áî äåðæàâà ïðîñòî íå ìàº çà ùî
¿õ äîâøå óòðèìóâàòè. Ìè íå ìîãëè ïðèìèðèòèñÿ ç
äóìêîþ, ùî ñåñòðà Àë³çè, çà òðè ðîêè îïèíèòüñÿ íà
âóëèö³, ïðèðå÷åíà ìîæëèâî, íà ïðîñòèòóö³þ, íàðêîòèêè,
àëêîãîë³çì. Áî öå òðàïëÿºòüñÿ ç á³ëüø³ñòþ íå óñèíîâ-
ëåíèõ ñèð³ò.

Â ÷åðâí³ öüîãî ðîêó ìè ïîâåðíóëèñÿ, ùîá
óñèíîâèòè Îëüãó. Â³ä ãðóäíÿ ìèíóëîãî ðîêó ìè ïèñàëè
¿é ëèñòè òà ïîñèëàëè êíèæêè äî âèâ÷åííÿ àíãë³éñüêî¿
ìîâè ³ àìåðèêàíñüêî¿ ìîâè çíàê³â.  Ìîâà çíàê³â íå º
óí³âåðñàëüíà, ³ Îëüãà, çíàþ÷è ðîñ³éñüêó ìîâó, âèâ÷èëà
³ ðîñ³éñüêó ìîâó çíàê³â. Îòæå òåïåð ¿é ïðèéøëîñÿ
âèâ÷àòè äâ³ íîâ³ ìîâè! Òóò ïðèõîäèòüñÿ äèâóâàòèñü,
ùî ì³é ÷îëîâ³ê óæå ðàí³øå, ó êoëåäæ³, áðàâ êóðñè
àìåðèêàíñüêî¿ ìîâè çíàê³â, à ÿ º ì³ñöåâèì äèðåêòîðîì
“ñïåö.” îñâ³òè (special education) äëÿ ä³òåé ç ð³çíèìè
ïðîáëåìàìè íàâ÷àííÿ. Í³áè-òî Áîã ïðèãîòîâëÿâ íàñ íà
òå, ùî ó íàñ áóäå ãëóõà äî÷êà.  Í³êîëè â ñâ³ò³ ìåí³ é íå
ñíèëîñÿ, ùî áóäó ìàòè ãëóõó äèòèíó!

Êîëè 8 ÷åðâíÿ ìè ïðèáóëè äî ñèðîòèíöÿ Îëüãè
ìè äîâ³äàëèñà, ùî ä³òè “íà ë³òíüîìó òàáîð³” (ÿêùî öå
ìîæíà áóëî íàçâàòè òàáîðîì!) Ìè ïî¿õàëè òóäè, ³
ïîáà÷èëè, ÿê Îëüãà áàâèòüñÿ ç ³íøèìè ä³òüìè. Çàì³òèâ-
øè íàñ, âîíà ïðîñ³ÿëà óñì³øêîþ, ³ ì³öíî íàñ îáíÿëà.
Íàì áóëî ìîæëèâî, ïðîâåñòè äâà äí³ ç ä³òüìè “íà
òàáîð³”. Ö³ ä³òè íå ìàëè í³ÿêèõ ³ãðàøîê, ì’ÿ÷³â ÷è... Êîëè
ìè ïîãîñòèëè ¿õ áàíàíàìè, âîíè íå çíàëè, ÿê ¿õ îáëóï-
ëþâàòè. Íàøi â³äåî òà ôîòîêàìåðè ïðèâîäèëè ¿õ â
çàõîïëåííÿ. ß äóìàþ, ùî âîíè í³êîëè íàâ³òü íå áà÷èëè
ñâî¿õ âëàñíèõ ôîòîãðàô³é. ̄ õí³é îäÿã áóâ ïîíîøåíèé,

âçóòòÿ ïðîòîïòàíå! Ïåðåä â³ä’¿çäîì ìè êóïèëè êîæí³é
äèòèí³ ïî ïàð³ ÷åðåâèê³â.

Íàïåðåê³ð ¿õí³é ãëóõîò³, âîíè
ïîâîäèëèñÿ, ÿê òèïîâ³ ä³òè: áàâèëèñü,
ñì³ÿëèñü, âò³øàëèñÿ íàøîþ óâàãîþ!
Ìè ïîëþáèëè âñ³õ ¿õ, ³ òÿæêî áóëî
ðîçñòàâàòèñÿ ç íèìè.

Âåðíóâøèñü äîäîìó ç íàøîþ
äðóãîþ äî÷êîþ, íàøîþ æèòòºâîþ
ì³ñ³ºþ òåïåð ñòàëî çàâäàííÿ, ï³äíå-
ñòè ð³âåíü æèòòÿ ä³òåé â ¿¿ ñèðîòèíö³,

³, ïî ìîæëèâîñò³, çíàéòè äëÿ íèõ
äîì³âêè. Â Óêðà¿í³ çà íåâåëèê³ ãðîø³

ìîæíà ïðèäáàòè áàãàòî ÷îãî. Ìè ïîæåð-
òâóâàëè ãðîø³, ùîá âîíè ìîãëè êóïèòè ³ãðè,

êíèæêè, çàáàâêè, ìàòåð³ÿëè äî ìàëþâàííÿ, ïàï³ð.
Íà 70 ä³òåé ñèðîòèíöÿ, ÿêèé âîäíî÷àñ º îáëàñíîþ
øêîëîþ äëÿ ãëóãèõ, º ëèøå òðè ïðèì³ðíèêè êíèæîê
ðîñ³éñüêî¿ ìîâè çíàê³â. Ìåí³, ÿê ïåäà´î´ó, ìîòîðîøíî é
ïîäóìàòè, ùî â íèõ íåìà çà ùî êóïèòè íàâ³òü êíèæîê!
Ìåíå öå ïðîñòî îáóðþº, ùî â ÕÕ²-îìó ñòîë³òò³ ³ñíóþòü
ä³òè, ùî íå ìàþòü äîñòóïó äî êíèæîê.

Äèðåêòîð ñèðîòèíöÿ íàçèâàºòüñÿ Òåòÿíà Íºòêîâà.
ß í³êîëè íå çóñòð³÷àëà í³êîãî ç á³ëüøèì ñåðöåì! Âîíà
ïðàöþº â ñèðîòèíö³ âæå 33 ðîêè, ³ â³ääàº âñå, ùîá
äîïîìîãòè ä³òÿì, õî÷ ìàº ëèøå 50 äîëàð³â ì³ñÿ÷íî íà
óòðèìàííÿ ñèðîòèíöÿ. Êîëè ìè ç íåþ ïðîùàëèñÿ, ÿ
îáíÿëà ¿¿ ³ ñêàçàëà: ”ßê âàì ïîäÿêóâàòè çà òå, ùî äîãëÿ-
äàëè ìîþ äî÷êó íà ïðîòÿç³ 10 ðîê³â?” Î÷åâèäíî, áåç
ñë³ç íå îá³éøëîñÿ.

Äÿêóþ âàì, ùî ïðî÷èòàëè ìîþ ³ñòîð³þ. Ïðî
ïåðåæèòå íàìè â Óêðà¿í³ ìîæíà á ãîâîðèòè ö³ëèìè
äíÿìè. ßêùî âàì ö³êàâî äîâ³äàòèñÿ á³ëüøå, çíàéä³òü
íàñ íà âåáñàéò³ http://www.olgahite-adoptionfund.com.

Íà äàíèé ÷àñ ìè äóæå çàäîâîëåí³, ùî íàøà
ðîäèíà çàâåðøåíà, ç äâîìà äî÷êàìè. Âîíè òèïîâ³ ñåñòðè:
áàâëÿòüñÿ ðàçîì, ñâàðÿòüñÿ ì³æ ñîáîþ, çà÷³ïàþòü îäíà
îäíó… Íàì çäàºòüñÿ, ùî âîíè çàâæäè áóëè ç íàìè.
¯õíº ïðèñòîñóâàííÿ äî íîâèõ îáñòàâèí ïðîõîäèòü êðàùå,
í³æ ÿ êîëè äóìàëà. Ââàæàþ, ùî öå Áîæèé çíàê íà òå,
ùî ìè ìàëè ñòàòè ¿õ áàòüêàìè. ß, ÿê òî êàæóòü, ðàõóþ
ñâî¿ áëàãîäàò³, ³ ÷óþñÿ “îñîáëèâîþ”, âèáðàíîþ ìàò³ð’þ
öèõ ïðåêðàñíèõ, âðàæàþ÷èõ, òàëàíîâèòèõ ä³â÷àò.
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The structure that is known
as SS. Peter and Paul Ukrainian
Orthodox Church was built in
1911, a proud accomplishment
for a small coal mining town in
those days. One thing our
forefathers did not do or perhaps
could not afford was to place
appropriate signage indicating
the church’s location.

In this humble town with a
population today of 2500, this
was the last of three churches to
be built in the town known as
Bakerton (Elmora), PA.

On Sunday September 18,
the sign with church name and
liturgy schedule became a reality
for the parish when it was dedicated by
Fr. Paul Bigelow. The holy icon of SS.
Peter and Paul that was built into the
sign was blessed. It was a beautiful Fall
day in Bakerton. Parishioners looked
on proudly as it was a day that families
could reflect on how proud their
relatives would be.

Through a generous financial
donat ion
from the
Luis Palka
family, the
icon was
given in
memory of
their de-
c e a s e d

The celebration at St. Demetrius
Church in Carteret, NJ was a festive
commemoration. His Eminence Arch-
bishop Antony served an Archpastoral
Divine Liturgy; concelebrated with His
Eminence Protopresbyter Taras
Chubenko, pastor and Priest-monk
Daniel (Zelinsky).

The love of God the Father, Jesus
the Son, and the Holy Spirit infused all
who were gathered.

In coming together to glorify God
and in commemorating our Church on
St. Demetrius Day, I began to wonder:
Who is St. Demetrius?

 Demetrius was born into a life of
privilege and was the son of devout
parents. He succeeded his father as
commander of the army of Salonica.

His Christianity was hidden until
he was ordered by the Emperor to
slaughter all Christians in Salonica.
He loved Jesus Christ more than all of
the money and power which he had
acquired. In fact, he loved Jesus Christ
so much, that he was willing to give his
own life in order to glorify God.

In defiance of the Emperor’s
order to kill his fellow Christians, he
gladly accepted his fate, gave all his
belongings to the poor, was impris-
oned and then executed for his faith.

loved one and church member Helen
Palka. Once this sign was placed, the
area surrounding it was beautifully
landscaped with shrubs and fall foliage
by Frank and Irene Hanchar, members
of the church.

Two other signs were designed
and placed on the highways to indicate
the parish’s location.

Back row: Frs. John Sidor, Stefan Zencuch & Robert Popichak
Front row: Jan Jennings, Alexander Popichak, John Maiken and
Stephen Johnson

On Saturday October 22, Holy Virgin Church of
Arnold, PA celebrated its 80th anniversary with a Divine
Liturgy celebrating the feast of the Holy Protection of the
Mother of God, the Birthgiver-of-God.

Visiting clergy assisting the pastor, V. Rev. Fr.
Stefan Zencuch were Frs. John Sidor and Robert
Popichak. Altar servers were Stephen Johnson, John
Maiken and Alexander Popichak.

80th Anniversary Celebration

for Holy Virgin Church in
Arnold, PA

Patronal Feast Day
Celebration for St.
Demetrius Cathedral
in Carteret, NJ

SS. Peter and Paul Church (Bakerton/Elmora)
Erect,  Dedicate and Bless a New Sign
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Diocesan Church School Camp 2005

Each day of camp was dedicated to learning a different “I Am” statement from Christ.  The extensive two-week
program also included: daily prayer services and church school class, sports, swimming, Day of Prayer, Bowling

Night, Night Swim, hiking, International Night, Skit Night, liturgical and recreational singing, campfires,
and our awesome 4th of July Celebration! The campers and staff enjoyed a blessed and fun year

under the direction of Fr. Zinoviy Zharsky, Debra Burgan and Natalie Kapeluck Nixon.

“I am the Light of the World” - The campers and
staff gave a singing and dancing performace for
the residents at the Laural Manor Elderly Center

in Downtown Emlenton, PA.

Katie Zimmerman, Tamara Hluchaniuk and Kimberly
Graham join the other campers  in construction of 10
bird feeders as their All Saints Camp Service Project

Fr. Zinoviy and his daughter Maria help teach the
campers embroidery during their special interest class.

“I am the Bread of Life” - Camper Kristi Rozum
and Counselor Tracy Galla enjoy paska baked by

the campers during a special class conducted
by Willie Hauszczak.

Julian Burgan is the icon bearer for his cabin
during the camp blessing, held on the first day

of the encampment.

Staff members Mike Sally and Yuri Hladio
entertain the campers as kozaks during the

Ukrainian Talent Show.

Church School Camp  -  June 25 - July 9, 2006

Ukrainian Orthodox Word 33Vol. LV²  Issue I, January, 2006

 W
h
o

do

y
o
u

s
a
y

I am?

I

a
m
...



Please remember in your prayers...

   Ïðîñèìî çãàäàòè ó Âàøèõ ìîëèòâàõ...

Âi÷íà ïàì’ÿòü!

Memory Eternal!

ÑI×ÅÍÜ - JANUARY

135 Davidson Ave.

Somerset, NJ 08873

Tel (732) 356-0090    Fax (732) 356-5556

St. Andrew Church Goods and Bookstore

For orders, call Bookstore Ìanager Mrs. Shirley Skocypec
Äëÿ çàìîâëåíü òåëåôîíóéòå ïàí³ Øèðë³ Ñêî÷èïåöü

À NEW CD
ÍÎÂÈÉ ÊÎÌÏÀÊÒÍÈÉ ÄÈÑÊ

Nativity carols; Liturgical
Music - Ð³çäâÿí³ êîëÿäêè;

Ë³òóðã³éíà ìóçèêà

$15.00$25.00

À NEW PRAYER BOOK
ÍÎÂÈÉ ÌÎËÈÒÎÂÍÈÊ

(ADD SHIPPING CHARGES $3.00 FOR MEDIA MAIL)

×óäîâèé ïîäàðóíîê â
Ð³çäâÿíèé ÷àñ!

$15.00
2006 CALENDAR-DIRECTORY

ÊÀËÅÍÄÀÐ-ÄÎÂ²ÄÍÈÊ ÍÀ 2006 Ð²Ê

28th 1942 - PROTOPRIEST ISIDORE KOSTIUK

27th 1955 - PROTOPRIEST JOSEPH BODNAR

  6th 1958 - FR. STEFAN VULCHYN

  9th 1968 - PROTOPRESBYTER JOHN SAWCHUK

  9th 1968 - PROTOPRIEST LEV  WELESOWSKY

26th 1974 - PRTOPRESBYTER ALEXANDER DOWHAL

  9th 1984 - PROTOPRIEST MYKOLA UHORCZAK

28th 1990 - PROTOPRESBYTER JURIJ HULEY

17th 1996 - PROTOPRIEST  TYT MELNYCHUK

13th 1996 - REV. GREGORY WOLKOWYNSKY

19th 1999 - PROTOPRIEST MYKOLA HODYNSKY

10th 2002 - PROTOPRESBYTER PETRO BUDNYJ
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Holy Baptism...

As of 11/25/2005As of 11/25/2005As of 11/25/2005As of 11/25/2005As of 11/25/2005
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Holy Matrimony...

As of 11/25/2005As of 11/25/2005As of 11/25/2005As of 11/25/2005As of 11/25/2005

Asleep
in the Lord...

As of 11/25/2005As of 11/25/2005As of 11/25/2005As of 11/25/2005As of 11/25/2005

Gosnell, Virginia Anastasia  chrismated on

April 14, 2002,  in Holy Ghost Church, Coatesville,

PA Sponsor: Basil Athas  Celebrated by Fr. Gregory

Czumak.

Pappas-Van de Verg, Theodore Constantine baptized and

chrismated on October 23. 2005, in Annunciation G O Cathedral

Church, Baltimore, MD child of Christopher Forest Van de Verg

and Cleopetra Pappas. Sponsor: Stephen Demos  Celebrated

by Fr. Gregory Czumak & Fr Constantine Moralis.

Sekellick, Haley Caroline chrismated on September 23, 2005

in St. George Church, Minersville, PA child of Jason Sekellick

and Angie Lynn Graver. Sponsors: David Sekellick and Nikki

Studlack. Celebrated by Fr. Michael Danczak.

Sekellick, Jake Andrew baptized and chrismated on

September 23, 2005, in St. George Church, Minersville, PA child

of Jason Sekellick and Angie Lynn Graver. Sponsors: David

Sekellick and Nikki Studlack. Celebrated by Fr. Michael Danczak.

Wasyl Krasnobryzyj and Maria Maznizkyj in St. Andrew

Memorial Church Parish,  So Bound Brook, NJ, on  June 11,

2005,  witnessed by Walter Krasnobryzyj and Vera Gorloff

Celebrant:  Fr. Jurij Siwko

Paul Robert Sander and Natalia N. Yarr in St. Michael & St.

George Parish,  Minneapolis, MN,on  November 5, 2005,

witnessed by Mark A. Sander and Olga N. Jakubowski

Celebrant:  Fr. E. Kumka

Druash, Subdeacon Nicholas of Monessen, PA, on November
3, 2005, at age of 76, funeral November 7, 2005, officiating
clergy Fr. Gregory Woolfenden of  St. Nicholas Parish,
Monessen, PA.
Mantschenko, Peter of Southington, CT, on October 21, 2005,
at age of 82, funeral October 24, 2005, officiating clergy Fr.
Trynoha of  St. Mary Parish, New Britain, CT.
Nurko, Anna K. of Jacobstown, NJ, on October 25, 2005, at
age of 85, funeral October 31, 2005, officiating clergy Fr. Ivan
Lymar of  Holy Trinity Parish, Trenton, NJ.
Toth, Natalie of Macungie, PA, on November 3, 2005, at age
of 67, officiating clergy Fr. Myron Oryhon of  St. Mary Parish,
Allentown, PA.
Wanko, Ann of Southington, CT, on October 22, 2005, at age
of 32, funeral October 25, 2005, officiating clergy Fr. Trynoha
of  St. Mary Parish, New Britain, CT.

The UOW Staff

extends to all of our readers

our wishes for a very blessed and

holy Nativity of our Lord season,

and may He bless each of you with

a happy and healthy New Year!
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P. O. Box 495   South Bound Brook, NJ   08880

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USAUKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USAUKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USAUKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USAUKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USA

OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONSOFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONSOFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONSOFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONSOFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Get involved in the life of your Church!

The successs of all Church sponsored events depends upon your participation!

  We would be happy to include upcoming events of Eparchies, Deaneries,
Parishes and Church organizations in our Calendar of Events.

Please send information
to the attention of the Editor-in-Chief!

Jr/Sr Ukrainian Orthodox League Conventions
26-30 July 2006

Hosted by Holy Ghost Parish Chapters
Coatesville, PA

Church School Camp
June 25 - July 9, 2006

All Saints Camp- Ages 9-13

Teenage Conference
10-22 July 2006

All Saints Camp – Ages 13-18
(for Info about encampments contact

Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry
 (412-488-9664))

Mommy/Daddy and Me Camp
July 31- 4 August 2006

All Saints Camp- Ages 4-8 + Parent(s)

New Years Malanka
21 January 2006

Hosted by St. Demetrius Cathedral
Carteret, NJ

Lenten UOL Retreat
March 31-2 April 2006

St. Francis Retreat House
Bethlehem, PA

 

2005 College Student Mission Trip to Ukraine
4-20 August 2006

Sponsored by Consistory Offices of Youth and Young
Adult Ministry and Mission and Christian Charity

Lenten UOL Retreat
24-26 March 2006

All Saints Camp - Millennium Building
Emlenton, PA


