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From

the Editor's Desk... |'

There are plenty of things in this life which
we can be afraid of. I'm not talking about irrational
phobias which we joke about like fear of spiders, or
fear of the dark. I'm talking about things which any
sensible person might, quite understandably, fear, g
like pain and suffering, neglect. abuse, hatred,
violence, illness, death or loneliness. Further, some :
people have even greater fears in addition to those
above, like poverty, homelessness, starvation and war. It is eminently
obvious that there are so many things that we might fear. It is often
said that the opposite of fear is not bravery, but folly or ignorance.
Brave people understand fear, but chose to face up to the causes of
the fear. Only those who are truly innocent and ignorant of their
situation can really avoid fear.

Holy Apostle John in his first letter writes a lot about the love
of God; he also writes about fear. He says: ‘There is no fear in love.
But perfect love drives out fear. Because fear has to do with
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.” (1 John
4:18) | want to encourage you to focus on those words: ‘Perfect
love drives out fear.’

| wonder what you are afraid of right now. Probably several
things. Some of your fears might be about your own personal
circumstances. Some of your fears might be for other people’s needs
as you share their situation. Some of your fears might be for yourself
and other people in equal measure — perhaps you fear a future for
our Church, or you fear disorder in your family/local community, or
you fear injustice in the wider world.

St. John's letter is full of encouragement that enables us to
understand and appreciate how great our heavenly Father’s love for
us is. God’s love for us should inspire us to show love for Him in return
and to share that love with others. When we seek a closer and more
real experience of God's love for us our own love for others is
developed and completed. God is the source of perfect love, which
can grow in us and be shared by us.

St. John worries that the greatest thing we might fear has
not anything to do with our immediate situation. He thinks that our
greatest fear might be of God’s judgment and punishment. But St.
John wants us to know that God is Love. We can overcome fear by
discovering just how much God loves us and by becoming more loving
ourselves. As we experience more love for ourselves and as we share
our love for others, so we are enabled to overcome the fears we
have. The bravest people of all are those who not only openly and
intelligently face the situations, which might cause them fear, but
who bring so much love into those situations that fear is banished.
‘Whoever loves God must also love his brother.” (1 John 4:21) “If we
love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.’
(1John 4:12)

In the month of March, as we progress through the
season of Great Lent in preparation for Pascha, please remember
the words of our Lord as He faced the horror of His coming
death. He told his disciples: ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled
and do not be afraid.” (John 14:27)

(On the cover - St. Mary Dormition Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Jones,
Oklahoma.
Ha obknaguHui - uyepksa YcniHHa boropoaundi, [IxoyHc, Oknaroma).
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TOCTIUHA KOHPEPEHUIA
YKPATHCHKUX TPABOCAABHUX ETUCKOITIB
o3& MEKAMU YKPAJHU

BenukoriocHe nocsiiaHHs

“A T, KoM MOCTULL, HAMACTV CBOKO rOJI0BY, | /INLIE CBOE BMUY, 11{0D Ti1 [10CTY CBOrO HE BUABUB JIKOASM,
a OT1ieBi CBOEMY, 11j0 B TaiHi; | OTeLb TBIM, 11j0 6aYnUTb TAEMHE, BIAAACTb TobI 98HO.” (MT.6:17-18).

Jlopori vi yniobiexi OTui gyxoBHi | BipHi Hawoi CBAToI YkpaiHcbkoi [paBocnaBHoI LlepkBu
no3a mexamu YkpaiHn 1a bpatn i Cectpu 1o Bipi B YKpaiHi!

CnaBa Icycy Xpucty! CnaBa HaBiku!

EBopia Halwmx CBATKyBaHb Pi3gBa XpMUCTOBOrO i
BorosiBneHHsi ybyBae, YyfoBi Menofii # noesis Halumx | s
JOPOrOLHHIX KOMSAIB | KOSAOK CTUXAIOTh | AKICTb Ta KUbKICTb
Halloro “HacywHoro xJiba” noBepTaeTbcst A0
HopMarnbHoro. Tenep Micsist CFIABHOO Bif3HaueHHS |
TUX [OBOX BENIUKMX MOAIN B 3€MHOMY >XUTTI Ha-
woro locnopa lcyca Xpucra Hala Cadta NpaBo-
CnaBHa LlepkBa 3BepTae CBOIO yBary Ha HamBax-
nuBilWe CBATO B XPUCTUSIHCTBI Ha SIKOMY 3anexaTtb Halle
cnaciHHs i Bipa B boxecTBo Icyca HazapsiHMHa — BockpediHHs.
LieHTpanbHicTb L€l noAjl Ana XpuUctmsHCTBa KOHCTaTOBaHe
CeAtM TMaBnom — “ Konu x 60 XpucToc He Bockpec, To
MponoBidp Halla AapemHa, JapeMHa TakoX Bipa Halual
Konun x 60 XpmcToc He BOCKpec, Tofi Bipa Ballia JapeMHa,
- BM B CBOIX LLle rpixax,..” (IKop.15:14,17).

Tak gk Budneemcbka 3ops npuknmkana CxigHix
MygpeuiB NpUATLA NOKIIOHUTUCS M BLUAHYBaTV HOBOHAPOA-
eHoro Xpucta-[utaTu Tak i cBiTno BockpeciHHs xo4y 3aaneka
3aKJIMKAE HaC MNOJOPOXYBaTM A0 €pycanumy, Wob AyXOBHO
NPUAMATK y4acTb B TUX €NiYHUX Mofiax siki 3aBepLUnInCS
nepemMoroto Haf, cMepTio HalmM ChacuTeneM Icycom Xpructom.

[lyxoBHa nopopox Ao €pycanumy 3HaHa B Llepksi
Benukmm Moctom. Lle copok-AeHHWI BU3HAYEHWI Yac nepeq
CTpacHUM TUXXHEM NPUCBSAHEHNI CaMOonepeBipL|, NePeoLiHEHHIO
BapTOCTel, HAaHOBOMI3HABAHHIO BOXMX HaMIpIB CympoTK Hac |
Woro crofiBaHOK 10 HAc, HaBeAEHHIO PIBHOMIPHOCTU MiX HaLLIMM
LYXOBHUMW 11 MaTepisiibHUMK NoTpebamu, i LUIMPOMY CTapaHHIo
3yCTpiITK BENKWIKY Nofilo BockpecdiHHA KpalyMM HiXK MU CbOrOHi
Yepe3 CBiAOMe BBe[EHHS B Halle WOAeHHEe XUTTS [yXOBHUX
nikiB Ta nopag npununcaHnx Liepkeoto.

MoTpeba B TakoMy NpoLeci o4BMAHA 3 HACNIAKIB HALLOT
MPIXOBHOCTI 11 3aHEMNABLLIOrO CTaHy MPo L0 CMOBILLAE LLOAEHHO
Mac-Mefis. JIIOACTBO CTpak[dae 4yepes BiAYYXXEHHs Bif, CBOro
TBOpUS, Yepe3 MOro 3HeLIHIOBAHHSA XXNTTS OKPEMOT JIOANHN i
4epes MOoro cncTeMaTMyHe 3HULLIEHHS! CBOrO OTOYEHHS. BiaBep-
HeHHs Bif, bora JoBeno 4o Toro, Lo J0ACTBO 3BEPHYIO CBOIO
yBary Ha cebe, B 0OCHOBHOMY CTBopuIio 3 cebe Boxka sikoro
Tpeba obcnyroByBaT 6OraTcTBOM LIbOro CBiTy. BoHO 3abyro, uio
Moro “LlapcTBo He 3 Loro cBity “, i Wo Uifb A4 NIoACTBa BULLA
HiX TiNbKM 3a10BOMIEHHS MOrO MOTOYHMX MaTepisiibHMX NOTpeO.
XPpUCTOC 3aKfMKae Hac Ao Yorocb Buuoro — “Lykante X
Haunepl LlapctBa Boxoro 1 npasau Moro, - a Bce Ue BaMm
popactbes. “(MT.6:33).

BincTynneHHs nioactea Bin borom gaHux uinemn
[l0Befio 0 MapHyBaHHs BoratctBa Ha 30polo 3aMicTb
Ha TBOPEHHS e(heKTOBHUX CUCTEM 151 PO3MOAUIEHHS iXi
Ta iHWWX HeobXigHoCTe ©e3npaBHUM LbOro
3k CBITY. He Myape npr3HayeHHs pecypdiB 3anm-
LUMIIO NIOACTBO HEA0CTAaTHBO MIBFOTOBMEHUM
3MaraTmcs 3 3pocTalyMmn xBopobamm K
CHIA | HAAXOAAYOIO 3arpo3010 Bif, PYMHYOYOI
naHenigemii. MapHoTpaTCcTBO NMo30aBnse NoTepninmx Bif
KaTacTpod B Npupopi Ta HacNiaKiB rnobanbHoro TenniHHS
BiAMoBiAHOI gonoMorn wob BinOyaoBYyBaTU CBOE XKUTTSI.
O[IHOYACHO KON Dio-iHXeHepy AocliAYyioTs Crnocoom
BMKOpPIHEHHSI XBOPIO Ta (hiznyHMX clabocTelt, YacoM nopy-
LYYW FPAHNLI eTUKK 1 BOrocsIoBis, iHLLI NPOMOHYIOTL
abopLijio 1 NPUCKOPEHHs! cMepTi (eBTaHasis) K PO3BS3KI
NoACbKOMY ropto. [lepxkaBy HagMIipHO 00AapoBaHi
PIOKICHAMM - pecypcaMu MPUPOAN BUKOPUCTOBYIOTE CBOE
©oraTcTBo Wo6 LUaHTaXyBaTW IHLLMX JepyKaB | 10306aBnsaTy
iX MPAaBOM Ha CBOE CAMOBM3HAYeHHS. 3HEBaXKaHHA oKpe-
MM XXUTTSIM AOBOAWTb 0 CeKCyanbHOT ekcryaTaLlil XIHOK
Ta [iTel. IHCTUTYLii Ta BlopokpaTii KopropaLiit MatoTb HaxXu
[10 0COBMIMBOrO XUTTA B KOMY MPALIBHUKN 4acTo Oe3CUIIbHI
HaJaTtV iM [incHe Nioacbke 06mYYs.

Lle geski rnobanbHi HaCAKM HaLwoi yNaBLLIOT JIOACHKOT
npvpoan. Bce X Taky BOHW MaloTb CBiMI MOYATOK B B OKPEMOMY
NIOACbKOMY cepui. [epeTBopeHHs CycninbCTBa, ypaay, iIHCTUTYLT
4yM Kopnopauii MycuTb NOYaTUCS BiO, NEPETBOPEHHS KOXHOI
oKkpemMoi ocobu.

fKpa3 usa 3MiHa B HaCTaBfEHHI 3aBAaHHAM Benvkoro
Mocty. Hawa Cesita LlepkBa 3aknyKae Hac NOCTUTA Bif NEBHOI
AKOCTU M KiNbKOCTU iXi WoO cKyBaTW Halli NpucTpacTi i
CNpsSIMYBaTV HaLlly yBary o Yorocb BULLOMO i BiYHOrO. BoHa
3aKNIMKAE HAC NPUCBATUTI Oinblue Yacy MOMUTBI i TOMy BOHa
CTBOPWIA BIAMOBIAHI MONNTBM N CIy>KOW AN MOCUNEHHS 3BA3KIB
MK Hamu | Hawmm CoTBopuTtenem. JlitepatypHUmM i My3n4HA
3MICT LMX MOMMTOB [OMOMaralTb HaM BIOKPUTW [Bepi [0
HaLLOro cepus [ie MOYYTTA >Kaso 3a Hally MPIXOBHICTb MOXe
3apoamTnca. Mu OxXpeLLeHHi pa3 ANd HOBOIO XXUTTA B XPUCTI
arne KoM M1 NafaEMo MU MOXEMO NepexBaT! OXpPeLLEHHS
C/IbO3aMU — OYULLEHHSA HALLOT AyLUi Yepe3 NoKasHHS, CroBidb,
MPOLLEHHS 1 pOo3pilleHHs. Y Lern Yac M1 NOKIIMKAHI QifnTUCS
HalMM OoraTcTBOM 3 MoTpebylounmmn Haloi nomoui. bor
(3aKiH4eHHs Ha cT. 5)
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PERMTARNERNT CONFERENCE OF URRAJRNIAR
ORTHODOX BISHOPS BEYORND THE BORDERS

OF URRAJINE

Great Lent Pastoral Message

“But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face,
so that you do not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father
who sees in secret will reward you openly.” (Mt.6:17-18)

Dearly beloved Clergy and Faithful of our Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church beyond
the borders of Ukraine and Brothers and Sisters of the Faith in Ukraine,

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!

The euphoria of our celebrations of the Nativity of
Christ and the Theophany is subsiding, the wonderful melodies
and poetry of our treasured koliady and koliadky are ebbing
away and the quality and quantity of our “daily bread” is
returning to normal. Following the glorious commemoration of
these two major events in the earthly life of our Lord, Jesus
Christ our Holy Orthodox Church turns its attention to the
great Feast of Feasts upon which our salvation and our belief
in the Divinity of Jesus of Nazareth depend — the Feast of His
Resurrection. The centrality of this event for Christianity is
stated by St. Paul — “And if Christ is not risen, then our
preaching is empty and your faith is also empty.” “And if Christ
is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins!”
(1Cor.15:14, 17)

As the Bethlehem Star beckoned the wise men from
the East to come to worship and honour the newborn Christ-
Child, so the light of the Resurrection, beckons us to make our
way to Jerusalem to spiritually participate in the epic events
culminating in the triumph over death by our Saviour, Jesus
Christ. This spiritual journey to Jerusalem is known as Great
Lent. It is the forty-day period preceding Passion/Holy Week
devoted to self-examination, re-evaluation, re-discovery of God's
intentions toward us and His expectations of us. Itis a time to
restore a balance between our spiritual and material needs
and an honest attempt to meet the great event of the
Resurrection better than we are today, through the conscious
incorporation into our daily life of the spiritual medicine and
advice prescribed by the Church.

The need for such a process is seen in the manifestations
of our sinful and fallen state see daily in the mass media.
Humanity is suffering due to estrangement from its Creator,
its devaluation of individual human life and the systematic
destruction of its environment. Turning away from God has
resulted in mankind turning its attention on itself, in essence
creating of itself a god that must be served by the bounty of
this world. It has forgotten that His “Kingdom is not of this
world”, and that man’s purpose is greater than the satisfaction
of its immediate material needs. Christ calls us to something
higher: “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and all these things shall be added to you.” (Mt.6:33).

|‘

Humanity's departure from its
God-given purpose has resulted in the
squandering of wealth on weaponry
instead of creating effective systems
for distributing food and other necessities to the world’s
disenfranchised. The misquided allocation of resources makes
us poorly prepared to address the spread of disease such as
aids and the growing threat of a devastating pandemic. Poorly
designated wealth deprives victims of natural disasters and
the results of global warming from receiving the necessary
assistance to re-build their lives. While bio-engineers search
for ways to eradicate disease and physical disorders, sometimes
transgressing ethical and theological boundaries, others are
promoting abortion and euthanasia as solutions to human
discomfort. States with a disproportionate abundance of scarce
natural resources use their riches to blackmail other states
and deny them their right to self-determination. The devaluation
of individual life results in the sexual exploitation of women
and children. Institutions and corporate bureaucracies tend to
take on a life of their own and the people who work in them
are often helpless to give them a truly human face.

These are some of the global effects of our fallen
human nature. Yet, they have their beginning in the individual
human heart. The transformation of society, government,
institution or corporation must begin with the transformation
of the individual person.

It is this change of attitude that is central to Great
Lent. Our Holy Church calls on us to fast from a variety and
quantity of food in order to shackle our passions and to direct
our attention to that which is loftier and eternal. She calls on
us to devote more time to prayer and has created appropriate
Lenten prayers and services in order to strengthen the spiritual
bonds between us and our Creator. The literary and musical
content of these prayers assist us to open the door to our
heart where feelings of regret for our sinfulness may arise.
We are baptised only once for a new life in Christ yet, when
we fall, we are able to experience the baptism of tears — a
cleansing of our soul through repentance, confession,
forgiveness and absolution. At this time we are called to share
our wealth with those who need our assistance. God receives

(conclusion on p. 5)
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BernnkoriocHe rnocsiaHHs

(3aKiH4eHHs i3 cT. 3)

NPUAMAE Ui BYMHKM CYNPOTU IHLINX K BUSIBU N0OOBU
0o Cebe. "MonpaBai Kaxy BaM: L0 TiNIbKA BYUHUAN BU
OfHOMY 3 HaMMeHLLMX BpaTiB Moix LmX, - Te MeHi BU
BYNHUNKN". (MT.25:40).

Momopoxkyyn Ao €pycanmy Hadligymmo
NPWKIAAM NoAaHi HaM B EBAHIENbCbKX YUTAHHSX HA HENSaX
nepen Benukym Noctom. baxkaHHs 3ycTpiT Icyca CnoHyKano
3aKkxes, CTapLLOro HaJ, MUTHKAMW, BUSI3TV HA CMOKOBHWLIO.
Yepes Len BYMHOK IcyC MpuUBITaB MOro v BiABIAAB MOro xarty,
O [ani ChoHykKano 3akxes BiAWKoAyBaTM TUM KOro BiH
0OMaHmB. Taknn BYMHOK BIf, HAC Takox OyB GU MpUMHATUAN
BENMKOAYLIHO HalmMm FocnoaomM 00 BiH MpUKLLIOB cnacat He
3acympKyBaTn.

AKLLO MW CBIOOMI HALLOrO rpixa i AIMCHO KAEMOCS TO
bor Hac nigHece Tak K MUTHKKA, O CTOSAB 333y CUHArory,
3BO/IMB CBOI 04i 40 3eMJTi 1 MONMBCS, “Boxe, Oyab MUNOCTUBAIA
[0 MeHe rpituHoro!” (J1k.18:13)."b0 KOXeH, XTO MiAHOCUTLCS, -
Oyae NOHWXEeHWM, XTO X MOHMXKAETbCA, - TOM MigHeceTbca”.
(Jk18:14).

| BiH He NpoXeHe Hac, AKLO MU NMPpUMAEMO A0 Hboro
AK po3KasHWM bnyaHum CuH i ckaxkemo, ” Mporpimeca 1,
oT4e, NPOTMB Heba Ta CynpoTu Tebe, i HEOOCTOMHUN BXe
3BaTUCA CMHOM TBOIM”...(J1K.15:21).

Take HacTaBfieHHA nofjaHe HaMm UMK BiONIMHUMMK
npviKnagaMy HeobxigHe 4715 HALLIOro AYXOBHOMO MepeTBOpeHHS
AK | NepeTBOPEHHS BCbOrO JIOACTBA.

[opori bpat i Cectpun y XpucTi M, iepapxm MocTiHol
KoHpepeHUii YKpIHCbKMX [paBOCiaBHUX EMUCKOMIB M03a
MexaMm YKpaiHu BiTaemo Bac 3 noyatkom Benumkoro lMocty i
MOIMMOCh, OO 3 BoXOo MoMiYYlo Hallla MoAopoOX A0
€pycanmy byna oyxoBHO KOPUCHOIO AN Hac. Tak sk Myaped
3i Cxomy MpUHeCIN Japy At HOBOHAPOXKEHOro  XpUCTa-
[OnNTaTM Hexam ke | MY Mmig4ac Hawol JyXOBHOI MOOOPOXI
3000yaemMo Ti AyXOBHI Aapu ki NpUEMHI Ans bora i nonoxemo
X B Horax Bockpecnoro Xpucta.”CknaganTe X cobi ckapbu
Ha Hebi, oe Hi Miflb, Hi ip>Xa iX He HULLWTL, | Ae 3104il A0 HUX
He MigKonyTbCa Ta He KpadyTb. bo ae ckapb TBiM, - Tam byae
1 cepue TBo€E!”"(MT.20-21).

CnaBa Icycy Xpucty! CiaBa HaBiki!

+KOHCTAHTWH,
Murtpornonut YkpaiHcskoi [pasocnasHoi Llepksu B CLLIA | giscriopy;
+l0OAH,
Murtpononut YkpaiHcekoi [lpasocnasHoi LlepkBu B KaHaai;
+AHTOHIN,
Apxuenickorn YkpaiHcekoi [pasocnaBHoi Llepksu B CLLIA,;
+BCEBOJIO/,
Apxuenickorn YkpaiHcekoi [pasocnaBHoi Llepksu B CLLA,;
+lOAH,
Apxuenckon YkpaiHcokoi [pasocnaBHoi Llepksu B Aiscriopr;
+IOPINA,
Apxwvienckon YkpaiHcbkoi [lpasocnasHoi Llepksu B KaHaai,
+EPEMIA,

E€nckon €napxii YkpaiHcbkoi [NpasocnasHoi LlepkBu B Aigcriopi
Ha [lisaeHHy Amepuky,
+AHAPIN,
€rvickon YkpaiHcbkoi [NpaBocnasHoi Llepksu B Jiacriopi;

Great Lent Pastoral Message

(conclusion from p. 4)

these gestures toward others as expressions of love
toward Himself. “Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch as
you did it to one of the least of these My brethren,
you did it to Me.” (Mt.25:40).

As we journey towards Jerusalem we follow the
examples given to us in the Sunday Gospel readings leading up
to Great Lent. A desire to meet Jesus motivated Zacchaeus,
the chief tax-collector, to climb the sycamore tree. For this
effort Jesus greeted him and visited his home, which further
motivated Zacchaeus to make restitution to those he had
cheated. Such a gesture on our part would also be received
with great magnanimity by our Lord for He came to save not
to condemn.

If we are conscious of our sins and are truly contrite
then God will exalt us as He did the tax-collector who stood at
the back of the synagogue with his eyes cast downward praying,
“God be merciful to me a sinner!” (Lk.18:13). “..for everyone
who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted.” (Lk.18:14). He will not dismiss us if we
come to Him as the repentant Prodigal Son and say, “Father, |
have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no
longer worthy to be called your son.” (Lk.15:21).

Such an attitude as presented to us in these biblical
examples is one that is necessary for our spiritual transformation
and the transformation of all humanity.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, we hierarchs of
the Permanent Conference of Ukrainian Orthodox Bishops
beyond the borders of Ukraine greet you as we enter Great
Lent and pray that with God’s help our journey towards
Jerusalem will be spiritually beneficial to us. As the Wise-men
of the East brought gifts for the New-born Christ-Child may
we, during our spiritual journey acquire those spiritual gifts
which are pleasing to God and place them at the feet of the
Risen Christ. “.. Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do
not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.” (Mt.6:20-21).

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!

+CONSTANTINE
Metropolitan, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and the Diaspora
+JOHN
Metropolitan, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+ANTONY
Archbishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
+VSEVOLOD
Archbishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
+IOAN
Archbishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the Diaspora
+YURU
Archbishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+JEREMIAH
Bishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Eparchy of South America
(UOC of USA)
+ANDRIY
Bishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the Diaspora

Vol. LVI Issue III, March, 2006

Ukrainian Orthodox Word 5



| [OKAHHHA

3 4oro T104HY A ri/iakartu rpo BY1HKU

HELLIaCHOIro XXUTTS MoVoro?

SIKUV 1104aToK MOOXKY 51, XpucTe,

115 TernepiLLHbOro pyaaHHs?

Anie, ik MnnocepaHui, Aavi MeHI BIAMYLLIEeHHS IMPOBUH
(3 kaHoHy cB. AHApIS KpuTcbkoro)

CnoBamu “CnoBHUBCS Yac, Habnmannocs Llap-
cTBO HebecHe, nokanteca!” (Map.1:15) po3noyas CBOIO
nponoBiab Ao Mmofen Mocnoap Hauw lcyc Xpuctoc. Limmmn
0oXecTBeHHVMMU ClloBamMK NiATBEpAMB BiH 3aKknuKm
CTapO3aBITHIX MPOPOKIB [0 MOKasHHS, a 0CobMBO
Benmkoro lMNpopoka i Mpeatedi focnogHboro loaHa, koro
BCE XMUTTA | e CIYXXIHHSA CKI1aaanocs 3 NponoB.idi noka-
AHHA 1 CJTYXaHHS CMOBIdI TUX, WO Kasanucs, TUX, Lo
B13HaBanuM cBoi rpixv (MaTB.3:6).

3aknuk Xpwcra, Focnofa Halloro, LWo Kinye
noaen Ao NoKasiHHS, 3aBXAu OyB, € i byae akTyanbHUM
i cnacnTenbHUM. JTIoAMHA NOCTIMHO BTOMAE B rpixax. BoHa
namMae 3anoBiai boxi, 3HeBaxae 3akoH boxxun. [lymkamm
W OinaMmm 1 noMuciamu, BAEHb | BHOYI , HAa KOXHOMY
MicLi nioamHa rHiBUTL Mocnopa. Ane locnofs MHoromu-
NOCTUBUN. BiH He Xxo4e cMepTW rpillHMKa6 ane, Wwob BiH
HaBepHyBca i ByB >yByn (€3ek.33:11). locnoap xoue,
wob noaMHa BM3Hana cBOi NPOBMHK nepef Hum,
YCBIAOMMIIA CBOI MPIXM 1 Bif LUMPOrO cepus MoKasiacs.
Toni ocnodb NPoCTUTL M BCE, WO BOHA BYUHWMNA
Henobpe.

FocnofHi cnoBa:”lMNokantecs” NOBUHHI 3aBXAM
CTOSITU Nepep, HaLLMMM 04MMa, BPeHITK B HaLLIMX Byxax
Ta 3HaXoAMTUN MicLie B HaLLoMy cepLl. OcobMBO CJI0BO
NpOo NOKasHHS MOBMHHE BYTW ronocHWUM B HI Benmkoro
MocTy 1 3HAWUTU HaNeXHWW BIArYK B CepLi KOXHOro
BIpYIOHOI0O XPUCTUAHMHA.

Y1 yCBIAOMMSIEMO MU, KU BnarogaTHUM Yac
HaCTaE 4715 Hac, MPILLHMX JII0AEN, 3 MPUXOL00M Benvkoro
Mocty? Focnofdb B Ui AHI HaMbAMXKYe CTOiTb A0 HAC |
NPOMNOHYE HaM BM3HaTK Neped H1m cBoT rpixm. B 3amiH
3a Ue BiH gactb Ham CBO€ MpoLleHHs. Mu, Lo BHadAoK
HaaaaallyX LLIOAEHHNX rpixiB cTanv bopxHuKaMm y bora,
MOXEMO ofiep>KaTu MPOLLEHHS BCiX HaLMx 6oprie. Mu,
Wo 3abpyamnu BCIO Hally iCTOTYy, MOXeMO cTaTu
YUCTUMW. MK, LLLO MAEMO HeYUCTe CYMITIHHS 1 He MAaEMO
BiABarn MigHATM o4vel Hawux Ao Heba M Takox
NOAMBUTMCA CMINO B O4i CBOFO ONIMXKHBOrO, PanToMm
MOXEMO OYUCTUTUCA N CMINIMBO AMBUTUCA B O4i KOKHOMY.
HW, Wo 3acnyXunm cBoiMM MPOBMHAMW Ha MeKIo,
MOXeMO CnofiBatMcs pato. Mu, Wo HeceMo TAXKUN
TArap rpixis Ha co0i, MoXeMo No30yT1CS LIbOro Tarapy .
M, LLLO 3aCNyXXMNV Kapy, MOXEMO 0ep>KaTu MPOLLEHHS.

flka mpekpacHa 1 Benvka Haroga Ans rpilHol
TIOANHU NPUXOANTL 3 MOMeHTOM Benmkoro Mocty! fke
BenMKe WacTs M padicTb NPOMNoHye Mocnodb NOAVHI

yepe3z CBolo CBATy LlepkBy! Y YyeLl, noamHo? Yum ycBino-
MITIoELW cobi Le?

K TAXKKO, OfiHaye, NoAuHI cnpaeai NPUATA 3 Noka-
AHHAM fo Focrnoga. OfHi 3 Niofien He CroBifAOTLCA PrikKaMu,
iHLLI BInOYBaloTb CMOBIfb NPO JOACHKE OKO, a TibK HeBeMKa
4acTMHA NIOAEN MO CMNPaBXHbOMY KaETbCA U OfepXye
NPOLLEHHS CBOIX MPOBUH.

K YacTo NoAVHI OyBa€E TAXKKO Mi3HATL 1 YBIAOMUTI
cBoi rpixu! JlioAmMHa Boflie ix 6a4nTI B iiHWMKX, a He B cebe.
BoHa GaunTb ckanky B oL bpaTa CBOMOro, a KOMoAM X Y
BflacCHOMY oL He fgobadvae. MoB Ton dapucen, NoanHa
BoJlie cebe BUCTAaBNATA KpaLLoIo, K iHLWI NoAN; XBannTUCS
CBOIMWU APIOHVMMM 1 HAaCOM Maslo3HavYy4MmM 0o0pKUMUK
BYMHKaMW, He Aobavaloyy ofHO4aCHO B cebe TAXKKMX
nporpixiB. Taka NMofMHa He MOXe CnpraBgi KasT1cb nepeq,
FocnogoM. Ha 3anuT cBAleHMKA nig4yac cnosifi 4um
NporHiBuia BoHa Focnofa Ld MofVHa BIAMOBIAAE, LLO BOHA
3a cobolo HIHOro 0CcobNMBOro He NoyyBae. BoHa Aymag, Wwo
KON HiKoro He BOWNa, He orpabyBana, To BOHA 1 rpixis He
Mae. TMYacoM BOHa LLoJEeHHO Oyna M ropaolo, 1 3apo-
3yMIfI0l0, CKYMOl 1 NIHMBOIO, 3a3[PICHOI0 1 CBAp/IMBOIO,
HEBOAYHOIO 1 HEMPABLOMOBHOIO, HEMOKIPHOIO, OCYAXKyBana
IHLWMX | ©e37iY iHWMX YWMHUAA rpixiB. “Konm ckaxeMmo, Lo He
MaEMO rpixa, To caMi cebe oOMaHIOEMO i HEMAae B Hac
npasan” (1loaH 1:8).

Bynyuu ropfoto 1 caMontoOHolo, NoAMHA He Xoye
npv3HaBaTUCs B CBOIX rpixax. Ls i ropaictb Morna oyTu
MPUYMHOIO W IHLLMX TSKKKX MPIXIB. Hepe3 ropdicTb BoHa Morma
po361BaTK rpoMafly, a 0CO0MBO LIePKOBHY. Lie onH 3 TnX
rpixiB, LLLO NPUBIB 10 po3bUTTS Halloi YKpaiHcbKoi MpaBoc-
naBHoi LlepkBu. Mo33a BciMa “onpaBayiodnMm” npudrHamm
PO30UTTS, B FPYHTI NEXMUTb LIeK Xe rpix — ropficTb. YoMy s
Malo KOMYCb YCTYMUTK, Y KOMYCb Nignsraty. A 6 To wo?

CnpaBxHe nokasHHA nepen [ocnofoM Mae Matu
CBOEIO MepeyMOBOIO BENNKY XPUCTUAHCbKY YeCHOTY -
CMUpeHHs. TopanmM Bor npotuctaButbes. (1 Metp.5:5) bor
XMBe B COKpyLLIeHHOMY cepLi (Icai 57:15). XXepTBa borosi -
IyX cokpylleHHWn (McanoM 50). CMMpeHHa NoMHA He
BMBULLYE cebe BBaxae cebe HivMM, ckoopbuTb ayllelo 3a
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BYMHeHI rpixu, Big4yyBae Ha cobi BBeCh
TArap ix. Taka noauMHa nofibHa
MWTaPEBI, LLIO HE CMIE MIOHATA CBOTX O4en
[0 Heba 1 yNokopeHUM cepLemM Npu3-
HAETbCS 10 BCX CBOIX MPIXIB , HiYMM cebe
He onpaBAaylou, bnarayn nuile Muno-
ctv boxoi ans cebe.

[pyra BaxmnvBa nepenymoBa
CMPaBXHBOIo MOKasHHSA nepef, Mocnoaom,
LLLO BUMIIMBAE 3 NEPLUOI - Lie NPOLLEHHS
NPOBUHU OAMKHBOMY CBOEMY. [po Le
BMPa3HO rOBOPATb C/TOBA HaLli,”..K | MK
NPOLLAEMO BUHYBATLAM HawuM..". “bo
Konu npoLlatMmMeTe IIoAAM NPOBUHM X,
TO NPOCTUTL | Bam OTelp Ball HebecHUN
“roBopuTb Mocnodp B €aHrenii (Mats.14).
| Uue fICHO; fIK MOXeMO MPOCU-TU COOi
NpOoLUeHHs y bora NpoBWH HaLLKX, AKLLO
CaMi He MPOLLAEMO TUM, LLO 3aBUHUN
nepen HamMu.

MoKasHHA Halle Ma€ TOfj CeHC,
KON MM OJHOYACHO MOCTAHOBIAEMO He
YUHUTU TUX TPIXIB, B IKMX KAEMOCS, 1 clpaBfj ix Hamara-
EMOCS YHMKATU 3a BCAKY LiHY. Konm X 4epes MioAcbky
HeMiy | BnageMo B [esiKi 3 HUX 3HOBY, TO Hafjlo4MCb Ha
Boxke Munocepas, Lo Hakasye NpoLLaT BAM, L0 KaloTbCA6
NpUCTYNarMO [0 MOKAAHHSA 3 CJIbO3aMUM CMPABXHbLOIO
KasATTs, OMVBaIOYX HUMM HaLLi FPIXUA.

TaiHcTBO MOKaAHHA BCTaHOBMEHe cammm ocrno-
[oM. Focnofb Hal lcyc Xprcroc, xou sik cepueBmeLls 0a-
YMB HaCKPI3b KOXHY NIOAMHY, MonepeXyBaB BiAMyLLEHHS
rpixiB 3anuTom:"Xovell 6yT1 300poBnM?”(loaH 5:6); “ um
Bipyew ™1 B CHa boxoro?”(loaH 9:35). BianyLLeHHs rpixis
CyNpPOBO/IXXYyBaB HayKol:” He rpiin X Oinblue Wwob He
cTanocs Tobi Yoroch ripworo”(loaH 5:14). IpilHWL, WO
nnakana ripko Hafg cBoiMM rpixamu, BiH cka3as: “Tpouia-
toTbcst TOOI rpixi (JIyk:7:48). Byayun Ha XpecTi, NPUNHAB
CMoBiAb PO3M'ATOrO 3 HAM PO36iIMHMKA CKa3aBLIW:"ICTUHHO
Kaxxy ToOI: cborofHi 3i MHolo byfelu B pato#t”(Jlyka 23:43).
HilLlo iHWoro, ik cnoBifdb, OyB TpUYi 3BepHEHWI XPUCTOM
3annT Jo cB.anocTtona Metpa:"yn Tm noduil MeHe? nicns
TOro, AK nepep, CTPaXXAaHHAM XPUCTOBMM TOM >Ke arnocTor
Tpui Bigpikes BiA, XpucTa. [icTaBluv Tprdi BiANOBiab Bif
HBOTO, LLO JI0OUTL XpUCTa, 3HOBY MPUBEPHYB MOro XpUCTOC
B MpaBax arnoctona, ckasaswu: “Macw BiBui Moil”( loaH
21:15-17). Bnafy, NpoLLaTv Niofsm rpixu, nepefas locnofp
CBoiM anoctonam:"KomMy ofanyctute rpixm — TUM
OANYCTATHCH, HA KOMY 30CTaBUTe — 30CTaHyThes (loaH 20:23).
YuHi i anoctonn XpwucToBi nepefann Lo Bhagy CBOIM
HaCTyrnH1Kam. BoHV nepekasan iM NpoLoBXyBaTV BENMKY
CnpaBy MPUMWPEHHSA TPILLHOT NIOAMHM3 borom Yepes
TaiHCcTBO MMOKasfHHS. CnoBigb, AK NepeaymMoBy MOBHOIO
nokasgHHs, npummae Cam locnofp, WO HEBUAMMO
MPWCYTHIM MiAYac LpOro TalHCTBA, a CBALLEHWK NvLe CBIAOK,
Yyepes AKOro flioJMHa CNoBifAETbca boroai. AKLLo cnoBiab
3[INCHIOETLCA NI0AMHOIO Nepef, borom, To YoMy Mae OyTn
Le NocepeHnK — CBALLEHWK? A Mae ByTn ToMmy, Lo fK

TV WMPO KAELLICS Nepef TBOIM TBOpLIEM,
Bnagmkoto i borom, To Tobi Mae OyTu
Oy>Xe LHHMM MaTW BIMOBIOb Ha TBOKO
cnoBiap. [skyn BOrosi, 1o M MoXell
MoYyTM BIAMOBIAb 3 YCT TBOrO lyXOBHOIO
OTUAG AKMIM Oep>KaB MO HACTYMHULTBY
Bif anocTosliB Baay NpowaTtm 1 po3pi-
ATV JIIOACHKI Fpixu. Le ayxe Baxxnmee
TaKoXX 3 MCUXOMOoriYHOro 6oky. He Tinbku
MOE CyMMIHHSI Ma€e OyT MeHi BianoBiaato,
ane e XTocb HWWN , 9K MaE Ha Le
YMOBHOBAXXEHHS, MA€ [1aTV MeHi BiANoBiAb
Ha MoO€ KadATTa. fka Benuvka BignoBi-
OANbHICTb NEXUTb TYT Ha CBALLIEHNKOBI,
FK BaXJMBO 1 BIPHOMY LLIMPO CMOBIAATUCA
nepen HUM 31 CBOIX IPIXiB.

Konu B13HaeMO Halli rpixu, To BiH
BIpHWI | MpaBedHNIA, L1106 BiANycTATA HaM
rpiX M OYUCTUTK HAC BIif yCAKOl
HenpaBaW'”- roBOPUTL CB. anocTos loaH (1
loaH.1:9). Anocton §kiB nigkpecnioe:”
CnoBigante oauH Nepen, OOHUM TPIXW, i
MOJSIITbCS OAIMH 3a OOHOTO, OO cLinnmca Bam. (Skosa 5:16).

B nepLumx Bikax XpUCTUSAHCTBA OyNno HaBiTb Tak,
LLIO MOAM CNOoBIOaNucs nepen ycielo rpoMaaoio. Taka byna
BE/IMKA PEBHICTb MepLUMX XPUCTUSIH. BoHa He nepelu-
KofpKarna KasaTTio JoAMHK npen camum borom i nepen
CBALLEHMKOM , @ HaBMaKkK, e NocuoBana ue KasTTa.

Xaw uem vac Benvikoro Mocty byae Yacom HaLloro
LLMpOro KadTTa nepen, Focnoaom B TavHi CBATOro [MoKasHHS.
Xan Hallle cepue WMPOo NPUHOCUTL Yepes AyLnactmps 1o
npectosly BCeBMLLIHBOIO Hallle KasTTa 3 yCiX HaLLKWX TPIXIB.
Xar KaeTbCA KOXHWN: BYEHUWM | HeBYeHMIN, OIOHUN i
DaraTum, TOW,LLO 3aMMaE BUCOKe CTaHOBMULLE, i TOW, LLO
3aMMaEe Mane.

Bif, LMpOro KasTTa HALWOro, BU3HAHHS YCiX HALLMX
FPIXIB | MPOBWMH, BiA LWMPOro Oa)aHHs X yHMKATU Ha
ManOyTHE, 3anexaTnme He TiflbkM HamnpaBa Halloro
0CODUCTOro XUTTA, ane TakoX Crokin, nac i mobos y
HaLIMX rPOMajaXx i B yCin Hawwin LlepKai.

Focnoam, AOMNOMOXM HaM, o6 KasaTTsa ycx Hac
Oyno wmpe 1 noeHel
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radition: Prayer of St.

Ephraim by V. Rev. Dennis Kristof

The Prayer of St. Ephraim can be described as the
prayer of the fasts, especially the Great Fast. The
profundity of this prayer lies in the fact that it enumerates
the mostimportant and vital elements of our
spiritual lives. It begins with the negative
elements in the exercise of repentance, for
true repentance means a change of our
hearts and minds, turning them to God and
neighbor. The second part of the prayer
identifies the corresponding virtues that
should be cultivated to replace the vices
mentioned in the first part. The true road to
repentance is our striving to rid ourselves of
certain basic vices which undermine our
entire being, and replacing them with the
corresponding virtues, which are areflection
of the Divine Will for humanity. This prayer
can serve as a meditation for our spiritual
lives not only during the various fasts, but all
during the year and throughout our lives.
Though often not practiced, this prayer is
prescribed to be read in the weekday services of all four
Orthodox fasting periods. The first vice is
sloth. This refers to that strange laziness and passivity
which we allow to pull us down and hold us back. We
continually convince ourselves that real change and true
holiness s either not possible, too difficult for us to achieve,
or thatitis for someone else and not for us. It reduces our
lives to atremendous spiritual wasteland. In place of areal
conversion, we simply go through the motions, or do only
the bare minimum. We never totally commit ourselves to
Christ.

The second vice mentioned is faintheartedness or
despair. Our spiritual fathers have always unanimously
considered this to be the state which poses the greatest
danger to the soul. This renders us unable to see anything
good or positive about our existence. Itis aloss of hope in
the mercy, goodness, and providence of God. It is truly
suicide for the soul because we are unable to see the Light
which is God. Our faith is one that necessarily demands
that we maintain hope that God's Kingdom will be
manifested on this earth and in our lives. Despondency is
the lack of hope which means a weakness or absence of
faith. One who does not have faith is one who will not be
saved. Our Lord said: One who hears My word and has faith
in the One Who sent Me possess eternal life, (John 5:24).
Despair is a denial of one’s faith, and is a sin against the
Holy Spirit.

The third vice mentioned in the prayer is lust of power,
or acute ambition. This is not a condemnation of healthy
and balanced ambition, but of one which is all consuming,
atrue lusting after power and earthly importance for its own

sake. This desire results in the sins of selfishness, self-
centeredness, self-absorption, and egotism. This greed to
have material things, to be lords and masters over others,
is a denial of our God Who taught us to love
one another and to serve both friend and foe.
Jesus also taught that the last will be first
and the first will be last, and that true
happiness in life is not in being served, but
in serving others. He gave His Apostles a
vivid example of this at the Mystical (Last)
Supperwhen He washed His Apostles’ feet
(John 13:1-17). Ultimately, the need for
power reflects a lack of faith in the teachings
and promises of our Lord, God and Savior,
Jesus Christ. One is effectively rendered
incapable of truly loving one’s neighbor.
People become mere objects or ends to
your avarice. The lusting after material
possessions ultimately is a blasphemy
against our Creator, the Lord.

An interesting aside here is that in the
Greek version of this prayer, the vice of inquisitiveness is
mentioned in place of despair. This vice leads one to meddle
in, or concern oneself with another’s affairs. This is a very
subtle vice for it can disguise itself as the virtue of Love or
neighborly concern. One can only tell the difference
between this vice and virtue by honestly examining one’s
motivation. If one’s motivation is love, then it is a virtue.
However, if at the root or our motivationis actually nosiness,
orwishing to control or manipulate another’s person, then
thisis avice to be expelled. Thisis inreality a lack of actual
love. However, one can easily be deluded into believing that
love is our catalyst when interfering or undermining the life
of another person.

The final vice mentioned at the beginning of the Lenten
Prayer of St. Ephraim s idle talk. This particular vice is one
which we all should be able to appreciate. How often has
speaking too much either gotten us into trouble, or worse
caused another harm or hurt feelings. We have a Ukrainian
saying: The mouth has two locks, the lips and teeth. (Na
yazyk mayesh dva zamki, i zuby, i huby) Often, sadly, they
are very poor and faulty locks. More hurt and division has
been caused in the world by an injudicious statement, or by
speaking before thinking than by any other means. There
may be no greater sin than causing division or enmity in the
Church. This vice which on the surface appears minor has
proven throughout history to possibly the most deadly
precisely because it is so common and seemingly
innocuous.

The Prayer of St. Ephraim no transitions to the
mention the corresponding virtues with which we wish to
replace our vices. The first virtue for which we pray is often
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translated as chastity or discernment. The literal meaning
of the word in Greek and Slavonic is “full wisdom.” This virtue
is the ability to discern what is spiritually beneficial for us
in our lives as opposed to that which will degrade us. But,
this is not just a mental or intellectual process or
judgement. It is one which motivates our life and moral
choices. This also sheds light on what St. Ephraim meant
by “sloth” in the first part of the prayer: Spiritual and moral
sloth or laziness. Making salutary moral and spiritual
choices in our lives is not something that is accomplished
easily. Itis correctly called a struggle, the good fight. That
is why the Church refers to monks and nuns who lead
monastic lives, ascetic lives, as spiritual athletes. But this
Prayer of the Great Fast reminds us that this struggle is not
the exclusive domain of monastics. Itis a struggle in which
all Christians engage. We beg God to grace us with the
wisdom to recognize God’s Will for our life, and to choose
that which is good over that which is evil.

The second virtue is humility which works
symbiotically with first virtue. We cannot make the correct
choices using our own limited abilities. We must have the
humility to surrender ourselves to the inner voice of God
which is within us, our conscience. Human beings using
their own limited capabilities are easily led astray by
delusions and temptation. It was the ambition and pride of
Adam and Eve which led them to sin in the Garden for the
Serpent tempted them with the promise that if they ate of
the fruit, they would “be like God, knowing good and evil
(Genesis 3:5).” However, from that moment the human race
betrayed aninclination to choose the lesser path, the easier
way, selfish quests, or oftentimes, the unknown. We need
the humility to admit our human limitations and resign
ourselvesto our dependence on God. Human pride and lust
for power led to the Original Fall. Humility is the virtue which
restores us to life with God’s Kingdom.

The third virtue is patience. This may be the most
difficult virtue to acquire for people living in a western,
capitalistic society which emphasizes the importance of
taking control and producing tangible outcomes. Patience
requires the prior virtues, humility and discernment,
because it demands that we do things according to God’s
plan, a plan which we cannot foresee or predict. It requires
thatwe embrace long-suffering and perseverance. Too often
our efforts inrepentance are like the seed which falls upon
the stony path: They have norootin themselves, butendure
forawhile; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on
account of the word, immediately they fall away (Mk. 4:17).
One who endures to the end will be saved (mt. 10:22).
Patience endurance is only possible to those who have
suffered deprivation, but have not given up hope. Patience
and is the virtue which enables believers to humbly and
faithfully await the unfolding of God’s Divine Plan without
despairing, for one who despairsis lost. The condemnation
of Judas Iscariot was not because he betrayed our Lord, for
all the Apostles were guilty of that, but because he

Prayer of St. Ephraim the Syrian

Lord and Master of my life, take from me the spirit of
sloth, despair, lust of power and idle talk.

(Prostration)
But give rather the spirit of chastity, humility, patience
and love to Your servant.

(Prostration)
Yes, Lord and King, grant that | may see my own
transgressions and not to judge my neighbor, for You are
blessed to the ages of ages. Amen.

(Prostration)
The following is then repeated four times (to make a total of
twelve) with deep bows as we say:

God, be merciful to me, a sinner. (+ Bow)

God, cleanse my sins and have mercy on me.

(+ Bow)

Lord, forgive me, for | have sinned without number.

(+ Bow)
The Prayer of St. Ephraim is said straight through from the
beginning with a single prostration made at the end.

despaired of God's forgiveness and hanged himself.

The final virtue is love or charity which St. Paul
describes as the greatest of the virtues: Faith, hope, love
abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love (1 cor.
13:13). Love of God and of neighbor is the driving force for the
life of a Christian, the Two Greatest Commandments. Itis
love of God which inspires us to repent, to reform our lives.
Itis through love of neighbor that this love for God is made
manifest here on earth. The love required of us is the love
that God has for us: Unconditional love, love which expects
no reciprocation: “If you love those who love you, what credit
is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them
(Lk. 6:32).” Unconditional love is what sets believers in the
Gospel of Jesus Christ for all others above all others. Itis
love which makes us imperfect reflections of our Father in
heaven Who is perfect. All the ascetic efforts of fasting and
prayer during the Great Fast are for naught if we do not have
anincreasein love.

The Prayer concludes with a restatement of the Gospel
premise found in the gospel according to St. Matthew:
Judge not lest you be judged (Mt. 7:1). On Cheesefare or
Forgiveness Sunday Orthodox Christians embark on the
Great Fast with the lesson taken from the preceding
chapter of same Gospel account: If you forgive men their
trespasses, your Heavenly Father also will forgive you; but
if you do not forgive their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses. It is a stark reminder of this
foundation for all our Lenten efforts. We are in constant need
ofa Loving God Who is ready to grant us forgiveness, and
to give us the grace to purge the various vices which have
such a pernicious effect on the entirety of our lives.
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by Fr. Harry Linsinbigler

urial has always been an
important part of the
Christian Faith, and,

indeed, itis one of the several corporal
works of mercy and is found
throughout the Old and New Testa-
ments. Butwe find a startling passage
in Mt. 8:22 and in Lk. 9:60. Like most
passages that appear troubling atfirst,
if we see what it actually says, and
don’t ignore important details, we
normally find out what is going onand
learn more from the “tough” passages
than many others. Some mistakenly
read this passage as saying “don’t
bury your father” and some make an
even worse mistake of reading this
passage as saying “don’t bury the
dead.” But the passage does not say
“let the dead bury the dead,” as is
sometimes misquoted but rather, “let
the dead bury their own dead,” in other
words, implying that the man’s Father
had turned away from the Lord. He
belonged to the spiritually dead, and
thus, itis not believers who should be
burying him, but the spiritually dead,
who care as little as he did about the
resurrection.
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How can the Lord say this? Itis
quite obvious that burial is a very
important part of proclaiming the
general resurrection of mankind. Itis
very important to the early Church,
who “carried Stephen to his burial
..."(Acts 8:2). It is quite important to
the Lord Himself, asis indicated in Mt.
26:12, Mk. 14:8 and Jn. 12:7. We
certainly see its importance all
throughout the Old Testament. We are
to follow the Lord in all things, who
willed for his body to be laid to rest to
await resurrection. Indeed, even those
who died in sin were at least laid to rest
in respect of the general resurrection,
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including Ananias and Sapphira his
wife, who lied to the Holy Spirit (Acts
5:6, 5:10), although this burial was
clearly of a different character than that
of St. Stephen. For the faithful Stephen
there was everyone gathered to bury
accompanied with religious lamenta-
tions (Psalms and other spiritual
verses of lamentation—Acts 8:2),
whereas only one young men, and not
“all the pious men”went out, and there
were no such lamentations at Ananias
or Sapphira’s burial, who had died in
mortal sin; lying to the Church and the
Holy Spirit by surreptitiously withhold-
ing money from the Church. Indeed,
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burial is important mostly because we
are following Christ. We first do this
spiritually as we go into the font and
are “buried with Him in baptism” (Col.
2:12, Rom. 6:4). For we all become
“planted with Him in the likeness of His
Death,” in recognition and hope and
faith that “we shall also be of His
Resurrection” (Rom. 6.5). We also,
because we will be “raised with Him”
from death, also gently place the dead
body of the faithful in the grave, justas
He did, and we shall be raised from the
graves, just as He promised. There-
fore, since our Lord does not
contradict Himself, we need to look
closer at the details of this passage,
which quickly reveal the reality of what
is being said.

Our Lord certainly looks to burial,
since it will end with the resurrection,
as a sacramental thing, which is why
“we who are spiritually alive bury our
ownwho have departed in hope of the
resurrection, but let the spiritually
dead bury theirown dead.”

Infact, throughout all of Christian
history, and indeed, beginning with the
New Testament, we see that from the
beginning itis an act of mercy that we
are to bestow upon those who have
passed from this life in faith.

Anyone who was paying atten-
tion to the Lord would know already
that to the Christian, death is not
death, but a temporary departure.
Therefore, we lay someone’s body
gently to restin atomb until the day of
resurrection, when we will all no longer
sleep.

1. Thisman’sfatherinthis passage
is declared to be one of the spiritually
dead. He did not believe in God. Cana
believing man give an atheist burial to
an unbelieving man even who is his
father? This man has acquired life in
Christ. The Lord was letting this man
know that, as a follower of Christ, he
must not say “first | must bury my
father”, but rather “first I must follow
You,” and then all things would fall into
place. The man was clearly going to
bury his father in a manner that had
nothing to do with the Gospel of Life.
Indeed, well can our Lord did let him go
bury his father, but not with the
message of death that he formerly

would have had, for with that type of
burial “let the dead bury their own
dead.”

2.  Therefore, Christwas saying, not
just to this man but to all of us, look, if
you don'tbelieve thatitends here, then
you are not burying the dead, but
laying to rest one who is sleeping and
will be resurrected. For truly John 5
says all will be resurrected, some to
life and some to condemnation. But if
this man’s Father was a Sadducee or
an unbeliever he rejected the
resurrection of the dead.

3. Theexactquotation from Luke is
“leave the dead to bury their own dead,
but you go and declare the Kingdom of
God.” Thisisimportant. Certainly, the
Lord left burial as an example.
Religiously, itis very significantin our
declaration of the general resurrection.
However, we are not reading closely
enough.

4. The Lord commissioned him in
allthat he does to “follow Me” from that
very hour (Lk 9:59). However, the man,
misunder-standing that the Lord was
speaking of following Himin the larger
sense, and not just for afew days, said
“let me first go bury my father,” and to
go and bury him presumably with
customs that did
not proclaim the
universal resu-
rrection of John 5.
Therefore, with old
customs of burial
of a person who
will  be dead
forever, the Lord
says “let the dead
bury their own
dead”, but you,
go, don't “bury
him” as the
Sadducees that
have no belief in
the resurrection, but rather “go”, lay
him to rest as one who is to be raised,
“declaring the Kingdom of God.”

5. Thus, itis very clear, especially
in Luke, that our Lord was trying to
teach the man and all around him an
important message. He did not say
“don’t’ bury your father.” In fact, to
make it clear, He did not say “come
with Me” but rather “go”, but not as a

useless wretch doing a duty as though
not having become my disciple, butas
one proclaiming the Kingdom of God
and the resurrection.

6. It is very important to realize
important details of the account. In
both the original Greek and in the
English, people tend to ignore the
important second part of the Lord’s
response. But the text is quite clear:
The Lord grants his request, but
corrects his misunderstanding of the
Lord’s commission. The text is clear:

The man says “Firstlet me go...” (Lk.
11:59). The Lord does not refuse his
request, but rather grants it saying
“go...” (Lk. 11:60). In other words, the
man in this passage misunderstands
the Lord. He thinks the Lord physically
wants him to follow Him at that
moment. Christis asking him to “follow
Him” in all that he does spiritually.
Therefore, the Lord does not say “no,
come with Me” but rather says, look,
you are not burying a dead person but
laying to restone whois to be resurrec-
ted, and you follow Me not in footsteps,
but in proclai-
ming My King-
dom. Youdon't
bury dead peo-
ple “first” but
proclaim My
Kingdom in all
that you do,
including bu-
rial. Therefore,
go (lay your
father to rest),
butwhile doing
S0, and before
and thereafter, proclaim My Kingdom.
The Lord tells this to all of us. We must
have our priorities straight or else none
of our actions or decision making
process will be to our benefit, at least
not as it should be.

d.‘ b J.I' = J.I' =
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ITIOKASHHA BIJJKPHH MEHI JIBEPI, XXHTTAIIO/JABYE!

MicT - Yac NoOKaAHHA, NOCUITEHUX MOJTUTOB | HABEPHEHHS 10
bora. Benmknn llicT, W0 BCTaHOBAEHMI B MaM’ATb 40-AeHHOro nocty
Camoro lcyca Xpucta, Mae byTn Ans XpUCTUAHMHA KOXKHOMO POKY
Kyninno gna ayui. NMobaumBluy, WO BOHA 3abpydXeHa rpixamu,
moayHa Mae OMUTK 11 B Yaci MOCTy CJIbO3aMMU MOKAAHHS, OCBIKUTA
HaMNpPaBOolO CBOrO XUTTS, OHOBUTM OOPUMM Aiflamu.

Bxe Kinbka TvHIB 00 Benukoro [octy, CBata LlepkBa
NiArOTOBMISAE MOAVHY 00 HaNeXHOro npoBefeHHA CBATOI YoTupu-
necatHuul. B Hepinio Mutaps n @apuces, Ha NpUKNaai CMUPEHHS
MwuTaps, BKa3ye BIPHUM CUIy LIEl YeCHOTU. CMUPEHHST — [1e NepLUnm
KPOK Y HabnuxeHHI o bora, Ao 3MArLLeHHs 3aKkam’aHinoi B rpixax
NPUPOAU NIOAMHU, Lie ABEpPi 0 NOoKasgHHA. CMUPUBLLVCH | BU3HABLUA
CBOIO TPIXOBHICTb JMOAMHA, Ha MNpuknagl brnygHoro cuHa, fakomy
npucBsYeHa HacTynHa Hedins, BKa3ye Ha HeObOXiAHICTb MOCTaHOBM
nokasaTuch | NpunTK Ao bora, Aku HaBiTb HaMOINLLLOMY MPILLHOWKOBI
BioKpue no Cebe apepi 1 NpuimMe B CBOI ODIMMMN, KON Lien MPILLHMK
BM3HAE MPOBMHM CBOI 1 WMpo bnaratme bora npo npolleHHs. “4
>KMBY 3 COKPYLLEHHUMM | CMUPEHHVMM AyXOM, OO OXMBASTA OyX |
ceplie ix" — ckazaB ['ocnodb ycTamum npopoka Icai (Icai 57:15).

[ani npuxoamts Heping CrpawHoro Cyny. BoHa po3kpyBae
nepen HaMu BClO KapTUHY ManOyTHbOMO Cydy, O YeKae Hac. BoHa
Haragye Ham npo HeobXiAHICTL [OBPUX AN CynpoTn Ntofen. focnodb
CyanTIMe Hac 3a Te, K MU BIIHOCUNNCA OO moden, Yn bynm mu
Yyni Ha IXHE rope, Y/ HarooyBanu ix, Y OfArHYNN 1X, Y1 BiABIOANN
X y B"A3HKMLI abO LWINUTamMo, Y BTEPSIM IXHIO CJIbO3Y 1 3BECennn
IXHE ceple, 60 roBopUTb Focnodb: “ICTUHHO Kaxy BaM, O TiflbKK
BYMHUAM BM OQHOMY 3 HaMeHLWMx OpatiB Moix umx — 7o MeHi
BYMHUIU" (MaTB.25:40).

HapewTi ocTaHHA Hening nepen Benukum lMoctom —
MpouasbHa. "k nogsM BK NpoCcTUTe MPOBUHW IXHI, - FOBOPUTLCS B
€BaHrenii B Lo Hefdinto- To NpocTUTb | BaM OTelb Ball HebecHUI, a
KON BM He OyaeTe ntoaam npotluati, To 1 OTelb Ball HebecHUM
He oAnyCTTb BaM NMPOBWH Balnx (Mats. 6:14-15).

B noHepinok nicng wiel Hedini, NoYnHaeTbCA BXe Benukimnm
MicT i TPMBA€E BKIMOYHO A0 M'ATHWULI BepOHOro TWxHA. OCTaHHIN
TVKOEeHb nepepn BenukoaHiMM CBATAaMW TaKoX ille nicT, ane
cneuisnbHU B NaM’atb CTpacten [oCNOHIX.

Benukuim TlicT — HaMBaXUBIWKWWA 4ac Yy >KUTTI KOXHOIO
CMPaBXHBbOIO XPUCTUSHMHA. 3 PO34yJIeHM CepUEM, BUMOBIIAIOYM 3
rMOUHM Oyl CfIoBa 3 KaHOHY ¢B. AHAPIA KpUTcbkoro:"3BiaKy NOYHY
naakaT 3a il MOro XXUTTS, SKUM NMOKIaZy A NMoYaToK, XpUCTe, LbOMY
rofnociHHIO? Ane, K MunocepaHnm, apyy MeHi MPOLLEHHST MPOBUH"
Ma€ BCTYMUTU KOXKHWW BipHWW y CBATY HoTrpnaecaTH1LO — Benmkimin
MMicT.

LL|o6 3arHy3aaTi rpixoBHY NpUPOAY MOAChKY, NPUCTpacTHe
TiNo, onaHyBaTK 3Mi HaBWKW, 3anaHyBaTK Haf cobolo, NiofaMHaA Mae
cebe 0OMeXMTU B IXi , CTPMMATUCA BiA, CMOXMBAHHA CKOPOMHUX
peyen. [lyxke 4acto, ofHakK, y HaC HeMpaBUIbHO PO3YMitoTb MiCT,
OyMaloyu, WO CTPUMAHHS Bif, CKOPOMHOI iXXi, - Le BXe BCe.
CTpUMaHHA Bif, CKOPOMHOI 1XKO,- Lie TiflbKK 3aci0, Wob 3MILHNTK
CBOIO BOJO | AyXOBHI cunn. Konu niogmMHa He 3arHy3fae CBOIX
npucTpacTer, KoM NIoAMHA He CTaHe KPaLLoIo, KO Helo He onaHye
Opatonob’a i MMnocepas, HilLo He AacTb i OfiHe NKLLIEe CTPUMYBAHHS
BiO, XK. CBATe MNMcbMO HaBYae:"TlicT He MoMOoXKe YONOBIKOBI, SIKLLLO
3HOBY YMHUTb BiH Ti 5K caMi rpixi, 3a AKi NoCTUTb BiH” (C1p.34:26)

MicT — ue Havneplle NOKAsHHS, BU3HAHHS CBOIX
PixiB. B Yaci NOCTy KOXHUIM CAPaBXHIN XPUCTUSIHUH MaE
000B'13KOBO NPUCTYNNTU A0 CBsiToro TaiHcTBa CroBifj.

Konum koxHOoro AHsA 3a0pymKyeTbcs OpyaoM Tino
Halwe i M1 noTpebyeMo MoOro BMMBATW, TO fK Lie
BaXXNMBILLMM € OOMUTW AyLly Hally , SiKy 3abpyaxKyeMo
MW KOXXHOYaCHO Opya0oM HEeHaBUCHULITBA, 31100u, ocyaiB
i 6e3nivYto IHLLIWX rpiXiB.

LLloMHO ouncTmBLUM cebe Y Lmpii cnosifi (a He
hopMarbHIM) MOKEMO B OUMLLEHY NOCYAMHY Tina HaLoro
NpunHATM Hancesriwe i MNMpevecHe Tino i Kpos lNocnoaa i
Cnacutensa Haworo - lcyca Xpucra.

B vaci Benvkoro [Mocty 3BepTaemocs ao Focnopa
3 ocobnmeolo MonutBolo ¢B. Edpema CupuHa. B
KOPOTKMX CJZIOBax BOHA BMPA3HO MOBYAE HAaC No30yTnCs
"nyxa NiHMBCTBA, CyeMyapis, BNafonobcTea i nycToMoB-
CTBa,” a ofep>katn “ayxa YACTOTW, MOKOPW, TepnenmBoCcTm
n noboBn”. Hambinblue X 3BepTaEMOCh B LA MOSIUTBI
no Focnofa, wob AaB HaMm OayUTV MPOBUHW Halli | He
ocyayBaTu bpaTa CBOMOro.

Benukmn T1icT - Yac 3MILUHEHHSI [yXOBHUX CUJ
HalUKMX, Yac nepebopeHHs BCbOro 3100 B Hac. A Bce
311e MOXeMo nepebopoTH TiflbKKM MOJSINTBOIO | MOCTOM
(MaTB.17:21).YcBinoMneHHs 3Ha4eHHs Benvkoro Mocty,
HaneXHe nepeBefieHHs Moro, 3abe3neyye XPUCTUSHUHOBI
Ni3HAHHS WNSXIB BOXMX, SKUMW BIH MOBUHEH ITV Y LIbOMY
XWTTi, @ B ManbyTHbOMY MPMBOAMUTL A0 LApcTBa
HebecHoro. Caauy. A. [lybnsHcbkii
[i3Hiwe  €rckor i Mutporionur AHaronivi
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lpor. @. J1.

(BATd
MAPIA
CTHITETGRRA

JIvBHe nepeponxerHHs! Haazsu4arviHi KoHTpact!

3 MonoaMx NiT HEMOB Kymanacs B rpixax | Wo
Oinblue rpiwnna, To we Oinblie TArHyNo ii go rpixa.

Ta panToM y cepui rpiluHuLI 3abpeHina HoBa, A0
TOro He3HaHa HOTKa, | B Ayl 3aMiCTb OypXNMBOro 1
>KaxMBOro Ipixa, 3poamocs TMxe NoYvyTTs Tera i CBita.

barato B LbOMY A5 HAaC AMBOBUXXHOrO, Garato
HEe3pO3yMIJIOro B LIbOMY PanTOBOMY MepepOKeHHI.
MuMOXITe NPUXO4sTe Ha OyMKYy XpPWUCTOBI C/IOBa [0
anocrtornis: “He Bu B1bpanu MeHe, a {1 Bnbpas Bac...(loaH
15116).

A Mapia? Y BOHa cama 3Haulla CTeXKY A0
Hboro, 41 BiH NocTaBuB i Ha WO MyTb OBISBLUW CTPALLHY
rpilwHMLo CBoeto bnaroaaTTio?

MpOTK BOMI XO4ETHCSH 3anUTaTU: YOMY He 3 YNCTUX
AiB, WO 3 AUTUHCTBA NPUCBATUNM oMy CBOIO JI0BOB, Lo
He 3Hanu OiNbLL JOPOroro iMeHK, okpiM iMeHn ICYC, Wwo
He MPIASIY MPO 3€MHOI0 XEHUXA, a 3 TPEMTIHHAM YeKanu
0bpy4YHMKa HEBeCHOro, - YoMy He 3 LMX HaPOXKEHUX
NpaBefHULb 3 CePLAMY YACTUMU, K KPULLITAST, | BIGAAHMMN
Vomy, Focroap He BMOpaB TyT KOrochk, 106 MigHecT Ha
HEeOCSXKHY BMCOTY MOPasIbHOT [IOCKOHANOCTH, a MOKJIVKaB
rpiwHMUI Mapito 3 gyleio, NOBHOK 0e33aKOoHHA
MXOBHOMO Opyay, WO Brafia Tak HW3bKO A0 HaUrnmoLwoi
rpiXoBHOT Oe30HI?... YoMy Byno He iHakLLe, a came Tak?

B ubOoMy AMBHOMY MNepepomkeHHi Mapii Oyno
nokasaHo MoACTBY cuny bnarofati boxoi, Lo OHOBMSE
TPIXOBHY MpUpoay JIOOVHN, WO OrnpaBaye po3KasHOro
rpitiHKKa. Agpke Focnofb NPUALLIOB MPILLHKKIB CMacTy, a
He npaBenHuKiB! Mpuknag Mapii nokasae noaaM, WO
NyTb CMaciHHA He € BiOpi3aHa Bifg HAC, WO He MOXHa
BMnagat B po3nay i Kasatu camomy cobi”sl BnaB Tak
HI3bKO, IO MEHI BXXE HEMA HISIKOT MOXJTMBOCTU BEPHYTUCS
0o nobporo. Bce kKiH4eHo s MeHe, Bce 3arkHyno! [lono
MOIO BUpiLLIEHO!”

Hi, >xnttam Mapii €rmnetcbkol 'ocnoab Nokasas,
LLIO HeMa Takoi 6e30Hi, Kyan boxecTBeHHWM MacTmp He
niwoB 6w 3a 3arndnoto BiBueto CBoei ooTapu, W06
BMBECTW 11 3BIATINb | 3p0OUTM rOPAICTIO | NPUKPACOIO LINOro
crapa.

Mapis €rnnetcbka Oyna sickpaBUM MPUKIAA0M
TaKOro nepepoipKeHHs. Afe TakKoro NepepoOLKEHHS Y XXTTI
XPUCTUSH, 11O 3 ©e30eHb MOPOYHUX BUXOAMIN Ha AKX
n00pa, HeMOB TxHi OyLUi OyNo OBIIHO BECHAHOIO CBIXICTIO,
AKMMOCh LMIOLLMM NOAXXOM O51iarofatHoro paHky — 0yo
Gararo.

€ 4YnMano naen Takol BAaAdi, O HEe MOXYUb
TPUMaTUCA cepeuHU. 1A HMX OLHO 3 OBOX: Lier Kpaw,
41 MPOTUNEXHNK, Tak abo Tak, ane Hivoro cepeaHbOro! 3
ropaoio PILLIYHICTIO, 3 CTPALLHOO LLMPICTIO BiAAAOTHCS BOHU
NPUCTPACTAM, HE 3HaKUM BIVHY, HE TPMMAaUYUCb MIPU.
3[a€TbCs, BOHWM MOKISNUCS 3AMBYBaTU miofier be3npu-
MIPHOIO CUJIOK | OTUIHICTIO CBOIX TPIXiB... Ale fK 4acTo
Jecb TaM, FboKo B X AyLlax, Mg TOBCTOI KOPOIo rpixa,
>KEBPIOTb IHLLI MOYYTTA , WO CNPOMOXHI PO3ropiTnCs
NOMyM'IM MOKasHHS, KO iXHIX Ayl TOPKHETbCS brarofats
Boxa.

Togi NpMxoamTb Yac NepepoiKeHHs, Toal boxe-
CTBeHHWK [onoc NpomoBnsie CBiK BUPOK Haf, Lieto 3abya-
LUOIO, ane MOKJIMKAHOK [0 Besinyyg, icToTolo Boxolo:
"Docntb!”

| ocb ToAl poca bnarofati NaJae Ha 3abpyaHeHyY
rpixom OyLy. Toai TOYNHAETBCA HOBUM LLUIISIX O OHNLLEHHS
1 CBATOCTW.

Oue Ta NyTb, SIKOKO TaK Yy[EeCHO 11 CaMOBIApeYeHO
npoviwna MpenogobHa Matn Mapis €rvnetcbka. BoHa
“Bkpunacs XpuUCToBUM BoXeCTBEHHMM 3aKOHOM, BOHa
Npunna 0o Xpucra 30 BCE NMUIBHICTIO Ta NoOOB'0,
NOKMHYBLLM MonepenHio opory rpixa” (3 KaHoHy cB. AHOpIs
KpuTtcbkoro).
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by
Dobrodiyka
Barbara Kristof

| have been thinking about some of
the events that have taken place over the
past several months. One in particular
has haunted me since it happened: The
first mining disaster that occurred on
January 2 in West Virginia. Maybe this
is because | was following it so closely,
even staying up through those long, late
hours expecting a dozen people to
eventually emerge from that cave, or
because there were coal miners in my
not so distant past.

My mother’s father was a coal
miner who died before | was born. The
official medical reason for his death was
listed as a stroke, but my grandmother
always maintained that at 55 and 6’2"
tall, he was just plain worn out. She said
it was the mines that did that to him. He
often left his family in Pennsylvania for
weeks on end to travel and remain in
other states where there was even the
smallest potential for work. He would sit
endlessly outside of the gates of a mine
and wait for the slightest possibility of
being needed that day.

My dad’s father was also a coal
miner. With eleven children, he lived in a
“patch” where everything and everyone
was owned by the coal company. He
was injured in the Austro-Hungarian
army before fleeing to the US, and | often
wondered how that limp affected his
ability to work. Nevertheless, he and my
grandmother both lived a full life, but they
never left that company house. | have
fond memories of being black from head
to toe from playing in the slate
dump piles at the end of his red
stone alley. The whole neighbor-
hood had a smell that | can still
conger in my head to this day.

After serving in World War Il, my
father returned home to eventually take a
job in the mines as well. | remember him
talking about the canary that was always
taken underground with them. This bird
was their carbon monoxide monitor. If
the bird died, it was time for everyone to
get out. He eventually realized this was
not the future he wanted and a little over
ayear after | was born, he left mining
and Pennsylvania for good. However, it
did not happen without a price. He
ultimately qualified for black lung ben-
efits.

| guess that without realizing it, as |

watched and waited for a positive result
in West Virginia, | somehow connected
to those families who were patiently,
longingly, expectantly, anxiously,
awaiting good news. Any one of them
could have been my grandmother or
mother, and in fact, they were
someone’s grandmother, mother, sister
or brother. These people were not just
an anonymous group holed upin a
church. They belonged to an individual
family and to our national family.

This event also had me trying to
imagine what it was like nearly 50 years
ago for my grandfathers as they walked
each day into the black abyss of a coal
mine. As new immigrants with young
families, it was their only means of
support and they did whatever was
necessary to provide for their families.
Language was usually a barrier, but not
for this job. Anyone could crouch
themselves in half, wield a pick and
labor until his body had no more to give.
There were no unions for protection, nor
bosses who cared. Did this seem to
them like they had achieved the Ameri-
can dream, working in jobs that “real”
Americans left as soon as they could?

The more | thought about it, the
more | realized that they were more
American than those who arrived on
these shores on the Mayflower. They
came here under harsh conditions, but
they found a way to provide. They took
the jobs nobody else wanted, endured
ridicule and insults, just to give their

“We are invited to return to our “roots”
and draw closer to the One who gives
us strength and purpose.”

children the opportunity for more. They
gave their children the ability to dream
and the tools to fulfill those dreams.
They always saw more in this country
than any of us who were born here.
And what got them through this
self-imposed torture? Their Church.
Every little town, every “hill”, still shows
the evidence of that today. They kept it
near enough to provide the comfort,
support and hope they desperately
craved. In addition to being the one
familiar place in an otherwise new
environment, it was also the hardship
they were enduring that made their faith
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SO important.

It was so fitting that the families
in West Virginia were given a church
as their gathering and waiting place.
For once, even the press was
banned from distrupting the solace
as well as torment that those within
were experiencing. This Baptist
church became the symbol for all
that was happening during those
tragic 41 hours. Contrast the church
to the grim entry of the mine that so
many cameras were continually
monitoring. The world waited to
witness the miracle of life emerging
from that dark tomb of death. For
many, this was a foreign image. To
those sequestered in the church, it
was an anticipation they lived with
every day of their lives.

Many of us do not have such
concerns, making it easier to
succumb to the temptations around
us and to abandon our spiritual
heritage. How many times have we
entertained moving to a new city
without giving the slightest thought
to where the nearest Orthodox
Church was located? How often do
we just accept our friends and family
members who have chosen to fall
away from the Church? And some-
thing even easier to accomplish on
our own: How much is prayer a part
of our daily routine?

Lentis a good time to reflect on
and reevaluate our lives. The Church
gives us this penitential and prepara-
tory season for that very reason. We
are invited to return to our “roots” and
draw closer to the One Who gives us
strength and purpose. It should not
be necessary to experience misfor-
tune, discomfort, tragedy or pain
before we include God in our lives.
Nor do we have jobs that require a
specific prayer asking for God’s
Hand to be involved in every aspect
of our occupation (see box at right),
so we are not continually reminded
of the brevity of our earthly lives.

Most of us instead have been
given many blessings, but we often
neglect to send an appropriate thank
you note in return. We have come to
take them for granted.

Lent gives us the opportunity to

reflect on our
lives and to
exchange our
secular selfish
routines for
more spiritual
giving ones.
We are called
to return to
God through
prayer and our
Orthodox Faith,
and there are
many ways for
us to accom-
plish this.

Our
Church has
weekly Lenten
services that
help us focus
on becoming
more active in
our parish
liturgical life
and joining our | [ty
prayers to the i et
others present. Sl Shors b ey v
We might even . -Spar:
consider
inviting a fallen
away family
member or
guest to share
this experience
with us.

We can
try harder to
include prayer in our daily schedule,
at least before meals and before
retiring for the day - if we are not
already in that routine. We should
absolutely include and encourage
our immediate families to become a
part of this routine, and add the
“Prayer of St. Ephraim” for all to
learn. We can take a single moment
out of our day, any quiet time, to
recite even the simple words of,
“God, have mercy on me a sinner.” It
will remind us of who is really in
charge.

We can find ways in our
parishes, in our communities, and in
our world to reach out to those who
need a helping hand or a kind word
to get them through another day. We
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A copy of “A Miner’s Prayer” that acknowledges the dangers
and uncertainties inherent in the occupation as well as the
need for a firm foundation of faith.

are all God'’s creation and need the
basic dignity that deserves.

We should not forget about
fasting. If we do not already observe
the Wednesday and Friday fasting
rules, then this would be a good time
to start. Add to that basic guideline
in whatever way is possible for you
to maintain.

Most importantly, vow to be like
those mining families who waited in
the church for good news. Vow to be
present to witness the miracle of Life
springing forth from the dark tomb of
death. We will be ready to rejoice in
the Good News of Christ's Resurrec-
tion.
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Our 2005 Co/@e Student Mi

From the Editor’s Desk: Dear readers, once
again it is a great blessing for me to greet you on
these four pages of our UOW. As we promised in
October 2005 issue the following article is written by

The morning after
returning from our mission trip
| was up early due to jetlag. |
walked down the stairs of St.
Sophia’s Seminary to find two
other team members wide
awake. | couldn’t believe that
the trip | had anticipated for
over 8 months had come to
an end. | couldn’t believe that
in a matter of hours | would
be on a flight home to return
to normal life. It was all so
surreal. | sat and reminisced
with Michael Nakonachny and
Hans Harasimchuk until |
decided to go visit my grand-
parent’s graves. Michael
decided to accompany me. As
we made our way to the
gravesite we kept recalling
memories we had made over
the past sixteen days. Once
we were graveside | found a
quaint spot for us to sit and
reflect. That’s when | started
to cry. Completely baffled,
Michael asked why | was
crying. Flooded with emotions,
| tried to pinpoint the reason
for me being so emotional. It
wasn't the children, it wasn’t

Laryssa Tchaikowska, member of our Church’s 2005
College Student Mission Team, and parishioner of St.
Vladimir Cathedral, Chicago, IL.

streaming down my face,
almost in a child-like manner, |
answered, “I don’t want to go
home!”

For the past four years, my
summers were planned around
Diocesan Church School Camp
or Teenage Conference. Serving
as a counselor at these camps
would provide the spiritua-lity |
would need for the upcoming
year. It was and is a very simple
way to re-new one’s dedication
to our Lord as well as our holy
Ukrainian Orthodox Church.
Since | could only dedicate
myself to one of these amazing
programs, | decided that |
needed to make my desire to
serve on the mission team a
reality. | nee-ded spiritual
fulfillment and thought this
would be the best way to
attain it. Back then, | would have
never guessed this trip and my
fellow team members would
have such an impact on my life.

Sitting at the dinner table
at the Fisher House during our
orientation, it was evident that
Hans, Michael, Eric, Jason, Jared,
Katya, Kathy and | (not to

any hurt, and it wasn't any pain. Finally, with tears forget my sister, Tanya) each came from very different




backgrounds. When introducing ourselves
we mentioned different aspirations and
reasons for serving on this mission trip.
We looked different, talked differently,
dressed differently, and acted differently.
But the second we stepped into
Znamyanka it was astonishing to see how
we were a “perfect fit”.

The majority of the other team
members were people | knew from camp.
Some were good friends. Some were
acquaintances. And two | had never met
before. It took only moments for me to
realize what an incredible group of people
had come together to give the orphans
in Znamyanka and Zaluchya all their love
and affection. Looking at the surface
of each individual, | wouldn’t have
assumed that this unique group of people
possessed such a large amount of
compassion. It was when we walked
through the doors of the children’s rooms
in Znamyanka that | noticed for the first
time our exceptionality. We were put

into one of the most difficult situations we will ever experience.
All of our uncertainties and fears were placed before us. But
with an enormous amount of strength and selflessness, all
nine of us went to each child and touched every one.

Aside from the fact that this year’s mission team
was made up of nine remarkable people, there was one

T

j thing that motivated us to make an

incredible effort: the children. Throughout
our entire stay in both orphanages we

8 were loved unconditionally by these

children. It was evident by the way they
would call our names, by their smiles, by
their laughs, their hugs, and their kisses.
Surprisingly, their acceptance brought on
more and more motivation and energy
each day. There wasn't a second that
went by that we didn’t see or feel their
love. This love wasn't determined by who
we were or our appearance. This love
was one of a kind. This was love in its
purest form. It was incomparable to
anything | have ever felt. Something | will
never forget for as long as | live.

It was understood from the beginning
that it was our mission to bring aid and
comfort to the orphans in Znamyanka
and Zaluchya. We were to spend four
days in each orphanage playing with the
children and hoped that by our actions

we would show the face of Christ to them. It was my duty to
bring these children closer to Christ but they ended up bringing
me closer to Him. They taught me acceptance, patience,
tolerance, and most importantly love in its purest form. They
taught me the true meaning of being created in the image of




MicinHa rnogopox rpynuv CTyaeHTIB
Haulol LlepkBu

3 penakTopcbKoro croJiy: /lopori Yyutadi, Hy ocb |
3HOBY MEHI HaA3BUYAVHO MPUEMHO Y 1yCl XPUCTUSHCHKOI
J1t000BI 3BEPHYTUCSA [0 Bac Ha CTOPIHKAax BalLIOrO L{EPKOB-
HOIO XXypHarsy. 5K M OBILISTTH, HA CTIIAYI0YMX KUTbKOX CTOPIH-

BpaHui nicna noBepHEHHS 3
MICIHOI NOAOPOXi B YKpaiHy, MeHi
He crmanocs. 3MiHa Yacy, Yv LWo..
3iwna no cxopax y Ceato-Codi-
IBCbKiV cemiHapil, e M1 HoYyBanw,
i mobayvmna, Lo ABOM i3 MOIX ChiB-
NYTHUKIB TaKoX He cnanocs. MeHi
He BIpWIOCS, O NOAOPOX, SKOI £
yekasa Ha NpoTs3i BOCbMU MICALB,
y>XXe 3akiH4yeHa. MeHi He Bipu1ioch,
1110 3a JeKifbka rofuH f BXe oyay
Ha nitaky, B AOPO3i AoAoMY, LLoO
MOBEPHYTNCS 10 CBOTO HOPMaJTbHOro
XUTTA. Bce 3maBanocs AKMMCb
HeAMCHUM. SKMINCb Yac MU 3 Muxa-
1Mnom HakoHeYHUM i FaHcoM [apa-
CUMYYKOM CUAINW | 3ragyBann ne-
pexute, a ToAl MeHi MPUMLIAO B
rOBY BIABIAATU MOTMIKM CBOIX
ninycst i 6abyci. Myixanno pilme nitm
3i MHoto. o mopo3i My MpoaoB-
KyBanu 3ragyBaTy MOMEHTU 3
NoJOPOXi. 3HAWLLIOBLLX MOTUIIKNA,
MW MPUCIAN Ha HEBEMNYKOMY BifTbHO-
My KIanTuKy 3emrii, o6 NpoaoBXy-
BaTW Halli po3aymun. | Tofli 8 panTom
po3mnakanacs. Muxamno 6yB fy>ke 3aCKOYEHWUI | pO3MNMUTYBaB
npo nNpuyrHy. Cama He 3HAUYM MPUYUH NPUMNIUBY TakMX
EMOLLMHKX NOYYyBaHb, 1 BCe-TaKM CTapaniacb 3HAUTU BiANOBIfpb.
Sl Nnakana He 3a AiTbMK; 9 He BigYyBana aHi obpa3u aHi 6o-
mMo. BpeLwT, 3anmBatoymcsa aibo3amMu, 9K AUTUHA, [ Bigrnosina:”d

1"

He xo4y floAoMYy

Ha npoTsi3i ocTaHHIX YOTUPBLOX POKIB MpOrpaMa Moro
nita yknaganacs foBkona Hawmx Tabopis YIJliru: “Tabopy
YYHIB LEPKOBHUX LWKiN” i “KoHdepeHuii nignitkis”. Mpaus
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Kax 4yutauvite po3roBiab Jlapvcy YarikoBCbKOI, rapagisHKm
Kkareapwm cB. Borogumumpa, Hikaro, IJ1 rpo i1 BpakeHHs Bif
2005 MiciviHOI" ofopoXXi CTyAeHTIB Halloi LiepkBu o
CUPOTUHLIB B YKPAIHI.

J[opafHMKa Ha UmMx Tabopax 3abes-
neyyBajla MeHe [YyXOBHICTIO Ha
ManbyTHIN pik. Lle ayxe nobpui i
NPOCTU CMociO BIQHOBAATA Hally
BiAJAHICTb [OCnofeBi | HaLLin CBATIN
MpaBocnaeHin Liepkai. Liboro poky s
Morfia © OyTM nuvile Ha OfHOMY 3
LMX TabopiB, | TOMY BMpILLMA 3aMiCTb
TOro B35ITW Y4aCTb Y MICIMHI NOO0POXK
[0 HaLWMX CUPOTUHLIB B YKpaiHi. MeHi
NOTPIOHO BYNO [yXOBHOrO BUMOBHEHHS
| 7 BBaxana, Wo UMM Cnocobom 4
1oro oTpmMato. Tofi 91 HIIK He Yekana,
LLIO Usi MOA0POX | MOI CNiBYYACHWNKM
MaTUMYTb Ha MEHe TaK1 BIMB.

Cnpsym nepen BMI3AOM 3a
cTonioM y byanHky Ditepi y CbaBHA,
bpyui Ha OpiEHTALIMHIN 3yCTpidi MeHI
CTaNno ACHO, LLO KOXHUM 3 YYaCHUKIB
uiei nogopoxi (raHc, Muxanno, Epik,
[>xencoH, Oxeper, Kata i KeTi Ta mos
cectpa TaHs) Oynu 30BCIM BiAMIHHI
O[MH Bif, OHOr0. 3HANOMASAYNCh, MU
rOBOPW MPO Halli Pi3HIi MparHeHHs I
Ta NpPO MPUYMHK, YOMY MK Bepemo
y4acTb Yy UK MICIMHIM noaopoxi. Mu
BUMMSAANM NO PiBHOMY, Oy BASSITHEHI Mo Pi3HOMY | TOBOAMIUCH
no pisHOMY. Afle a XBUIMHOIO, KON MU 3aULLAV Yy AUTAHUN
OyaMHOK y 3aM’sHLj, KOXXeH 3 Hac CTaB CKaJHOI YacTUHO
OJHI€l LinocTi.

BinbLLICTb 3 y4aCcHUKIB A 3HaNa 3 Tabopis. [ekoTpi bynu
MOTIMW 0OOPUMU APY3AMK, iHLLI NLLIe 3HAMOMUMK. 3 ABOMA §
HiKoMM Nepen TMM He 3ycTpidanack. B oiMH MOMEHT 5 3po3ymina,
O LN HeMMOBIPHUIM rypToK ftofen 3ibpaBcs, LWoO AaTu
CUpITKaM Y 3HaM'sHLL | 3amyy4i BClo CBOO NPUXSIBHICTL | NI0OO0B.




Cyas4v No 30BHILUHLOMY BUMISAI KOX-
HOrO y4acHMKa, i He MOorfia 30BCIM Mpu-
MycKaTn, WO LSt YHIKasbHa rpyna oden
Ma€ B coli CTinbKK chiB4yTT. MNeplimi
pa3 g NoMITUNA, SIKi MU BUAHATKOBI BYI1O,
KOJIM MU YBIWLLIA B AMTANI KIMHATL. MW
OMUHWIINCS B OfHIA 3 HAaMBaX4YMX CUTY-
AL HALLOO XXTTS, | FASIHYIA BBIYI HALLIiv
HEeMneBHOCTI | HaLLIOMy cTpaxy. Arle, 3acTo-
COBYIOYM BCE CBOE CAMOBOJOAIHHSA |
BilJIaHICTb, KOXeH 3 Hac, a Hac byno
[eB'ATb, MOXOAMB [0 KOXHOI AUTUHU i
NackaBO TOPKABCA 1.

Kpim Toro, o LporopidHa Micin-
Ha rpyna cknajanacs 3 AeB’aTbox Yyao-
BMX MOSIOAMX MIOAEN, MOTUBALIEID A1
Hac, o0 podUTM Lii HAA3BUYAMHI 3yCMI-
nsi, Oynu cami aitn. B 060X cUpOTUHLISX
LT Hac nontobunmn 6eszactepexHo. Lle
Oyno BWAHO 3 TOro, ik BOHW KIVKanu
HAC MO IMeHi, K BOHW yCMIXanuncb, K
BOHM CMisiNICL, OBIMManu i LinyBanm Hac.
He Gyno Hi cekyHau, 106 MK He Baumnm

BT gy -1
N

i He BimyyBanu ixHboI MoboBI. | Ha Lo
NoOOB HaLl BUMAM, | XTO MU € He Manwn
XogHoro BnnamMBy. La nioboB 6yna
YHIKanbHa, ue 6yna nwoboB y Ii
HaMYUCTIWIV hopMI. A HE MOXKY MOPIBHATA
i3 HiYMMm, Lo A KON He-Oyab BiaYyBana.
Lle — uocb, Yoro g He 3abyay no

KiHLS CBOrO XXuUTTA!

Byno camo3po3ymino, Lo HallmMm
3aBAaHHAM Ha L nogopoki Oyno gono-
Maratv i NoninwyBaTy XUTTA [ITEN Y
CUPOTUHLAX B 3HAM'IHLIj Ta 3aiy44o. Mw
Oynun Mo YoTUPU [OHI B KOXKHOMY 3 HUX,
OaBnaAYMCca 3 OiTbMU | B Hapgii, WO MU
nokasyemo iMm Obnnyua Xpucra. Moim
000B'sI3KOM YN0, MPUBECTU LIMX AiTen
onukye 0o XpucTa, ane BKIHBI, BOHW
npuBenn MeHe dnmxye 0o Hboro. BoHn
HaBYMIIM MEHEe AK MPUMMATK AINCHICTD,
HaBYMIM TEPMENMBOCTI, @ LLIO HABAXKHILLIE,
mo6oBI Y ii HaruMcTiLoMy BUIAML. BoHM
HaBYNIIM MEHE, L0 3HaUYUTb OYTU CTBOpE-
HOMY Ha noaoby Xpuctal




A Look at Mommy & Me Daddy & Me 2005
Who do you say T Am? The Way

Mommy & Me/Daddy & Me 2005 focused on Christ as “The Way” to salvation. Several other “| Ams” of Christ were learne

during the five day program for children 4 - 8 and their parents. Spiritual Director Fr. Mark Phillips led the parents in workst

as well as guest speaker Khouriya Joanne Abdallah. The children participated in daily church school lessons, singing ¢

dancing. Crafts are a huge part of MMDM - kids, moms and dads have the opportunity to create wonderful lasting works

to remember what they learned each day. A special part of this year’s program was the Walking in the Way Prayer Trail I
Lesson led by Assistant Director Rebecca Babilya.

Nicole Kolas was a member of the staff as a Big Sister to
Rachel Phillips. The Big Brother - Big Sister program is
essential to the success of MMDM.

The campers and staff love the annual hayride, which includes a
lot of singing. The hayride normally ends at the campfire site,
where a roaring smore-filled evening lay ahead.

The program also included: daily prayer services, special meal times and bed times to suit the needs of all ages of ¢hilc
special family lessons on prosphora baking and creating a family icon of Christ, swimming, crafts, The Way Scavender |
nightly campfires, the Potato Olympics and an extra special night, where Mommy & Me/Daddy & Me celebrated it$ 5ti
Birthday - with a cake and all. This was Natalie Kapeluck Nixon'’s last year serving as director. Rebecca Babilya wi
serving as the new director of the program

Fr. Mark gives every camper the

David and Wesley Babilya The families learn how to bake prosphora from
work together on the Pani Matka Mary Phillips of Johnstown, PA. opportunity to participate in the daily
“Forgiveness Weaving Mat” prayer services.
project.

Mommy & Me/Daddy & Me 2006 WI|| take place JuIy 31 - August 4

PlK LVI ch II moTHH, 2006
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2006'Great Lent Giveaway
Benefiting the o
Uktainian Gift of Life

The Great Lent Giveaway isan outreach program of the Office of Youth &
Young Adult Ministry and the Jr. Ukrainian Orthodox L eague . Each year -
we pray that our youth across the country raise funds and awareness abou&

people in need. The Ukrainian Gift of Life provides heart transplants to
children in Ukraine who might not normally:have the second chance at life.
Please contact your local Jr. UOL for more information or download the
program at www.uocofusa.org Information has also been sent to each pa
ish. Please help our youth learn the true meaning of giving during this
Lenten Season.




Orthodox Christian Mission
Center (OCMC) Needs
Teachers in Albania

Help Wanted: mis-
sionaries for two-year commit-
ments to serve growing educa-
tional projects in Albania.
Currently the Orthodox Church,
under the direction of His
Beatitude Archbishop
Anastasios, runs a number of
kindergartens and two primary
schools, with plans to expand
the existing program through
high school.

Needed:

. trained teachers with elementary and/or high
school experience

. school administrators

Primary Responsibilities:

. Teachers: Teach special subjects (math,
science, computer skills, English)
. Administrators:

A.) Organize and oversee the daily operations of
a school run by the Orthodox Church of Albania.

B.) Collaborate with Albanian staff who know the
state requirements

C.) Supervise and train Albanian teachers,
especially introducing them to American
teaching methods.

Experience Needed: Good professional and organizational
skills, sound judgment, and problem-solving abilities are
mostimportant. ESL is helpful. Actual teaching experience
is a bonus. Potential administrators must be comfortable
working with and supervising teachers who have 15 to 20
years experience.

Albanian teachers appreciate American teaching
experience and educational methods, which brings afresh
approach to formal school for the students. In the fall of
2006, Protagonists Albanian-American School (grades 1-
4) in Tirana will graduate its first class of 4" graders, and
plans to open an upper elementary school. As the name
implies in Albanian, these children become positive forces
“for a society of hope and love” - the school’s motto.

Orthodox Christians interested in applying should
call Maria Gallos, OCMC Director of Missionaries, toll-free
at 877-463-6784. E-mail: missionaries@ocmc.org. To
download an application, go to http://ocmc.org/images/pb/
missionaries/MissionaryApplication.pdf.

For more about the Orthodox Christian Mission
Center, visit their website at www.ocmc.org.

Oldest Church Ever Found in the

Holy Land

(ENI) lIsraeli archae-
ologists have uncovered
near a prison what they
believe could be the oldest
church ever found inthe holy
land. Thisis adiscovery that
experts say may shed new
light on early Christianity

The structure was
discoveredin Megiddo, lower
Galilee, near a site tradition-
ally believed to be the
Armageddon described in
the New Testament’s Book
of Revelation, where the final
battle between good and evil
is prophesied to occur.

Dating back to around
the third century, the church
was discovered during an
archaeological dig in the
grounds of the Megiddo
Prison where Israel jails
hundreds of Palestinian
security prisoners along
with ordinary convicts. In-
mates working on an exca-
vation discoveredit.

The small, rectangular
building lacks the charac-
teristics of later churches.
But it contains mosaics
said to be breathtaking
including one of a fish
design. It also contains a
Greek inscription that men-
tions a woman called
Ekeptos who “donated this
table to the God Jesus
Christin commemoration.”

“It's a historic discov-
erythat serves as confirma-
tion to Christians all over the
world,” Archbishop Pietro
Sambi, the Vatican’s envoy
tothe Holy Land, told Israeli
television.

It appears that a table
rather than an altar stood at
the center of the church at
which a sacred meal was
held to commemorate the
Last Supper of Jesus.
Researchers said the ap-

by Michele Green for ENI

parent use of a table sheds
new light on early Christian
rituals. “This is a unique and
important structure that
expands our understanding
of the early period of
Christianity as arecognized
and official religion,” said
Jotham Tefer, who super-
vised the excavation.

Other Greek inscriptions in
the churchinclude adedica-
tion to a Roman officer who
paid for the floor of the
structure as well as a
dedication to four women.

The building is be-
lieved to be one of the oldest
Christian holy sites in the
region. Jerusalem’s Church
of the Holy Sepulcher, the
traditional site of the cruci-
fixion, dates to about 330
AD but contains only scant
remains of the original
structure.

“Christian  religious
structures from this period
are a rare archaeological
findinIsrael,” Tefer said. The
mosaics were SO rare
archaeologists said they
would have to compare
them with discoveries in
Antioch or Rome rather than
Christian mosaics found
locally which are from
slightly later periods.

Christian scholars say
the building could provide a
wealth of information on
early Christianity practiced
in the Holy Land in the first
two centuries.

“Of course, all Chris-
tians are convinced of the
history of Jesus Christ,”
Sambi said. “But is it
extremely importantto have
archaeological proof of a
church dedicated to Him?
Certainly.”
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Demﬂ /Deéer',

Thank you very much
for writing to me. | am glad
that you have asked me to
tell you something about
the seminary. Since you are
thinking about entering the
seminary this fall, | will try to
tell you as much as | can in
this short letter about the
seminary, seminarian life
and the whole meaning of
being a seminarian.

I know that you have a
vocation to the Holy
Priesthood, so do not
hesitate to join the semi-
nary this Fall. The whole
notion about the seminary as a place just for “holy men”,
chosen by God to do His work, and not for an ordinary
Christian, is wrong. A man goes to the seminary because he
feels that he has a vocation to the Holy Priesthood. Semi-
nary is the place where this vocation is first tested and then
nourished and developed. In the seminary he discerns his
vocation, whether he is really called to be one of the many
workers in the Lord’s service. “Many are called, but not all
are chosen.”

It hurts me when | hear people say, “Priesthood is not
a thriving profession. Why did you choose it?” It just makes
me want to scream: “Priesthood is not a profession! It is
Vocation!” A person does not choose it. He is chosen to it.
He is called. A man has to respond to Christ’s calling and
follow Him in a special way, mainly serving in the ordained
priesthood which does not belong to us. It belongs to only
One, the Son of God, Jesus Christ alone. It is not something
that can be acquired. It is send by the Holy Spirit to be God’s
tool to proclaim His Word to the world.

Moreover, | want to stress here that the seminary is not
an ordinary school, like a technical school, in which after
graduating, a man becomes a technician and makes a
living from it. No, it does not mean if you enter the seminary
you are definitely going to be ordained. It is true that the
seminary is a place for the preparation to the Holy Priest-
hood: The place to get trained to be a pastor, to learn the
Church services, to gain knowledge about the Gospel,
Church rules, etc. However, the main point of the seminary
is to test and develop your vocation. This is much higher
than all the training. A man can take all the classes in the
seminary, follow the seminary schedule and participate in all
of the activities, but he will never be a priest if he does not
have a vocation. As one older priest told me on my first day
at the seminary, “It is better to be a good Orthodox Christian
than a bad priest. Discern your vocation while you are
there.”

Therefore, while you are in the seminary, your vocation
and your faith will undergo great trials and torments. Once
you become a seminarian, you obtain more knowledge
about faith issues, you become more aware of God’s
Commandments and you acquire more virtue. Your faith is
going to be challenged many times and in many different
ways.

As you have worldly temptations now as a Christian,
you have even more of them when you are a seminarian. It

to kave a

A Seminarian/s
Lettewf’ o i -:rienA

alzout \Y/l’]dt It means

happens most at the beginning.
Later on, with the help of prayer
and contemplation, it may go
away. However, you cannot
fence yourself off from the world.
You cannot live only in the inner
world of the seminary and
completely blindfold yourself
from the outside world. You have
to encounter it during your
studies because you will have to
deal with it later when you are
assigned to care for a parish.
Your faith will be tested to the
point where you think you might
loose it. That happens for an
important reason: The pure and
simple faith of a good Christian
is being transformed into a faith
of a chosen one, a guardian of souls, which will be elevated and
strengthened by study, the Divine Liturgy, prayer and testing.

Your faith is not going to be tested only by temptations
from the outside world. There will be a time when you begin
thinking that the seminary is not the holy place you imagined it
to be before you came. It is true. It is not the “holy place” you
created in your mind before becoming a seminarian. It is a holy
place in a manner you live it, that you create it while being a
seminarian.

Following the seminary routine is not enough. The semi-
nary will offer you basically everything: Classes, seminars,
necessary training and Liturgical services. This is why there is a
great temptation to skip a very important part of your seminary
life: Prayer. Personal, private, prayer. Prayer helps you through
many difficult situations. Pray when you feel lost in the studies,
pray when you are distressed, pray when you are tempted, pray
when you do not feel like going to a service because you have
done it so many times and pray when you do not feel like
praying.

In addition, never fall into despair. Never think that you are
not worthy of the work that God has prepared for you. Do not
allow your mind to dwell on the fear of facing the people as-
signed to your pastoral care, or of being able to accomplish all
the responsibilities required of a pastor. It will all come and
settle into place with schooling and necessary training. It was not
until my fourth year in the seminary that things started to fall into
place and a nice mosaic of my life as a seminarian, as one
called to serve at His altar, had been formed. This was when |
really felt comfortable and satisfied with the life | was living and
things | was doing. It was much easier for me to prepare a
sermon for kids in a Sunday school, to put down a quick and
compelling argument to a Jehovah Witness, or to say a few
warm words to an ill person in the hospital. | started to breathe
more freshly and freely. It was my environment. | felt like a fish
in water. | felt prepared and ready to face being constantly busy
and running, troubled with crimes, unhappy with the economy,
distressed by war, always searching but helping society.

Finally, before entering the seminary, | want you to be
aware of one very important thing: Seminary time is not just a
part of your life that you must endure. Actually, the seminary is
the beginning of the new life which you would then live forever
after.

\/ocation

With best wishes for this fall and always with prayers,

\/&751;/
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Thanksgiving Com-
memoration in
Yardville, NJ

In November 2005
Hieromonk Daniel (Zelin-
sky) visited St. George
Parish in Yardville, NJ, and
brought with him his unfor-
gettable memories of the
two weeks he spent travel-
ing in Ukraine. His experi-
ences were shared through
a slide show presentation.

Additionally, Fr. Daniel
took part in a special parish
Sunday gathering for
Thanksgiving.

The sunny autumn
Sunday started with the
Divine Liturgy served by Fr.
Daniel and the pastor, Fr.
Petro Levko.

Following the liturgy a
special dinnerwas prepared
in honor of all the parishio-
ners, patrons and sponsors
of St. George to thank them
for their long time support
and loyalty to the parish.

Older parishioners and
those who are not able to
cometochurchonaregular
basis were informed and
necessary arrangements
were made to help transport
them to the church so that
no one would be excluded
from this special celebra-
tion.

Guests and visitors
were also welcomed as they
always are.

Parishioners enjoyed
a thanksgiving dinner pre-
pared by the sisterhood and
youth of the parish. It was
organized by the experi-
enced hand of the Sister-
hood President, Mrs.
Valentina Hohl. She ar-
ranged for donations of the
turkeys and other food

supplies, volunteer cooks,
decorating, serving and
other help for the dinner.

The dinner was free of
charge so all donations
went to the Ukrainian
orphanages fund.

The dinner was fol-
lowed by the remarkable
presentation of Fr. Daniel
aboutthe two orphanagesin
Ukraine that he and a group
of eleven young people
visited last summer.

He showed the appall-
ing living environment in
these orphanages. The
photos created an atmo-
sphere of traveling through
those dark corridors, rooms
with no furniture, leaking
ceilings ready to fall, disin-
tegrating floors and win-
dows without glass, of
overfilled orphanages with
helpless kids.

Father shared what he
experienced being among
those children, preaching to
them, praying with them and
giving them the warm care
that they miss so much.

Those in need of care
and concern at St. George’s
were remembered at this
special parish celebration
aswell. Some lonely elderly
were given the opportunity
to enjoy a Thanksgiving
dinner together with their
larger parish family.

Parishioners donated
$1660 to the Ukrainian
orphanages fund which is
under the caring hand of the
UOC of the USA.

St. Michael’'s and St.
George’s Ukrainian
Schools Celebrate St.
Nichnies: , over 100 people gathered in

the festively decorated churth hall after the Divine Liturgy for
the annual St. Nicholas program. Parents, babas and didos
were waiting for a glimpse of their little angels on stage,
while the children were anxiously waiting for the arrival of St.
Nicholas in Minneapolis.

A play written by Svitlana Prokopiuk focused on the
goodness of St. Nicholas and what he expects from all boys
and girls. Ms. Natalia Kushnir, one of the school’'s teachers,
along with the 10" grade class, played the teacher and
narrators of the play. The three oldest classes acted as
students in the “school” learning about St. Nicholas.
Finally, what we were all waiting for, the arrival of St.
Nicholas along with 20 little angels, the students of the
sadochok classes.

St. Nicholas passed out presents to each of the 40
students of the Ukrainian School, along with treat bags
donated by the parish board. A delicious lunch was
prepared by the Parents’ Committee, which everyone fully
enjoyed.

An afternoon of joy and fellowship was experienced by
everyone, especially the students of St. Michael's and St.
George’s Ridna Shkola.

St. Nicholas Visits Lakewood

0

Gerald Beane, Benjamin Kristof, Mitchell Anderson, Karrie
Cooney and Eric Anderson accompany St. Nicholas, who is
holding Olivia Anderson.

The Feast of St.
Nicholas is always a spe-
cial commemoration at St.
Nicholas Pro-Cathedral in
Lakewood, OH, where Fr.
Dennis Kristof is dean. This
year was no different.

After the Divine Lit-

urgy and potluck dinner, the
church school students pre-
sented an original play that
was written by their church
school teacher, Pani Matka
Barbara Kristof. With the
singing of “O Kto Kto” St.
Nicholas then arrived.
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Two Special
Evening Events in
Parma Parish
during Christmas
Vacation

Taking advantage of the Christmas school
vacation, the Youth Ministry Committee of St.
Vladimir Cathedralin Parma, OH, where Fr. John
Nakonachny is pastor, planned events for both
the parish youth and their families.

The first, Family Night, was held on
Wednesday evening, December 28 when over 60
people gathered at the parish cultural center for
an evening of games and fellowship. The evening
was a huge success and similar events will be
planned in the future.

On Thursday, December 29, the parish’s
young adults and college students gathered at
the rectory for a “baked ziti” dinner and fellowship.
The evening concluded with a few games of
bowling at Cloverleaf Lanes.

Marriage and the Family

~  While suffering serious violence as an adolescent usually “undermines academic performance, educational
attainment, labor force participation, occupational status, and earnings in early adulthood,” children from intact families
are significantly less likely to experience such violence. Thus, according to a study published in the Journal of Research
on Adolescence, coming from an intact home is a strong statistical predictor of “educational self-sufficiency” at 18, of

“total educational attainment,” and of

“occupational status.”

~  Afifth of recent college graduates
report having postponed having children
because of their college loans. The
average 2002 graduate has almost

$20,000 in loans to pay back, up 66% v

from five years ago. Almost half of the
students from the most affluent quarter of
the population now borrow money for
college, compared to one-fifth ayear age.

~ Judging from the classic criteria of
financial independence, finishing school,
having children, and the like, only 31% of
30-year-old males are now adults,
compared with 65% in 1960. The figures

for 30-year-old women are 46% now MAY GOD GRANT TO THEM MANY, HAPPY

versus 76% in 1960.

ORDINATION
ANNIVERSARIES

™

MARCH
Rev. Fr. George Bazylevsky March 08,2003
75 Rev. Fr. Walter Hvostik March 19, 1995
il Rev. Fr. Gregory Czumak March 24,2001
ii Protopresbyter Frank Estocin ~ March 25, 1966
4 V. Rev. Fr. Michael Kochis March 27,1995

V. Rev. Fr. Mykola Krywonos  March 28, 1981
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PBﬁBﬁHI NMOXXEPTBHM - NATIVITY SEASON DONATIONS
a#wa#y 2996 |

(LLlaHoBHI YmTayil /(OHCMCTO,U/H VI B CLLIA BUCIOBIOE CBOIO LUMPOCEPAEYHY BAAYHICTL 34
BaLLi pIBABAHI MPUBITAHHSA Ta LUEAPI MOXEPTBU, Lo OYAYTs BUKOPUCTaHI A7IA YNCTIEHHMUX 10Tpeb Halloi
CATOI" YKpaiHcbkoi pasocnasHoi Lepkau B CLLA.

Dear Readers, the Consistory of the UOC of USA expresses its most sincere gratitude for
your Nativity Season greetings and generous donations to our Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
the USA, which will be used to assist various ministries of our Church.)

$500 Olga S Coffey Sterling, VA; $50 Irene  Alexandrow, Bridgewater, NJ; Maria Andrusjak,
Anna Golondzowski Somerville, MA; Warren, MI; Michael & Ann Beley, Naples, FL; Maria Bilyk, Little
$310  William G Stack, Santa Barbara, CA; River, SC; Maria  Bobyr, Bronx, NY; Witalij Bohdaniw, Silver Spring,
$250 John Czereuta, N. Plainfield, NJ; MD; Wasyl & Maria Bolonka, Boothwyn, PA; Anna Boychuk Ridley
John & Rose Dmytryk, Coatesville, PA,; Park, NY; Alex & Julia Boyko, Parma, OH; Lewis H, Branson, Jr.
Daria & Michael Komichak Chatham, NJ; Coatesville, PA; Oleg Brigadir, Brooklyn, NY; Alexandra & Paul
Lytwyn & Lytwyn Funeral Home, Union, NJ; Bystrycky & Scherbina, Somerset, NJ; Anastasia Craig Edina, MN;
Michael & Helen Todosow, Miller Place, NY; Lisa R Curry, Easton, PA; Margaret Deshko, Los Angeles, CA; Anna
V Rev Wolodymyr Wronskyj, Greenlawn, NY; Diamente, Somerset, NJ; Frances Diamente, Somerset, NJ; R
$200 \larissa & John Kuzyk, Schaumburg, IL in memory of Taras | Dowbenko, Gibsonia, PA; Anne Endyke, Somerset, NJ; Brenda Euler
Pyl and Orysia Korol-Howe ; Coatesville, PA; Peter & Violet Galazan New Britain, CT; Bohdan &
Eugene & Nina Micevych, St. Paul, l\/IN Orysia Germak No Bergen, NJ; Maria Griatzky Parlin, NJ; Ludmila
Anna & Olegue Rosputko Philadelphia, PA; Hajdar, New Paltz, NY; John Halunka, Irvine, CA; Karl & Carol
Paraskewa Samczuk, Bridgeport, CT; Hammermueller, Lebanon, NJ; Michael & Alla Heretz, Rutherford,
St. Mary’s Protectress Sisterhood, S. Bound Brook, NJ; NJ; V Rev George & Llillian Hnatko Indiana , PA; Myron & Nadia
Peter Yewshenko, Neshanic Station, NJ; Holinko, Colts Neck, NJ; Valentino Holowsko North Wales, PA;
$125  Halyna & lhor Korhun, Latham, NY; Rev Joseph & Ann Hotrovich New York, NY; Anna Hrynyshyn,
Kenneth & Jeanine Kozak, Uniontown, OH; Wilmongton, DE; Oksan & Nicholas Hubenko, Freehold, NJ; Elka N
$106  Helen Mikuliak, Morrisville, PA; Ivanova Olmsted Twp, OH; Peter Jarema Funeral Home New York,
$102  V Rev Stefan Zencuch Lyndora, PA; NY; Hazel Klipnick, Monessen, PA; Catherine Kochenash
$100  lhor Ambroziak Vancouver, WA, Northampton, PA; Dr Peter & Karen Konchak Mt Laurel, NJ; Theodor
Olga  Balaban, Worthington, OH; & Alexandra Kostiuk Silver Spring , MD; Valentina Limonczenko
Andrew Bazylevsky , New York, NY; Arlington, VA; Richard Lutian, Cleveland, OH; Constance E Mace
Michael & Ksenia Boiwka, Sheffield Village, OH; Oneonta , NY; Irene Mamchur, Norwalk , CT; Bill & Martha Mamika,
Helen Boris, Cathedral City, CA, Roseville, CA; Joseph M Markiw, Avon Lake, OH; John & Mary
Fedir Bukacz Philadelphia, PA; Martyniuk, Perth Amboy, NJ; Natalia & Peter Maxymiv, Seven Hills;
Mykola & Tamara Burda, Sun City, AZ; Juliane & Leon Mazurets, Piscataway, NJ; Michel & Anne Minenko,
Stephen & Marushka Dach La Puente, CA; Eden Prairie, MN; Alexander Mintschenko, Somerville, NJ; Valentina
John & Louise Dames Glencoe, IL; Miroshchenko, Fallbrook, CA; John & Ludmilla Moore, Remsen ,
John & Dorothy Dmytryk Coatesville, PA; NY; Dr Leonidas & Oksana Mostowycz, Ponte Vedra, FL; Sonia
Marilyn Druash, Monessen, PA in memory of Sub-Deacon | Otto Macungie, PA; Irene Pashesnik, Coatesville, PA; lwan & Dora
Nicholas Druash; Pawlowicz, Cathedral City, CA; Irene Petrylak, Whitestone, NY; Boris
John Farkas, Zephyrhills, FL; & Olga Pishko, Monessen, PA; Anastasia Poltawec, Keansburg, NJ;
Dr Dinah Fedyna Youngstown, OH; James & Irene Popchuk, Doylestown, PA; Charles & Katherine Porter
Dr Mark & Jennifer Hatala Binghamton, NY; Waxhaw, NC; Irma & Mirko Pylyshenko, Rochester , NY; J.A.
Rev Michael & Daria Hutnyan, Drifton, PA,; Rempter, Union, NJ; Elena Robbins, Menlo Park, CA; Taisa & Jurij
Rev Ihor Krekhovetsky Rochester, NY; Rozhin, Sterling Hts , MI; Andre & Maria Ruzon, Langhorne, PA;
Edward & Jenny Kulyk Fort Myers, FL; Franz & Eugenia Samochval, Long Island City, NY; William Scannell,
Valentina Kuzmycz, Bayside, NY; Vestal, NY; Rev Myroslaw Schirta, Bayonne, NJ; Maria Scholucha,
Alla & Jaroslaw Leshko, Northampton, MA; Minneapolis , MIN; Tetiana & Jakiw Senenko, Syracuse, NY; Deacon
Debra & Alexander Masliuk, Naugatuck, CT; Nicholas Shapowal, Lincoln, NE; Anastasia Smolak, Chicago , IL;
Rev Todor & Elena Mazur New York, NY; Claudia & Victor Solanyk, Boulder, CO; Halyna Stepanenko, San
Eugene & Helena Melnitchenko, Owings, MD; Jose, CA; Nadija Strychar Yapsilanti, MI; lvan & Eudokia Synhaivsky,
Victor Melnychenko, Newark, DE; Minneapolis, MN; Wayne & Nancy Tiedeman, Youngstown, OH;
Joseph  Muszyka, Carteret, NJ; lwan Wenher, Bridgewater, NJ; Gregory & Ludmyla Yashnyk,
Robert & Larysa Noecker Hereford, PA:; Mount Vernon, OH; Valentine & Hania Zabijaka, Silver Spring, MD;
Michael & Anna Prokopiuk, Minneapolis, MN; Edward A Zetick, Esq, Rockledge, PA;
Dcn Mikhail & Martha Sawarynski Northampton , PA; $45 Dr N‘f"d'.a Woronc_:zuk, S. Bound Brook, NJ; Jenny
Valentina Schram, New Hartford, NY; Zankowsky, Wilmington, DE.’ e . i
Anastasia Sochvnsky New York  NY: $40 Alan & Nancy Grabie, So Plainfield, NJ; Nina Winokurzew,
ynsky New York , NY; )
Michael & Elizabeth Swinchuck, Hicksville, NY; Yemleers, MY '
V. Zelinskvy. East PA- ! ! ! $35_ Irer_we & Taras Cz_mola, West Ser_leca, NY; Olga_ & Victor
- £€lnsKyy, kaston, FA, . Dejneka, Skillman, NJ; Boris & Olga Herasimchuk, Franklin Sq, NY;
375 Gegrge & Eugenla Czumak, Gambrills, MD; Mary Krupa, Bronx, NY; Anna Kutz, Allentown, PA; Michael Radziul,
Janice Meschisen N_Attlebpro, MA; i Bohemia, NY; Stephen & Judith Shonn, Youngstown, OH;
$60 Nadlyq & I\/kapla Mirchuk, Livingston, NJ; Anatol; Pamela $30 Walter Bachir, Crystal Lake, IL; Olga Basarab Bartlet, IL;
&.Marla Qmellan Syracuse, NY; Leonid Petrenko, Sun City, AZ; | Alexander Fedij, Addison, IL; John & Halina Haliy, Livingston, NJ;
$55  Nick & Nina Czeczulin, Glen Burnie, MD; Paul & Marlene Haluszczak, Carnegie, PA; Rev Volodymyr & Orysia
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Boston, MA; Katie Peck, Coatesville, PA; John & Freda
Petula,Beaver, PA; Halyna & Teodozij Pryshlak, Buffalo, NY;
Sofia Pywowariw, Flushing , NY; Stephan & Barbara Rewa,
Khanas, Warners, NY; Stanislawa & Fedor Korniuk, Philadelphia, | New Berlin, WI; Mykola & Halyna Romaniw, N. Bergen, NJ;
PA; Wsewolod & Marcia Luckewicz, Livingston, NJ; Walter & | Walter & Rochel Sakal Arnold , PA; J. Sawuk South River, NJ;
Josephine Machula, Anaheim, CA; Natalie & Michael Maczka, Lino | Alexandra Selepyna, Somerset, NJ; Zoya Semenec, Minneapolis,
Lakes, MN; Nicolas Melenko Whiting , NJ; Anatoli Niepritzky, St | MN; Nicholas & Nadia Semeniak, New Berlin, WI; Martin &
Paul, MN; Dr Taras & Irene Nowosiwsky, Devon, PA; lvan & Eudokia | Xenia Sheska, Allentown, PA; Rev Vasil Shtelen, Lorain, OH;
Schapowal, Queens Village, NY; Vsevolod Shaidevich, Somerset, | Antonina Shyjka, Parma, OH; Helen Siwiec, Levittown, PA; Joan
NJ; Maria Shandruk, Philadelphia, PA; Irene Sherba, Philadelphia, | Sowinsky, Wilmington, DE; Nellie Stanyslaviv, Minneapolis, MN;
PA; Inna Stratienko, Chattanooga, TN; Eugenia Strusiuk, Highland | Jeffrey Temnick Newark , OH; Olga & Nicholas Trypniak,
Lakes, NJ; Bayvillage, OH; Helen Wasilk Butler , PA; Ludmyla & Oleg
$25 Maria Adamovich, Seven Hills , OH; Andrew Andreyuk, | Wasynczuk, Barlett, IL; Maria Wedmid, Somerset, NJ; Florence
East Hanover, NJ; Dobrodijka Olha Antochy, Minneapolis, MN; | n  Welsh, Oklahoma City , OK; Theodore & Helen Zenuk, W
Louis & Betty Babyak, Henderson, NV; Ellen Barlit, N. Falmouth, | Chester, PA; Jack Zorka, San Antonio, TX; Charles Zubyk, Girard,
MA,; Yvonne & Robert Barlow, Gap, PA ; Rev George & Oksana | OH;

Bazylevsky, Whitestone, NY; Stephan & Dorothy Belas, | $22 William Gawor, Rahway, NJ;

Wethersfield, CT; Alexandra Belimenko, Somerset, NJ; Aristides & | $20 Walter  Balitzky St Petersburg, FL; Peter & Margaret
Eleonor Bello, Queens Village, NY; Halyn & Wasyl Bezridny, | Bokurak, Westland, MI; Leon Borowec, North Royalton, OH;
Philadelphia, PA; Wasyl Bilak, Trenton, NJ; Halina Bodareva, Tenafly, | Michael Brennan, Wrentham, MA; Anatoli & Nadia Brushenko,
NJ; Anatoliy & Lydia Bogdaschewski , Elmwood Park, IL; Michael | Elmhurst, IL; Tamara Chebiniak, Johnson City, NY; Nina Cherniak,
Bondarenko, Schaumburg, IL; Olga & Dominick Bovo, Campbell, | Bethesda, MD; Wira Chilko, Somerset, NJ; Anna Chomiuk,
OH; Charles & Eloyse Brindley, Malba, NY; John & Shirley Buchma | Howell, NJ; Catherine Deckus, Carteret, NJ; Stephen  Dornic,
Vestal, NY; Ludmila & Michael Bukacz, Philadelphia, PA; Nicholas | Lutz, FL; Mary Fartuch, Allentown, PA; Maria Filipenko,
& Hope Burka, Lyndora, PA; Carol Burke, Coatesville, PA; Maria | Philadelphia, PA; Roy & Nancy, Foreman, Jr. Coatesville, PA;
Chichik Clifton, NJ; Dorothy Curry, Coatesville, PA; John & Hilda | Mike & Elena Fredrikson, Minneapolis, MN; Stefan Golub,
Czeczulin, Princess Anne, MD; William & Catherine Dach, Alhambra, | Minneapolis, MN; Pantaley Halat, Seven Hills, OH; Alexander &
CA; Paulina Danczuk, Jersey City, NJ; Alla & George Dickey, Middle | Pauline Heretz, Utica, NY; Mary Horbul, Princeton, MN; Sophie
Village, NY; Melanie Dombrowski, So Plainfield, NJ; Anatole | Huzar Colonia, NJ; Vasyl Karpinsky Minneapolis, MN; Mary
Doroshenko, Northville, MI; Joseph & Gloria Dunski, Whitehall, | Kereb, Northampton, PA; Nadia Klos, Melrose Park, PA; Tekla
PA; Ludmila Dykij, Blairstown, NJ; Daria Dykyj, Flushing, NY; Ina | Kochenash, Bath, PA; Maria & Wasyl Krasnobryzyj, S. Bound
Dzerovych, Amherst, NH; Stanley & Olga Einhorn, Newark, DE; V | Brook, NJ; Pevonia Kruczko, Easton, PA; Natalia Kulischenko,
Rev John Fatenko, No Port, FL; Olena Filipov, Silver Spring, MD; | Hackettstown, NJ; Daniel & Helen Kuryea, Brookhaven, PA;
Margaret J Garbosky, Scranton, PA; John Gbur Cary, IL; Thomas | Anna & Wasyl Laszeniuk, Somerset, NJ; Thomas & Joan Leslie,
& Alla Grzymski, Elwood , IL; Fedir & Anna Hakalo, Norristown, | Coatesville, PA; Yvonne Link Hudson, WI in memory of Olga &
PA; Mary A Hamar, Cleveland, OH; Minerwa M Hawa, Coatsville, | Rev Wasyl Ruban; Lidia & Volodymyr Litvyn, Guilford, CT;
PA; Katherina Hawrylow, Bayonne, NJ; James & Helen Hazard, | Walentyn & Olga Lojan, Chester, PA; Wsylyna Mardak, Ormond
No Easton, MA; Nicholas & Pearl Homyrda, Heidelberg, PA; Arkadiy | Beach, FL; Elizabeth & John Mitchell, Carnegie, PA; lwan &
Honchariv, Somerset, NJ; Theodor & Alexandra Hryhoriak, Chicago, | Maria Mnischenko Union, NJ; Konstantin Morhun, West St.
IL; Danylo Jacenko, Woodhaven, NY; Michael D Kapeluck, | Paul, MN; George & Marion Musial, Boxford, MA; Mikolaj
Carnegie, PA; Andrew & Josephine Kapelus, Wilmington, DE; Orysia | Newmierzyckyj, Somerset, NJ; Paul Olenic, Butler, PA; Gregory
Karkoc, Alexandria, VA; Nadia Kmeta, Yonkers, NY; Anastasia & | & Olga Parchomenko Warren , OH; Ludmyla Pochtar Scotch
Theodor Koreckij, Festus, MO; Charles & Anna Kosik, Allentown, | Plaines, NJ; Wasyl & Valentina Prylepa, Utica, NY; Stella Remick,
PA; Valentyn & Nadija Kowalsky, Sterling Hts., MI; Sophia & | Norwood, MA; Luba Rude, Cleveland, OH; Teddy, Ruzchak, Jr.
Filohonij Krawec, Washington, DC; Alexander & Lidia Krywenko, | Greenville, DE; Anastazja Sadujew Whitehouse Sta, NJ; Wasyl
Sun City, AZ; V Rev Michael Kudanovych, Minneapolis, MN; | Schownir Huntington, IN; Doris Scully Wilmington, DE; Peter &
Valetina Kulyk, Toms River, NJ; Tania Kuzmyn, Poughkeepsie, NY; | Olga Senedak Vienna, OH; Glenn H Shepherd, Wilmington,
Stefan Kyrylenko Beloit, WI; Ark & Maria Lachiw, Park Ridge, IL; | DE; Rev Mykola Slokotowych, Cheektowaga, NY; Taissa
Jeremiah Lasky Troy, NY; Anatol & Anna Lutarewych, Fort Myers, | Slusarenko Philadelphia, PA; Martha Syntscha, S. Plainfield, NJ;
FL; Irene Lychodij, Fort Myers, FL; Mychajlo & Olga Martynenko, | Nadine Tor Huntington Beach, CA; Mary Wons, Dedham, MA;
Trenton, NJ; Michael Martynovych, Chicago, IL; Walter & Julia | Jane K Yavarow, Plainville, MA; Maria & Serhij Zachoda Berkeley
Mayewsky, Ormond Beach, FL; John & Mary Ann Michalcewitz, | Hts, NJ; Gene & Carole Zarayko Northampton, PA; Rev Mychajlo
Wilmington, DE; Helen Michalcewiz, Wilmington, DE; William | & Tatiana Zemlachenko, Neshanic Station, NJ; Michael &
Mihovan, Plymouth, MA; Walter & Janice Milinichik, Whitehall, | Katherine Zlidenny, Cerritos, CA; Richard & Yvonne Zubyk Stuart
PA; Nick Mykolenko, Warren, MI; Tamara & Boris Niepritzky, St | Draft, VA;

Paul, MN; Alexander & Lydia Nowosad, Daytona Beach, FL; Helen | §715 Anita Anderson, Manville, NJ; Veronica Bruno
Olenic, Butler, PA; Zachariy Orletzkiy. Philadelphia, PA; Mary & | Coatesville , PA; Mary Guzylak, Dearborn, Ml; Olga Hanza,
Brian Ost. Laurys Sta, PA; Steve & Ann Ostaffy, Arnold, PA; Michael | Morton Grove, IL; Dr Walter Hodynsky, Columbia Heights, MN;
Ostafy. Wilmington, DE; Nicholas Ostapenko. Duluth, MN; Katerina | Raissa Jewtushenko, Lithia, FL; George J Kacsur, Allentown,
Ostroushko. Minneapolis, MN; Michael Panaski. Coatesville, PA,; PA; Michael & Nadia Karkoc Minneapolis , MN; Pauline Kibash,
William & Ann Panchuk. Little Canada, MN; Adrianne M Papcum. Baden, PA; John & Tina Kochanowsky, River Vale, NJ; Petro &

Lakewood, OH; Kyrylo Pasichnyk. Philadelpha, PA; Phillip Paszak. | Marta Krawec Syracuse, NY; Hazel Maykovich Monessen, PA;
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Stella Melenchick Llewellyn, PA; Angela M Merriken, Baltimore,
MD; Katherine Mikolatis Dolton, IL; Kateryna & Bolivar Millz
Lakewood , OH; Gregory & Maria Orendarenko Syracuse, NY;
Svitlana Pavlov St Paul, MN; Mykola & Maria Prychodczenko,
Salem, Oh;

$10 AND LESS Arthur A Abig Millburn, NJ; Sebestian Alessi,
Medfield, MA; Irene & Nicholas Alexander, Bethlehem, PA; Maria
Alquist, Aurora, CO; Iwan & Anna Andrec,
Somerset, NJ; Mar jorie D Baker, St. Augustine, FL;
Helen Bergacs Carteret, NJ; Helen & Gloria Borys
Parma , OH; Anatoly Broyaka Philadelphia, PA;
Frank & Julie Cholowski Largo, FL; Natalie Corwin
Endicott, NY; Olha Fartusznyj Philadelphia, PA;
Victor Faszczuk, Pell Lake, WI; Charles & Mary
Forosisky, Johnstown, PA; Agnes Greshauk,
McKees Rocks, PA; Peter Heretz, Utica, NY; Peter
& Irene Hubiak Dickson City, PA; Irene llczuk, La
Grange Park, IL; Anna Jaremenko, Cleveland, OH;
Anna K & Michael Jitni, Willow Grove, PA; Dmytro
& Anna Kakasenko, Jersey City, NJ; Blanche Kizik,
Clearwater, FL; John & Paulina, Klym, Jr. Johnson
City, NY; Anna Kokolski, Cumberland, RI; Mary J
Konchak Philadelphia, PA; Wira Krasnobryzyj, S.
Bound Brook, NJ; Walter Kuchinos Wescosville,
PA; Kateryna Kuriachyj Philadelphia, PA; John &
Mary Kuzemchak Haines City, FL; Mykola & Raisa
Kwitka Philadelphia, PA; Petro & Lydia Kytasty,
Livonia, MI; Donald & Patricia Larrick, Ambridge,
PA; Joan Luchanin Minersville , PA; Helen
Luczkowycz Syracuse, NY; Helena Makuchal,
Pocomoke City, MD; Anastasia Malish, Lake
Hiawatha, NJ; Martin & Jennie Mayton Mohawk,
NY; Nadia Melnychuk, Cleveland, OH; Maria
Melnyk, Baltimore, MD; Tania Motel, New
Hartford, NY; Nagia Nartowicz, Carteret, NJ; lvan
Olejnik, Mentor, OH; Wasyl & Maria Ostapenko
Crystal, MN; Maryann Pacana, Coatesville, PA;
Adrienne Pershyn Beechhurst, NY; Petro Pisar, S.
Plainfield, NJ; Anna Piwtoratsky, Somerset, NJ;
Natalie Revenko Goshen, IN; Vera & Ivan
Rizwaniuk, Utica, NY; Olga & Nicholas Sawchuk,
Yardley, PA; John & Maria Shayda, St.Paul, MN;
Iwan & Maria Siryk, Chicago, IL; Nicholas & Janina
Skorochod Union, NJ; Stephanie Smaligo Beverly
Hills, FL; Mykola Sorokolit, San Francisco, CA; Maria
Spirala Trenton , NJ; Victor Stalowir Peabody, MA,
Anna Stanchak Clifton, NJ; Halyna Tcherewko
Syracuse, NY; Anna Terkun Pell Lake , WI; Vera
Trutovsky, Glen Ellyn, IL; Helen & Raymond
Wengier Harrah, OK; Myroslawa Wenke Union,
NJ; Mykola N Werchohlad, Berwyn, IL; Raymond

For more information contact:

& Joyce Wizna Carteret , NJ; Valentyna Yermolenko Minneapolis,
MN; Evangelina Zacharcenko Philadelphia, PA; Alex Zalenchak,
Carnegie, PA; George & Joan Zalenchak, Pittsburgh, PA; Anna
Zbigniewicz, Plainville, CT; Helen De Liberto Stratford, CT; Joseph
Benn Ridley Park, PA; Tatiana Bieniak Crystal Lake , IL; Raymond
Buckno, Whitehall, PA; Victor Butkevetsch N Haledon, NJ;
Mildred Dackow, East Meadow, NY; Edward Doody Troy, NY;
Mary Fell, Levittown, PA; Frances Gebet, Pittsburgh, PA; Anne
Girnis Binghamton, NY; Anita Holcroft, Claymont, DE; Helen
Kurylo Mechanicsburg, PA; Stephen & Dorothy Marciniszyn
Wilmington, DE; Stefania Mintianskyj, Palatine, IL; Martin Minto,
Butler, PA; Natalia Mohyla, Mount Laurel, NJ; Michael & Anna
Muzyka Seaside Heights, NJ; Eugenia Nalywajko, Trenton, NJ;
Josephine & Matthew Paluch New Britain, CT; Ava & Clay Peck
Choctaw, OK; Gregory & Josephine Repa, Carnegie, PA; Sandra
Samangy, Baden, PA; Theresa & Emil Scholar, Roslindale, MA;
Eugenia Witryk, Minneapolis, MN; Maria Wowczenko, North
Port, FL; Anna Zavinsky, Saddle Brook, NJ; Jannie Beukelaer
Woodside, NY; Nancy & Charles Onusko Milford, DE; UNKNOWN,
NJ;

FOURTH ANNUAL JUNIOR- SENIOR

UO.L RETREAT

MARCH 31-APRIL 2, 2006

“PEACE BE WITH YOU”

RETREAT WILL FOCUS ON THE DIVINE LITURGY

ST. FRANCIS RETREAT HOUSE
BETHLEHEM, PA

ENJOY INSPIRATIONAL AND THOUGHT PROVOKING DISCUSSION,

LODGING, AND ALL MEALS.

FOR THE MINIMAL COST OF $90 FOR UOL MEMBERS

AND $100 FOR NON-UCL MEMBERS ($60 FOR YOUNG ADULT AND
JUNIOR UOL MEMBERS WHO APPLY FOR & SUBSIDY).

DAY RATE (SATURDAY ONLY) OF $30.

Oleh or Natalie Bilynsky at nsufler@aol.com
call — 610-892-7315
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Holy Baptism...

ds of 1/10/2006

Chowhan, Antonia Breslawec baptized and
chrismated on December 25, 2005, in St. Michael
& St. George Church, Minneapolis, MN child of lhor

Roman Chowhan and Marynak P. Breslawed. Sponsors:
Oleksa Breslawec and Nadia Drozdowsky. Celebrated by Fr.
Evhen Kumka.

Hayes, Scott chrismated on November 17, 2005 in Jeans
Hospital, Philadelphia, PA Sponsor: Neda Cvijetic Celebrated
by Fr. Frank Estocin.

Heletkanycz, Daria baptized and chrismated on November
13, 2005, in St. Mary Protectress Church, Philadelphia, PA
child of Roman Heletkanycz and Danuta Zurat. Sponsors:
Taras Hryniv and Natalie Yavorska. Celebrated by Fr. Mikhailo
Tsyuman.

Ingrassia, Roman Mario baptized and chrismated on
December 23, 2005, in St. Michael & St. George Church,
Minneapolis, MN child of Robert Fay Ingrassia and Lidia
Poletz. Sponsors: Philip Lucas Ingrassia and Christine Josephine
Swann. Celebrated by Fr. Evhen Kumka.

Konchak, Karen chrismated on November 13, 2005, in St.
Vladimir Church, Philadelphia, PA ,Sponsors: Jurij Trypupenko
and Irene Trypupenko. Celebrated by Fr. Frank Estocin.
Oganesian, Jason baptized and chrismated on October 1,
2005, in St. Mary Protectress Church, Philadelphia, PA child
of Levon Oganesian and Fridberg Zhanna. Sponsors: Zovis
Pylayev and Tatiana Muntean. Celebrated by Fr. Mikhailo
Tsyuman.

Oganesian, Erika baptized and chrismated on October 1,
2005, in St. Mary Protectress Church, Philadelphia, PA child
of Levon Oganesian and Fridberg Zhanna. Sponsors: Victor
Ruschak and Julia Pylayev. Celebrated by Fr. Mikhailo
Tsyuman.

Rodriguez, Vilma chrismated on December 18, 2005 , in
Holy Mother of God Church, Dover, FL Sponsor: Lucy Shadoian
Celebrated by Fr. Harry Linsinbigler.

Rodriguez, Daniel chrismated on December 18, 2005, in
Holy Mother of God Church, Dover, FL Sponsor: Carol
Duane Fielder Celebrated by Fr. Harry Linsinbigler.
Saunders, Alexander James baptized and chrismated on
November 26, 2005, in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Palos,
Park, IL child of Adam Saunders and Tina Marie Irving.
Sponsors: Nicholas Saunders and Amy Irving. Celebrated by
Fr. Taras Naumenko.

Schirskiy, Anastasia baptized and chrismated on December
11, 2005, in St. Vladimir Cathedral Church, Parma, OH child
of Igor Schirskiy and Alina Piyevsky. Sponsors: Valeriy
Chepyrniy and Bella Rezina. Celebrated by Fr. John Mironko.
Sergiyenko, Sophia baptized and chrismated on December
17, 2005, in St. Mary Protection Church, Bridgeport, CT child
of Volodymyr Sergiyenko and Larisa Sheremet. Sponsors:
Andrei Bogatikov and Olena Serbinovska. Celebrated by Fr.
Stephen Masliuk.

ﬁ' # Holy Matrimony...

=% ds of 1/10/2006

Chad Allen Hassler and Adriane Rosalia Lashinsky in
St. John the Baptish Parish, Sharon, PA,on October 1,
2005, witnessed by Teva Tyliszczak and Stehanie L. Divers
Celebrant: Fr. Andrew Gall

Danail Gencho Nankov and Lisa Ann Tschokasch in
St. Mary Parish, Rochester, NY, on October 1, 2005,
witnessed by J.J.Havekotte and Linda Bianchi Celebrant:
Fr. Ilgor Krekhovetsky

Michael Robert Siwiec and Lu Ann Mclntyre in Holy
Trinity Parish, Trenton, NJ,on November 5, 2005, witnessed
by Joseph Kiline and Cynthia Ungee Celebrant: Fr. Ivan
Lymar

Michael Dale Smith and Nataliya Nadeevets in St.
Mary Parish, Jones, OK,on November 27, 2005, witnessed
by Andrew Swanson and Inna Jones Celebrant: Archiman-

drite Raphael

Asleep
in The Lord...

ds of 1/10/2006

Angeloni, Olga of Lawrenceville, NJ, on December 21,
2005, at age of 81, funeral December 27, 2005, officiating
clergy Fr. Ivan Lymar of Holy Trinity Parish, Trenton, NJ.
Bury, Sam of North Royalton, OH, on December 6, 2005,
at age of 87, funeral December 10, 2005, officiating
clergy Fr. John Nakonachny & Fr John Mironko of St.
Vladimir Cathedral Parish, Parma, OH.

Costello, Rose of Allentown, PA, on November 15, 2005,
at age of 97, funeral November 19, 2005, officiating clergy
Fr. Myron Oryhon of St. Mary Parish, Allentown, PA.
Daransky, Nancy of Pittsburgh, PA, on November 17, 2005,
at age of 89, funeral November 21, 2005, officiating clergy
Fr. Tim Tomson of St. Mary Parish, McKees Rocks, PA.
Flores, Guillermon J. of Philadelphia, PA, on October 23,
2005, at age of 62, funeral October 28, 2005, officiating
clergy Fr. Mikhailo Tsyuman of St. Mary Protectress
Parish, Philadelphia, PA.

Hice, Mary of Monesson, PA, on January 1, 2006, at
age of 85, funeral January 4, 2006, officiating clergy
Hieromonk Gregory of St. Nicholas Parish, Monesson, PA.
Iwashchenko, Alek Oleh of Powhatan, VA, on December
1, 2005, at age of 68, funeral December 1, 2005, officiating
clergy Hieromonk Daniel of St. Andrew Parish, So Bound
Brook, NJ.

Jackman, Mary of Butler, PA, on August 27, 2005, at
age of 97, funeral August 31, 2005, officiating clergy Fr.
Stefan Zencuch of St. Peter & Paul Parish, Lyndora, PA.

(continued on p. 30)
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BivHa nam’saTe!
Memory €ternal

Korluka, Victor P. of New Brighton, MN, on December
17, 2005, at age of 71, funeral December 21, 2005,
officiating clergy Fr. Evhen Kumka of St. Michael & St.
George Parish, Minneapolis, MN.

Kosarycz, Sophie of Coraopolis, PA, on November 24,
2005, at age of 78, funeral October 28, 2005, officiating
clergy Fr. Tim Tomson of St. Mary Parish, McKees Rocks,
PA.

Kuczak, Sonia Ann of Carteret, NJ, on October 31,
2005, at age of 84, funeral October 17, 2005, officiating
clergy Hieromonk Daniel of St. Andrew Parish, So Bound
Brook, NJ.

Mesich, Charles A. of Bovard, PA, on November 18,
2005, at age of 85, funeral November 21, 2005, officiating
clergy Hieromonk Gregory of St. Nicholas Parish,
Monessen, PA.

Nosenko, Wasyl of Evergreen Park, IL, on December
12, 2005, at age of 91, funeral December 16, 2005,
officiating clergy Fr. Taras Naumenko of Sts. Peter &
Paul Parish, Palos Park, IL.

Rapacz, Jr, Michael of St. Johnsville, NY, on December
3, 2005, at age of 82, funeral December 7, 2005,
officiating clergy Fr. Mykola Krywonos of St. Mary Parish,
Herkimer, NY.

Sobolsky, William V. of Ambridge, PA, on December 9,
2005, at age of 71, funeral December 13, 2005, officiating
clergy Fr. Michael Kochis of St. Vladimir Parish, Ambridge,

Tsapar, Mariya of Troy, NY, on December 26, 2005, at
age of 52, funeral December 30, 2005, officiating clergy
His Eminence Archbishop Antony assister by Hieromonk
Daniel, Fr Szewczuk, Fr. Paszko, Fr. Trynoha, Fr. Tcapar, Fr.
Masliuk, Deacon Wasiliewski of St. Nicholas Parish, Troy,
NY.

Toth, Joseph of Allentown, PA, on November 17, 2005,
at age of 90, funeral November 21, 2005, officiating
clergy Fr. Myron Oryhon of St. Mary Parish, Allentown,
PA.

Trypniak, Nicholas of Lorain, OH, on November 6, 2005,
at age of 81, funeral November 10, 2005, officiating
clergy Fr. Vasyl Shtelen of St. George Parish, Lorain, OH.
Wanshula, Nadia of Sandusky, OH, on January 1, 2006,
at age of 79, funeral January 5, 2006, officiating clergy
Fr. Taras Naumenko of Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, Palos
Park, IL.

Wasula, John of Troy, NY, on December 15, 2005, at
age of 95, funeral December 19, 2005, officiating clergy
Fr. Paul Szewczuk of St. Nicholas Parish, Troy, NY.
Yarmeak, Marjorie of Cecil, PA, on December 14, 2005,
at age of 70, funeral December 19, 2005, officiating
clergy Fr. Robert Popichak of Holy Ghost Parish, Slickville,
PA.

Please remember in your prayers...
Ilpocrimo 3ragara v Bawny MoaHTEAY...
he€PE3EHL - MARGH
19th 1954 -  PROTOPRIEST IVAN LECHICKY]
31st 1965-  PROTOPRIEST VOLODYMYR SOKOLOWSKY
6th 1968- PROTOPRIEST VOLODYMYR PYLYPEC
5th 1970- PROTOPRIEST MICHAEL MOSTENSKY
5th 1970- PROTOPRIEST PETRO OPARENKO
14th 1970 -  MITRED PROTOPRIEST LEONID DOLYNSKY]
15th 1970 -  PROTOPRIEST EVHEN KOROLYSHYN
18th 1982 -  PROTOPRESBYTER WILLIAM OLYNYK
23td 1986- REV. DEACON PETER WESELOWSKY
25th 1989 -  PROTOPRESBYTER OREST KULICK
8th 1993 -  PROTOPRIEST ANATOLI] BULAWKA
14th 1993 - REV. DR. MYKOLA STEPANENKO
4th 1996- REV. WILLIAM WOJCIECHOWSKI
31st 2003- PROTOPRESBYTER WILLIAM CZEKALUK
Asleep
in the Lord...
ds of 1/10/2006
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St. Mary Dormition
Jones, OK

OUR COVER...

With the fall of the Russian Empire in 1917 and
the subsequent murder of the Tsar and his family, Ukraine
enjoyed an all too short period of independence. It was
during that time that many Ukrainians, for political and
economic reasons, left their beloved ancestral homeland

and, on faith, came to a new land in search of a new life. | with bizarre Crosses on the domes; and these people, in

Entering America through the port of Galveston, Texas, addition, had foreign customs and spoke an unknown
they traveled north by train and settled in the Choctaw, |anguage!

Harrah, Jones, and Luther area of central Oklahoma. In 1924, far away from the events in Ukraine and

These hardy pioneers brought seed for planting from their i the safety of the Oklahoma prairie, the Ukrainian-American
homeland and, following the profession of innumerable  community rebuilt their temple at the same location of the
Ukrainians before them, farmed the good earth of their original structure. Since the only object to be saved from
adopted country. But these Ukrainians brought much more the first temple was an icon of the Dormition of the Virgin
than their language, their culture, and their seed for Mary, the new church was subsequently renamed St. Mary
planting. They also brought their ancient Orthodox faith, Dormition Ukrainian Orthodox Church, and was consecrated
a faith their ancestors first accepted a thousand years by Archbishop Ivan Theodorovych. This second temple was
ago from Grand Prince Volodymyr of Kyiv — six hundred  destroyed on Memorial Day in 1949, once again by a fire of
years before any Protestant ever set foot in the New  ynknown origin. It is not insignificant that Senator Joseph
World. McCarthy was making national and world headlines, at this

It was in the year 1918, that a number of Ukrainian| very time, with his sensational and unsubstantiated accusations
families, for religious and political reasons, separated against those U.S. officials, clergy and entertainers whom he

themselves from the Polish language Roman Catholic parish| termed ”Communists” and “subversives.” Ukraine was, after
of St. Theresa of Avila in Harrah, Oklahoma, and began 3|, a part of the Soviet State, was it not?

the organization of St. John’s Ukrainian National Greek- “The third time is,” as they say, “the charm.” The

Catholic Orthodox Church. temple was moved from its previous location out in the

The first temple (a wooden structure constructed  country to a one-half acre parcel of land in Jones, Oklahoma,
out in the country near Harrah, Oklahoma) mysteriously \here it was constructed again — this time of solid masonry.
burned in 1923 — the same time that Mother Ukraine was| The new building was consecrated on 28 August 1950, once
being overwhelmed by the godless Soviet state. Was it an| again by Archbishop Ivan Theodorovych. And so it remains to

accident? Only God knows. Churches of minority groups, this day — a beacon of Holy Orthodoxy on the plains of
have an all too common habit of burning — especially in| central Oklahoma.

our Southern states. It was, after all, a strange religion

JUNIOR UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX LEAGUE PYSH TRAUEL GRANT 2006

The Pysh Travel Grant was established, at the request of the benefactor, to be used for the recruitment of members for
the Jr. UOL, the development of new chapters, and the reorganization of old chapters.

e —— -
i‘;ﬂ.______.-i- &
...a-'/":\-é Are you in need of financial assistance to rejuvenate your chapter or to learn more

about the Jr. UOL by attending this year’s Annual Jr. UOL convention in Coatesville, PA?

If so, please complete the application sent to your chapter, or contact Jr. UOL President, Katya Carman
(Klizzy@twceny.rr.com 315.785.9089) for an application.

(A maximum of 3 grants in the maximum amount of $300 may

be awarded per year to either a group or individual applicant.) Dead“ne fOI’ application: May 1, 2006
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UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX GHURGH OF THE USA
OFFIGE OF PUBLIG RELATIONS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Get involved in thelife of your Church!
The successs of all Church sponsored events depends upon your participation!

Lenten UOL Retreat
24-26 March 2006
All Saints Camp - Millennium Building
Emlenton, PA

Lenten UOL Retreat
March 31-2 April 2006
St. Francis Retreat House
Bethlehem, PA

Annual Pascha Festival
8 April 2006 (Show date 15 April)
Hosted by St. Mary Parish
New Britain, CT

Church School Camp
June 25 - July 9, 2006
All Saints Camp- Ages 9-13

Teenage Conference
10-22 July 2006
All Saints Camp —Ages 13-18
(for Info about encampments contact
Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry
(412-488-9664))

Jr/Sr Ukrainian Orthodox League Conventions
26-30 July 2006
Hosted by Holy Ghost Parish Chapters
Coatesville, PA

Annual Ukrainian Food and Fun Festival
27-30 July 2006
Hosted by St. Mary Parish
McKees Rocks, PA

Mommy/Daddy and Me Camp
July 31- 4 August 2006
All Saints Camp- Ages 4-8 + Parent(s)

2005 College Student Mission Trip to Ukraine
4-20 August 2006
Sponsored by Consistory Offices of Youth and Young
Adult Ministry and Mission and Christian Charity

Parish 100th Anniversary
15-17 September 2006
St. Mary Parish
McKees Rocks, PA

We would be happy to include upcoming events
of Eparchies, Deaneries, Parishes and
Church organizations in our Calendar of Events.

Please send information
to the attention of the Editor-in-Chief!
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