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Ðiê LVI  ×èñ. IV, êâ³òåíü, 2006

It was bright and early on the first Pascha (Easter) morning
that the women made their way to the tomb. The Scriptures tell us
that they were bringing spices to anoint Christ’s body for burial. The
crucifixion had ended too close to the Sabbath, so the body had
been placed in the tomb un-anointed. Anointing the body was women’s
work and these women knew they had work ahead of them. It was
hard enough to anoint a loved one for burial – but One such as our
Lord? On the way they fretted about who would roll away the
stone from His tomb. Now, I can understand this, but some people
can’t. I am one of those people who are always thinking one step
ahead and fretting about details.

Who will roll the stone away? This can be a metaphor for
our lives. Sometimes, stones of greed and sin entomb people in our
world. Self-centeredness and sin has them in its grip. We, as Jesus
Christ’s, followers are called to go to them and help to free them
from that.  But there are times when the stone of sin could be too
large for us to move. You can’t force people to do right. We can try
to persuade them, but some people will not be persuaded. They
would rather sit in sin. Who will roll away the stone of sin? Who will
take away the rebelliousness of the human heart? Who will roll
away the stone of sin from the doors of our hearts and open them
to the love of God?

Who will roll the stone away? Sometimes stones of oppression
and poverty entomb people. Christians are being martyred around
the world as we speak – whether we want to believe it or not. Even
in countries like America, Christians often find themselves at odds
with the social and political powers of the time. Then there are
others who are imprisoned because of their race, religion or political
views. Many people feel caught in a cycle of poverty that they are
unable to escape.

Who will roll the stone away? You know most people don’t
even care. You tell them that people are dying of hunger, they ask
for seconds of cake. You tell them that the environment is being
ruined, and they complain that recycling takes too much time. You
tell them that their neighbors are dying in sin, and they say it is too
much trouble or responsibility, perhaps, to invite them to church. You
tell them of ethnic cleansing in other lands, and they say, “Well,
somebody ought to do something!”

The apathy of the human race seems immovable. Who will
roll away the stone of  this indifference? Who will make people care
enough to change the way they live? Who will release the moral will
of the human race from its tomb of non-caring attitudes?

(conclusion on p. 22)
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Permanent Conference of Ukrainian Orthodox

Bishops beyond the Borders of Ukraine
To the Priests, Deacons, Monastics and Faithful of our Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church

beyond the borders of Ukraine, all entrusted to our Archpastoral care:

CHRIST IS RISEN!  INDEED HE IS RISEN!

We greet you, beloved
brothers and sisters, on the occasion
of the Joyous and Holy Day, the
Luminous Resurrection of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.  CHRIST IS
RISEN! This solemn greeting can be
heard throughout the world and we
join in it wishing you all health,
happiness and joy.

Pascha – the Resurrection
of our Lord – is the crowning event
in all Divine care for the redemption
of the humanity from sin, curse and
death.  It is the assurance of our
own future resurrection the strong
foundation of our faith. As Christ said:
“I am the Resurrection and the Life”.

The Feast of Pascha is the
“Feast of all Feasts”. It is especially
during Pascha that the firmness and
the purity of our faith are revealed
in us and our hearts open up to the
unattainable love and charity and the
greatness and holiness of the
Christian Faith are strengthened. The
Feast unites all of these qualities at
the highest level.  It is the feast of
the highest solemnity in our Faith, the highest morality, faith
and love. On this day the earth and our hearts are filled with
the incomprehensible joy by the radiance of the Resurrection of
the Son of God.

Nature reflects the Resurrection in its spring awakening.
Every spring foretells the future spring of the entire world. The
warmth of life vanquishes the cold death of nature. The seed
planted in the soil sprouts and presents to us the concept of
our own resurrection.  In the light of Christ’s Resurrection our
departed loved ones are alive – to God and to us – and we
share with them our Paschal greeting as a certification of their
future resurrection.

The Resurrection of Christ has enlightened the entire
world with the Glory of God: the Conqueror of Hades, sin and
death is, Himself, radiant in glory, as are the angels and sinful
humanity, because we have become children of God and
inheritors of the Kingdom of God.  Let us remember how,
having physically suffered as a mortal, the Master of life –
Christ – descends into Hades, to free the souls of the righteous
ones of the Old Testament from the shackles of hell. And
behold, they are pass through the gates of Paradise to the
incorruptible, real life, singing praises of the eternal Pascha.

The earthly world however is
still engulfed in gloom, horror,
sorrow and tears. The cross still
stands on Golgotha, the stone still
bars the entrance to the grave.
Dreadful pain and grief deeply
pierce the heart of the Mother of
God.  The Myrrh-bearing women
are gathering early in the morning
preparing to anoint the body of
the Divine Teacher.

The blessed moment is,
however, drawing nearing. The
heavenly joy is transmitted to the
earth, which is convulsed to its core
by a strong earthquake. The vibrant
Messenger from Heaven appears
in the tomb, shining with the
unapproachable and radiant light
of the Resurrection.

“Rejoice!” says he to the
Myrrh-bearers.  To the one “Full
of Grace” he says:  “Pure Virgin,
rejoice, your Son is Risen!”   From
one end or the world to the other,
from generation to generation the

joyful response resounds and will forever resound:  “Indeed
He is Risen!”

The joy of this great Feast of Feasts enables us to
rejoice together with our loved ones. During the Paschal liturgical
celebration of the Resurrection, the Holy Spirit opens our
hearts to joy and love through the Paschal kiss and the greeting:
“Christ is Risen!” At this moment all personal grievances, offences
and ill feelings disappear. In the Paschal love we come closer
to comprehending God’s Love, which defies all understanding.

May the Myrrh-bearers teach us to preserve and to
pass on to our descendents all the freshness, purity and
fragrance of this Paschal joy.  May they instill in us their great
love for the Savior, a love, which made them, even though
weak in the flesh, more courageous than the Apostles, a love,
which irresistibly led them without fear through the crowds of
our Lord’s worst enemies, to Golgotha and to the doors of the
tomb.  It was a love that gave them the courage and the
bravery, ignoring all danger and prepared to sacrifice all, to
rush to the sealed tomb, a love which made them the first to
carry the news of the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.

(conclusion on p. 5)
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ÏÎÑÒIÉÍÀ ÊÎÍÔÅÐÅÍÖIß

ÓÊÐÀ¡ÍÑÜÊÈÕ ÏÐÀÂÎÑËÀÂÍÈÕ

ªÏÈÑÊÎÏIÂ ÏÎÇÀ ÌÅÆÀÌÈ ÓÊÐÀ¡ÍÈ

(çàê³í÷åííÿ íà ñò. 5)
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Âñå÷åñíîìó Äóõîâåíñòâó, ó Õðèñò³ Äèÿêîíñòâó,
ïðåïîäîáíîìó Ìîíàøåñòâó

³ ïîáîæíèì ä³òÿì íàøî¿ Öåðêâè,
äîðó÷åíèì íàø³é àðõèïàñòèðñüê³é îï³ö³

ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÂÎÑÊÐÅÑ! ÂÎ²ÑÒÈÍÓ ÂÎÑÊÐÅÑ!

Ùèðî â³òàºìî âàñ, óëþáëåí³ áðàòè ³ ñåñòðè, ç ðàä³ñíèì ñâÿòîì
ïðåñâ³òëîãî Õðèñòîâîãî Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ!

Õðèñòîñ Âîñêðåñ! Öå óðî÷èñòå ïðèâ³òàííÿ çâó÷èòü ïî âñ³õ óñþäàõ ³ ìè,
ïðèºäíóþ÷èñü äî íüîãî, ñåðäå÷íî áàæàºìî âñ³ì âàì çäîðîâ’ÿ, ùàñòÿ, ðàäîñò³!

Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ Õðèñòîâå – öå â³íåöü óñüîãî Áîæåñòâåííîãî ï³êëóâàííÿ ó âèêóïëåíí³
ðîäó ëþäñüêîãî â³ä ãð³õà, ïðîêëÿòòÿ é ñìåðò³ é äîêàç íàøîãî ìàéáóòíüîãî âîñêðåñ³ííÿ òà ì³öíà ï³äâàëèíà íàøî¿
â³ðè. Áî Õðèñòîñ ñêàçàâ:”ß âîñêðåñ³ííÿ ³ æèòòÿ!.

Ñâÿòî Âåëèêîäíÿ – íàéãîëîâí³øå ñåðåä óñ³õ
õðèñòèÿíñüêèõ ñâÿò. Ñàìå íà Âåëèêäåíü ó áàãàòüîõ ç íàñ
âèÿâëÿºòüñÿ òâåðä³ñòü ³ ÷èñòîòà íàøî¿ Â³ðè, â³äêðèâàþòüñÿ
ñåðöÿ äëÿ íåîñÿæíî¿ ëþáîâ³ ³ äîáðî÷èíñòâà, óòâåðäæóºòüñÿ
âåëè÷í³ñòü ³ ñâÿò³ñòü Õðèñòèÿíñüêî¿ â³ðè. Öå ñâÿòî ïîºäíóº
ó ñîá³ óñ³ ö³ ÿêîñò³ ó íàéâèù³é ì³ð³. Âîíî º íàéâèùà
óðî÷èñò³ñòü í³ðè, äîáðî÷èííîñò³, íàä³¿ ³ ëþáîâ³. Ó öåé ñâÿòèé
äåíü îñâ³÷óºòüñÿ áîæåñòâåííèìè ïðîìåíÿìè Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ
Ñèíà Áîæîãî ³ íåéìîâ³ðíîþ ðàä³ñòþ íàþïâíþþòüñÿ çåìëÿ
³ íàø³ ñåðöÿ.

Îáðàç Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ äàíî íàì ó ïðèðîä³ â ¿¿
âåñíÿíîìó ïðîáóäæåíí³. Êîæíà âåñíà ïðîðîêóº íàì
ìàéáóòíþ âåñíó âñüîãî ñâ³òó. Ñìåðòü ïðèðîäè ïåðåìà-
ãàºòüñÿ òåïëîì æèòòÿ. Çåðíî, êèíåíå â çåìëþ, ïðîðîñòàº
é äàº íàì óÿâëåííÿ ïðî íàøå âîñêðåñ³ííÿ.

Ó ñâ³òë³ Õðèñòîâîãî Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ æèâ³ äëÿ Áîãà é
äëÿ íàñ ³ íàø³ ñïî÷èë³, ³ ìè ïîñèëàºìî ¿ì âåëèêîäíº ïðè-
â³òàííÿ, ÿê çâ³ñòêó ïðî ¿õíº ìàéáóòíº âîñêðåñ³ííÿ.

Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ Õðèñòîâå ïðîñâ³òèëî ñëàâîþ Ãîñïîä-
íüîþ óâåñü ñâ³ò: ó ñâ³òë³ é ñëàâ³ ñàì Ïåðåìîæeöü àäà,
ãð³õà é ñìåðò³, ó ñâ³òë³ é ñëàâ³ àíãåëè é ãð³øí³ ëþäè, áî
ëþäè ñòàëè ñèíàìè Áîæèìè é ñï³âíàñë³äíèêàìè Öàðñòâà
Áîæîãî.

Çãàäàéìî, ÿê ïîñòðàäàâøè ò³ëîì, ÿê ñìåðòíèé,
Âëàäèêà æèòòÿ-Õðèñòîñ ñõîäèòü äî àäó, ùîá âèçâîëèòè ç
ïåêåëüíèõ ïóò äóø³ ñòàðîçàâ³òí³õ ïðàâåäíèê³â. ² îñü ³äóòü
âîíè ÷åðåç ðàéñüê³ äâåð³ äî íåòë³ííîãî, â³÷íî-ñóùîãî æèòòÿ,
îñï³âóþ÷è Ïàñõó â³÷íó.

À íà çåìë³ ùå ìîðîê ³ æàõ, ñêîðáîòà é ñëüîçè. Íà
Ãîëãîô³ ùå ñòî¿òü õðåñò, êàì³íü çàãîðîäæóº âõ³ä äî ãðîáó.

Ñòðàøíèé á³ëü òóãè ãëèáîêî ïðîéìàº ñåðöå Áîãî-
ìàòåð³. Æîíè-Ìèðîíîñèö³ ç ïëà÷åì ðàíî âðàíö³ çáèðàþòüñÿ
íàìàñòèòè ìèðîì ïîõîâàíå Ò³ëî Áîæåñòâåííîãî Ó÷èòåëÿ.

Àëå áëàæåííà õâèëèíà âæå áëèçüêî. Íåáåñíà
ðàä³ñòü âæå ïåðåäàºòüñÿ çåìë³, ³ âåëèêèé ñòðóñ ïîòðÿñàº
íàäðà çåìë³. Ñâ³òëèé Â³ñíèê íåáà ç’ÿâëÿºòüñÿ íà ãðîáîâîìó

êàìåí³ ³ ñÿº íåïðèñòóïíèì ñâ³òëîì âîñêðåñ³ííÿ.
“Ðàäóéòåñÿ!”, ãîâîðèòü ìèðîíîñèöÿì Ãîñïîäü, ³

äî Áëàãîäàòíî¿ ïðîìîâëÿº àíãåë-”×èñòàÿ Ä³âî, ðàäóéñÿ,
Òâ³é Ñèí âîñêðåñ!”

² â³ä êðàþ é äî êðàþ, ³ç ðîäó â ð³ä ìîãóòí³ì
íåçàìîâêàþ÷èì ãîëîñîì ïîêîë³íü ðîçíîñèòüñÿ é áóäå
ðîçíîñèòèñü ñêð³çü ³ âñþäè âñåðàä³ñíå: Âî³ñòèíó Âîñêðåñ!
Ðàä³ñòü öåðêîâíà äàº íàì ìîæëèâ³ñòü ðàä³òè ç íàøèìè
áëèæí³ìè. Ó âåëèêîäíþ í³÷, ñèëîþ Ñâÿòîãî Äóõà, íàø³
ñåðöÿ â³äêðèâàþòüñÿ äëÿ ðàäîñò³ ³ ëþáîâ³ ó âåëèêîä-
íüîìó ñâÿòîìó ïîö³ëóíêó é ïðèâ³òàííþ: ”Õðèñòîñ Âîñ-
êðåñ!- êîëè çíèêàþòü âñ³ëÿê³ îñîáèñò³ îáðàçè, íåäîáð³
ïî÷óòòÿ. Â ëþáîâ³ âåëèêîäí³é ìè íàáëèæàºìîñÿ äî
ðîçóì³ííÿ ëþáîâ³ Áîæî¿, ùî ïåðåâèùóº âñÿêå ðîçóì³ííÿ.

Íåõàé ñâÿò³ Æîíè-Ìèðîíîñèö³ íàâ÷àòü íàñ
çáåðåãòè é ïåðåäàòè íàøèì íàùàäêàì âñþ ñâ³æ³ñòü,
÷èñòîòó é ïàõîù³ ö³º¿ ðàäîñò³. Íåõàé âîíè íàâ÷àòü íàñ ³
ò³º¿ âèñîêî¿ ëþáîâ³ äî Ñïàñèòåëÿ, ùî ¿õ, íåì³÷íèõ ò³ëîì,
ïîñòàâèëà âèùå äóõîâíî é çðîáèëà á³ëüø ìóæí³ìè,
í³æ àïîñòîëè. Ëþáîâ, ÿêà íåñòðèìíî âåëà ¿õ
áåçñòðàøíèõ, êð³çü íàòîâïè ëþòèõ âîðîã³â Õðèñòà, äî
ëîáíîãî ì³ñöÿ, äî ãðîáîâèõ äâåðåé ³ äàëà ¿ì áàäüîð³ñòü
³ â³äâàãó, çàáóâøè ïðî âñå, âñ³ì æåðòâóþ÷è, ñï³øèòè
äî çàïå÷àòàíî¿ ïå÷åðè òà çðîáèëà ¿õ ïåðøèìè
áëàãîâ³ñíèöÿìè Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ.

Ñâÿòà Öåðêâà â ñâî¿õ ï³ñíÿõ ç³ñòàâëÿº Ñâ³òëèé
Äåíü Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ ç ³íøèìè íàéñâ³òë³øèì, íàçèâàþ÷è
ïåðøèé “ðàíêîì”, ïåðåäâ³ñíèêîì ³ ïî÷àòêîì äðóãîãî,
ùî áóäå ñÿÿòè ñâ³òëîì íåïðèñòóïíèì, áóäå äíåì áåç
ê³íöÿ, äíåì íåâå÷³ðí³ì.

Âøàíóéìî æ, óëþáëåí³, î÷èùåíèì ïî÷óòòÿì
ðàíîê ìàéáóòíüîãî â³÷íîãî äíÿ, ùîá íå çàéøëî éîãî
ñîíöå â³ä î÷åé íàøèõ, ëèøèâøè íàñ ó ï³òüì³ íåïðî-
ãëÿäí³é.
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In her sacred hymnography our Holy Church compares the
Most-Radiant Day of Resurrection/Pascha with other Most-
Radiant Feasts and refers to it as the first “morning”, the
forerunner of another, which will shine with the unapproachable
Light, a day without end, a day that has no evening. Let us,
therefore, our Dear and Beloved, honor this first morning of
the future eternal day, so that its sun does not set before our
eyes, leaving us in an impenetrable darkness.  Let us turn with
feelings of love and fellowship in Christ, with sincere hearts to
all our brothers and sisters – the children of or Holy Church –
and say: “Christ is Risen, and we shall live! Christ is Risen and
has conquered death, and we shall conquer the falsehood and
bondage to sin. May God rise, and His enemies be scattered!”

On this great holy day, let us not mention enemies, or
better yet, let us call them “brothers” and greet them also
with the Paschal greeting: Christ is Risen!  Even when they
might say: “Christ never existed, he was never incarnated and
he certainly did not rise from the dead”, we shall respond with
even greater faith and with mutual conviction: “Not only did
Christ exist, but He exists forever, He is alive forever. Christ is
Risen!”  Even if Satan himself and through his servants, would
slander the Risen Christ – our Life, our Light and our Hope, we
shall bravely respond to him with a sense of Almighty Victory
and the certainty of his doom: “Christ is Risen!” To all who live
and breathe, to all God’s creation we shall say today: Christ is
Risen!”

Amongst us, dear brothers and sisters in Christ, in
sincerity and in the Love of Christ, let us forget all disagreements,
let us embrace one another and walk in one spirit along the
road to the strengthening of our Holy Church, to the
resurrection and a blessed life for our nation.  May Christ, our
True God, Who has Risen from the dead, who has trampled
down death by death and upon those in the tombs has bestowed
life, through the prayers of His All-Holy Mother, the Holy and
Glorious Apostles and all the Saints, have mercy on us and save
us, because He is Merciful and He loves mankind.

CHRIST IS RISEN!  INDEED HE IS RISEN!

+ CONSTANTINE, Metropolitan
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and Diaspora

+ JOHN, Metropolitan
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ ANTONY, Archbishop
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

+ VSEVOLOD, Archbishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

+ IOAN, Archbishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Diaspora
Eparchy of Australia and New Zealand

+ YURIJ, Archbishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ JEREMIAH, Bishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Eparchy of South America (UOC of USA)

+ ANDREW, Bishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Diaspora – Eparchy of Great

Britain and Western Europe

CHRIST IS RISEN!
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Îòæå, çâåðí³ìîñÿ ç ïî÷óòòÿì ëþáîâ³ é áðàòåð-
ñòâà ó Õðèñò³, çâåðí³ìîñÿ â³ä ùèðîãî ñåðöÿ äî âñ³õ íàøèõ
áðàò³â – ä³òåé íàøî¿ ñâÿòî¿ Öåðêâè: Õðèñòîñ Âîñêðåñ, ³
ìè áóäåìî æèòè! Õðèñòîñ Âîñêðåñ, ïåðåì³ã ñìåðòü, ³
ìè íåïðàâäó é íåâîëþ ïåðåìîæåìî! Õàé âîñêðåñíå
Áîã ³ ðîçâ³þòüñÿ âîðîãè Éîãî! Àëå â öå âåëèêå ñâÿòî
áðàòåðñòâà ³ ëþáîâ³ íå áóäåìî çãàäóâàòè ïðî âîðîã³â,
àáî é êðàùå, âîðîã³â íàøèõ íàçîâåìî áðàòàìè é äî
íèõ çâåðíåìîñü ç Âåëèêîäí³ì ïðèâ³òàííÿì: Õðèñòîñ
Âîñêðåñ!

Íàâ³òü êîëè âîðîãè íàøî¿ â³ðè, ð³çí³ áåçâ³ðíèêè
– âîðîãè Õðèñòà ñòàíóòü êàçàòè: Õðèñòà é íå áóëî
çîâñ³ì ³ Â³í íå âîñêðåñ, òî ìè ùå ç á³ëüøîþ â³ðîþ é
îäíîäóøí³ñòþ ñêàæåìî: Õðèñòî íå ò³ëüêè áóâ, àëå Â³í
â³÷íî º, Â³í â³÷íî æèâå, Õðèñòîñ Âîñêðåñ! Êîëè á íàâ³òü
ñàì äèÿâîë ÷åðåç ñëóã ñâî¿õ øèðèâ ð³çí³ íàêëåïè íà
Õðèñòà âîñêðåñëîãî, íà íàøå Æèòòÿ, Ñâ³ò ³ Íàä³þ, ìè
éîìó ³ éîãî ñëóãàì ç ïî÷óòòÿì âñåñèëî¿ ïåðåìîãè íàä
íèì, ç ïåâí³ñòþ çàãèáåë³ éîãî, ñì³ëèâî ñêàæåìî: Õðèñòîñ
Âîñêðåñ! Âñüîìó, ùî æèâå é äèøå, âñ³ì ñòâîð³ííÿì
Áîæèì ñêàæåìî ñüîãîäí³, áðàòòÿ, Õðèñòîñ Âîñêðåñ!

À ïîì³æ ñîáîþ, áðàòè ³ ñåñòðè äîðîã³, ç ùèð³ñòþ
³ ëþáîâ’þ ó Õðèñò³ çàáóäåìî âñÿêó íåçãîäó, îäèí îäíîãî
îá³éìåìî ³ îäíîäóøíî ï³äåìî äàë³ ïî øëÿõó óòâåðäæå-
ííÿ ñâîº¿ ð³äíî¿ Öåðêâè, äî ñâ³òëà âîñêðåñ³ííÿ é ùàñ-
ëèâîãî æèòòÿ íàøîãî íàðîäó, ³ Õðèñòîñ, ³ñòèííèé Áîã
íàø, ùî âîñêðåñ ³ç ìåðòâèõ, ùî ñìåðòþ ñìåðòü ïîäîëàâ
³ òèì, ùî â ãðîáàõ æèòòÿ äàðóâàâ, çà ìîëèòâè Ïðå÷èñòî¿
Ñâîº¿ Ìàòåð³, ñâÿòèõ ñëàâíèõ ³ âñåõâàëüíèõ àïîñòîë³â ³
âñ³õ ñâÿòèõ ïîìèëóº ³ ñïàñå íàñ, áî Â³í ìèëîñåðäíèé ³
÷îëîâ³êîëþáåöü. Àì³íü!

ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÂÎÑÊÐÅÑ!

ÂÎ²ÑÒÈÍÓ ÂÎÑÊÐÅÑ!

+ ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ, Ìèòðîïîëèò
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ ³ ä³ÿñïîð³,

+ ²ÂÀÍ, Ìèòðîïîëèò
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè Êàíàäè,

+ÀÍÒÎÍ²É, Àðõèºïèñêîï
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ,

+ ÂÑÅÂÎËÎÄ, Àðõèºïèñêîï
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ,

+ ²ÎÀÍ, Àðõèºïèñêîï
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ä³ÿñïîð³,

ªïàðõ³ÿ Àâñòðàë³¿ ³ Íîâî¿ Çåëàíä³¿,
+ ÞÐ²É, Àðõèºïèñêîï

Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè Êàíàäè,
+ ªÐÅÌ²ß, ªïèñêîï

Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ ªïàðõ³¿
â Ï³âäåíí³é Àìåðèö³ (ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ),

+ ÀÍÄÐ²É, ªïèñêîï
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ä³ÿñïîð³,

ªïàðõ³ÿ Âåëèêîáðèòàí³¿ ³ Çàõ³äíî¿ Åâðîïè.

ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÂÎÑÊÐÅÑ!



radition: Great and Holy Friday     by V. Rev. Dennis KristofT
The greatest feast on the Christian calendar is

undoubtedly Holy Pascha which commemorates the
Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. In reality, this is a
three-day feast which begins on Great Friday. In the ancient
Church, Great Friday was also referred to as Pascha. This
day is also known as Passion Friday or Good Friday:
Passion Friday because it is the ultimate commemoration
of the Saving Passion our Lord lovingly suffered for us and
Good Friday because it is the day on which God manifested
His infinite love for us through the Son of God Who gave His
life that we might share His Life. Though the term Good
Friday comes from western sources, many Orthodox living
in countries where the Orthodox are in the minority have
adopted it This day is the ultimate celebration and
commemoration of Christ’s voluntary Death on the Cross in
obedience to the Will of the Father which restored the
relationship between God and humanity.
Ultimately through His death, Christ
shatters the dominion of Death and evil.

The liturgical commemoration of this
day begins with the Passion Matins Service
which is commonly taken on Great
Thursday evening. The characteristic
feature of this office of the sufferings of our
Lord Jesus Christ is the chanting of Twelve
Passion Gospel passages selected from
the four evangelists. The Gospel according
to St. John serves as the basis for this
retelling of the Passion, Death and Burial of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Details about our
Lord’s Passion present in the Synoptic
Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke), which are not included
in St. John’s account of the Passion are included in seven
of the 12 readings. These twelve readings describe in detail
the Passion of our Lord beginning with the Mystical Supper
at which He gave His moving theological discourse to His
Holy Apostles prior to His departure for Gethsemane.

In some parishes, a procession through the Church
with a cross is taken after the Fifth Gospel Reading. This
practice was introduced in the 19th Century by the Patriarch
of Constantinople and is a common practice in Orthodox
Churches which follow the Hellenic liturgical practices. This
compelling custom of processing with a cross embellished
with flowers and an icon of the crucified Lord has also made
inroads in some Slavic Orthodox Churches, especially
those in western countries where contact among varied
Orthodox Churches is commonplace.

On Great Friday itself, the Church strives to express
her mourning over the passion and death of Jesus in every
possible way. The celebration of the Liturgy, even the
Lenten Presanctified Liturgy, has been forbidden for the
past few centuries. A special service called the Royal Hours

is celebrated on Great Friday morning. The underlying
structure of this service are the Liturgical Hours and Typika
Service, but  stanzas and readings from the Old and New
Testaments appropriate for the day are added. Some of the
psalms applicable to the Lord’s sufferings are substituted
for the normal psalms taken at the Hours. This service was
designated the “Royal Hours”  because it was customary
that the emperor (or king) attended them. It is fitting that this
name be retained since it is a commemoration of the
passion suffered by the King of Glory.

The culmination of the Great Friday commemoration
is the procession with the Holy Shroud (plashchenitsya), on
which the image of the Crucified Lord is depicted is carried
in solemn procession and placed in the tomb. There is a
variance in tradition between western and eastern Ukraine.

In western Ukraine, this procession is taken
at the end of the Vespers service. In eastern
Ukraine and commonly throughout the
Orthodox world, the solemn procession is
taken at the Great Saturday Matins service
celebrated on Great Friday evening. The
priest vests in full priestly vestments for this
procession which goes around the temple
(church). In some places the priest carries
the Shroud, but most commonly it is held
over the priest’s head either by four men or on
a bier, while the priest carries the Holy
Gospel Book which is placed in the tomb
along with the shroud at the end of the
procession. At vespers this procession

symbolizes the deposition of Christ from the Cross and
burial in the tomb. At matins, the procession symbolizes
Christ’s descent in the abyss (Hades), to announce to the
righteous that they were soon to be liberated from the bonds
of Death.

There is a erroneous belief that the unique custom of
having the procession during the vespers service in western
Ukraine is a Uniate practice. This is absurd on many levels.
In reality, western Ukraine alone has preserved a more
ancient tradition evidenced by the fact that it is only in
recent centuries under monastic influence that matins
began to be celebrated in the evening during Great Week.
Concluding the day with a procession at the vespers service
was the ancient cathedral (parochial) practice of the
Church. Since the Latin Church has nothing even remotely
related to the procession with the shroud, there is no
foundation to even seriously suggest it is the result of
Latinization. All should be edified by the great manifestation
of God’s love for us that led Him to suffer humiliation and
death for our sake.

Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî6
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Âåëèêäåíü, ÿê êîæíîãî ðîêó. Ðàä³ñòü, ÿê çàâæäè â
öåé Ñâ³òëèé Äåíü. ×è ìîæå áóòè á³ëüøà ðàä³ñòü ³ ï³äíåñåííÿ
äóõà, ÿê ï³ä ÷àñ âåëèêîäíüîãî ïðèâ³òó:”Õðèñòîñ Âîñêðåñ!
Âî³ñòèíó Âîñêðåñ!”

Öèì ïðèâ³òîì ïîçäîðîâëÿºìî ñåáå âçàºìíî
êîæíîãî ðîêó ³ ïåðåäàºìî éîãî â íàñë³ääÿ íàøèì ä³òÿì –
ãðÿäóùèì ïîêîë³ííÿì. Íåìàº êðàùî¿, ö³íí³øî¿ ñïàäùèíè,
ÿê Âîñêðåñëèé Õðèñòîñ. Òîé ñàìèé, “ßêèé cïîêîíâ³êó áóâ
Ñëîâîì, ³ Ñëîâî áóëî â Áîãà, ³ Ñëîâî áóëî Áîã”. Òîé, ùî
÷åðåç Íüîãî âñå ñòàëîñÿ, ³ áåç Íüîãî í³ùî íå ñòàëîñÿ “. Íå
áóëî á Éîãî, - íå áóëî á ñïàñ³ííÿ; íå áóëî á Éîãî, íå
áóëî á Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ. Íå áóëî á Éîãî, íå áóëî á òîãî Ñâ³òëà,
ùî ïðîñâ³÷óº òåìðÿâó.

À òåìðÿâà, êóäè íå ãëÿíü. Òåìðÿâà – êóäè íå ï³äè.
Íåþ îêóòàíå âñå íàøå æèòòÿ. Òåìðÿâîþ íåïðîãëÿäíîþ
ïîêðèòà âñÿ íàøà çåìëÿ, ÿêà òóæèòü, ïëà÷å çà ä³òüìè
ñâî¿ìè, ÿê Ìàð³ÿ – Áîãîìàòè ï³ä õðåñòîì, êîëè ñîíöå
ïîãàñëî, ùîá íå áà÷èòè òèõ ïåêó÷èõ, ÿê æàð, ñë³ç ̄ ¿, Ìàòåð³.
Áóëà òåìðÿâà. Â ò³é òåìðÿâ³ òð³óìôóâàëè êàòè, ï’ÿí³â â³ä
ðàäîñòè Ñèíåäð³îí. Ïîõîâàâ Ñâ³òëî ñâ³òó, ùå é êàìåíåì
âàæêèì ïðèäàâèâ – ïå÷àòòþ öàðñüêîþ çàïå÷àòàâ,
îçáðîºíèõ âî¿í³â íà ñòîðîæ³ ïîñòàâèâ.

Çãàñèëè, âáèëè Ñâ³òëî, ïîãðåáëè, à Âîíî ùå ç
á³ëüøîþ ñèëîþ âîñêðåñëî, çàñâ³òèëî.

Õðèñòîñ Âîñêðåñ! Âî³ñòèíó Âîñêðåñ! “Êîëè á Õðèñòîñ
íå âîñêðåñ, òî ìàðíà áóëà á â³ðà íàøà, ìàðíà ïðîïîâ³äü
íàøà”,- êàæå ñâ.àï. Ïàâëî (1 Êîð.:15-17).

Òàê, Â³í âîñêðåñ ò³ëüêè çàëèøèâñÿ Éîãî ïîðîæí³é
ãð³á. ² ùî æ ãîâîðèòü íàì öåé Éîãî ïîðîæí³é ãð³á? Áàãàòî!
Îäíèì ãîëîñèòü ñòðàõ, äðóãèì ðàä³ñòü. Îäíèì ãîëîñèòü
ñìåðòü, äðóãèì æèòòÿ. Éîãî ìîâà – öå ìîâà ñàìîãî Áîãà.
Êîëè æ ãîâîðèòü Áîã, Éîãî ìîâà º òàê ñòðàøíîþ, ùî ç
ïåðåëÿêó îäí³ âò³êàþòü, ùîá äåñü ñõîâàòèñÿ, ÿê Àäàì,
â÷èíèâøè ãð³õ ó ðàþ, àáî ç ïåðåñòðàõó ñòàþòü ñòîâïîì, ÿê
æ³íêà Ëîòà.

Êîëè çåìëÿ çàòðóñèëàñÿ â³ä ãðîáó Ãîñïîäíüîãî áóâ
â³äâàëåíèé êàì³íü, íà ÿêîìó ðèìñüê³ âî¿íè ïîáà÷èëè ÿíãîëà
â á³ëèõ øàòàõ, ùî ñ³ÿâ, ÿê ñîíöå. Çî ñòðàõó îäí³ ïîïàäàëè íà
çåìëþ, ³íø³ ïî÷àëè âò³êàòè. Äîâ³äàâøèñü ïðî öþ ïîä³þ, âèñîêà
æèä³âñüêà ðàäà âæàõíóëàñÿ. Ñòàëà ïðèäóìóâàòè âñå ìîæëèâå,
ùîá çêëåâåòàòè ³ñòèíó âîñêðåñ³ííÿ.

Ñïî÷àòêó æàõíóëèñÿ é Ìèðîíîñèö³-Æ³íêè, ³ öå áóëî
ñàìîçðîçóì³ëå. Íàäïðèðîäíå ÿâèùå. Áîæà ìîâà. Òà öå áóëî
ñïî÷àòêó. Ñòðàõ ¿õ ñêîðî ïåðåõîäèòü â ðàä³ñòü, ³ âîíè ñòàþòü
ïåðøèìè áëàãîâ³ñíèêàìè Âîñêðåñëîãî Õðèñòà.

Ìèíàþòü ñòîë³òòÿ. Ñõðåùóþòüñÿ äóìêè âèñîêî¿
ëþäñüêî¿ íàóêè ³ òåõí³êè, àëå ä³éñí³ñòü Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ Õðèñòîâîãî
³ Éîãî ïîðîæí³é ãð³á çàëèøàþòüñÿ ñòðàøíîþ, ïðîðå÷èñòîþ
Áîæîþ ìîâîþ, ÿêà íàâîäèòü íà îäíèõ ñòðàõ, äðóãèì æå äàº
íàäçåìíó ðàä³ñòü ³ â³äâàãó. Ìàòåð³ÿë³ñòè÷íèé, áåçáîæíèöüêèé
ñâ³ò òðåìòèòü ïåðåä ìîâîþ ïîðîæíüîãî ãðîáó, ñòàðàþ÷èñü
çàòåìíèòè éîãî íàéáðóäí³øèìè ìåòîäàìè, Ñàìîãî Õðèñòà
ùå òÿæ÷èì êàìåíåì ïðèäàâèòè. Àëå ìîâà Éîãî ïîðîæíüîãî
ãðîáó ñèëüí³øà. Íàïåðåê³ð óñ³ì âîðîãàì Âîñêðåñëîãî, Öåðêâà

Õðèñòîâà ðîñòå, ñ³þ÷è çäîðîâå çåðíî ïðàâäè Ñâ. ªâàíãåë³¿, âñå
íîâèìè, íàïîâíåíèìè ðàä³ñòþ é â³äâàãîþ áëàãîâ³ñíèêàìè Éîãî.

Éîãî âîñêðåñ³ííÿ ³ ïîðîæí³é ãð³á, öå äëÿ îäíèõ ñìåðòü,
äëÿ äðóãèõ æèòòÿ.

²ñóñà, ³ñòèííîãî Áîãà, ùî âçÿâ íà Ñåáå ëþäñüêå ò³ëî,
þðáà îáâèíóâàòèëà, çàñóäèëà, îïëþâàëà ³ ðîçï’ÿëà. Ãàíåáíî
ïîâ³ñèëà, í³áè çëî÷èíöÿ ì³æ çëî÷èíöÿìè. Àëå Ñëîâî, ßêå áóëî
ñïîêîíâ³êó, íå ïîòðàïèëà âáèòè. Ñëîâî-Áîã ñòàëî äëÿ íèõ íå
ëèøå ñòðàõîì, àëå ñìåðòþ. Öå îñòàííº ñòàëîñÿ íàéïåðøå çî
çðàäíèêîì ²þäîþ. Âïðîäîâæ äîâãèõ ñòîë³òü ï³øëî ö³ºþ äîðîãîþ
äóæå áàãàòî ²þä ²ñêàð³îòñüêèõ, ÿê³ áóëè ïðîòè Õðèñòà ³ Éîãî
Áîæåñòâåííî¿ Ïðàâäè. Áî õòî íå â³ðèòü â Õðèñòà ³ Éîãî
Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ, òîé âìèðàº íå ò³ëüêè ô³çè÷íî, àëå é äóõîâíî. Öåé
äóõîâíèé çàíåïàä, ùî ÿâëÿºòüñÿ ñìåðòþ, áà÷èìî òàì, äå íåìàº
â³ðè ó Âîñêðåñëîãî Õðèñòà. Äå ¿¿ íåìàº, òàì íåâîëÿ, ñòðàõ,
êàéäàíè, ñëüîçè, êðîâ ³ ñìåðòü.

Ò³ëüêè òàì º æèòòÿ, äå º â³ðà ó Âîñêðåñëîãî Õðèñòà. Â³í
æå ñàì ñêàçàâ:”Õòî â³ðóº â Ìåíå, õî÷ ³ âìðå – æèòèìå.

Òîìó â Ñâ³òëèé Äåíü Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ Õðèñòîâîãî ñï³ø³ì äî
Éîãî ïîðîæíüîãî ãðîáó, ùîá éîãî ïðîðå÷èñòà ìîâà íàïîâíèëà
íàñ ñâ³æîþ â³ðîþ, ðàä³ñòþ é â³äâàãîþ, ÿê Æîí-Ìèðîíîñèöü, ÿê
Éîãî Ó÷í³â. Ïðèâ³òàéìî ç ëþáîâ’þ îäèí îäíîãî òà ïåðåäàéìî
â ñåðöÿõ íàøèõ ïðèâ³ò òèì, ùî â öåé äåíü òåðïëÿòü ãîëîä ³
õîëîä Âîðêóò ³ Êîëèì, òèì, ùî ¿ì âîðîã íå äàº ñïîê³éíî
ìîëèòèñÿ. Ïåðåäàéìî ¿ì âñ³ì íàø õðèñòèÿíñüêèé ïðèâ³ò,
ñïîâíåíèé ãëèáîêî¿ â³ðè:”Õðèñòîñ Âîñêðåñ!”

ÙÎ ÃÎÂÎÐÈÒÜ
ÍÀÌ ÉÎÃÎ ÏÎÐÎÆÍ²É ÃÐ²Á?

Ïðîò. Ì. Ã³ëüòàé÷óê
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John 20:19-31

God has blessed us with peace so that we may
rejoice in the magnificent moments of Holy
Pascha continuing through Bright Week in

    remembrance of Christ’s Holy Resurrection.
The Gospel mentions two appearances of Christ to

His Holy Apostles. The first of these appearances took
place on the evening of the day He resurrected, when there
were ten Apostles present because of the betrayal and
suicide of Judas and the absence of Thomas. The Apostles
being afraid of Jews because they were disciples of the One
Who was condemned to death, were secretly meeting in
the house with the doors locked.

At this point, a miracle takes place, and Jesus
appears among them, showing His wounded hands and ribs
(Jn. 19:31). On this occasion, Christ gives His Apostles the
mission to start preaching His teachings: “As my Father
has sent Me, I also send you.” (Jn. 20:21) Also at this time,
Christ gives to His Apostles the
power of forgiving, or in other
words, He institutes the Sacra-
ment of Holy Repentance (Con-
fession). He does this by
breathing on them, saying,
“Receive the Holy Spirit! If you
forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the
sins of any, they are retained (Jn.

20:22-23).” Christ also said, “As-
suredly, I say to you, whatever
you bind on Earth will be bound in Heaven, and whatever you
loose on Earth will be loosed in Heaven (Mt. 18:18).”

Upon learning of Christ’s appearance, Thomas
expressed great doubt about the truth of the Resurrection,
saying, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and
put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into
His side, I will not believe (Jn. 20:25).”

The second appearance of Jesus Christ takes place
“after eight days”. This time, Thomas is present. Christ
appears among the Apostles entering through locked doors
and greeting them with the words, “Peace be with you.”

After this, He walks straight to Thomas asking him to verify
His wounded hands and pierced ribs, saying, “Do not be
unbelieving, but believing (Jn. 20:27).” Thomas now realizes
his mistake and is convinced that before him stands our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, saying, “My Lord and My
God.” Christ then responds to Thomas with the words,
“Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed.
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed
(Jn. 20:29).”

Thomas’ faith became very strong in his ministry.
Christians from India still call themselves “of Thomas.” The
Holy Apostle Thomas suffered a martyr’s death at the order
of a local ruler.

What then is the message of this Gospel account? In
the Sermon on the Mount, our Lord presented the Nine
Beatitudes, which we chant at the Divine Liturgy.
Theologians emphasize that Christ addresses His
believers several times with similar words as in the
Beatitudes. His words to Thomas might be considered a
Beatitude: “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have believed.”

Even though Thomas was finally convinced that the
Resurrected Christ stood before him and even though he

gave his life for Christ, he remains labeled as “Doubting
Thomas”. He is the prototype of those who doubt their faith
and there are many. Are we really that weak in our faith that
we always need new arguments and proof of Christ’s
Resurrection? Is there not enough proof on Resurrection
Sunday, in the faith of millions and millions of Christians
from Pentecost until today who “had not seen but yet have
believed”?

In the time of the Apostle Paul some Greek
philosophers could not accept him and his teachings

St.
Thomas
Sunday

by Fr. Volodymyr Steliac
St. Andrew Cathedral, Silver Spring, MD

(continued on page 10)
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responds to Thomas with the words, “Thomas, because you
have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those
who have not seen and yet have believed (Jn. 20:29).”

”

“

8 Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî Ðiê LVI  ×èñ. IV, êâ³òåíü, 2006

The Sundays  



Ukrainian Orthodox Word

O
n the Second Sunday after Pascha the Church

commemorates the Myrrhbearers: Both Joseph
of Arimathea, who obtained Jesus’ Body, and laid

Him in a tomb in his own garden, and the women who came
as soon as the Law permitted, the day after the Sabbath,
at the break of dawn, to anoint Jesus’ Body with spices, as
was the Jewish custom. While the crowds of people who
had hailed His entrance into Jerusalem as the entrance of
a King had turned against Him only a week later, while all
but one of His closest friends and disciples, the Apostles,
had deserted Him and fled in fear, Joseph and these women
stood by Christ until the very end - or, until what they thought
to be the very end.

As we hear in the Gospel Reading, these women were
now approaching His tomb, the tomb in which they believed
their Lord was buried. Because of their unwavering loyalty

in the face of potential expulsion from the synagogue,
because of their love, they became the first to hear the
joyous, life-changing, earth-shattering news of His Glorious
Resurrection.

But while it is a fact that Jesus Christ has risen from
the dead, while He has burst forth from the tomb, trampling
down Death by His Life-Creating Death and Resurrection,
the tragic fact remains, brothers and sisters, that to this
very day, some try to keep Christ within that tomb. The tomb
in which we try to keep Him may look different from that
tomb in the garden in Jerusalem. And it may vary from
person to person. But, sadly, the tomb in which we most
often try to keep Christ is here: Our very church.

The fact of the Resurrection has changed history
forever, it is the Good News, the evangelion, the Gospel,
which should be proclaimed to every living person, to the
very ends of the earth. But how many of us, we, who are
Orthodox Christians, who hear the proclamation of the
Gospel, celebrate the Resurrection, and worship the Risen
Lord Jesus Christ every time that we enter the church, then
leave, and reenter the world, our world, the lives that we live,
and attempt to leave Him there in the church? Attempt to
limit His presence to that place, and that place alone?

We may deny doing this, but the proof is in the way
that we live our lives. We act as though this is the only place

where Christ is present, and when we walk out of here, we
leave His presence, and step out into another world, a world
that never heard the joyous proclamation of the angels,
spoken to the Myrrh-Bearing women.

It was the German philosopher, Frederich Nietzsche,
who said, “ God is dead. ” And the proof, he said, are the
churches, which have become the tombs of God. And if
Nietzsche could say this about Western society over 100
years ago, how much more is it the case today, brothers
and sisters? How much more does our society behave as

though God were not present? As if we could lock
Him in a golden cage, as one song says? And what
is most appalling is that we contribute to this. By our
very actions, or lack thereof, we tell the world that
Christ is still locked away within the tomb.

When the women in today’s reading were approaching
the tomb, they were wondering how they would move the
stone, the stone that was keeping them from approaching
their Lord. There are such stones in our lives as well,
brothers and sisters. Stones that seal Christ in His tomb,
or rather, that prevent us from fully experiencing the
presence of the Risen Lord in our lives. Our stones take
many different forms, but perhaps the greatest stone, both
in our personal lives, and in our society today that we must
roll away is that of indifference. Certainly indifference is the
best way to describe what the prevalent attitude of our
society has become toward the Christian message of the
Gospel.

“Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. Sure, that’s fine,
but, really, so what? What does that have to do with my
everyday life? What does that have to do with having to go
to work, or paying my bills, or raising my family? ” Isn’t this
the mindset of society today? And, when we live our lives
as though we are not in the presence of the Risen Lord, isn’t
this also our own mindset? We might like to say otherwise,
but actions speak louder than words.

Ointment
Bearing
Women

by Fr. Gregory Czumak
Four Evangelists Mission, Bel Air, MD

Mk. 15: 43-16:8

(continued on page 10)

     Roll away the stone of indifference. Wear
your faith on your sleeve - wear it proudly!“ ”
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Some might say, “ well, I don’t wear my faith on my
sleeve, its something private, something between God and
me.” But that’s a pretty strange response from someone
who claims to be a Christian. It’s not what Holy Scripture
tells us is the way that we should act. It’s certainly not what
Christ Himself taught, when He said, “ by this all will know
that you are My disciples , if you love one another.”

Others might say, “ well, I ’ m not a fanatic! ” To which

the Church responds, “ why not? ” It’s alright to be a fanatic
about football, or car racing, or just about anything else, and
those of us who are don’t care if everyone knows it. Why
don’t we want people to know that we are just as dedicated,
just as passionate, about our faith? About the Church?
About our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ? Why don’t
we want people to know it? Why don’t we say grace before
we eat in public, at a restaurant? Are we embarrassed, or
ashamed? Remember our Lord’s words, “ whoever is
ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed
when He comes in the Glory of His Father with the holy
angels.” I pray that this isn’t the case with us, brothers and
sisters.

Do not try to keep Christ in that tomb! Do not pretend
that we leave Him in the church when we walk out of the
door! Do not act as though He isn’t present in our everyday
lives. Roll away the stone of indifference. Wear your faith on
your sleeve - wear it proudly! Of what am I more afraid - the
scorn of men, or the scorn of God? Yes, there are people
out there in the world who might laugh at me, or snicker, or
talk behind my back because they know, from my behavior,
that I’m a Christian. So what! Are any of them capable of
granting me salvation? Have any of them loved me so much
that they have died for me? That I might know eternal life?

Let us love the Lord God with all of our mind, and all
of our strength, and all of our soul. Let us love one another
as Christ has loved us, and He will make Himself manifest
to us. Like the Myrrhbearing Women, we will experience the
presence of the Risen Lord; He will abide within us, and we
within Him. And when we walk out of our parishes, I pray that
we all, like the Myrrhbearing women, bear witness to the
empty tomb. That we all live our lives so that the world will
know, through us, the presence of the Risen Lord Jesus
Christ, to Whom is due all glory, honor and worship, along
with His Unoriginate Father and His All Holy, Good, and
Life-Creating Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages of ages.
Amen.

Christ is Risen!

because he proclaimed Christ and His Resurrection (Acts

17:18). Let’s not follow them, but rather listen to the same
Holy Apostle who proclaimed, “If Christ is not risen, your
faith is futile; you are still in your sins (1 Cor. 15:17) .”The
same apostle wrote to the Romans, “So then faith comes
by hearing and hearing by the word of God (Romans 10:17).”

Let us not focus too much on condemning those who
doubt as did Thomas. He was not a nonbeliever in today’s
meaning of the word. We can say he was the one of those
who wanted to have clear evidence of the Resurrection; one
who wanted to verify what took place. He doubted like the
Apostle Peter did when he asked Christ to let him walk on
the surface of the sea. At the moment when the wind
became stronger, Peter began to cry out, asking Christ for
help. “And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and
caught him, and said to him: Oh, you of little faith, why did
you doubt (Mt. 14:31)?’’

Thomas is personally convinced of the reality of the
Resurrection and this conviction is a miracle. His belief
helps us to believe in Christ. We believe also what Myrrh-
Bearing Women saw and claimed, being witnesses to both
the first and second appearance of Christ. We also believe
that the Apostle John, who was an eyewitness to the
conversation between Christ and Thomas, recorded for us.
We believe in the written words of the Holy Evangelist Luke
who while walking with Cleopas to Emmaus met Christ
along the way. We believe in those 500 brothers who saw
the Resurrected Christ. We believe in all that the Evangelist
wrote. The Apostle and Evangelist John ends his Gospel
with the impressive words, “These are written that you may
believe that Jesus IS the Christ, the Son of God, and that
believing you may have life in His name (Jn. 20:31).”

Let us all live as those who believe in a resurrected
Jesus Christ: a real life, a life of love, peace and tolerance
as He instructed us. Let us come to our parishes where His
name is proclaimed with the hope of better days. Let us
come with faith and love to the Holy Chalice to receive His
Body and Blood in Holy Communion. Let us proclaim
together, “Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down
Death by death, and to those in the tombs bestowing life.”
Let us all proclaim Christ in our life, a life that is built on the
foundation of His teaching, saying together with Thomas,
“My Lord and My God”, be with me all the days of my life and
help me to know You as King and God, the One who
trampled Death and sin through Your Resurrection. Amen.

St. Thomas Sunday Ointment BearingWomen
(continued from page 8) (continued from page 9)
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  Are we really that weak in our faith
  that we always need new arguments
and proof of Christ’s Resurrection?“

”

...sadly, the tomb in which we most often try
to keep Christ is here: Our very church.“ ”
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Â. Êðåõ

Âåñíà 1938 ðîêîó. Íåäàëåêî Õîðåâî¿ âóëèö³ íà
Ïîäîë³ â Êèºâ³ ñòîÿëà ùå íå çàêðèòà áîëüøåâèêàìè
ìàëåíüêà öåðêâà. Ìîæå òîìó ¿¿ áîëüøåâèêè é çîñòàâèëè
â ñïîêî¿, ùî ¿¿ íàñòîÿòåëü áóâ òàêèì ñòàðèì, ùî íàïåâíî
âæå â Ñèá³ð íå äî¿õàâ áè, à ïîìåð â äîðîç³. Â³äâ³äóâàëî
öþ öåðêâó äóæå áàãàòî êèÿí, àëå ïåðåâàæíî ñòàðø³
ëþäè, áî ìîëîäü áîÿëàñü. Íå äàé Áîæå, ñòàëî á â³äîìî,
ùî õòîñü ç ñòóäåíò³â áóâ â öåðêâ³, òî âæå éîìó ì³ñöÿ â
ÂÓÇ-³ íå áóëî.

Ï³äõîäèâ Âåëèêäåíü. Êîæíà ðîäèíà çáèðàëàñü
ñâÿòêóâàòè öå ñâÿòî, Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ Õðèñòîâîãî ³ êîæåí
õîò³â ÿêîñü ïîñâÿòèòè ïàñêó çà ñòàðèì çâè÷àºì. Àëå
êîæåí ³ áîÿâñÿ. Ìîëîäü ïî îäí³é ïðè÷èí³, à ñòàðø³
â³êîì ïî äðóã³é – ùîá ÷àñîì íå çâ³ëüíèëè ç ïðàö³ ç
“âîâ÷èì êâèòêîì”.

ß æèâ òîä³ ó ïðèÿòåë³â ìîãî áàòüêà íà
Âîçäâèæåíñüê³é âóëèö³ íà Ïîäîë³. Ãîñïîäàð³ ïîìåøêàííÿ,
ñåðåäíüîãî â³êó ïîäðóææÿ, áàãàòî ðàç³â ñïåðå÷àëèñÿ
ì³æ ñîáîþ, õòî ç íèõ ìàº ï³òè ïîñâÿòèòè ïàñêó, ùîá
öèì, ÷àñîì, íå íàøêîäèòè ñîá³. ×îëîâ³ê íàïîëÿãàâ, ùî
öå ìàº çðîáèòè æ³íêà, áî íà æ³íîê “ñåêñîòè” ìåíøå
çâåðòàþòü óâàãó, à æ³íêà äîâîäèëà, ùî öå ìàº çðîáèòè
÷îëîâ³ê, áî ÿê ì³ë³ö³ÿ áóäå ðîçãàíÿòè, òî â³í øâèäøå
çìîæå âòåêòè, ³ ò .ä. Ìåí³ äîâåëîñÿ âñþ öþ
“àð´óìåíòàö³þ” íå ðàç ÷óòè, ³ îäíîãî ðàçó, êîëè òàêà
ðîçìîâà ïåðåøêîäæàëà ìåí³ ãîòóâàòèñü äî ëåêö³é
íàñòóïíîãî äíÿ, ÿ “àâòîðèòåòíî” çàÿâèâ, ùî ïàñêó ñâÿòèòè
ï³äó ÿ òà ùî ¿ñòè ¿¿ áóäåìî ìè, à íå ì³ë³ö³ÿ.

Â Ñòðàñíó Ñóáîòó ïî¿õàâ ÿ äî ñâî¿õ áàòüê³â ó
Äàðíèöþ, âçÿâ ï³äãîòîâëåíå ìàìîþ äî ñâÿ÷åííÿ òà
ïðèâ³ç íà ñâîþ êâàðòèðó, äå âîíî áóëî ñêëàäåíå â
îäèí êîøèê ç ïàñêîþ ìî¿õ ãîñïîäàð³â. Êîðîòêî ïåðåä
ï³âí³÷÷þ äî ìåíå ïðèéøëè ùå òðè ìî¿ òîâàðèø³ ïî
òåõí³êóìó, ³ ìè ðóøèëè “íà ðîçâ³äêó” äî öåðêâè. Öåðêâà
áóëà ïîâíà ëþäåé.  Ïðè âõîä³ òàêîæ ñòîÿëî ê³ëüêà
äåñÿòê³â, ÿêèì á³ëüø íå áóëî ì³ñöÿ â öåðêâ³. Àëå âñå öå
áóëè ñòàðø³ ëþäè, ïåðåâàæíî æ³íêè. Ïðîñòîÿâøè
äåÿêèé ÷àñ ïðè âõîä³ äî öåðêâè òà ïðîñëóõàâøè
“Õðèñòîñ Âîñêðåñ”, ìè êèíóëèñü øâèäåíüêî äîäîìó,
ùîá âçÿòè ïàñêè ³ âñòèãíóòè ùå íà ïîñâÿ÷åííÿ.

Ïîñâÿ÷åííÿ â³äáóëîñü ïåðåä öåðêâîþ íà õ³äíèêó,
³ â ñàì³é öåðêâ³. Ïåðåä ñàìèì ïîñâÿ÷åííÿì ëþäåé ñòàëî
ïðèáóâàòè. ßê ò³í³ ç’ÿâëÿëèñü âîíè ç ð³çíèõ áîê³â, ñòàâëÿ÷è
êîøèêè ç ïàñêàìè äëÿ îñâÿ÷åííÿ. Ì³æ öèìè ëþäüìè
ïîÿâèëàñü âæå ³ ìîëîäü, ÿêà, îäíà÷å, òðèìàëàñü á³ëüøå
òåìíèõ êóòê³â. Äóæå ìàëî â êîãî ãîð³ëè á³ëÿ êîøèê³â

ñâ³÷êè. Á³ëüø³ñòü ñòîÿëè â ïîòåìêàõ, áî òàê áóëî
áåçïå÷í³øå. Âæå çàê³í÷èëîñü ïîñâÿ÷åííÿ ïàñîê, ³ ëþäè
ïî÷àëè ðîçõîäèòèñü, ÿê ðàïòîì ïî÷óëîñÿ: Ì³ë³ö³ÿ! Âñ³
êèíóëèñÿ âðîçò³÷, õòî êóäè. ß ç ñâî¿ìè òîâàðèøàìè
ïîá³ã â íàïðÿìêó íåäàëåêîãî ñêâåðó, äå íà áåòîíîâîìó
ï’ºäåñòàë³ ñòîÿâ, ÿê ïàì’ÿòíèê, ñòàðèé ïàíöåð. Ñõîâàâøè
êîøèê ï³ä ïàíöåðîì, ìè íàáðàëè â êèøåí³ êàì³ííÿ,
ÿêå êóïîþ ëåæàëî òóò æå, ïðèãîòîâàíå äëÿ ÿêî¿ñü
ïîòðåáè, ³ á³ãîì âåðíóëèñü äî öåðêâè. Òóò ïîáà÷èëè,
ùî õî÷ ëþäåé çàëèøèëîñü ³ ìàëî, àëå ¿õ îòî÷èëè
ì³ë³ö³îíåðè ³ ïî÷àëè ïåðåâ³ðÿòè ïàøïîðòè. Òîä³ ìè
âèð³øèëè “âîþâàòè”. Ò³ëüêè ïîëåò³ëè ïåðø³, êèíóò³ íàìè
êàìí³ íà ì³ë³ö³îíåð³â, ÿê ç äðóãîãî áîêó ïî÷àëîñü òå æ
ñàìå. Ïåðåâàæíî ìîëîäü, ÿêà âñòèãëà âòåêòè ç îòî÷åííÿ
ì³ë³ö³¿, ïî÷àëà “áîìáàðäóâàòè áëþñòèòåë³â ïîðÿäêó”
âñ³ì, ùî ïîïàëî ï³ä ðóêó. Äåñü çáîêó çàòð³ùàâ ïàðêàí ³
íà ì³ë³ö³þ ïîëåò³ëè êóñêè äîùîê, à çà íèìè ´ðàí³òí³
ïëèòêè, ÿêèìè áóâ âèëîæåíèé áðóê. Ì³ë³ö³ÿ
ðîçãóáèëàñü, à òèì ÷àñîì îòî÷åí³ ëþäè, êîðèñòàþ÷èñü
ìîìåíòîì, ïî÷àëè ðîçá³ãàòèñü â ð³çí³ ñòîðîíè. ² äîêè
ì³ë³ö³ÿ çîð³ºíòóâàëàñü çâ³äêè íà íå¿ ëåòèòü êàì³ííÿ, âñ³
ïîâò³êàëè. Òîä³ ³ “íàïàäàþ÷³”, à â ¿õ ÷èñë³ ³ ÿ ç
òîâàðèøàìè, êèíóëèñü âðîçò³÷. Çàáðàâøè ñâÿ÷åíå ç-
ï³ä ïàíöåðà, ìè, ÷åðåç áóâøèé Ôëîðîâñüêèé ìîíàñòèð,
ïðîáðàëèñü íà Âîçäâèæåíñüêó âóëèöþ ³ ÿ, â³ääàâøè
ïàñêó ñâî¿ì ãîñïîäàðÿì, ï³øîâ ç òîâàðèøàìè äî
òðàìâàÿ, ùîá ¿õàòè ðàçîì äî ìî¿õ áàòüê³â ó Äàðíèöþ
ðîçãîâëÿòèñü.

Òàê çàê³í÷èëàñü “ãåðîéñüêà” îïåðàö³ÿ ì³ë³ö³îíåð³â
ç Ïîä³ëüñüêîãî ðàéîíó Êèºâà íà Õîðåâ³é 26 ïðîòè êèÿí,
ÿê³, íå äèâëÿ÷èñü íà ïåðåñë³äóâàííÿ, òàêè ïîñâÿòèëè
ïàñêè, õî÷ ³ ïðèéøëîñÿ ìîëîäøèì ç íèõ, ïåðåä òèì,
ÿê ðîçãîâ³òèñü, êàì³ííÿì â³äâîéîâóâàòè íà öå ïðàâî.

ÑÏÎÃÀÄÈ...

ÌIÉ ÑÒÓÄÅÍÒÑÜÊÈÉ

ÂÅËÈÊÄÅÍÜ
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Âåñíà. Õòî íå ò³øèòüñÿ íåþ? ² ñòàðø³, é ìîëîäü
õî÷óòü òåïëà, ñâ³òëà. Òàì, äå íåäàâíî ïàíóâàëà çèìà,
ïàíóâàëà ñìåðòü, äå çåìëÿ áóëà ñêîâàíà ï³ä á³ëèì
ïîêðèâàëîì, à çàâ³ðþõà ñï³âàëà ñâîþ ïàíàõèäó,
â³äíîâèëîñÿ æèòòÿ. Ïðèéøëà âåñíà: òåïëî ³ ñâ³òëî. ª
õîëîäíå ñâ³òëî – ñâ³òëî åëåêòðè÷íî¿ ëàÿìïî÷êè, ùî íå
ïîêëèêàº äî æèòòÿ ïðèðîäè, ÿêà çàñíóëà é çàìåðçëà.
²ñíóº õîëîäíå ñâ³òëî ï³çíàííÿ, â³ä ÿêîãî ëþäÿì ñòàº ùå
çèìí³øå. ²ñíóº õîëîäíå ñëîâî, çì³ñòîì, ìîæå, âïîâí³
êîðåêòíå, àëå âîíî í³êîãî íå çâîðóøóº, í³êîãî íå
ïðèâîäèòü äî Áîãà . Ùî æ òàêå ªâàíãåë³º? Öå ñâ³òëî,
àëå òåïëå ñâ³òëî.

“Âèéøîâ ñ³ÿòè ñ³ÿ÷…”. Ùî áóëî æèâèì çà÷àòêîì
Ñëîâà? Ëþáîâ. Ãîñïîäü í³êîëè íå ñ³ÿâ ï³çíàííÿ çàäëÿ
ï³çíàííÿ, àëå çàâæäè, ÿê çàñ³á ïðèòÿãíåííÿ ëþäåé ÷åðåç
ëþáîâ äî Îòöÿ ³ íàøå ï³çíàííÿ Ñëîâà í³êîëè íå ïîâèííî
îáìåæóâàòèñÿ “ï³çíàííÿì” ²ñòèíè, àëå ëþáîâ’þ äî
²ñòèíè. ² íàø³ ñëîâà, õî÷áè ìè ¿õ âèñëîâèëè ìîâîþ
àíãåë³â, ³ íàøå ñâ³äîöòâî äëÿ áëèæí³õ áåç ëþáîâ³ -
ò³ëüêè ì³äü, ùî äçâåíèòü. ² íàø³ òàê çâàí³ äîáð³ ä³ëà,
ÿêùî íå âèõîäÿòü ç ëþáîâ³, íå ïðèíåñóòü íàì æàäíî¿
êîðèñòè. “Áåç ëþáîâ³ ìè í³ùî” ïèøå àïîñòîë.

Â ñâ³ò³, íå çâàæàþ÷è íà âåñíó ³ çáëèæåííÿ ë³òà,
òàê çèìíî. Æàäíèìè øòó÷íèìè ñîíöÿìè ç³ãð³òè ëþäåé
íå ìîæíà. ßê ïîòð³áí³ òåïåð ó÷í³ Õðèñòîâ³, ÿê³ âèêîíóâàëè
á Éîãî íîâó çàïîâ³äü:”…ùîá ëþáèëè îäèí îäíîãî, ÿê ß
ïîëþáèâ âàñ”. ª ëþáîâ îñîáèñòà (å´î³çì), º ðîäèííà, º
ëþáîâ äî îêðåìèõ îñ³á, àëå Ãîñïîäü ãîâîðèòü ïðî ³íøå.
Éîãî ëþáîâ íå îõîïëþº ëèøå äåêîãî, àëå âñ³õ. Êîæíèé
äîðîãèé Éîìó, íàâ³òü òîé, ùî íàéá³ëüø íàãð³øèâ. Â³í
ëþáèòü íå çà ùîñü, àëå áëàãîäàòíî. Â³í íå âèìàãàº
äëÿ Ñåáå ÷îãî-áóäü çà ëþáîâ ³ íå î÷³êóº ñïî÷àòêó íàøî¿
ëþáîâ³, àëå äàº ¿¿, ñ³º ùåäðî, ÿê ñ³ÿ÷ çåðíî. Êîëè àïîñòîë
Ïàâëî ïèñàâ 13-èé ðîçä³ë Ïåðøîãî Ïîñëàííÿ äî
Êîðèíòÿí, òî íå ïðî ñåáå ñóäèâ, áî íå ç ñåáå ÷è ç
êîãîñü ç ³íøèõ àïîñòîë³â çä³éìàâ êîï³þ, àëå äàº æèâå
çîáðàæåííÿ Õðèñòà. Ëèøå Â³í, Õðèñòîñ ìîæå òàê ³ òàê
ñèëüíî ëþáèòè.

Ìè íàçèâàºìî ñåáå õðèñòèÿíàìè. À ÷è óâàæàº
òåáå òâ³é ñóñ³ä, òâ³é ñï³âðîá³òíèê çà õðèñòèÿíèíà? Â³í
çíàº, ùî òè ÷àñîì õîäèø äî öåðêâè, àëå ÷è çíàº â³í,
ùî òè Õðèñòîâèé õðèñòèÿíèí? “Ïî òîìó ï³çíàþòü óñ³,
ùî âè ó÷í³ Ìî¿, ÿê ëþáîâ ì³æ ñîáîþ âè ìàòèìåòå”.

ßê æå ìåí³ äîñÿãòè òàêî¿ ëþáîâ³? Ò³ëüêè ÷åðåç
ñï³ëüí³ñòü ç Äæåðåëîì Ëþáîâ³ - Õðèñòîì. “Ïåðåáóâàéòå
â Ìî¿é ëþáîâ³” ãîâîðèâ Â³í íåðàç Ñâî¿ì ó÷íÿì. Éîãî
ëþáîâ ìîæå, ³ ïîâèííà, ðîç³ãð³òè íàø³ ñåðöÿ. Â³äñóòí³ñòü
ëþáîâ³ º äîêàçîì â³äñóòíîñò³ ñï³ëüíîòè ç Íèì. Ëþáîâ ³
æèòòÿ ò³ñíî ïîâ’ÿçàí³. Æèòòÿ â Áîç³ º íàéâàæëèâ³øèì

äëÿ íàñ, íàâ³òü êîëè á ìè ³ íå ìàëè ïîâíîãî ï³çíàííÿ
øëÿõ³â Áîæèõ. Ñâ³òëî áåç æèòòÿ áàãàòî õòî ìàº, àëå öå,
âëñòèâî, - ñìåðòü. Æèòòÿ, íàâ³òü áåç ï³çíàííÿ, âñå æ º
æèòòÿ. Íàéêðàùå ìàòè ³ ñâ³òëî, ³ æèòòÿ. Àëå ïðàâäèâå
ñâ³òëî îäåðæóºìî íå øëÿõîì ðîçóìó, à øëÿõîì æèâî¿
ñï³ëüíîòè ç Õðèñòîì. Ñâ.àï. Ïàâëî, ãîâîðÿ÷è ïðî öå
ï³çíàííÿ ï³äêðåñëþº, ùî âîíî ïî÷åðïóºòüñÿ íå â³ä
ëþäñüêî¿ ìóäðîñò³, àëå â³ä Äóõà Ñâÿòîãî, “äóõîâíå
äóõîâíèì ïîÿñíþþ÷è” (²Êîð.2). Äåõòî, ðîçäóìóþ÷è ïðî
öåé âèñîêèé ³äåàë ëþáîâ³, ùî éîãî î÷³êóº ²ñóñ â³ä Ñâî¿õ
ó÷í³â, îäðàçó ï³ääàºòüñÿ , ââàæàþ÷è, ùî öåé ³äåàë
íåäîñÿæíèé. À ÷è òè çðîáèâ ñòàðàííÿ, ÿê ïèøå ñâ.àï.
Ïåòð (2 Ñîá. Ïîñë. 1 ðîçä.), ùîá ïîêàçàòè “ó â³ð³
÷åñíîòó…â ïîáîæíîñò³ áðàòîëþáñòâî, à â áðàòîëþáñòâ³
- ëþáîâ”, ÷è ï³ääàâñÿ íå ïðîáóþ÷è. Ïî÷èíàé ç ìàëîãî:
áóäü ÷åìíèì äî âñ³õ, ïðèâ³òíèì, ïîñëóæëèâèì, â³òàéñÿ
çàâæäè ïåðøèì , íå î÷³êóþ÷è òîãî, ùîá çðîáèâ öå
ðàí³øå â³ä òåáå òâ³é áëèæí³é. Âïðàâëÿéñÿ â öüîìó, òîä³
çìîæåø ³ á³ëüøå îñÿãíóòè. Ëþáîâ – öå ñâîãî ðîäó
çìàãàííÿ, áîðîòüáà ç íàøèì ò³ëîì, ÿêå õî÷å ëèøå âñå
îäåðæóâàòè, àëå íå õî÷å í³÷îãî “äàðóâàòè” ïî áëàãîäàò³,
íå ïîòðåáóþ÷è ïîäÿêè. Îäíîãî ðàçó â  Ô³íëàíä³¿, ïåðåä
Îë³ìï³àäîþ, âåëàñÿ ïðîïàãàíäà çà ÷åìí³ñòü ³ óâàæí³ñòü.
Ïðîïàãàíäà âäàëàñÿ, ³ ÿê ïðèºìíî áóëî ââ³éòè äî ñêëåïó
³ çóñòð³òè ÷åìíå óñëóæåííÿ. ßê ïðèºìíî áóëî áà÷èòè â
òðàìâà¿ ïîâàãó äî ñòàðøèõ ³ íåì³÷íèõ. Öå çðîáèëà
ïðîïàãàíäà, ùîá ó ÷óæèíö³â çàëèøèëîñÿ äîáðå
âðàæåííÿ â³ä ö³º¿ êðà¿íè. Êîëè ëþäè çàäëÿ Îë³ìï³àäè
âçÿëè íà ñåáå òàêèé îáîâ’ÿçîê, òî òèì á³ëüøå ìè, â
³ì’ÿ áàãàòî âèùî¿ ö³ë³, ïîâèíí³ ïîæåðòâóâàòè ñîáîþ ,
ñâî¿ì å´î³çìîì, ùîá ëþáèòè. ßê ìèëî íàì, êîëè ëþäè
äî íàñ äîáð³ é ïðèâ³òí³! “Òîæ óñå, ùî âè ò³ëüêè áàæàºòå,
ùîá ÷èíèëè âàì ëþäè, òå ñàìå ÷èí³òü ¿ì ³ âè; â öüîìó
çàêîí ³ ïðîðîêè.” Ñêàçàâ ²ñóñ Õðèñòîñ. Õàé íàñòàíå âåñíà
³ â íàøîìó ñåðö³ òà â íàøîìó ïîâîäæåíí³ ç áëèæí³ìè.”

Ê.Ê.Â Å Ñ Í À
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Îêñàíà Á³ãóí

Íàâåðíóëàñÿ ëþäè-
íà, ÿêà íå âèðîñëà ó ãëèáîêî
ðåë³ã³éí³é ñ³ì’¿, àí³ íå ï³ä-
äàëàñÿ âïëèâó îñîáëèâî
ïðàâåäíîãî ñåðåäîâèùà.
Ñòàëîñÿ ÷óäî.

Áåçñóìí³âíî, æèòòÿ
íîâîíàâåðíåíî¿ îñîáè âõî-
äèòü ó íîâèé, íåâ³äîìèé âè-
ì³ð, ñòàº ïðåêðàñí³øèì ³
ïîâí³øèì. Àëå ùî â³äáóâà-
ºòüñÿ çîâí³? ßê òàêó ëþäèí³
ñïðèéìàº îòî÷åííÿ?

×àñòî Áîã, íàâåð-
òàþ÷è äî Ñåáå, âèðèâàº
êîãîñü îäíîãî ç êîíòåêñòó ñ³-
ì’¿, îòî÷åííÿ, àáè çãîäîì
çðîáèòè éîãî Ñâî¿ì àïîñòî-
ëîì. Ïðèòÿãàþ÷è Ñâîþ äèòè-
íó äî Ñåáå, îäíî÷àñíî â³ä-
ìåæîâóº ¿¿ â³ä ³íøèõ, âèéìàº
ç³ çâè÷íîãî ïîâ³òðÿ ðîäèíè ³
äðóç³â, ³ êèäàº ó ïð³ðâó ñà-
ìîòíîñò³.

Ñ³ì’ÿ òà îòî÷åííÿ ÷à-
ñòî íå âèòðèìóþòü ³ñïèòó íà
òåðïèì³ñòü ³ ùèð³ñòü, íàâ³òü,
ÿêùî ôîðìàëüíî ïîçèòèâíî ñòàâëÿòüñÿ äî ðåë³ã³¿. Ñ³ì’ÿ
íåñïîä³âàíî ñòàº ïîëåì íàéá³ëüø ³íòåíñèâíî¿ àòàêè ç
áîêó ñâ³òó ³ äèÿâîëà, ïîçàÿê ðàíè, çàâäàí³ íàéáëèæ÷èìè
ëþäüìè, íàéá³ëüøå áîëÿòü. Áàòüêè ÷è ³íø³ ÷ëåíè ðîäèíè
îïèðàþòüñÿ ³ ïåðåøêîäæàþòü îñîáèñòîìó ðåë³ã³éíîìó
æèòòþ íàâåðíåíî¿ ëþäèíè, ðàïòîâî ïî÷èíàþòü
òðàêòóâàòè ¿¿, ÿê îñîáèñòó âëàñí³ñòü, âèÿâëÿþòü
ìàêñèìóì íåðîçóì³ííÿ é å´î¿çìó, õî÷à ðîáëÿòü öå,
ïåðåâàæíî, íåñâ³äîìî. Âîíè õîò³ëè áè ïîæèíàòè ïëîäè
ïðàâåäíîãî æèòòÿ ñâîãî ðîäè÷à ³ â öüîìó êîíòåêñò³
ðàä³þòü éîãî íàâåðíåííþ. Îäíàê ðåë³ã³éí³ ïîãëÿäè,
ïîâåä³íêà  íîâîíàâåðíåíî¿ ëþäèíè äðàòóþòü ¿õ, áî
äåñü ãëèáîêî öå ñõîæå íà äîê³ð, ùî âîíè ïîâèíí³
÷èíèòè ïîä³áíî.

Ðîäè÷³ ñòàþòü ñõèëüíèìè äî ìàí³ïóëþâàííÿ:
î÷³êóþòü â³ä íàâåðíåíîãî íåîáìåæåíî¿ ³ íåãàéíî¿
äîñêîíàëîñò³, íåïðîãð³øèìîñò³ â óñ³õ â÷èíêàõ. Ó âèÿâàõ
ðåë³ã³éíîñò³ áàæàëè áè ÿêî¿ñü ïîñåðåäíüîñò³: ñïîâ³ä³
ðàç íà ð³ê, â³äâ³äèíè íåä³ëüíèõ Ë³òóðã³é â³ä âèïàäêó äî
âèïàäêó. Ïîòðåáà ÷àñòî¿ Ñïîâ³ä³ òà Ïðè÷àñòÿ ìàéæå
çàâæäè âèêëèêàº ïðîòèñòîÿííÿ é îáóðåííÿ. ×è òè âæå
òàêèé ãð³øíèé?  Ç ÷îãî òàê ÷àñòî ñïîâ³äàºøñÿ?  ×è íå
ìàºø ÷îãî ³íøîãî äî ðîáîòè, ÿê ëèøå äî öåðêâè
õîäèòè? Õî÷åø ñòàòè ñâÿòèì?

Íàâåðíåíà ëþäèíà
îïèíÿºòüñÿ ó íåñïîä³âàí³é
ñàìîòíîñò³, ¿¿ áîðîòüáà ç
ãð³õîì ³ çóñèëëÿ äëÿ óòðè-
ìàííÿ Áîæî¿ ëàñêè çóñòð³-
÷àþòü äîäàòêîâ³ é íåî÷³êó-
âàí³ ïåðåøêîäè. Ìóñèòü
âèïðàâäîâóâàòèñÿ çà ñâî¿
ðåë³ã³éí³ â÷èíêè, çíàõîäèòè
ïðèéíÿòíó äëÿ ³íøèõ
ìîòèâàö³þ, à ÷àñòî é ïðèõî-
âóâàòè ñâî¿ ä³¿. Îïèíÿºòüñÿ
íåìîâáè â îêðåì³é ïëîùèí³
äóõîâíîãî æèòòÿ, ïî-íîâîìó
ïåðåãëÿäàº ñòîñóíêè ç áëè-
æí³ìè. ßêðàç ó òó õâèëèíó,
êîëè íàéá³ëüøå ïîòðåáóº
ï³äòðèìêè ³ ðîçóì³ííÿ, îïè-
íÿºòüñÿ â³äð³çàíîþ â³ä ðî-
äèíè, äðóç³â, îòî÷åííÿ. Âæå
íå ìîæå â³äïî÷èâàòè â ñ³ì’¿,
çíàõîäèòè òàì çàòèøîê ³
ðîçóì³ííÿ. Ñîêðîâåíí³ äóìêè
³ ïîðèâè çàëèøàþòüñÿ íåâè-
ñëîâëåíèìè. Ä³ñòàâøè äå-
ê³ëüêà ðàç³â äóõîâíîãî ëÿïàñà
÷åðåç íåîáåðåæíó ùèð³ñòü,

íàâåðíåíà îñîáà ïåðåâàæíî ïðèéìàº òàêòèêó ìîâ÷àííÿ
é â³äîêðåì-ëåíîñò³. Ì³æ íåþ é ³íøèìè ÷ëåíàìè ðîäèíè
âèðîñòàº ïð³ðâà, ÿêà ñòàëà âèäèìîþ ï³ñëÿ ³ñïèòó íà
òîëåðàíòí³ñòü.

Ñòàþ÷è â³ðóþ÷îþ, ëþäèíà ïåðåáóäîâóº ñèñòåìó
ñâî¿õ ö³ííîñòåé, ÷àñòî êàðäèíàëüíî çì³íþº ñâî¿ ïîçèö³¿.
Òàêà ðàïòîâà çì³íà âèêëèêàº äèñîíàíñ ó ñòîñóíêàõ ³ç
ñåðåäîâèùåì. Íàâåðíåíà ëþäèíà âæå íå òàê ãàðìî-
í³éíî ñï³â³ñíóº ç îòî÷åííÿì: íå ìîæå áðàòè ó÷àñò³ â
çàáàâàõ  â ÷àñ³ ïîñòó, îáñòîþâàòè áðåõíþ àáî íàï³âïðà-
âäó, ï³äòðèìóâàòè íååòè÷í³ àáî àìîðàëüí³ ñóñï³ëüí³
íîðìè. Â³ðóþ÷à ëþäèíà îïèíÿºòüñÿ ó âàêóóì³, â³ä÷óâàþ÷è
ñâîþ â³ä÷óæåí³ñòü â³ä ñâ³òó: ïîñò³éíî ìóñèòü ñëóõàòè
ïîãëÿäè, ÿê³ íå ïîä³ëÿº, ÷èòàòè ñòàòò³, ç ÿêèìè íå
ïîãîäæóºòüñÿ,íàøòîâõóâàòèñÿ íà îãèäí³ ìàëüîâèäëà. Íå
ìîæå â³äâåðòî âèñëîâëþâàòè ñâî¿ äóìêè, áî íàïåðåä
ñâîáîäó ñîâ³ñò³ é â³ðîâèçíàííÿ, îòî÷åííÿ ñïðèéìàº
ðåë³ã³éíó îñîáó, ÿê á³ëó âîðîíó. Â ë³ïøîìó âèïàäêó òàêà
ëþäèíà âèêëèêàº ãëèáîêó ïîâàãó, â³äíîâëþº àâòîðèòåò
Öåðêâè ³ ðåë³ã³¿, â ã³ðøîìó æ – íàòðàïëÿº íà îñóä.
Äîòðèìàííÿ ÷³òêèõ çàãàëüíèõ ïîçèö³é çà òàêèõ îáñòàâèí
ìèìàãàº ìóæíîñò³. ×àñòî ç’ÿâëÿºòüñÿ â³ä÷óòòÿ íåçðó÷íîñò³
é ñîðîìó, êîëè âíóòð³øíº íàñòàâëåííÿ ï³äøòîâõóº äî
ïóáë³÷íîãî âèçíàííÿ Áîãà: ÷è òî ïåðåõðåñòèòèñÿ êîëî
öåðêâè, ÷è òî âèñëîâèòè ä³ÿìåòðàëüíî ïðîòèëåæíó
äóìêó â äèñêóñ³¿ ñòîñîâíî êîëþ÷èõ ïèòàíü.

ÏIÑËß  ÍÀÂÅÐÍÅÍÍß
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The Nine Precepts of the
Orthodox Catholic Church are a
summation of canonical principles
that have been approved by several
councils (including the Council of
Jassy in 1642), and can be found in
various sources in various forms,
including many prayer books, and in
the Orthodox Confession of Faith by
St. Peter (Petro) Mohyla. The following
are a summary of these precepts and
duties of Orthodox Christians as
compiled from various sources is as
follows:
The Orthodox Christian should …

1. Pray to God
every day, and at-
tend the services of
the Church at least
on all Sundays and
feastdays, and if
possible on other
days as well, the
only exceptions be-
ing illness, extreme distance or
weather, and rest after giving birth; and
must partake of the sacraments as
often as possible so long as not having
violated the precepts listed below or
under penance or restriction by one’s
spiritual father for a time. One must not
arrive late to services nor leave early.
One must be inside the church to hear
the scriptures if one is to partake of
Communion, and, if one must step out
for various reasons, must be back in
and remain inside from “The doors, the
doors” until the completion of the
ending prayers “May He Who is risen
from the dead, Christ our True God…”,
particularly, again, if one is taking
Communion. These are in accord with
Canon 9 of the Apostles and Canon 2
of Antioch and the other canons.

2. To do ascetical fasts on
Wednesdays and Fridays, and during
the four fasts (above all during Great

Lent, but also the
other three fast
periods). Eucha-
ristic fasting is
always appropri-
ate in feasts or
fasts, since its
purpose is that

Communion is the first thing eaten
during the day (and, on Sundays, is
the first thing eaten during a whole
week), and, on feast days (i.e. non-fast
days), the fast is always broken in the
morning, and thus does not fall within
the purview of the all-day ascetical fast
or xerophagy, which goes into the
afternoon.

3. “Churchmen must be held in
the due reverence as the servants of
God and our mediators;
especially must the
confessor be honored
as a spiritual father and
be consulted in regard
to the salvation of the
soul.” Thus, we must
pay proper reverence to
the clergy and espe-
cially to your father
confessor, for it should be that the
“confessor be honored as a spiritual
father and be consulted in regard to the
salvation of the soul.” Scripture
speaks of this precept thusly: “Let a
man so account of us as of the
ministers of Christ, and the dispensers
of the mysteries of God (1 Cor. 4:1).” But
also, let each parish financially
support in full its pastor, and each
diocese its Archpastor, and also the
Metropolitan, the Patriarch, and as
much as possible the whole Church.
As scripture says “those who preach
the Gospel should live from the Gospel
(1 Cor. 9:14).” They should make a
living, not as having to beg, but as each
person giving as they should, from the

least to the greatest, “tithes and
spiritual offering” and “each as he
pledges in his heart” not constrained
by necessity but giving freely out of a
generous heart, doing the greater
things without leaving the lesser
undone, giving beyond what is asked
for in the Law of Moses, and reaping
rewards that are far greater than those
promised in the law of Moses.

4. We should go to Confession
any time we have cut ourselves off from
the life of the Church

a. By committing a mortal sin;
b. By being conquered by a

repetitive sin that we have allowed to
overcome us;

c. By not coming to Church
regularly or not communing regularly;

d. By not praying and doing
works of mercy regularly.

Beyond this we should go to the
Holy Mystery of Repentance (confes-
sion) before a properly ordained
Orthodox priest in good standing no
less than once a year during the Great
Fast, more preferable
four times a year, and
for the more spiritu-
ally advanced should
go once a month.
Before returning to
Communion we must
fulfill any penances
and after this receive
absolution when the
priest offers it, since penance is the
medicine of the soul. Every Orthodox
Christian should put a priority upon
Holy Communion to receive it often in
accord with one’s spiritual father,
since for us it is the first food of the soul
and body that we partake of every
week that we may have life in us (Jn.
6.54-57), and have it more abundantly.
Without a continuing to partake on a
regular basis, we are told by our Lord

by Fr. Harry Linsinbigler

What Every Priest and Layman
    Needs to Know

Precepts of the Orthodox Catholic Church:
The
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“you shall have no life in you” (Jn. 6.54).
For one to miss Communion for more
than three weeks, or even after
missing one or two weeks if
appropriate, without extreme sick-
ness, rest from childbirth (which is
excused by prayer over the mother)
extreme distance or weather, they
most partake of confession and fulfill
any and all penances and receive
absolution prior to again partaking of
Communion, and if the spiritual father
or bishop deems it. We must confess
our sins specifically and not generally.

5. According to Scriptures “A
man that is a heretic, after the first and
second admonition, avoid (Titus 3:10).”
The canons say the same thing. One
not trained in scripture and the faith
should not get into disputes with
heretics. We must not attend the
meetings nor do liturgical prayer with
them. But we must pray for them, and
indeed for any enemies that we may
have, for God wills that the whole
world, as many as will come of their
own free will and by their own choice,
be saved.

6. To pray for the Church, the
Orthodox episcopate (i.e. the bish-
ops), presbytery, and diaconate,
especially the locality’s patriarch,
metropolitan, archbishop, bishop,
one’s own priest and the clergy within
one’s own parish, for the civil

authorities, the armed
forces, and for the
whole world. One must
pray “for those who
have done well by the
churches and effected
an increase of the
Orthodox Catholic
Faith, according to the
Apostle: “l desire,

therefore, first of all, that supplica-
tions, prayers, intercessions and
thanksgivings be made for all men; for
kings, and for all that are in high
station, that we may lead a quiet and
peaceful life in all piety and chastity;
for this is good and acceptable in the
sight of God our Savior.” One must
also pray for the deceased, who have
died in the Orthodox Faith. Likewise,
for heretics and schismatics, that they
might be converted to the Orthodox
Faith before they depart this life.”
(Precept 6, Confession of St. Peter Mohila).

7. Observe such fasts, prayers,
services and regulations as the bishop
over you may
appoint as
supplements
to the daily life
for a particular
time and
cause, and in
special inter-
cession.

8. Guard,

preserve, support and contribute to the
welfare, honor, and property of the
Holy Orthodox Catholic Church and of
your local parish in particular.

9. To enter into marriages for holy
and upright purposes of love and
devotion in the Christian setting, to
begin a family that lives the life of Christ
in the Church. It is the duty of each
Orthodox Christian, therefore, to
celebrate marriages in the Church and
at appropriate times, not during fasts
or high feasts, and to refrain from
marriage with forbidden persons, that
is, marriage between a man and
woman who refrain from incestuous
marriage or other
such marriages which
are forbidden (such
as one between an
Orthodox Christian
and a person who
rejects Christ or His
Church). The family,
when sanctified in
marriage becomes
the “little Church”; it
is a manifestation of
the Orthodox Catho-
lic Church of Christ Himself, and this
should be understood to all parties
involved.

If we keep these precepts,
together with the Two Great Com-
mandments, the New Commandment,
and the Ten Commandments, we do
well. God bless!

Ordination

Anniversaries

May God grant to them many, happy and blessed years!

April

V. Rev. Yuriy Shakh April 07, 1991
Rev. Fr. Zenoviy Zharskiy April 08, 1998
V. Rev. Peter Natishan April 12, 1966
V. Rev. Vasyl Shtelen April 12, 1978
V. Rev. Bazyl Zawierucha April 12, 1981
Deacon Paisius McGrath April 23, 2005
V. Rev. Jakiw Norton April 24, 1977
Deacon Mikhail Sawarynski April 25, 2004
V. Rev. Fr. Todor Mazur April 27, 1992
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Äóæå äîïîìàãàþòü ó òàê³é ñèòóàö³¿ ðåë³ã³éí³ ́ ðóïè,
ó ÿêèõ â³ðóþ÷à ëþäèíà ìàº çìîãó âèñëîâèòè ñâî¿ ïî÷óòòÿ ³
ïðîáëåìè, çíàéòè ïîä³áíèõ äî ñåáå é â³ä÷óòè ï³äòðèìêó òà
ðîçóì³ííÿ. Ìàëîâ³ðóþ÷à ñ³ì’ÿ çàçâè÷àé ïðîòåñòóº ïðîòè
â³äâ³äèí òàêèõ ´ðóï, äðàòóþ÷èñü ¿õí³ì àëüòðó¿çìîì ³
æåðòâåíí³ñòþ. Ðîäè÷³ ãàäàþòü, ùî òàêèì ÷èíîì îáåð³ãàþòü
ëþäèíó â³ä òðàòè ÷àñó é åíåðã³¿ ó íåâëàñòèâîìó ðóñë³, áî
ââàæàþòü, ùî âîíà ëèøå äàº é í³÷îãî íå îòðèìóº.

ßêùî â³ðóþ÷à ëþäèíà çàëèøàºòüñÿ ñò³éêîþ ó ñâî¿õ
ïîçèö³ÿõ, òî ç ÷àñîì âèðîñòàþòü îñîáëèâî äîâ³ðëèâ³ ñòîñóíêè
ç Áîãîì, áî Â³í áóâ ºäèíèì, õòî çðîçóì³â ³ ï³äòðèìàâ ¿¿ â
òÿæê³ õâèëèíè âèïðîáóâàííÿ. Ñ³ì’ÿ ïîñòóïîâî ìèðèòüñÿ ç
íåïðèéíÿòíîþ äëÿ íå¿ ïîâåä³íêîþ â³ðóþ÷îãî ðîäè÷à, ÿê
òàêîãî, ùî ïðîñòî íå ï³ääàºòüñÿ âèïðàâëåííþ ³ º ÿêèìîñü
äèâàöòâîì, â³äõèëåííÿì. Òå ñàìå ìîæíà ñïîñòåð³ãàòè â
îòî÷åíí³. Ç öüîãî ÷àñó á³ëüø âèäèìîþ ñòàº àïîñòîëüñüêà
ðîëü ðåë³ã³³éíî¿ ëþäèíè. Âîíà ñòàº í³áè ëàíêîþ, ùî ç’ºäíóº
çàòâåðä³ëèõ ñåðöåì ëþäåé ç Áîãîì. Äðóç³, áëèçüê³, êîëå´è,
çíàéîì³ ïî÷èíàþòü ñâ³äîìî â³ä÷óâàòè, ùî ÷åðåç öþ îñîáó
âîíè ïðèºäíóþòüñÿ äî ò³ñíîãî êîíòàêòó ç Áîãîì, ÿêèé âîíà

(çàê³í÷åííÿ iç ñò. 13) ìàº. Ïî÷èíàþòü ïîâàæàòè ¿¿ çà ñò³éê³ñòü, íàâ³òü çâåðòàòèñÿ
äî íå¿ çà ðîç’ÿñíåííÿìì ïðàâä â³ðè ÷è çà ³íøîþ ðåë³ã³é³íîþ
³íôîðìàö³ºþ. Âèÿâëÿºòüñÿ, ùî áàãàòî õòî ç îòî÷åííÿ ïîä³ëÿº
ðåë³ã³éí³ ïîãëÿäè, îäíàê íå ìàâ ñì³ëèâîñò³ ïðî öå çàÿâëÿòè.
Òàêèì ÷èíîì ñòèìóëþºòüñÿ çäîðîâà ñï³âïðàöÿ, âèÿâëåíà ó
øèðîêîìó âèñëîâëåíí³ äóìîê ³ îáñòîþâàíí³ âàæëèâèõ
ïîçèö³é, çàîõî÷óºòüñÿ äî ãëèáîêîãî îñìèñëåííÿ ³ ñâ³äîìîãî
ïðèéíÿòòÿ àáî æ â³äêèíåííÿ ñóñï³ëüíèõ íîðì, à íå
áåçäóìíîãî ïðèñòîñóâàíñòâà. Ñïðàâä³ â³ðóþ÷à ëþäèíà
â³äíîâëþº àâòîðèòåò ðåë³ã³¿ ³ Öåðêâè â î÷àõ îòî÷óþ÷èõ, ³
ðîáèòü öå, ïåðåâàæíî, ñâî¿ì ïðèêëàäîì. Â³ä÷óâàº ùå á³ëüøó
â³äïîâ³äàëüí³ñòü, áî ÷åðåç ¿¿ ïîâåä³íêó íàâêîëèøí³é ñâ³ò
áóäå ñóäèòè ïðî Áîãà, â³ðó, ðåë³ã³éí³ñòü çàãàëîì.

Ñë³ä ñêàçàòè, ùî íå êîæåí ã³äíî ïðèéìàº äàð áóòè
ñâ³òëîì äëÿ áëèæí³õ, à áóâàº, çàâäàº äîäàòêîâèõ óäàð³â ó
âæå ³ áåç òîãî ðîçõèòàíó äîâ³ðó äî Öåðêâè ñâîºþ ôàíà-
òè÷íîþ, à´ðåñèâíîþ ³ íåòåðïèìîþ, à ³íîä³ ïðîñòî íåâòî-
ðîïíîþ ïîâåä³ííêîþ.

Àêòîì íàâåðíåííÿ ëèøå ïî÷èíàºòüñÿ íåïðîñòå é
òðèâàëå âõîäæåííÿ ëþäèíè äî íîâîãî, Áîæîãî ñâ³òó. Òîæ
ó÷³ìîñÿ âèÿâëÿòè òåðïèì³ñòü ³ ðîçóì³ííÿ ó ñòîñóíêàõ, ùîáè
äîïîìîãòè îäèí îäíîìó âèñòîÿòè ó â³ð³ é îáëåãøèòè
âèïðîáóâàííÿ, ÿê³ çóñòð³÷àº íà øëÿõó êîæíà â³ðóþ÷à ëþäèíà.

ÏIÑËß  ÍÀÂÅÐÍÅÍÍß

ORDINATION AT ST ANDREW’S
PARISH IN BOSTON

By Fr. John Harvey

January 28, 2006 was quite a joyous day for our
New England Deanery and especially for the parishioners
of St. Andrew’s parish in Boston.  His Eminence Archbishop
Antony raised Monk Wasyl (Janick) during Divine liturgy to
the rank of deacon, which both confirms and expands the
role of service to the parish under the tutelage of its
pastor, Fr. Roman Tarnawsky.

A packed church and the participation of a full
choir underscored the warm feelings this congregation has
for the monk who came to them some five years ago and
who is present every time the doors are open for service.
All the priests of the New England Deanery were in
attendance as well as Fr. Deacon Anthony Szwez, therefore
when the Archbishop intoned AXIOS ( worthy!), the
thunderous reply of axios, axios, axios both from the
assembled clergy and people bespoke of hearty approbation
by all.

Fr. Hierodeacon Wasyl is a convert to Orthodoxy and in
his 20;s he served as an acolyte at the Holy resurrection Cathedral
in Boston along with a young man, who is now Fr. John Black, the
current rector of the parish in Chelsea, MA.  Fr/ Black served
with the hierarch and the deanery priests, thus rejoicing in the
advancement of a friend from his youth.

Besides local parishioners, a number of other well-wishers
were prayerfully present. Fr. Hierodeacon supports himself through
secular employment and so workers from Xerox were well
represented.  One couple, who are evangelicals of the Christian
and missionary alliance church, noted the spiritual affinity that
they felt with the newly ordained, who has given them joy
through Christ-like love and conversation.  It is not surprising then
that  in his low-key manner, people have been drawn to Orthodoxy

through him.  Some of his spiritual children  were also present.
Two priests from Holy resurrection parish in Allston district of
Boston were also present.

In presenting the newly ordained, His eminence expounded
on the fact that the deaconate has New Testament origins and is
a rank dedicated to total service to the community.  During the
18th and 19th centuries, the use of the rank of the deacon became
skewed.  Deacons became to be known  for their chanting skills,
ranging from falsetto tenor to the deepest bass and so purely
ornamental ideals supplanted the requirement of any real social
or evangelical service in a parish.  Fr. Deacon Wasyl is already
locally known for sermons for the children and for acts of service,
so the expanded challenge by the hierarch should be taken  with
his ready smile as but another monastic obedience to be rendered
with Christ-like love.
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Seated l to r: Protopresbyter Taras Chubenko, Protopresbyter Frank Estocin, V. Rev. Oleh Hucul, Vice-Chair of the Council,
Archbishop Antony, Metropolitan Constantine, Archbishop Vsevolod, Bishop Andrew of London, Protopresbyter William Diakiw,
Protopresbyter Nestor Kowal.  Standing l to r: Melanie Nakonachny, President of the Ukrainian Orthodox League, Rev. Fr. Volodymyr
Steliac, Alternate, Michael Kapeluck, Iryna Priester-Warwariw, V. Rev. Michael Kochis, Dr. Gayle Woloschak, Dr. George Krywolap, V.
Rev. Bazyl Zawierucha, Olga Coffey, Alternate, Michael Heretz, President of St. Andrew Society, Dr. Paul Micevych, Helen Boyko-
Greenleaf,  and Nadia Mirchuk, President of the United Ukrainian Orthodox Sisterhoods.  Not present when the photo was taken was
Engineer Sviatoslav Lychyk, Alternate

The Metropolitan Council of our Church – the highest
administrative authority of the Church between Sobors – met
at St. Volodymyr Cathedral, Chicago. IL on 3-4 February 2006.
It was a historical meeting in that it was conducted outside of
the Metropolia Center in South Bound Brook, NJ for the first
time, other that just previous to regular Church Sobors, which
have been held in parishes around the country on numerous
occasions.

Following a Moleben service in the Cathedral, the
Metropolitan, Archbishops, along with clergy and lay members
of the Council were welcomed to the windy city by
Archimandrite Pankratij, Pastor of the Cathedral and later by
Peter Chupeyda, President of the Parish Board of
Administration, and Engineer Sviatoslav Lychyk, Alternate
Member of the Council and Member of the Board of Trustees
of St. Sophia Seminary, who along with dedicated members
of the parish board made all the arrangements for the
Council meeting. The Seminary Board also met in the Cathedral
following the conclusion of the Council meeting.

This was a regular semi-annual meeting of the council,
which had a specific goal of approving an extension to the
current Consistory budget in order to conform with the recent
change of our fiscal year to 1 January through 21 December
rather than from 1 July through 30 June.

The Council also dealt with the mundane issues of
church administration, hearing reports from the various officers
and staff of the Consistory and from central church
organizations.  Archbishop Antony reported specifically on the
progress of the three major projects currently in progress –

our church museum at our Metropolia Center in South Bound
Brook/Somerset, NJ, All Saints Camp chapel and the expansion
of St. Andrew Cemetery also at the Metropolia Center.  The
museum is currently in the final phases of mechanical and
engineering drawings and the submission of such to local civil
authorities for approval.  The United Ukrainian Orthodox
Sisterhoods and St. Mary Protectress Sisterhood of the Memorial
Church have raised over $300,000 toward this project over
the past few years.  The All Saints Camp Chapel is being
funded by the extremely generous donation of anonymous
donors, who have already contributed $400,000 to the project.
St. Andrew Cemetery is expanding to the “other side of the
pond” on grounds adjacent to St. Sophia Seminary and the
Consistory and the site work for this expansion begins by the
end of March.

An important discussion took place during the meeting
following His Beatitude Metropolitan Constantine’s question to
the membership:  “How do you envision the future of our
Church?”  The discussion was one which revealed many different
perspectives on that future and laid the groundwork for much
future discussion on the Council in consideration of the concerns
and suggestions of the Council members.  We cannot delve into
the essence of the discussion due to lack of space in this issue,
but we hope to present a summary of some of the thoughts
expressed in the months to come.  Suffice it to say that the
Sobor elected individuals who are deeply concerned about the
future of our Holy Church and committed to accomplishing
whatever is necessary to secure that future.

METROPOLITAN COUNCIL MEETS IN CHICAGO



Recently, a Protestant
minister who is ac-
quainted with me as an
instructor at a local
community college
asked to sign a joint
ministerial letter which
was addressed to the
members of the
Pennsylvania State
Legislature. The letter
supported the efforts of
some state representa-
tives to require that
Intelligent Design
“Theory” be included in
the biology curriculum
of the state’s public
schools.

For those who
may be unaware, Intelligent Design “Theory” is a counter
proposal to the standard theory of the evolutionary
development of life on earth. Central to the Intelligent
Design model of the presence of life on our planet is the
notion that patterns of construction exist in nature which
can only be explained as the products of a cognitive
process.

Those who purport this “theory” use as evidence for
their position scientific concepts such as the intricacies
and the complexity of most biological systems, the
repeating pattern of structure and functions that exists
within a multiplicity of biological systems and the
mathematical areas of statistical probability, number
theory and nonlinear dynamics.

Returning to the request of my acquaintance, he
was shocked when I graciously declined to sign the
letter. He asked me why I would refuse to sign a letter
which was supporting a law which would require a
“balanced and fair” educational presentation of the
processes of the development of life on earth.

My response to his inquiry was twofold. First, I
informed him that the Intelligent Design model is a
politically inspired attempt to bring Creationism into a
science class using the misrepresentation and misinter-
pretation of well established scientific facts. In essence
it is the fabrication of a pseudo-science with the sole
intent of establishing an Evangelical Fundamentalist
Protestant “biblically” based view of life and the world
within the science curriculum of our public schools.

It relies on the presence of a supernatural deity
whose presence by its very nature is not subject to any
form of objective scientific testing. The first rule of any
scientific discipline is that any statement (hypothesis)

must be verifiable.
There must be the
ability to disprove any
assertion which is
made within the
context of a scientific
discussion through
experimentation or by
observation. (NB *
There is a popular
misconception which
persists regarding
science that all
commonly accepted
scientific facts are
empirically or experi-
mentally derived. This
has never been the
case. Repeatable
observation is a valid

scientific method; for example, to the best of my knowl-
edge no one has attempted to alter the orbit of the moon
or other planetary body in order to test the theories of
astral mechanics which were originally described by
Issac Newton and Johannes Kepler on the basis repeat-
able controlled observations.)

Secondly’ and most importantly, I informed him that
the Intelligent Design “Theory” that he was endorsing
was theologically invalid and that it may even be hereti-
cal.

I asked him a very simple question: “Whose
intelligence are you seeing in the world around us?” He
very quickly responded “You see the evidence of God’s
handiwork in everything.” I answered that his statement
is true; Basil the Great, Augustine and Thomas Aquinas
each put forth very eloquent arguments on this very fact,
but I went on to ask  on what basis does he assume that
he is seeing an act of intelligence. I was simply asking
about the standard that he was using to justify his
assertions.

The minister went on to explain how logical and
ordered the world appeared. He elaborated at length on
how this rational order and its underlying complexity
could only be the product of a superintelligent God. I
then asked him “Then you are establishing the intelli-
gence of God based upon your level of perception and
intelligence?” He answered with a very quick, “Yes.”

I asked him a follow-up question: “Do you under-
stand the theories of Albert Einstein?” The minister said
that they were much to complicated and mathematical
for him to comprehend. I then asked, ”If you can’t
understand the theories of Einstein who was arguably
one of the most intelligent men to have ever lived, how

The   Intelligence in Intelligent Design
 

by Rev. Michael Danczak
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can you say you can recognize the intelligence of the ineffable
and incomprehensible God?” The response that I received was
a very telling silence.

This is the theological problem with any scientific proposal
which offers God as an explanation. To be scientifically valid
such a hypothesis must attempt to define in a circumscribed
manner the actions or the presence of God, in order to subject
them to a controlled experiment. In doing so limitations are
placed on the limitless which is absolutely impossible?  God,
by His very nature, can never be defined, known or understood,
except through His revelation which is often misunderstood and
which can be considered to be limited (due to the nature of
God) in its scope, at best.

So whenever a statement is put forth that the cognitive
process of God is detectable in some aspect of our universe, a
theological impossibility has occurred. The intelligence to God
is unknowable. If you recognize an intelligent pattern in some
aspect of nature, you are making an inference based upon your
personal frame of reference; therefore the intelligence that you
are recognizing and classifying cannot be that of God but of
yourself.

Believe it or not, psychologists have a term for this phe-
nomenon: “Pattern recognition.” Our mind attempts to order the
world in which we life. In this way, we are able to interpret the
environmental input that we are continuously receiving within
our brains via our senses. This interpretation of such sensations
is also called perception. When a series of sensations are
received within the brain, which are ill defined, or undefined in
their nature, the brain will associate them to a frame of refer-
ence that is familiar to it. This is why a series of shadows may
appear to be spectral or the settling of a house may
sound like someone walking in the attic

If you insist that you are seeing a Divine intelli-
gence, you are in essence seeing God as a human.
You are giving Him a human form of intelligence and
cognition.  Accordingly, you are imposing restrictions
on the nature of God and, as a result, you have altered
the “definition” of God. By redefining God, you have committed
a heresy.

When I explained this to the minister, he was flabber-
gasted. His attempt at inserting a religious point of view into the
science curriculum of the public schools had resulted in his
unknowing denial of God. I further explained that the sciences,
while appearing hostile to theology, are in fact, ambivalent
toward any religious construct. The reason for this “religious
apathy” is that, by its very nature, science cannot consider the
action or inaction of the supernatural influences because they
cannot be subjected to controlled testing or observation. The
apparent hostility toward religious view points is nothing more
than an insistence that there be a rigorous adherence to the
principles of scientific inquiry.

I also explained that his objections to evolutionary prin-
ciples of the life sciences and their alleged consequences in

the secular realm are based upon personal interpretations of
the Book of Genesis. When I asked him to explain how God
created the world he began to cite the first book of Genesis;
I stopped him and said:  “What you said is true but I want
you to describe the methods that God used in the creative
process.”  After much hemming and hawing, the minister
had to admit that “Scripture is silent on that matter.”

My response was that in its silence Scripture speaks
volumes. We cannot understand the mind of God. We do
know that there is a set of well defined principles upon which
our material world is based. The human race has discovered
these concepts through its investigations of our universe.
These explorations are our prerogative since God has given
mankind dominion over the world. It is our responsibility to
understand the universe. God expects us to comprehend
and appreciate the process and substance of creation so
that we may properly steward that which he has given us.

When the Son of God came into the earthly world, He
did not appear suddenly as a full grown man. He was born of
the Blessed Virgin Mary. Yes, the conception was miracu-
lous and unexplainable but his “appearance” on earth was
biological and he physiologically grew as a child. He lived
and He died as a man. Jesus Christ accepted the principles
and the limitations which govern the material universe that
He created.

Unfortunately, some theologically and scientifically
misinformed individuals have failed to recognize this very
premise. Instead, they have attempted to fit the ineffable,

incomprehensible eternal God and his actions into a “theory”
which is consistent with their personal philosophical and
religious beliefs. The problem with such an action is, that in
most instances, the resulting conceptualization corrupts the
very beliefs that they are trying to profess and protect. You
cannot create a scientific “theory” based upon an unknow-
able premise.

This is something that we, as Orthodox Christians,
must always keep in the back of our minds. In our zeal to
profess and protect our beliefs, are we formulating scientific,
political, economic or ethical “theories” or rationalizations
which are based on our personal preferences rather than on
the Faith of the Eastern Orthodox Church as related in its
teachings and Tradition? This is a question which we must
ask ourselves each day,  not only within scientific discourse
but in every aspect of our daily lives.

“I informed him that the Intelligent Design model is a
politically inspired attempt to bring Creationism into a
science class using the misrepresentation and misin-
terpretation of well established scientific facts.”
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What happened? Someone did roll the stone away?
Was it an angel - was it God the Father – was it Jesus
himself? Actually, the Gospels do not tell us. All they say is
that when the women got there it was already rolled away.
Instead of our Lord’s decomposing body they found a man in
heavenly garb who tells them that Jesus is risen. They came
there to touch and see a dead body but instead they witnessed
the Resurrection.

That’s the way God works. We can’t do all the things
that we know we should do. Our little contributions seem to
be just a drop in the bucket. But God is able and ready to
assist us if He has not done so already! Perhaps we just have
not recognized His handiwork yet. Instead of just fretting
about how we are going to be able to do all that God calls us

to, perhaps we should anticipate the Resurrection Power and all
that God has and will accomplish and bring forth.

What stones entomb you during this Great Lent 2006?
What makes your life seem dead? What things imprison your
spirit? Selfishness? Materialism? Apathy? Destructive habits?  Bad
attitudes? Sin?  Whatever it is that separates you from God or
disables your ability to see what He has done for you – it all can
be dealt with during this lent.

God can roll away any stone. God can take whatever
keeps our hearts captive and make it go away. God can wash
away our sin and make us truly care. God can open our hearts
and bring all death back to life.

Don’t worry about how you are going to do all this. Just
learn a lesson from the woman. Instead of fretting about how
you will do what God calls you to, just stand back and watch the
resurrection take place in you.

From the Editor’s Desk...
(conclusion from p. 3)

On Friday, March 10th Readers and Subdeacons
of our Ukrainian Orthodox Church arrived at St. Sophia
Seminary for a two-day retreat. They represented our
parishes from Jones, Oklahoma; Cartaret, New Jersey;
Cl ifton, New Jersey; Chester, Pennsylvania;
Northampton, Pennsylvania; Charlottesville, Virginia;
Johnson City, New York and Woonsocket, Rhode Island.
They were welcomed by Very Rev. Father Bazyl
Zawierucha, Administrator of the Seminary and Father
Stephen Hutnick, Director of Vocations for the Seminary.
It is our hope and prayer that by having these retreats
that our Readers and Subdeacons will get to know one
another and help each other in their service.

The retreat began with Vespers for St. Theodore
and the blessing of koliva. The Hieromonk Gregory,
Professor of Liturgics at St. Sophia Seminary was the
Celebrant. Father Bazyl led the choir of participants.

The first lecture was given by the Hieromonk Gregory.
Using the ordination services, Father discussed the roles and
historical development of both the Orders of Readers and
Subdeacons. He reminded all of us of the importance of these
roles in their respective service to the Church and that their
function was to be taken seriously and with devotion.

Saturday morning began with Divine Liturgy celebrated
by Father Bazyl and concelebrated by Father Stephen and
Father Deacon Michael Sawarynski. Our participants sang
beautifully with the help of Mrs. Linda Winters, Choir Director
of Assumption Parish in Northampton, PA.

Following breakfast, Father Stephen spoke about the
aspect of being called to service by accepting Holy Orders. He
admonished the participants that their roles in Church service
was sacred by virtue of their response to God’s call.

Father Bazyl’s topic dealt with the practical aspects of
service at the altar. He spoke of proper preparation and diligence
while in Church and in the Sanctuary. He gave some points of
instruction on how to be a better Reader and Subdeacon in a
positive fashion.

His Eminence, Archbishop Antony welcomed all the
participants. He expressed his gratitude and that of His Beatitude,

Metropolitan Constantine and His Eminence, Archbishop Vsevelod
for the service and dedication of our Readers and Subdeacons.
He urged them to continue to pray and read Scriptures that
they might be an example of Christ’s Light to the faithful in the
parishes that they serve and to all whom they meet.

After Vespers, the participants received the Traveler’s
Blessing. After supper, all were on their way to their respective
homes.

In all we had 15 participants in this year’s conference.
We thank them for taking time out of their busy schedules to
be present at this retreat. Many traveled a great distance.
Special thanks is also expressed to Mrs. Anastasia Furmanec for
her kindness and delicious food which sustained us through this
busy weekend.

We look forward to scheduling more retreats to help in
the education process of our Readers and Subdeacons. We also
hope to announce in the near future altar boy retreats to help
our young men in their service to our Church.

Please remember to pray for vocations, asking God to
bless those who already serve His Vineyard and to inspire our
youth to accept the call of His service as Readers, Subdeacons,
Deacons, Priests, Monks and Nuns. Please remember, vocations
are everybody’s business!

Readers and Subdeacons
   ConferenceV. Rev. Stephen Hutnick
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Ó äíÿõ 2-3 ëþòîãî 2006 ð.Á. â³äáóëàñÿ Ðàäà
Ìèòðîïîë³¿ íàøî¿ Öåðêâè, íàéâèùîãî àäì³í³ñòðàòèâíîãî
îð´àíó Öåðêâè â ÷àñ³ ïîì³æ Ñîáîðàìè. Ñåñ³ÿ áóëà, ìîæíà
ñêàçàòè, ³ñòîðè÷íîþ, áî ïåðøèé ðàç â³äáóâàëàñÿ ïîçà
îñåðåäêîì Ìèòðîïîë³¿ ó Ñ. Áàâíä Áðóö³, Í.Äæ., íå
âðàõîâóþ÷è ñåñ³é, ùî â³äáóâàëèñÿ áåçïîñåðåäíüî ïåðåä
êîæíèì Ñîáîðîì, à Ñîáîðè áóâàëè íå ðàç ïî ð³çíèõ
ïàðàô³ÿõ.

Ï³ñëÿ Ìîëåáíÿ ó êàòåäð³, Ìèòðîïîëèòà, Àðõèº-
ïèñêîï³â òà äóõîâíõ ³  ñâ³òñüêèõ ÷ëåí³â Ðàäè ïðèâ³òàâ
Àðõèìàíäðèò Ïàíêðàò³é, íàñòîÿòåëü êàòåäðè. Ïîò³ì
â³òàëè ¿x Ïåòðî ×óïåéäà - ãîëîâà Ïàðàô³ÿëüíî¿ óïðàâè,
à òàêîæ ³íæ. Ñâÿòîñëàâ Ëè÷èê, îäèí ³ç çàñòóïíèê³â ó
Ðàä³ Ìèòðîïîë³¿ òà ÷ëåí Îï³êóí÷î¿ ðàäè Ñåì³íàð³¿ ñâ.
Ñîô³¿, êîòð³ ðàçîì ³ç â³ðíèìè ÷ëåíàìè ïàðàô³ÿëüíî¿
óïðàâè çàéìàëèñÿ ïðèãîòóâàííÿìè äî çàñ³äàííÿ.

Ñåñ³ÿ öÿ áóëà çâè÷àéíîþ ï³âð³÷íîþ íàðàäîþ,
ÿêî¿ îñîáëèâîþ ö³ëëþ áóëî, çàòâåðäèòè ïîá³ëüøåííÿ
ñó÷àñíîãî áþäæåòó Êîíñèñòîð³¿, ùîá óçã³äíèòè éîãî ç
íåäàâíîþ çì³íîþ íàøîãî ô³íàíñîâîãî ðîêó, ùî òåïåð
òðèâàòèìå â³ä 1-ãî ñ³÷íÿ äî ê³íöÿ ãðóäíÿ, à íå â³ä 1-ãî
ëèïíÿ äî ê³íöÿ ÷åðâíÿ.

Ñåñ³ÿ ðîçãëÿäàëà ïîòî÷í³ ñïðàâè öåðêîâíî¿
àäì³í³ñòðàö³¿, ñëóõàëà çâ³òè äèðåêòîð³â ð³çíèõ â³ää³ë³â
Êîíñèñòîð³¿ òà ãîë³â ïðèöåðêîâíèõ îðãàí³çàö³é. Àðõèº-
ïèñêîï Àíòîí³é çâ³òóâàâ ïðî ïðî´ðåñ òðüîõ ãîëîâíèõ

ïðîºêò³â:  - Ìóçåþ â íàøîìó îñåðåäêó ó Ñ.Áààâíä Áðóö³,
êàïëèö³ íà “Òàáîð³ Âñ³õ ñâÿòèõ” òà ïîøèðåííÿ öâèíòàðÿ
ñâ. Àíäð³ÿ, òàêîæ ó Ñ. Áàâíä Áðóö³. Ìåõàí³÷í³ é ³íæåíåðí³
êðåñëþíêè ìóçåþ âæå âèê³í÷óþòüñÿ, ³ áóäóòü ïðåäëîæåí³
â³äïîâ³äíèì ì³ñöåâèì óðÿäàì äëÿ çàòâåðäæåííÿ. Íà
ïðîòÿç³ îñòàíí³õ òðüîõ ðîê³â ì³ñöåâå ñåñòðèöòâî Ïîêðîâà
Ïðåñâ.Áîãîðîäèö³ ïîæåðòâóâàëî íà öþ ñïðàâó ïîíàä
300,000 äîëàð³â. Êàïëèöþ íà “Òàáîð³ âñ³õ ñâÿòèõ”
ô³íàíñóþòü äóæå ùåäð³ æåðòâîäàâö³, ÿê³ îäíàê áàæàþòü
çàëèøèòèñÿ àíîí³ìíèìè. Öâèíòàð áóäå ðîçðîñòàòèñÿ
íà äðóãèé á³ê ñòàâêà-ïîò³÷êà, íà çåìëþ, ñóñ³äíþ ç
ñåì³íàð³ºþ ñâ. Ñîô³¿ ³ ç áóäèíêîì Êîíñèñòîð³¿. Ïðàöÿ
íàä öèì ïðîºêòîì ðîçïî÷íåòüñÿ â ê³íö³ áåðåçíÿ.

Ï³ä ÷àñ íàðàä, ï³ñëÿ òîãî, ÿê Ìèòðîïîëèò Êîí-
ñòàíòèí çàâäàâ ïðèñóòí³ì ïèòàííÿ: ”ßê âè óÿâëÿºòå ñîá³
ìàéáóòíº (íàøî¿) Öåðêâè” â³äáóëàñÿ âàæëèâà äèñêóñ³ÿ.
Íà í³é âèÿâèëîñÿ áàãàòî ïåðñïåêòèâ íà ìàéáóòíº òà
ñêëàëàñÿ ï³äñòàâà äëÿ äàëüøèõ äèñêóñ³é Ðàäè ùîäî
òóðáîò ³ ñó´åñò³é ÷ëåí³â Ðàäè. ×åðåç áðàê ì³ñöÿ ìè íå
áóäåìî çàðàç âõîäèòè â ïîäðîáèö³, àëå ñïîä³âàºìîñü
ïîäàòè ï³äñóìîê äåÿêèõ âèñëîâëåíèõ òàì äóìîê â
ìàéáóòí³õ ÷èñëàõ “ÓÏÑëîâà”. Çàðàç âèñòà÷èòü ñêàçàòè,
ùî Ñîáîð îáðàâ äî Ðàäè ïðåäñòàâíèê³â, ÿê³ ïîâàæíî
çàäóìóþòüñÿ íàä ìàéáóòí³ì íàøî¿ ñâÿòî¿ Öåðêâè ³
ðîáèòèìóòü âñå ìîæëèâå, ùîá öå ìàéáóòíº çàáåçïå÷èòè.

Ïåðøèé ðÿä: Ïðîòîïðåñâ³òåð Òàðàñ ×óáåíêî, ïðîòîïðåñâ³òåð Ôðàíêî ²ñòî÷èí, ïðîòî³ºðåé Îëåã Ãóöóë - çàñòóïíèê
ãîëîâè Ðàäè Ìèòðîïîë³¿, Àðõèºïèñêîï Àíòîí³é, Ìèòðîïîëèò Êîíñòàíòèí, Àðõèºïèñêîï Âñåâîëîä, ªïèñêîï (Ëîíäîíñüêèé)
Àíäð³é,, ïðîòîïðåñâ³òåð Âàñèëü Äÿê³â, ïðîòîïðåâ³òåð Íåñòîð Êîâàëü. Äðóãèé ðàä: Ìåëàí³ÿ Íàêîíå÷íà, ãîëîâà ÓÏË³´è, î.
Âîëîäèìèð Øòåëÿê, çàñòóïíèê, Ìèõàéëî Êàïåëþõ, ²ðèíà Ïð³ñòåð-Âàðâàð³â, ïðîòî³ºðåé Ìèõàéëî Êî÷èñ, ä-ð ¥å³ë Âîëîùàê,
ä-ð Þð³é Êðèâîëàï, ïðîòî³ºðåé Âàñèëü Çàâ³ðþõà, Îëüãà Êîôôå, çàñòóïíèê, Ìèõàéëî Ãåðåöü, ãîëîâà Òîâàðèñòâà ñâ.
Àíäð³ÿ, ä-ð Ïàâëî Ì³ñåâè÷, Ãàëèíà Áîéêî-¥ðèíë³ô òà Íàä³ÿ Ì³ð÷óê, ãîëîâà Îá’ºäíàííÿ ÓÏÑåñòðèöòâ. Íå ïðèñóí³é íà
ôîòîãðàô³¿ ³íæ. Ñâÿòîñëàâ Ëè÷èê, çàñòóïíèê.
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Ðóêîïîëîæåííÿ

â ñàí äèÿêîíà

Óêðà¿íñüêà ïðàâîñëàâíà ïàðàô³ÿ ñâ.
àïîñòîëà Àíäð³ÿ Ïåðâîçâàííîãî â ì. Áîñòîí,øò.
Ìàññà÷óññåòñ, ñâÿòêóâàëà âàæëèâó ïîä³þ: âèñâÿ-
÷åííÿ ³ïîäèÿêîíà, ìîíàõà Âàñèëÿ â ñàí äèÿêîíà.

Â ñóáîòó 28 ñ³÷íÿ 2006 ð. Á. öåðêîâí³
äçâîíè íàøî¿ öåðêâè îãîëîñèëè ïðî ïî÷àòîê
ñâÿòêîâî¿ Ë³òóðã³¿, ÿêó î÷îëèâ Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùå-
íí³øèé Âëàäèêà (Àðõèºïèñêîï) Àíòîí³é, ãîëîâà
Êîíñèñòîð³¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â
Àìåðèö³.

Ñâÿòêîâî ïðèáðàíèé õðàì áóâ ïîâíèé ïàðàô³ÿí ³
ïðèõîæàí, ÿê³ â óðî÷èñòîìó íàñòðî¿ ³ ç ïîâàãîþ çóñòð³ëè
ñâîãî Âëàäèêó ³ ñâÿùåíèê³â íàøîãî äåêàíàòó, ùî ïðèéìàëè
ó÷àñòü â Àðõèºðåéñüê³é ñëóæá³.

Äîñòîéíå äóõîâåíñòâî ñóïðîâîäæóâàëè â³âòàðí³
ïðèñëóæíèêè, à â ïðèòâîð³ öåðêâè ¿õ çóñòð³ëè ä³òè íåä³ëüíî¿
øêîëè ³ç â÷èòåëÿìè, ÿê³ âðó÷èëè Âëàäèö³ êâ³òè. Ãîëîâà
ïàðàô³¿ ï. Ìèðîí Áàá³é çóñòð³÷àâ äîðîãîãî ãîñòÿ õë³áîì-
ñ³ëëþ, à ãîëîâà ñåñòðèöòâà ï-³ Âàëåð³ÿ Âåðáèöüêà ùèðî
ïðèâ³òàëà éîãî â³ä ³ìåí³ ñåñòðèöòâà.

Íàñòîÿòåëü ïàðàô³¿ î. Ðîìàí Òàðíàâñüêèé ç íîâîïî-
ñòàâëåíèì ó äèÿêîíè ìîíàõîì Âàñèëåì, çóñòð³ëè ³ ïðèâ³òàëè
Âëàäèêó Àíòîí³ÿ, ÿê ñâîãî äóõîâíîãî Áàòüêà òà ïðîñèëè
éîãî áëàãîñëîâåííÿ ³ ìîëèòîâ.

Âëàäèêà Àíòîí³é çâåðíóâñÿ ³ç ïðèâ³òàííÿì äî
ïðèñóòí³õ ëþäåé, ³ ï³ä óðî÷èñòèé ñï³â “Äîñòîéíî º” óâ³éøîâ
äî öåðêâè íà âõ³äí³ ìîëèòâè, ï³ñëÿ ÷îãî ðîçïî÷àëàñÿ ñâÿòêîâà
Ë³òóðã³ÿ.

Âåëè÷íî ñï³âàâ öåðêîâíèé õîð ï³ä êåð³âíèöòâîì
äèðè´åíòà ï. ªâãåíà Ìîðîçà. Ï³ñëÿ âèãîëîñó “Íàéïåðøå
ïîì’ÿíè…” ïî÷àëîñÿ ðóêîïîëîæåííÿ. Ïàðàô³ÿíè ³ ãîñò³ óâàæíî
ìîëèëèñÿ ³ ñë³äêóâàëè, ÿê ïðîõîäèòü âèñâÿòà, àäæå ðóêîïî-
ëîæåííÿ â íàø³é öåðêâ³ â³äáóâàëîñÿ âïåðøå, ³ á³ëüø³ñòü
ëþäåé ìîãëè ñïîñòåð³ãàòè öþ ïîä³þ âïåðøå.

Äèÿêîí î. Àíòîí³é (Øâåöü) ³ç íàñòîÿòåëåì î. Ðîìà-
íîì îáâîäèëè äîâêîëà ñâÿòîãî ïðåñòîëó íîâîïîñòàâëåíîãî
äèÿêîíà ï³ä ìåëîä³éíèé ñï³â “²ñà¿º, ðàä³é”, “Ñâÿò³¿ ìó÷åíèêè”
³ “Ñëàâà Òîá³, Õðèñòå Áîæå”. Ïðèñóòí³ì öåé ñï³â íàãàäóâàâ
â³í÷àííÿ òîìó, ùî ö³ ñàì³ òðîïàð³ ñï³âàþòüñà ³ íà â³í÷àíí³.
Ðóêîïîëîæåííÿ – öå ³ º â³í÷àííÿ, àëå ç Öåðêâîþ Õðèñòîâîþ”.

Âèãîëîñ “Àêñ³îñ” ïðîçâó÷àâ â³ä Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùå-
íí³øîãî Âëàäèêè Àíòîí³ÿ, ³ éîãî ïîâòîðþâàëè ñâÿùåíèêè, à
ïîò³ì ³ öåðêîâíèé õîð.  Ç âåëèêîþ ïîáîæí³ñòþ âèãîëîøóâàâ
íîâîâèñâÿ÷åíèé äèÿêîí Âàñèëü ñâîþ ïåðøó ºêòååí³þ, à
â³ðí³ ñï³âàëè “Ãîñïîäè, ïîìèëóé!”

²ç àðõèïàñòèðñüêèì íàñòàâëåííÿì çâåðíóâñÿ Âëàäèêà
Àíòîí³é äî äèÿêîíà î. Âàñèëÿ. Â³í ñêàçàâ, ÿê âàæëèâî º
ñëóæèòè Áîãîâ³ òà ëþäÿì, ùî ñâÿùåíñòâî º ïîñåðåäíèöòâîì
ì³æ Áîãîì ³ ëþäüìè.

Íàñòîÿòåëü ïàðàô³¿ î. Ðîìàí Òàðíàâñüêèé, â³ä ³ìåí³
âñ³õ ïàðàô³ÿí, âðó÷èâ î. äèÿêîíó ³êîíè Ñïàñèòåëÿ òà
Áîãîðîäèö³.

Ñâÿòêîâ³ñòü íàøî¿ öåðêîâíî¿ ãðîìàäè ïðîäîâæó-
âàëàñü íà ñë³äóþ÷èé äåíü, ó íåä³ëþ 29-ãî ñ³÷ííÿ. Ïàðàô³ÿíè,
ïðèõîæàíè ³ ãîñò³, ðàçîì ç î. íàñòîÿòåëåì ³ íîâîâèñâÿ÷åíèì
î. äèÿêîíîì ìîëèëèñÿ çà çäîðîâ’ÿ òà óñï³õè íàøîãî
äóõîâíîãî Ïðîâ³äíèêà – Âëàäèêè Àíòîí³ÿ, ÿêèé ó öåé äåíü
â³äçíà÷àâ ñâ³é Äåíü Íàðîäæåííÿ.

Ï³ñëÿ çàê³í÷åííÿ ñâÿòêîâèõ Ë³òóðã³é, ³ â ñóáîòó, ³ â
íåä³ëþ æ³íîöòâî íàøî¿ ïàðàô³¿ âãîùàëè Âëàäèêó,
ñâÿùåíñòâî òà âñ³õ ïðèñóòí³õ ñìà÷íèìè îá³äàìè. Îñîáëèâ³
ñâÿòêîâ³ òîðòè îòðèìàëè Âëàäèêà òà î.äèÿêîí Âàñèëü.

Óðî÷èñò³ñòü öèõ äí³â çàïàì’ÿòàºòüñÿ â íàø³é ïàðàô³¿
íàäîâãî ï³ñëÿ òîãî, êîëè ç äóõîâíèì çàäîäâîëåííÿì âñ³
ðîç³éøëèñÿ ïî ñâî¿õ äîì³âêàõ.

Íàñòîÿòåëü ïàðàô³¿ î. Ðîìàí Òàðíàâñüêèé
òà  ³ºðîäèÿêîí Âàñèëü.

Äî äðóêó ï³äãîòóâàëà
äîáðîä³éêà Ë³ä³ÿ Òàðíàâñüêà
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On Monday January 23,
faithful from several parishes
of our UOC in the USA joined
the thousands amassed on
the Mall in Washington D.C.,
participating in the March for
Life. Though the day was cold
and wet, the crowd was
greater than in previous
years. The high level of
energy felt by the partici-
pants and the speakers was
obvious, possibly in the
expectation that the land-
mark decision of Roe vs.
Wade may soon be over-
turned.
   The Orthodox presence at
this commemoration and
March was visible. Many

From St. Vladimir’s Cathedral in Parma, OH: Michael Jogan,
Emily Kominko, Oksana Mahlay, Bohdana Komichak, Fr. Dn.
Ihor Mahlay and Larisa Kopystynsky.

Fr. Volodymyr Steliac, Dobrodyka Marta and their family. The Orthodox Christians banner was carried throughout the march.

A Panakhyda is served for the millions of innocent victims.
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clergy and laity carried icons
and banners during the rally.
The event concluded at the
Supreme Court of the U.S.
where the Orthodox people
served a Panakhyda for the
millions of innocent victims of
this national tragedy.

On Sunday January 22,
prior to the departure of the
bus from Cleveland to Wash-
ington, a Moleben was served
at St. Vladimir Cathedral in
Parma by local clergy fol-
lowed by community fellow-
ship and a speaker. This
event was sponsored by ZOE
for Life, an Orthodox  Pro-Life
organization.

 

Participation in the Annual
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On Sunday, December 11 the parishioners of St
Andrew’s of Boston, MA celebrated their Patron Saint Day
with a delicious shrimp and pasta dinner prepared by some
of the women of the parish The church began a new yearly
tradition by honoring its most recent college graduates with
icons. Lisa Remick, a graduate of Framingham State
College and Alexander Nary, a graduate of Boston College
were presented with icons by Fr. Roman Tarnavsky who
wished them every success for the future.

December 11
at St. Vladimir
Church Hall in
Smithmill, PA,
was the date and
setting for a sur-
prise Fifth Year
Anniversary Cel-
ebration for Rev.
Fr. Paul Bigelow.
Fr. Paul was de-
lightfully surprised
to be remembered
on this anniver-
sary.

Described as a celebration of faith, unity and
friendship, the gathering consisted of parishioners from St.
Vladimir’s, and a number of guests from out of town, such
as parishioners from SS. Peter and Paul in Bakerton, PA,
St. Mary’s Church in Irvona, PA, and guests from as far as
Bellefonte, PA who braved the elements of bad weather to
join in the festivities. St. Vladimir Sisterhood sponsored the
event, and Fr. Paul was presented with a beautiful cake
adorned with the Orthodox Cross. Fr. Paul described the
day as “one of the best days of my life”.

Fifth Year AnniversaryPatron Saint Day in Boston

Alexander Nary, Fr. Roman Tarnavsky, Lisa Remick and
Monk Vasyl.

There is now a new and improved
Youth and Young Adult Ministry
section on the Consistory Web site. It
includes extensive and detailed
information about camping programs,
mission trips, workshops, youth
worker training and resources, and

Homemade pirohy,
fish, hand picked mush-
rooms, homemade des-
serts and other fine tradi-
tional foods were enjoyed by
St. Vladimir parishioners in
Smithmill, PA, on January 6
at their Second Annual
Christmas Eve Dinner.

About 45 to 50 people
celebrated with their “church
family” not only enjoying the
food, but also the company
as well.

Second Annual Christmas Eve Celebration
The 50/50 money prize

was drawn at the end of the
evening with the winnings
going to Denise and Alyssa
Anderson. Eva Wasiw was
presented with a gift of
appreciation for selling the
most chances.

St. Vladimir Sister-
hood sponsored the event,
and thanked the community
for their participation in the
50/50 cash drawing.

Improved Youth and Young Adult Ministry
Link on the Consistory Web Site

much more. It also contains interactive
activities and information for youth and
young adults of all ages.

A special feature for Young
Adults: A Book of the Month and Q&A
Section. Please take the time to look
at this new section of the web site.

 Traditional foods are enjoyed on Christmas Eve in Smithmill.
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Ðiê LVI  ×èñ. IV, êâ³òåíü, 2006

www.uocofusa.org



27Ukrainian Orthodox Word

South Plainfield, NY - Nativity of the Blessed Virgin ; Rt. Rev.
Fr. Raymond Sundland, pastor.

Minneapolis, MN - St. Michael/St. George parish; V. Rev.
Eugene Kumka, pastor.

St. Luke Church in
Syracuse, NY served a
luncheon on February 5 to
raise money for the Ukrai-
nian Orthodox League’s
Christian Caregiving and
Missions Committee “Soup-
er Bowl Sunday Project”.
The donations collected
were sent to help St.
Andrew’s Society Soup
Kitchens in Ukraine.

A simple luncheon of
borscht and rye bread
prepared by Katya and Irene
Carman was served and for
dessert, our talented parish-
ioner Pani Irina Jemetz
made a fabulous lemon
cake that would rival any
from the most renowned

Soup-er Bowl Sunday

St. Nicholas Celebrations

On Sunday, November 20, V. Rev. Fr. George
Hnatko and his son George of the Eastern Orthodox Foun-
dation (EOF) visited St. Vladimir Cathedral in Parma, OH
to explain the work and needs of the Foundation. The EOF
has facilities in both Indiana and Homestead, PA which
take care of the needs of the indigent and elderly. Fr. George
spoke at both the English and Ukrainian Divine Liturgies
and a collection was taken for the EOF from parishioners
and parish organizations.

A generous donation was presented for the EOF
at the annual Thanksgiving dinner held in the St. Vladimir
parish hall on the Sunday prior to the Thanksgiving holi-
day. This event is sponsored by the Sr. UOL.

Roman Malysz, vice-president of the St. Vladimir parish Coun-
cil, V. Rev. Fr. John Nakonachny, pastor, Deacon Ihor Mahlay,
Dareen Jogan, president of the St. Vladimir Cathedral Sr. UOL,
Fr. George, Fr. Ivan Mironko, assistant pastor, and George
Hnatko co-director of the EOF.

EOF Representatives Visit
Parma Parish

baker. Voluntary donations
were collected and a very
generous total of $202 was
raised.

Parishioners were ea-
ger to contribute to the
donation basket since they
understood the seriousness
of the need in Ukraine. It was
evident that while enjoying a
fantastic lunch with fellow
parishioners, the parish as a
whole mostly enjoyed par-
ticipating in a project that
benefitted such a worthy
cause. The parish may be a
small, but their hearts are
big.

“Inasmuch as you did
it to one of the least of these
my brethren, you did it to
Me.” (Mt. 25:40)
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The Vatican’s top offi-
cial for church unity has
repeated calls for a joint
synod of Catholic and
Orthodox bishops to debate
papal primacy and other
“practical” issues that divide
the two traditions.

“There’s no shortage of
troubles between us, and
these can only be settled by
dialogue,” said Cardinal
Walter Kasper, president of
the Vatican’s Pontifical
Council for Promoting Chris-
tian Unity.

Orthodox-Catholic ties
have been tense in recent
years over accusations of
Catholic “proselytizing” in
traditionally Orthodox ar-
eas, as well as over the
postcommunist revival of
Eastern Catholic churches
which combine loyalty to
Rome with the eastern
liturgy.

But several Orthodox

Israel is to relocate a
jail in Galilee on the
recommendation of archae-
ologists who have discov-
ered in its grounds the
oldest church (temple), ever
found in the Holy Land.

The third century prayer
chapel laden with inscrip-
tions and mosaics was
found last year on Megiddo
prison land, west of Afula in
northern Israel. It was
uncovered by prisoners
helping archaeologists ex-
cavate the site before a new
prison wing was con-
structed.

Due to the discovery,
the prison will now no longer
be expanded and a commit-
tee of leading archaeolo-
gists from the governmental
Antiquities Authority has
advised that it be relocated,
so the find can be preserved
and further archaeological
excavations can take place.

“We are talking about
a unique and unprec-
edented find which is
exciting the entire Christian
world,” Antiquities Authority
director Shuka Dorfman told
reporters. “Any move which
would disconnect the mo-
saic from its site would
injure the cultural values this
site represents.”

Israel’s President
Moshe Katsav, who toured
the area, said he supported
moving the prison due to the
historical importance to

Cardinal
Kaspar Calls
For Joint
Synod of
Bishops
by Jonathan Luxmoore
(ENI)

Israel To
Relocate Jail
Near First
Church
by Michele Green (ENI)

Christianity. Katsav said
Pope Benedict XVI had,
during a meeting in Rome
last year, expressed inter-
est in visiting the excavation
on any future trips to the
Holy Land.

The chapel, located
between an ancient Jewish
village and a Roman army
camp, caused a stir in the
Christian world when it was
discovered. It provides new
insight into early Christian-
ity when it was a persecuted
religion in the Holy Land.

In addition, the chapel
contains an inscription dedi-
cated to a woman who
donated an altar to “the God
Jesus Christos.” This is
believed to be the earliest
epigraphic reference to Jesus
discovered, archaeologists
said.

A prison spokesper-
son confirmed that Megiddo
prison, where 1200 Israeli
and Palestinian prisoners
are jailed, will probably be
moved.

Megiddo, also known
as Armageddon, is where
the last battle between good
and evil is supposed to take
place according to the Bible
in the New Testament’s
Book of Revelations.

church leaders have said
they hoped for improved
relations after the election of
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger
as Pope Benedict XVI in
April 2005.

In a January 1 interview
with Poland’s “Gazeta
Wyborcza” newspaper, Car-
dinal Kasper noted he had
first proposed such a joint
synod at a congress in Bari
in southern Italy in May
2005, recognizing that
“seeking unity” would have
“key significance” for
Benedict XVI’s pontificate.

“It’s often happened
that we really say the same
thing, but in a different
language. Yet progress also
requires goodwill on both
sides,” Cardinal Kasper
said. “We can’t summon a
decision-making synod
since joint decisions
wouldn’t be possible. In-
stead, it’s a question of
sharing our doubts and
thinking out concrete steps
to future cooperation.”

“The complaints
against us don’t really
concern theological issues,”
Kasper said. “If this was
made clear, I don’t think it
would be impossible for ties
between the Orthodox and
Catholic churches to return
to how they were in the first
millennium.”

(ENI) “We affirm without reservation the
work and recommendations of the Special
Commission, its report in all its aspects,”
declared a group of Orthodox leaders
meeting in mid-January, referring to the
World Council of Church’s (WCC) proposal
to make decisions by consensus and to
change the terms it uses in its common
worship.

“We trust that the change to
consensus will enhance the potential of
the Council to find its true prophetic voice,

Orthodox Leaders Support
WCC Recommendation

and may offer a model that invites to the
Council churches of that vast Christian
constituency not yet members of the
Council (including the Roman Catholic
Church),” the Orthodox leaders said.

The 22 Orthodox and Oriental
Orthodox churches are heavily outnum-
bered by the WCC’s 342 other member
churches, almost all Protestant (many
liberal Western churches), though together
they have almost as many members as all
the other member churches combined.

The WCC will hold its ninth seven-
yearly assembly next February.

Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî
28

Ðiê LVI  ×èñ. IV, êâ³òåíü, 2006



29Ukrainian Orthodox Word

Holy Baptism...

As of 1/10/2006As of 1/10/2006As of 1/10/2006As of 1/10/2006As of 1/10/2006

Holy Matrimony...

Asleep
in the Lord...

As of 1/10/2006As of 1/10/2006As of 1/10/2006As of 1/10/2006As of 1/10/2006

Bazylevsky, Alexandra (Alexa) baptized
and chrismated on November 12, 2005
chrismated, in St. Andrew Memorial Church
Church, So. Bound Brook, NJ child of Bo Bazylevsky and
Christine Lucky. Sponsors: John Lucky and Christine Williams.
Celebrated by Archbishop Antony.
Birko, Maxym Andrij baptized and chrismated on
November 5, 2005, in St. Mary Cathedral Church,
Farmington, MI child of Andrij Arnold Birko and Marta
Kit. Sponsors: Hryhory Poletz and Sonia Smyk. Celebrated
by Fr. Paul Bodnarchuk.
Britkovyy, Alexandra baptized and chrismated on January
14, 2006, in Protection of St. Mary Church, Milwaukee,
WI child of Illya Britkovyy and Tetyana Drobinchuk.
Sponsors: Eduard Talyansky and Anna Shteinbuk. Celebrated
by Fr. Walter Hvostik.
Filipov, Anna Maria baptized and chrismated on June
25, 2005, in St. Mary Cathedral Church, Farmington, MI
child of Ilya Filipov and Svitlana Diachenko. Sponsors:
Anatoliy Zukov and Oksana Morozovska. Celebrated by
Fr. Paul Bodnarchuk.
Hunt, Aaron baptized and chrismated on January 15,
2006, in St. John the Baptist Church, Sharon, PA child of
Jeffrey Randall Hunt and Ann Eidson. Sponsors: Charles
Hyde and Christina Mays Hyde. Celebrated by Fr. Andrew
Gall.
Krug, Alex Ashley baptized and chrismated on January
21, 2006, in Holy Mother of God Church, Dover, FL child
of Ader Krug and Kristine lesley Nis. Sponsors: Robert C.
Nis and Jennifer C. Haban. Celebrated by Fr. Harry
Linsinbigler.
Lewis, Kayden James baptized and chrismated on August
28, 2004, in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Lyndora, PA child
of Jeffrey A. Lewis and Lori James. Sponsors: Michael
Zirnsak and Melissa James. Celebrated by Fr. Sefan
Zencuch.
Lyzohub, Andalanee Danielle baptized and chrismated
on December 26, 2005, in St. Mary Cathedral Church,
Farmington, MI child of Alexander Victor Lyzohub and
Vkita Nimchenko. Sponsors: Yriy Nimchenko, Michael
Pruzinsky and Ludmyla Kirienko, Karen Meyers. Celebrated
by Fr. Paul Bodnarchuk.
Petrusha, Devan John baptized and chrismated on
October 8, 2005, in St. Mary Cathedral Church, Farmington,
MI child of Alexander John Petrusha and Wendy Skaja.
Sponsors: Bayne Meeks and Kathy Beswerchuj. Celebrated
by Fr. Paul Bodnarchuk.

Prokopchak, Seth Nicholas baptized and chrismated on
June 18, 2005, in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Lyndora, PA
child of Gregory D. Prokopchak and Victoria M. Bridges.
Sponsors: Robert Prokopchak and Leila Cross. Celebrated
by Fr. Sefan Zencuch.
Unhuryan, Illarion Michael baptized and chrismated on
October 14, 2005, in St. Mary Cathedral Church,
Farmington, MI child of Oleh Unhuryan and Natalia
Rutchanka. Sponsors: Roman Ostapyuk and Oleksandra
Valitskaya. Celebrated by Fr. Paul Bodnarchuk.
Vidic, Donald Joseph chrismated on January 28, 2006,
in St. Vladimir Church, Ambridge, PA child of Donald Vidic
and Jane Pierce. Sponsor: John Sudia.  Celebrated by Fr.
Michael Kochis.
Wescott, Sophia baptized and chrismated on October
2, 2005, in St. Luke Church, Warners, NY child of Wayne
G. Wescott and Alla Dobyuk. Sponsors: Aleksey A. Dobyuk
and Olena Chatfield. Celebrated by Fr. Volodymyr Khanas.

As of 1/10/2006As of 1/10/2006As of 1/10/2006As of 1/10/2006As of 1/10/2006

Paul Korol and Heather Leigh Mapes in St. Mary
Cathedral Parish,  Farmington, MI,on  September 9, 2005,
witnessed by Lee McMullen and Jennifer Korol Celebrant:
Fr. Paul Bodnarchuk

Andree, Victor of Greensburg, PA, on December 17,
2005, at age of 88, funeral December 21, 2005,
officiating clergy Fr. John A. Halusxczak of  St. Vladimir
Parish, Pittsburgh, PA.
Bojaciuk, Karolina of Philadelphia, PA, on January 15,
2006, at age of 83, funeral Januray 21, 2006, officiating
clergy Fr. Frank Estocin of  St. Vladimir Parish, Philadelphia,
PA.
Bronowski Jr., Russell R. of Trafford, PA, on December
22, 2005, at age of 56, funeral December 27, 2005,
officiating clergy Fr. John A. Halusxczak of  St. Vladimir
Parish, Pittsburgh, PA.
Horvath, Claudia M. of Export, PA, on July 24, 2004,
at age of 69, funeral July 27, 2004, officiating clergy Fr.
Robert Popichak of  Holy Ghost Parish, Slickville, PA.
Huniyack, Walter of Sandy Hook, CT, on January 8,
2006, at age of 85, funeral January 11, 2006, officiating
clergy Fr. Stephen Masliuk of  St. Mary Protection Parish,
Bridgeport, CT.

Vol. LV²  Issue IV, April, 2006



Please remember in your prayers...

   Ïðîñèìî çãàäàòè ó Âàøèõ ìîëèòâàõ...

Âi÷íà ïàì’ÿòü!

Memory Eternal!

ÊÂIÒÅÍÜ - APRIL

Asleep
in the Lord...

As of 1/10/2006As of 1/10/2006As of 1/10/2006As of 1/10/2006As of 1/10/2006
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Jarmolych, Dr. John of Palm Harbor, FL, on January 10,
2006, at age of 95, funeral January 17, 2006, officiating
clergy Fr. Paul Szewczuk of  St. Nicholas Parish, Troy, NY.
Kirjner, Zinaida of Los Angeles, CA, on August 30,
2004, at age of 79, funeral September 2, 2004, officiating
clergy Fr. Vasile Sauciur of  St. Vladimir Parish, Los Angeles,
CA.
Kosik, Charles of Allentown, PA, on January 17, 2006,
at age of 83, funeral January 20, 2006, officiating clergy
Fr. Myron Oryhon of  St. Mary Parish, Allentown, PA.
Kotelenez, Maria of Dedham, MA, on December 15,
2005, at age of 99, funeral December 18, 2005, officiating
clergy Fr. Roman Tarnavsky of  St. Andrew Parish, Boston,
MA.
Krupa, Josef Nicholas of Burbank, CA, on October 31,
2005, at age of 94, funeral November 5, 2005, officiating
clergy Fr. Vasile Sauciur of  St. Vladimir Parish, Los Angeles,
CA.
Nazarenko, Tatiana of Detroit, MI, on July 8, 2005, at
age of 84, funeral July 11, 2005, officiating clergy Fr. Paul
Bodnarchuk of  St. Mary Cathedral Parish, Farmington, MI.
Olean, John of Lower Burrell, PA, on November 28,
2005, at age of 86, funeral December 2, 2005, officiating
clergy Fr. Stefan Zencuch of  Holy Virgin Mary Parish,
Arnold, PA.

Parker, Anne of San Gabriel, CA, on September 16, 2005,
at age of 85, funeral September 21, 2005, officiating
clergy Fr. Vasile Sauciur of  St. Vladimir Parish, Los Angeles,
CA.
Paslow, Nicholas of Herkimer, NY, on December 30,
2005, at age of 85, funeral January 4, 2006, officiating
clergy Fr. Mykola Krywonos of  St. Mary Parish, Herkimer,
PA.
Piskar, Luisa of Philadelphia, PA, on January 14, 2006,
at age of 87, funeral January 20, 2006, officiating clergy
Fr. Frank Estocin of  St. Vladimir Parish, Philadelphia, PA.
Sawczuk, Oksana (Shanya) of Rhinesbeck, NY, on
January 9, 2006, at age of 53, funeral January 13, 2006,
officiating clergy Fr. Yuryi Bazylevsky of  St. Volodymyr
Mission Parish, Kerhonkson, NY.
Stasiuk, Dmytro of Kerhonkson, NY, on January 8, 2006,
at age of 97, funeral January 14, 2006, officiating clergy
Fr. Yuryi Bazylevsky of  St. Volodymyr Mission Parish,
Kerhonkson, NY.
Ustan, Harry of Ambridge, PA, on January 25, 2006, at
age of 88, funeral January 28, 2006, officiating clergy
Fr. Michael Kochis of  St. Vladimir Parish, Ambridge, PA.
Zurkiwskyj, Alexander of Warren, MI, on August 27,
2005, at age of 54, funeral July 31, 2005, officiating
 clergy Fr. Paul Bodnarchuk of  St. Mary Cathedral Parish,
Farmington, MI.

5th 1955 - REV. JOSEPH BODNAR

27th 1963 - PROTOPRIEST JEVHEN MYLASHKEVYCH

26th 1967 - MITRED PROTOPRIEST MYKOLA LASZCZUK

29th 1967 - MITRAT KONSTANTYN DANYLENKO

  4th 1979 - PROTOPRIEST ZINOVIJ KOWALCHUK

        1983 - PROTODEACON NICHOLAS POLISZCZUK

20th 1986 - PROTOPRIEST PAVLO BAHNIVSKYJ

  6th 1988 -      REV. LEW OSTROWSKYJ

  4th 1997 - PROTOPRESBYTER SEMEN HAYUK

18th 2000 - REV. LEONID HOFFMAN
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St. John the Baptist
Dixonville, PA

Our Cover...
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Around the year 1900, people from the Ukraine
began to immigrate to the United States to find a better
way of life. This brought Ukrainian people to the Dixonville
area, where they worked in the coalmines.  Since the people
had no Ukrainian Church, they prayed in churches of other
religious denominations.  They yearned, however, for their
own Ukrainian Church, several families organized themselves
in 1915 to make this a reality.  A house was purchased by
the parishioners and used as a church for four years.   Land
was then purchased 1918 where a church was built in
which services began late that year.  In 1925 the church
was finally consecrated under the patronage of St. John
the Baptist.  A cemetery was also established this year.

During the early years of the parish history, the
only priests who were able to serve the parish were from
the Greek Catholic Church. Finally in 1933 Father Prokopchuk
from the Ukrainian Orthodox parish in Bakerton, PA, under
the jurisdiction of Bishop Bohdan (Spilka), agreed to come
to Dixonville for services. It was during this time that Bishop
Bodan made his first canonical visit to the parish. The parish
formally became part of the Bishop’s jurisdiction – the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in America, which formally united
with the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA in 1950.
The parish has always remained a faithful part of this
Church throughout its existence.

In 1942 a platform was constructed on land the
church owned near the site of the cemetery where weddings
and picnics were held.  In 1950 a parish home was purchased
for our pastor, Fr. Olgin.  Ten years later in 1952, the first
church recreation hall and picnic grounds were constructed.
The first stained glass windows were installed in  the church
in 1951.  Additional renovations to the church were completed
in 1959 and 1965.  In 1965 an extension was added to our
present recreation hall, and a modernized kitchen was
installed.  An additional 58 acres of ground adjacent to our
present picnic grounds were purchased in 1972.  On this
land a large parking lot was made and several gas wells
were drilled which provide gas for the hall.  Renovations to
interior of the church were again made in 1973.  Also a
new altar, table of oblation, tabernacle, pews, carpeting,
walls, ceiling, etc. were added.  In 1974 and 1975 the famed
artist, Boris Makarenko of Yonkers, NY, installed a new
iconostas.  He also painted the church interior with new
icons and Ukrainian Orthodox designs.

In 1976 a fire started by an arsonist severely
damaged the recreation hall.  Knowing its value to the
church and the community, the parishioners set out to
rebuild it only to see it burn again in April of 1984.  Again
proving that they were hard workers who could rise above

their problems, the facility was rebuilt and back in use during the
summer of 1985.

The ladies of the church undertook the project of raising
money to erect a new cross at the church cemetery. Our first
services were held there following the Easter Holy Days in the
spring of 1987.

In the spring of 1986 the parishioners voted to investigate
the feasibility of building a new church because the old church
needed many repairs and had a mountain of steps to climb to
enter.  In 1986, on land donated by Mr. and Mrs. George Betsa,
construction began on the new church.  Our first service was
nearly a year later in August 1987 following our last emotion
filled service in the old church and solemn procession, which
brought all our church furniture, vessels, icons and Holy Relics
from the old church to the new.  The new church felt just like
home with everything transferred from the old church.

On May 15, 1988, a milestone was crossed with the
formal consecration of the new church as part of the Millennium
of our Ukrainian Orthodox Church.  Officiating at the consecration
were His Eminence, Archbishop Constantine, and His Grace Bishop
Antony, along with Very Rev. Fr. George Hnatko, pastor, other
clergy from the Western Pennsylvania Deanery.

After months of work, in August of 1989, with many
parishioners, townspeople, and media present, a new stainless
steel dome – thanks to the labor of love for Mr. Julock and Mr.
Betsa – was finally raised high in the air and placed atop the
church.  Another celebration honoring Fr. George on the 25th
their pastor was planned and took place on July 16, 1989, during
services officiated by His Grace Bishop Antony.  Fr. George was
not only honored by being elevated to Mitered Archpriest.

During 1990 Boris Makarenko returned to the church to
write more icons. On July 21, 1991, at services officiated by His
Grace, Archbishop Constantine, the new iconography was blessed
during the 76th anniversary celebration of our parish family’s
existence.

Father George and the parishioners of St. John parish
are proud of their achievements and pray that God will continue
to bestow His blessing upon them and enable them to continue
to serve Him in such away that St. John Church will continue to
flourish for many, many years.  It has been a place where our
families have worshipped God and grown in the faith, especially
under the spiritual leadership of Fr. George.  Several generations
of families still remain active in all aspects of parish life.  We
hope to continue our growth and our service to and life in our
community for many generations more.  We pray that God will
give us the strength to do so.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Get involved in the life of your Church!

The successs of all Church sponsored events depends upon your participation!

  We would be happy to include upcoming events
 of Eparchies, Deaneries, Parishes and

Church organizations in our Calendar of Events.

Jr/Sr Ukrainian Orthodox League Conventions
26-30 July 2006

Hosted by Holy Ghost Parish Chapters
Coatesville, PA

Church School Camp
June 25 - July 9, 2006

All Saints Camp- Ages 9-13

Teenage Conference
10-22 July 2006

All Saints Camp – Ages 13-18
(for Info about encampments contact

Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry
 (412-488-9664))

Mommy/Daddy and Me Camp
July 31- 4 August 2006

All Saints Camp- Ages 4-8 + Parent(s)

Annual Ukrainian Food and Fun Festival
27-30 July 2006

Hosted by St. Mary Parish
McKees Rocks, PA

2005 College Student Mission Trip to Ukraine
4-20 August 2006

Sponsored by Consistory Offices of Youth and Young
Adult Ministry and Mission and Christian Charity

P. O. Box 495   South Bound Brook, NJ   08880

Parish 100th Anniversary
15-17 September 2006

St. Mary Parish
McKees Rocks, PA

Please send information
to the attention of the Editor-in-Chief!

Annual Pascha Festival
8 April 2006 (Snow date 15 April)

Hosted by St. Mary Parish
New Britain, CT
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